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October-November-December 2008 
Units  Activities  Achievements  Issues / solutions  

 
Activities planned for next quarter  

 
 
Mathematics 
Technical 
Team  

• Support the training of summative 
test administrators in different departments 
in preparation of 2008 end-of-grade testing. 
• • Support and monitor summative 

test administration in different departments. 
• • Support quality control and 

packing and unpacking of end-of-grade 
tests. 
• • Support process of analysis of 

results of summative tests. 
• • Develop a technical proposal for 

mathematics standards for high school. 
• • Develop a technical proposal for 

mathematics pacing guides for high school. 
• • Organize and facilitate 

consultations of the technical proposals for 
standards and pacing guides at the national 
level with different sectors:  teacher unions, 
public and private universities, vocational 
centers, FID institutes, public high schools, 
and the private sector. 
• • Develop the specifications for 

monthly tests for grades 10 and 11. 
 

 
• Training materials for test 

administrators were prepared/reviewed 
(test administration manual and 
PowerPoint presentations).  

• Departmental coordinators 
were supported during the training of test 
administrators in each department.  

• Technical team supported 
the process of test distribution in several 
departments of the country.  

• Summative test 
administration was monitored in situ in 
many departments. 

• Schools whose directors 
and/or teachers resisted the 
administration of tests were visited. 

• Item bank staff was 
supported during review of statistical 
data of each item and review of test 
codes for grades 1-9 in their multiple 
forms.  

• A technical proposal for the 
standards and pacing guides of 
mathematics was developed for grades 
10 and 11.  

• A two-day workshop was 
organized with mathematics specialists 
from grades 10 and 11 to review draft 
proposals of standards and pacing 
guides.  

• A workshop was organized 
with university mathematics professors 
to review the applicability of the 
proposed standards and pacing guides 
for grades 10 and 11.  

 
• The time scheduled for 

training of tests administrators 
was insufficient. 

• Some teachers followed 
union leaders’ instructions and 
opposed the administration of 
tests in their classes; following 
discussions with these teachers, 
most allowed their students to be 
tested.  
• The diversity of curricular 

programs for grades 10-12 poses 
problems for the definition of 
standards for this level.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Develop monthly tests for 
mathematics for grades 10 and 11.  
• Support item bank team in the 
analysis of results of the 2008 tests and 
the production of reports.  
• Review standards, pacing 
guides and monthly tests for 
mathematics for grades 10 and 11.  
• Plan and facilitate regional 
workshops with national representation 
for training in use and importance of 
standards, pacing guides and monthly 
tests, directed to grades 7-11, in 
coordination with the Ministry of 
Education, MIDEH/ONG and GTZ.  
• Prepare end-of-grade tests for 
2009 for mathematics for grades 1-9 
based on analysis of each item from the 
2008 administration.  
• Develop summative tests for 
grades 10 and 11.  
• Develop the monthly tests for 
Natural Sciences grades 1-9. 
• Develop the teacher’s manual 
for the monthly tests for Natural Sciences 
for grades 1-9.  
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• An action plan was 
elaborated to develop monthly tests for 
mathematics for grades 10 and 11.  

• A workshop was organized to 
define performance standards and cut 
points for mathematics for grades 2, 4 
and 5.   

• The standards proposed by 
MIDEH for Natural Sciences were 
compared with standards from other 
countries. 

• Four regional workshops 
were planned and facilitated for the 
socialization and consultation of the 
proposed standards for Natural Sciences 
in 4 departments with teachers from all 
18 departments. 

• Revisions to the standards of 
Natural Sciences were incorporated 
based on the teachers’ observations 
shared at the workshops.  

• Standards and pacing guides 
for Natural Sciences for grades 1-9 were 
completed and transferred for editing 
and graphic design.  
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Spanish 
Language 
Technical 
Team  

 
• Participate in meetings with Ministry 
of Education authorities to determine their 
response to the MIDEH proposal for fourth 
cycle standards. 
• Present a comparative table of 
standards for grades 10-11 and the 
PRAEMHO proposal to Ministry of 
Education authorities. 
• Organize and facilitate meetings with 
Spanish language teachers from grades 10 
and 11 from each of the 18 departments to 
elaborate and review pacing guides. 
• Develop socialization workshops with 
education stakeholders: universities, 
institutes, FID institutions, private sector 
and other groups representing civil society.  
• Present a final proposal for 
standards grades 10-11, Spanish language 
area. 
• Consult the standards proposal for 
grades 10-11 with Ministry of Education 
technical staff, private high school teachers 
and teachers from the public school 
system. 
• Organize consultation workshops 
with specialists in Social and Natural 
Sciences focused on the standards and 
pacing guides proposals for grades 1-9.  
• Incorporate the recommendations in 
the Social and Natural Science standards 
and pacing guides proposals. 
• Complete the final version of Social 
and Natural Science standards and pacing 
guides proposals for grades 1-9, aligned to 

 
• Several meetings with 
authorities of the Ministry of Education 
were organized and the 
recommendations for Spanish language 
standards for grades 10-11 were 
reviewed. 
• The comparative table 
between the MIDEH proposal and 
international curricular proposals was 
presented to Ministry of Education as a 
way to integrate improvements in the 
Spanish language standards proposed 
for grades 10-11.  
• Two national regional meetings 
with the coordinators of Spanish 
language from the leading Honduran 
high school institutes were organized, 
one in Tegucigalpa and the other in San 
Pedro Sula.  Professors from institutes 
working with the PRAEMHO curriculum 
also participated. 
• The proposed standards were 
consulted with Spanish language 
professors of the national universities, 
official high schools, and 
representatives of teacher unions.  
• The recommendations were 
incorporated in the standards proposal, 
which was then presented to the 
authorities of the Ministry of Education.  
• Comparisons between the 
proposed MIDEH standards for Social 
Sciences and standards from Chile, the 
United States, Costa Rica and 

 
• There are no official 
textbooks for Spanish language 
for high school, which made it 
difficult to design pacing guides. 
• There are no official 
textbooks for Social Sciences for 
third cycle, which made it difficult 
to design pacing guides.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Elaborate the monthly tests for 
grades 10-11, including the fourth 
semester proposed by MIDEH for 11th 
grade.  
• Develop the teacher’s manual 
for Spanish monthly tests for grades 10-
11.  
• Define the technical 
specifications for the end of grade tests 
for grades 10-11. 
• Develop the monthly tests for 
Social Sciences grades 1-9. 
• Develop the teacher’s manual 
for the monthly tests for Social Sciences 
for grades 1-9.  
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international standards. 
• Elaborate final draft of standards and 
pacing guides for Social and Natural 
Sciences for grades 1-9, and present to the 
Ministry of Education for printing and 
distribution by February 2009. 
  
 

Colombia were reviewed.  
• Four regional workshops were 
organized to socialize and review the 
proposed standards for Social Sciences 
with teachers from all 18 departments in 
Tegucigalpa, Santa Rosa, San Pedro 
Sula, and La Ceiba, and the 
recommendations were integrated in 
the proposed standards. 
• Monthly pacing guides for the 
Social Sciences were designed for 
grades 3-9.  
• Standards and pacing guides 
for Social Sciences for grades 1-9 were 
completed and transferred for editing 
and graphic design.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Editing, 
design and 
layout  

 
• Edit standards and pacing guides for 

Social and Natural Sciences for grades 1-
9. 

• Support the reviews of preliminary 
versions of 4th cycle monthly tests.  

• Review and complete the 
systematization manual covering the 
technical processes of the MIDEH 
Project, as a reference for sustainable 
assessment. 

  

 
• Editorial review of preliminary 

versions of monthly tests for Social 
and Natural Sciences was completed.  

• The editing of standards and 
pacing guides for grades 10-11 in 
Spanish language and mathematics 
was initiated.  

• The editing of the standards and 
pacing guides for grades 1-9 of Social 
and Natural Sciences was initiated.  

• The document “Systematization 
of the technical processes of the 
MIDEH Project” was completed.  

 

 
• The printer assigned to 
editing is not working, and the 
computer is slow. 
• Limited access to consult 
dictionaries by internet, and lack 
of printed resources to support 
editing.  

 
• Edit and coordinate the graphic 
design and printing of standard for 
grades 10-11 in Spanish language and 
mathematics.  
• Edit and coordinate the graphic 
design and printing of pacing guides for 
Spanish language and mathematics 
grades 10-11.  
• Edit and coordinate the graphic 
design and printing of the standards of 
Social and Natural Sciences for grades 
1-9.  
• Edit and coordinate the graphic 
design and printing of monthly tests and 
teacher’s manual for Social and Natural 
Sciences for grades 1-9. 
• Edit and coordinate the graphic 
design and printing of the monthly tests 
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and teacher’s manual for Spanish 
language and mathematics for grades 
10-11.  
 
 

 
Item Bank  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Incorporate the 2007 test data to item 
bank. 
• Unpack end of grade tests for each 
sample (EFA grades 1-6, grades 7-9, 
PROHECO schools, and alternative 
education programs).  This process 
includes:  
o Count tests administered and not 
administered. 
o Review answer sheets and 
general information. 
o Scan all answer sheets grades 1-
6 and grades 7-9. 
• Train the persons who will digitalize 
answers from tests administered to 
PROHECO schools, alternative education 
centers and schools which did not receive 
answer sheets, and transfer the information 
to a computer program. 
• Scan and process test results. 
• Review data base by grade 
(generation of tables for random review). 
• Prepare the test maps for each grade 
in coordination with the technical teams 
from each area. 
• Proceed with a classic data analysis 
for each grade. 
• Prepare statistical data, materials and 
supplies needed for defining performance 
standards workshop. 

 
• Every test from each sample 
was unpacked (EFA grades 1-6, grades 
7-9, PROHECO schools, and 
alternative education programs). This 
included:  
o Tests which were 
administered and not administered were 
counted.  
o Answer sheets were reviewed 
prior to being scanned, confirming and 
documenting the general information 
from each one.  
• Answer sheets grades 1-6 
(EFA) and grades 7-9 were scanned.  
• The team responsible to 
digitize the answer sheets was trained.  
• The program for digitizing 
answer sheets was prepared.  
• Files scanned for every 
department and grade were merged 
according to grade and sample.  
• The database was assessed 
for each grade (generation of tables for 
aleatory debugging).  
• The Test Map was prepared 
for every grade and area.  
• The classic analysis of data 
for each grade and for each one of the 
samples was completed.  
• Statistical data and other 

 
• Data from the 2007 end 

of grade tests were not 
incorporated in the item bank 
because priority was given to 
2008 data processing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Generate reports of each school 
and each class section for grades 1-9.  
• Process the data from the 
PROHECO schools and alternative 
education programs. 
• Document the 2008 end of grade 
assessment process. 
• Incorporate both 2007 and 2008 
data into the item bank. 
• Work with technical teams for 
selection of items for end of grade tests 
2009 based on statistical analysis 
criteria. 
• Collection of enrolment data from 
the schools and programs selected in the 
2009 sample.  
• Digitalization of data from 
PROHECO schools and alternative 
education programs.  
• Review of databases from the 
PROHECO schools and alternative 
education programs. 
• Generation of reports of each 
school and each class of PROHECO 
schools and alternative education 
programs.  
 



Quarterly Report / MIDEH-AIR/ EQUIP 1 
 

October-November-December 2008 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Support the facilitation of the 
performance standards workshop.  
• Move the items in RTF format to item 
bank, grades 1-9.  
• Provide maintenance to the 
institutional IT network. 
• Arrange for electronic back up for 
each server. 
  

necessary supplies for performance 
standards workshop were prepared.  
• The entire item bank team 
participated in the workshop to assist 
with the definition of the cut scores.  
• RTF items for grades 1-9 
were transferred to the item bank.  
• The maintenance of MIDEH 
internal IT network was completed. 
• Electronic back up of each 
server was secured.  
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