
Soccer Project Promotes Peaceful Coexistence in 
Colombia’s Violence Affected Communities 

Soccer is the most popular sport among children, youth and adults in Colombia.  World Cup 
fever is not only bringing excitement to thousands of fans nationwide; it is helping to promote 
peaceful coexistence in 11 of the country’s most poor and violence-affected areas.  

 
USAID, through its Regional Consolidation 
Program, will implement a project to use 
soccer tournaments as a way to offer 
positive alternatives to drug and alcohol 
abuse, street and domestic violence, and 
school bullying.  Tournament regulations 
include: coed teams, participant developed 
rules, and competitive scoring for goals 
made by girls. 
 
Under this initiative, USAID is partnering 
with seven municipal governments and local 

communities to organize the tournaments, improve soccer fields, and buy uniforms and balls.  
The total investment of this program will be roughly US$420,000. 
 
The tournaments will start once the World Cup is 
over and at that time eight soccer and mini-soccer 
fields will be donated to the municipalities of 
Ciénaga, El Carmen, El Tarra, Hacarí, San Calixto 
and San Jacinto where the tournament will be 
played.  USAID’s support will contribute to 
strengthening ties between communities and 
authorities, promoting adherence to social norms, 
encouraging participation of women in 
predominantly male areas, and promoting peaceful 
coexistence and citizen security.   

CIMIENTOS Program, Before: El Carmen Soccer Field 

CIMIENTOS Program, After El Carmen Soccer Field 

 
 


