
 

Art Promotes Positive Use of Spare 
Time for Afro-Colombians and IDPs 
CIMIENTOS and the 
Fundación Ayara help 
develop talent Afro-
Colombians and IDPs. 
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The regions of Montes de Maria and Bajo y Medio Atrato are 
home to the most vulnerable section of the Colombian 
population including Afro-Colombians and IDPs. As a result of 
violent displacement and illegally armed groups, the younger 
portion of this population often partakes in illicit activity such 
as substance abuse, theft, gang and domestic violence, 
following in the footsteps of their predecessors. Because of 
impoverished conditions of these regions, there is a large 
population of homeless boys and girls that are often recruited 
by gangs and armed groups.   In addition, communal spaces 
such as recreational parks and facilities where children could 
practice sports and dances are lacking. 
 
These young people possess talent in areas of music, art and 
dance that if developed can occupy their spare time with 
positive activities, in turn deterring them from negative 
behavior.  In order to strengthen and bring forth the talent of 
these youths, training and preparation is required alongside 
adequate spaces to practice. 

In the municipality of San 
Onofre, teenagers practice their 
artistic graffiti skills in designated 
murals of the municipality. 

 
As a result, CIMIENTOS, with the help of Fundacion Ayara 
has provided a grant to the municipalities of Riosucio and San 
Onofre providing funds to train the youth of these regions in 
dances such as hip hop, break dancing and music.  These 
activities consists in teaching dance techniques, providing the 
necessary spaces for them to practice as well as video 
recording their performances so they may later be distributed 
in DVDs to the rest of the community.  The program focuses 
on five key success factors which are: role model 
identification, focus on talent, not problems, achievement of 
concrete and positive results, the means are more important 
than the end result, and development of personal abilities and 
leadership. 
 
These programs are in line with CIMIENTOS’ strategy to 
facilitate and promote secure and positive environments for 
the most vulnerable sector the population.  The positive use of 
spare time will result in less violence as peaceful coexistence 
is promoted.  

 


