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A LETTER FROM THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

The year 1987 marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the September 26 Revolution
which gave birth to the Yemen Arab
Republic. Friendship between the peoples
of Yemen and the United States of Ameri-
ca goes back even before the Revolution,
however. It is a friendship that has seen
cooperation and assistance in national
development and a better standard of
living for millions of Yemenis.

Throughout the history of
Yemeni/American relations, American as-
sistance has seen a steady increase in
many types of aid. This aid has been
provided in five areas: education, agncul-
ture, capital development, health, and in
cultural cooperation. In each of these
areas, we have seen remarkable ad-
vances which demonstrate the capacity of

the Yemeni people to forge ahead in the
process of modernization and to build
bridges of friendship between themselves
and other peoples of the world.
American assistance is typified by the
sights commonly seen throughout the
country. An American specialist works
alongside a Yemeni. Sometimes commu-
nication between them is difficult as the
Yemeni struggles with his English and the
American struggles with his Arabic, and
sometimes the language presents no bar-
rier. Yet, all the while a deeper communi-
cation exists — the communication that
flows naturally between friends. As the two
people work together, an understanding
develops between them and an apprecia-
tion for each other's society and culture
grows. The bond develops slowly, but
steadily. In the end, the Yemeni has

learned about some facet of technology
that will help his country and the American
has learned about another culture, an
ancient culture, a culture he will take home
with him to share with other Americans.

American assistance, then, is a process
of sharing between friends. We are proud
to be able to assist the people of Yemen in
their national development and to be a part
of a process that enables us to teach as
well as to be taught. Learning together,
sharing together, and growing together is
the natural result of an assistance effort
that concentrates on people. In the follow-
ing pages, you will see how this people-to-
people effort works and how the people of
Yemen and America work together, study
together, and learn together to build a
better world with a brighter, happier future
for all.




Lhalh dag ol &y el LS 80 Basluat

- S e ahaelid) ol g
sacliol) o3a oliloal J1 kil A Gy
V404 ale Gad . ylaa sbayl § il Lol gieua
JYJJ&_,;\L‘"\' C,AJiS‘ ‘s:...\i.'.‘..‘., r\\A-\‘_;n
Lipno galyny Lag-dy e JSid Jo (Sosal
Ladgalt Loaiall LS, a0 S S5 00 L5N3E

- Seoal) ¥l ey

Dol LLalS5e 8000 G2sSS Jo pSSaslundy
oaed aih o Geul] Losil] L 5a¥) Slaclull 0a
e eseall Jnabuial 3K 13 S, B obhudl
Sy« oaially OSel) Cpy elsul) (yoladll
Baclass galiips NS (o ia J) Lis gless
SIS il . Gpalill LSagSa ae iy 4ule il
D) Byl LSl ey TS 50Y) Bacluad) 5853
Liall goays 3y« rall padddl olatdal
oy iline Je pSedlkal el I LK Y
O JolG ¢ Lo aSSd 50 5aL3) Sackud) s3a blis
Ll gy Lkl il aam by J) Tiolgl) ageall JS
_):n..\_illl.n u.\n:-l-u ‘__‘S:U.AY‘J ‘;'m:\.“ u:.\a.d‘m e
. ‘,S.L.&;,..‘;L..A‘MYI‘,

CONTENTS

American assistance to the Yemen Arab

Republic : .ccovvrerirniniianiiinieinieiienrceienses 2 Vo
$ .......
® For EQUCAtION .ccoovvrvecerereecacecsssscsnsess 1 Ao

® For Health ....ccccvereeerincececinrcnccianece
® For Agriculture ........ccccecvevaracacanncnees
e For Capital Development ....................
e For Cultural Cooperation ........ccececeness

ol 3 Lwlogal) Slidall cbigiod Losie,
Laaoladl 805091 saclud) ©3351 . o VAVY
S Gapery - Ll Glae pea ) hasaa Lol
alas¥l oS ¢ LS el anll SasSa (e (S5
3 Lolel! LuagSall loac3l) 5,38 33e3 J) Ssg
S 3s - Lplall clauall wuliy 5,1aly bukads
cupailly Lpally delpd o¥lae 3 gyl
. sl pigiy daally

038 S LAY (o Taady SLET 305 3
($S olss g gyudie Cpuualy dasuss b Loy 5340
3 LaMall o3 ololl pslitia (o Sy « a3y
Lelia skl 13Ky « Luyygoall elas) paan
glbs 3 (sod) Losall pppliiay Liby Hlyo
. el

LS oY) ULl Lol yiad @385 a3l
Dlsll sasbiy Sl Laid @ Llyall Luassll
clell day ) Jaddl o VAA® ale e Lt
LU aylslly daally Tujally el ¢ oA
laca Saaill oLl LosSa puls ¢ elld J1 B!
bl e¥lae Si 3 goa) olaebue gl
Pl Liay gegtatio Jaryy o pabailly QLI
dalse JS 3 Gl Blalia e S sae @ TSu oY)

12
19
23 Yo
28

G ead) &) ggraadl &35 50y

..........................
---------------
..............

..........

Lsgant] T oY) Bucliad) paliys ¢ 535 uil
@ T O B 5853l A< B (e Liiadl Lyl
¢ ool 1igd oY) Sl giaall i p V404 ple
Lpaith g sbitia g Leaio plaia¥) LS
PIRTARNURSTRCHET RRTIEIN PO MO
ale oo 5,38l NSy . Laasl Lol e )3
catl p LLEY) Jb ¢ p VATV 1 o V408
Sansll oLl el o Laculasluall Sladall
Ul Gosb b Bacbudl 538 @fhe « LSy 5aY)
3835 1Sy elatuay Jals el day sy JaghS £
. ").CQL_leSIJ gdﬁu!w&a\._m&ui&”fu
3—_@.»‘“ Slaeliadl chaas ¢ ol e Mady
Jlaad Lawl)o e paullly ¢ cagaadl iy oY)
3 WSe¥) Daalad) 3 Dalyull iay la Ve -
el ly Lusigd Jio Labide o¥los 3 Sgom
aes 03 Gl LS ey Tapilly Jlee¥) 3,10l
8yokas Lelill ouiblgll puslia (a Legyubia A
srslaiy copnll Latlall oLl Lsladly 513
LSy oY) Lipall cunad o Iymaly . oliydall
slsall Lol all a3l sl 3 3 Baclos
Bolol 3 Liligma YO Jlya cudyy « golatls
. 333 5iS obse p gyutin laumy Skl

Sl giatf

PRTImg
: daiaall

Lawaas’ ) Laail) Jlao 3 ©
BUEY ¢y glaill Yoo 3 @




AMERICAN ASSISTANCE
TO THE YEMEN ARAB
REPUBLIC

The American assistance program to the Yemen Arab
Republic has varied in quantity and focus since it began in 1959.
in the early years of this aid program, the emphasis was on
capital development projects such as roads, water systems, and
other types of infrastructure. From 1959 until 1967, when
diplomatic relations between Yemen and the U.S. were tempo-
rarily interrupted, this aid financed the completion of a 400
kilometer road connecting Mocha, Taiz, and Sanaa, and the
John F. Kennedy Memorial Water System in Taiz.

In addition, early U.S. assistance included food grains,
scholarships for about 100 Yemeni students to study at the
American University in Beirut in such fields as engineering,
agriculture, business administration, education, and communi-
cations, and 85 « self-help » projects relating to potable water
and feeder road development. Finally, American aid helped to
establish the National Water and Sewerage Authority and
trained about 250 Department personnel to manage, operate,
and maintain the Kennedy Water System in Taiz.

When diplomatic relations resumed in 1973, American foreign
assistance assumed a new approach to development aid. By
mutual agreement between the Yemeni and American govern-
ments, this approach sought to strengthen the capacity of key
government institutions to plan, manage, and provide needed
services. This effort included work in the areas of agriculture,
education and training, health, and water supply.

A wide variety of projects was completed during this time
period including the expansion and improvement of the Taiz
Kennedy Water System, many related water projects throughout

the country, development of a national poultry industry, and
related agricultural sector development projects.

Since 1980, the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) strategy has focussed on institutional
and human resource development in four sectors: agriculture,
education, health, and water resources. In addition, the U.S.
government supports other assistance programs in various
phases of cultural cooperation and education and Peace Corps
Volunteers work throughout Yemen in all phases of U.S.
assistance programs.

Until 1986, the latest year for which figures are available, U.S.
assistance levels in Yemen have been characterized by steady
increases. Overall, from 1959 through 1986, more than $ 290
million has been provided through grants, loans, and food
assistance programs by the U.S. Agency for International
Development and the U.S. Information Service.

To help you get an overall view of American assistance to
Yemen, the American Embassy has prepared this brochure to
show — as well as tell — how Americans and Yemenis work
together through an aid program that both governments have
approved and which both governments support. The focus of
American assistance has always been flexible and responsive
to the needs of the Yemeni people and it is the hope of the
American Mission in Yemen that you will gain a greater
understanding and appreciation of this effort which seeks to
build a true and lasting friendship between the American and
Yemeni peoples.
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Peace Corps teacher Jack
Wells helps two students
with their English lesson.

American Vice President Goerge Bush visited a
class at YALI during his April 1986 visit to Yemen.

ASSISTANCE FOR
EDUCATION

The U.S government prov'des assistance to the people of
Yemen in obtainng an education in several ‘mportant fields.
Whether the ass'stance ‘s scholarships to study abroad, training
within Yemen, or developing educational resources locally, this
effort concentrates on help'ng Yemenis learn how to apply
existing knowledge and technology to the needs of the'r country
and to add to the world's knowledge in a uniquely Yemeni way.

Several American government agencies are involved in this
program. The Agency for International Development is the
primary agency as it supports almost all educational efforts
financially. Likewise, the United States Information Service and
the American Peace Corps conduct educational programs
primarily in English-language instruction. Whatever the source
of support for educational programs, though, the prime focus of
American assistance is on developing Yemen's human re-
sources.

Since the mid-1960s, for example, American aid has enabled
almost a thousand Yemenis to compléte their academic training
in the United States and other Arab countries. In another area,
the discovery of oil in Yemen by an American oil company has
placed a great burden on the Ministry of Oil and Mineral
Resources to develop this resource fully. American assistance
will help the Ministry to develop an effective organizational
structure and train its employees to perform their jobs efficiently
and effectively.

Besides sending students abroad, many students are trained
within Yemen by educational institutions and special programs
established locally. For example, the Agency for International
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Deve opment and the Ministry of Education are implementing a
« Bas ¢ Education Project » which was started in 1979. The goal
of this project is to help prepare teachers for Yemen's primary
and secondary schools in many different fields including science
and other technical areas.

Th's project has enabled Sanaa University to establish
mathematics and science education laboratories as well as an
educational technology center and train staff for the Faculty of
Education. Already, over a hundred Yemenis have been trained
as teacher trainers and have taken positions in teacher training
institutes with others still in training. By 1990, it is expected that
about half the staff of the Faculties of Science, Education, and
Agriculture at Sanaa University will have been educated in the
United States to the Doctor of Philosophy level under this and
other projects funded by the American government.

Over the next few years, the Agency for International
Development will be working with the Ministry of Education to
improve the quality of primary education and extend educational
opportunities to all children of Yemen. In the past, work was also
done to help young children learn by supporting the Arabic
language television program, « lftah ya Simsim.» A newer
program, « Al Manaahil, » is now being supported. Both
programs are designed to help very young children learn to
read and write new words.

USAID is also working with the Sanaa University Faculty o
Agriculture to establish a complete agricultural teaching facility
in Sanaa with a college, model farm, and housing for the
agriculture students. It is expected that this project will be
completed in 1996 and will probably cost over 86,000,000

Education /astasit



dollars, with the American contribution being over 29,000,000
dollars. This new Faculty of Agriculture is designed to teach
Yemenis the latest modern techniques in agriculture technology
and farming methods, and will help a domestic agriculture
industry develop that will take care of Yemen's future food
needs. For more information on this project, please see the
section entitled « Assistance for Agriculture .»

Perhaps the largest educational assistance, however, at least
in terms of the number of Yemenis who are affected directly by
it, is the Yemen-America Language Institute which is financed
by the Agency for International Development and the U.S.
Information Service. Administered by the U.S. Information
Service, and staffed by professional teachers who are Peace
Corps volunteers or hired on contract, the language school has
two programs: a morning program in which approximately a
hundred students are enrolled for full-time, intensive study of
both spoken and written English, and an afternoon, less
intensive program, with approximately three hundred students
who study mainly spoken English.

The moming program’s students will go to the United States
to study in a specialized field on scholarships funded by USAID.
The afternoon program’s students are employees of the Yemeni
government who need English language skills in their work.
Students in both programs are nominated by the Yemeni
government.

Education /aalasil

Finally, the U.S. Information Service administers a scholar-
ship program by itself. These scholarships were created by
Senator J William Fulbright, who believed that exchanging
scholars and students between countries was the best way to
promote international peace and understanding. The Fulbright
program has allowed over forty Yemeni students to receive
undergraduate and graduate training in the sciences as well as
in such non-technical fields as literature, economics, socia
sciences, and other areas which are not covered in other
American scholarship programs.

The U.S. Information Service also maintains a library of books
and video tapes to support its English-teaching programs which
are concentrated in American Studies and English language
resources. Also, it promotes faculty exchanges between Sanaa
University and American universities, sponsors American spea-
kers and researchers to come to Yemen, and supports Yemeni
researchers who want to study in the U.S. under the Fulbright
Program.

American assistance for education, then, is an effort including
several American government agencies that trains Yemenis
both at home and abroad. Through the millions of dollars that
are spent every year in this effort, the American and Yemeni
governments are working together to help the people of Yemen
build a better and brighter future for themselves and to further
understanding between the peoples of the two nations.
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American officials review record
keeping practices with a rural heaith
worker in a Tihama clinic.

ASSISTANCE FOR
HEALTH

Since 1980, American assistance in health has been provided
to help establish primary health care in the Tihama region on the
Red Sea Coast, centered at the Governorate Health Office in
Hodeidah. Of the 70 Primary Health Care Units planned, over 50
are now fully equipped and functioning within the Governorate
and are staffed with trained health care workers. Traditional birth
attendants have also received train'ng to assist them in their job
of keeping mothers and newborn babies as healthy as possible.
Essentially, the purpose of this project is to provide basic health
services to people living in isolated, rural villages, many of
whom had no access to health care previously. Through the
Tihama project, American asistance is also teaching Yemenis to
supervise practical primary health care training, to keep health
units supplied with necessary drugs and equipment, and to keep
the transportation system well-maintained so primary health
care workers can take care of their assigned villages on a
regular schedule.

Once a baby has begun life in a healthy manner, there are still
many obstacles in his path to attamning adulthood. Many
diseases, especially diarrhea, can easily infect the young child
causing a fatal illness. However, many of these diseases are
easily prevented with the right skills. Providing these skills is the
goal of a new child health project just initiated by the Agency for
International Development and the Ministry of Health.

The preventive health services which will be supported by this
project include immunizations, assuring availability of oral
rehydration salts to combat diarrhea, and growth monitoring.
Among childhood diseases, one of the most common ilinesses
affecting young children is diarrhea — itself not necessarily a
serious illness, but it can be fatal if it is not treated properly.

Health /Zauadl

When small children get diarrhea, or one of several other
similar diseases, the child’s body loses a lot of water and
minerals that have to be replaced rapidly and efficiently in order
for the child to survive. Replacing those fluids is relatively easy
as long as clean water and oral rehydration salts are available.
Ensuring that families know how to use oral rehydration salts is
a major part of American assistance in health which saves the
lives of many children throughout the world who might otherwise
die needlessly because they do not know about this therapy.

Besides introducing this important therapy to Yemeni mothers
so they can provide their children with the necessary care,
American assistance is also being used by the Yemen Drug
Company in producing these salts in Yemen so there will always
be enough of the medicine available locally through the private
sector. In this way, the medicine will always be available and
easy to obtain.

American assistance is training Yemeni health care practitio-
ners at all levels — not only in Hodeidah, but across the country.
Short-term training has been provided for dozens of health
workers, particularly through the Health Manpower Institutes.
Additional American assistance will also be provided to the
Faculty of Medicine at Sanaa University to help develop their
curriculum and provide specialized training.

Finally, the U.S. Information Service in cooperation with the
American Institute for Yemeni Studies has donated hundreds of
medical textbooks to hospitals in Sanaa, Saadah, and Jibla.
These books help doctors to keep abreast of the latest
developments in the various fields of medicine so that Yemeni
patients can receive the best treatment possible.
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ASSISTANCE FOR
AGRICULTURE

To help Yemen increase agricultural production the Yemeni
and American governments decided to concentrate American
assistance in three key areas: support to Yemen's efforts to
increase production of poultry meat and eggs and of various
types of fruit which grow well in Yemen; training of Yemenis at
the secondary school and university levels in agriculture
subjects so Yémenis themselves can lead production in-
creases; and assistance to the Ministry of Agriculture to enable
it to manage Yemen's agricultural resources effectively. These
areas of development assistance are managed exclusively by
the U.S. Agency for International Development.

American assistance in poultry development has been provi-
ded for a number of years. The current project focuses on a
poultry extension and training program based in Sanaa at the
Sanaa Poultry Training Center at al-Hasabah and the Bir
al-Qusain pullet production farm. The American government has
invested over 5,000,000 dollars in developing the facilities,
training personnel and introducing modern methods of poultry
management. The Yemen government has invested an approxi-
mate equal amount of riyals in the project.

The poultry project involves transferring skills and up-to-date
knowledge to Yemenis. To achieve this, the project includes
poultry training in Yemen for future extension agents and for
private sector personnel who will assist villagers in establishing
small flocks of high-quality chickens, each of which normally
produces at least 200 eggs per year. Also, eight Yemenis are
studying poultry science in American universities in order to
assume positions in the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.

The centerpiece of this project is a complex of four poultry
houses that can produce up to 100,000 pullets a year. These
pullets are distributed to village households as small flocks and
to small and medium scale commercial egg producers. This
project has been instrumental in demonstrating good flock
management and proper design of poultry facilities to Yemeni
poultrymen.

American agricultural assistance is also being provided in
horticulture, the science of raising and caring for fruits and
vegetables. Even though high quality fruit could be easily
imported, such importation uses foreign exchange which might
better be spent on other types of imports. Thys, it is in the best
interests of the people of Yemen if a domestic industry is
developed for production of fruit for Yemeni families. The
Agency for International Development is contributing over
14,000,000 dollars, and the Yemeni Government nearly
4,500,000 dollars, in developing Yemen's capacity to produce
budwood and plants for both tropical and deciduous fruits such
as peaches and apples. Through the horticulture project,
American advisors are teaching Yemenis how to protect fruit
trees from diseases and to identify the most suitable varieties
and cultural practices for fruit production in Yemen. The
American-funded horticultural stations at al-Jarouba Tihama for
tropical and subtropical trees and at al-Irra near Sanaa for
deciduous trees are testing new plant varieties for adaptability to
altitude and climatic conditions in Yemen. Varieties of fruit which
seem to grow well in Yemen are then tested further on
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demonstration farms with the cooperation of participating
farmers.

If Yemen is to make its land more productive and to reduce
food imports, it needs skilled people, with a knowledge of
agricultural subjects, who can guide the process of increasing
agricultural productivity. The United States has a well developed
agricultural education system, and believes that money invested
in training Yemenis in agriculture is money well spent. Thus the
American Government has assisted the Ministry of Education in
developing a secondary agricultural school system with schools
in Ibb, Surdud, and Sanaa. The Ibb Secondary Agricultural
Institute is perhaps the most noted of these three schools.
Financed by a loan from the World Bank, the school was opened
in 1979 and is being developed to serve as a model for
secondary agricultural schools in Yemen. Students at this
school have a three-year program of study, in general education
as well as a technical education program in agriculture.
American assistance funds the agricultural education portion.

As in all American assistance projects, the goal is to enable
the project to become self-sustaining without foreign assistance.
To achieve this goal at the Ibb School, the Agency for
International Development has provided training to ten Yemeni
teachers and is now funding one Arabic-speaking teacher, a
farm manager, and a director for the project. In addition, short
courses and extension activiies have been organized for
farmers in this area, 21 textbooks are being written in Arabic,
and ten Yemenis are studying for Master's Degrees so they can
eventually staff the three schools.

Since 1983, over a hundred students have graduated from the
Ibb School, but the school will ultimately be able to train more
than 150 students at a time. The American govern-
ment expects to spend over 18,000,000 dollars on this project in
addition to the Yemeni government's contribution of over
95,000,000 riyals.

Because agriculture is a major sector of the Yemeni economy
and has considerable growth potential, it is vital that sufficient
numbers of Yemenis be trained who can plan, manage,
implement, and evaluate development activities in that sector.
Likewise, Yemen'’s population is growing at a rate of over three
percent each year so a strong growth in agricultural production
is necessary to ensure the future health of Yemen's economy.
For these reasons, the United States, in cooperation with the
Saudi Fund and the Islamic Development Bank, is supporting
the development of a new Faculty of Agriculture at Sanaa
University to play a major role in Yemen's agricultural future.

Located within the new campus of Sanaa University, the
Faculty of Agriculture will have classrooms and other campus
facilites and a model instructional farm where students will
actually put their newly learned knowledge to work in the
practical, day-to-day operation of a real farm. Upon completion
of the physical facilities, the Faculty of Agriculture will graduate
about 120 students each year with Bachelor's Degrees. The
total cost of this project will be over 86,000,000 dollars of which
the American Government will contribute 29,000,000 dollars. A
number of Yemenis are currently in the United States studying
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Learning how to manage beehives is just one of several
programs for Yemeni students at the Ibb Secondary
Agricultural Institute.

for advanced degrees in various agricultural specialties so they
can assume teaching and managerial positions in the Faculty of
Agriculture upon their return.

American experts are working with the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries to help them develop the necessary skills for
analyzing Yemen'’s agricultural resources and planning for their
use in the most efficient manner. For example, a « documenta-
tion center » has been established to maintain the records,
reference materials, periodicals, and special reports which are
needed to plan and implement agricultural programs in the
future. A computer link with libraries of other Arab countries will
provide a wider access to agricultural development information.
Also, 69 Yemenis are being trained in a number of specialized
subjects which will enable them to use the latest technology
available in the world for Yemen's development needs. These
subjects include many different areas ranging from short-term
English study to Doctor of Philosophy programs in American
universities in various agricultural specialties. Training and
advisory services began in 1980 and are projected to continue
well into the 1990s. The total planned cost of this project is over
50,000,000 dollars of which the U.S. expects to provide
approximately 45,000,000 dollars. he Yemen government will
provide the balance in riyals.

American assistance to Yemeni agriculture is building now on
earlier programs. For example, satellite technology was put to
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use to help Yemen's farmers from 1978 to 1983. At that time, a
comparison was made of land use studies done in 1977 in order
to determine land use changes. A soil map of Yemen was
completed based on soil samples taken from about 1500
different sites throughout the country. By using this map,
Yemeni government officials were able to determine better what
agricultural production coud best be undertaken in various
areas of the country, and to plan accordingly.

In a rural country such as Yemen where most people live in
villages and work on farms, agricultural ass’'stance projects are
very important in helping the people of a nat'on to develop their
capabilities in a manner that fits their national traditons and
culture. American assistance ‘s care ully des’'gned in coopera-
tion with Yemeni experts to ensure that projects are not
undertaken which depend on fore'gn experts and foreign
assistance indefinitely. By tra'ning Yemenis to do these speciali-
zed tasks, using the latest technolog'es availab e anywhere in
the world, and working alongside them in projects located
throughout the country, American specialists know they are
giving a helping hand to people who will take these new skills
and apply them to their own country to help their own people in
productive ways. Such cooperation, whether it is in agriculture,
education, or any other area, builds professional relationships
and personal friendships between individuals and nations as no
other way can.
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ASSISTANCE FOR
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

Local officials gave several speeches for
visiting Yemeni and American dignitaries
when the new water projectin Beit
Al-Hamdani was dedicated.

Since the 1950s, the American government has been
assisting the people of Yemen in the area of capita develop-
ment. In the early years of this assistance effort, American
expertise and financial support enabled a paved road to be
constructed which connected Sanaa, Taiz, and Mocha. At that
time, a large water supply system was also built in Taiz which
was named for President John F. Kennedy.

Today, this emphasis on water supply continues in the
American assistance program. A project begun in 1979 is
designed to supply rural areas with potable water supply
systems. Costing over 21,000,000 dollars, the « Small Rural
Water Systems Project » aims to develop the capacity of the
Rural Water Supply Department to supply potable water to
Yemen's rural population. The villagers themselves contribute to
construction and maintenance of completed systems. With U.S.
assistance, the Rural Water Supply Department has already
completed construction of 156 of the planned 173 systems in the
Sanaa, Dhamar, Taiz and Tihama regions. This assistance was
particularly timely when, after the December 1982 earthquake in
Dhamar, the U.S. quickly constructed or repaired 50 damaged
or destroyed water systems for stricken villages

Training under this project is not limited to government
personnel. When a water system is installed in a village,
someone from the village must be trained to operate and
maintain the pump, monitor the quality of the water, repair leaks,
and do other work to keep the system functioning smoothly. To
that end, classes are held in Sanaa for villagers who will
maintain these systems so the technology used in the project
will be understandable and manageable to the villagers. Peace
Corps Volunteers have been very active in this effort over the
years. These young men and women share their knowledge and
expertise with the villagers by designing, constrtucting, and
teaching the villagers how to operate these water systems.

Under the « P.L. 480 » program, the U.S. Government loans
dollars to Yemen to finance grain imports. The Yemen Govern-
ment sells the grain and uses the riyals to pay for development
projects. Funds from this program were used by the Yemen and
U.S. Governments, in conjunction with funds from the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and the European Economic Community, to
build replacement homes for Dhamar families made homeless
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by the earthquake. Over 70,000,000 riyals will be provided by
the P.L. 480 program for construction of 1000 new homes, using
traditional Yemeni architectural styles, but including earthquake-
resistant construction techniques. This technology has been so
well received that villagers in the earthquake areas are using it
to build new mosques and schools as well.

Although the projects mentioned above are still 'n progress, a
number of other projects have already been completed. The
Taiz water system has been expanded to cover large areas of
the city. Scholarships were provided to a number of personnel
from the National Water and Sewerage Authority to allow them
to receive training in the special technical knowledge which this
field requires. In Sanaa, American assistance upgraded an
emergency water supply by repairing a 420,000 gallon water

Capital Development /&b i Laseaidl



storage tank, driling three deepwater wells, and installing
twenty public water hydrants throughout the city. Using satellite
photography, American experts were able to survey Yemen's
underground water supply and to determine areas where
Yemen may have mineral deposits. Yemenis were trained in
mapping techniques and in collecting and analyzing information
about water and mineral resources.

Other accomplishments from this Yemeni-American coopera-
tion were an upgrading of the Taiz Airport to meet international
standards, and assistance given to chapters of the Local
Councils for Cooperative Development to help villagers
complete community service projects. Some of these projects
were a primary school at Mowsh'g, a well and solar pump at
Al-Hamadra, and a mobile workshop at Hajjah. Finally, sixty
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Yemenis were trained in Jordan and in Yemen in various phases
of health care, mechanics and equipment maintenance, and
telecommunications.

In all these ways, the American people and their government
are working alongside the people and government of Yemen,
helping them to build homes and water systems, learn more
about the economic resources of their country and how to use
them for the benefit of all, and to develop local projects that local
people decide are necessary. This kind of cooperation is the
strongest possible witness to what can be done when people
work w'th people, sharing their labors, sharing their hardships,
sharing their accomplishments, and sharing their very lives. It is
through sharing, and not through charity, that mutual trust and
understanding are developed.
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At Beit Al-Hamdani, north of Sanaa, American and
Yermeni officials celebrate the completion of a water
project with the local villagers.
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The American Foundation for the Study of Man used a
special technique called « xeroradiography » to
determine what type of materials were used to make
the pot from which this sherd came. It was dated to
the early Islamic period.

ASSISTANCE FOR
CULTURAL
COOPERATION

Yemenis and Americans are now involved in a great effort to
study and understand the cultures of their own countries and
that of the other. In this respect, the American government and
the Yemeni government are cooperating to allow some cultural
exchange between our peoples so that we can better under-
stand each other and work together to achieve our agreed-upon
goals.

One such exchange is the « Intemnational Visitors » program
which is administered by the U.S. Information Service, a U.S.
government agency charged with promoting international friend-
ship and understanding between America and the other
countries of the world. As an example of its work, USIS
sponsors about a dozen Yemeni visitors each year to visit the
U.S. on all-expense paid trips with guides and interpreters (if the
visitor does not already speak English) which normally last one
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month. During this visit, the person will visit the capital city of
Washington, D.C., and all major regions of the United States
from coast to coast.

Generally, these visitors will stay in the homes of everyday
citizens, will meet other professionals in their field of work, and
often have the opportunity to visit « Disney World » for enjoy-
ment. Yet, even though the program brings Yemenis to America
so they can learn about America and its people, these Yemenis
also bring Yemen to Americans and teach the people they meet
about Yemen, the Yemeni way of life, and what Yemenis are like
as a people. Thus, this program is a true « cultural exchange »
because it works both ways: Yemenis learn about America and
Americans learn about Yemen.

However, USIS also brings some Americans to Yemen each
year. These people are generally scholars who teach at Sanaa
University, or do research on some aspect of Yemen's history,
culture, economy, or other topic of interest. These people are
sponsored by the Fulbright Program which also supports
several Yemeni students so they can study in American
universities.

The U.S. Information Service brings several American specia-
lists to Yemen each year who lecture to professional audiences
in a variety of technical fields. These specialists might help a
department at Sanaa University to improve its curriculum, teach
a class about the latest developments in a specific area, meet
with a small group of professionals to help them solve a problem
with which they have been having trouble, or even coach a
Yemeni track-and-field team which plans to compete in the
Olympics. Musical groups performing traditional forms of Ameri-
can music also come to Yemen to share this aspect of their
culture with Yemenis. Finally, USIS provides hundreds of
English-language books each year to Yemeni libraries, hospi-
tals, and other interested institutions.

On a non-official level, there are several American organiza-
tions which have a strong interest in Yemen which work on their
own with little or no support from the U.S. government. Such
organizations as the Harvard Semitic Museum, the American
Foundation for the Study of Man, and the American Institute for
Yemeni Studies all work in Yemen because they are very
interested in Yemen's ancient history and its development as a
modern state. All these organizations work with Yemeni
organizations and government personnel to study Yemen's
ancient past, its Islamic history, and its modern history.

In particular, the American Foundation for the Study of Man
has been working in Yemen since the early 1850s. Studying the
Himyaritic civilization which dates as far back as 7000 years
ago, this group is working with Yemeni specialists to help shed
new light on the ancient cuiture of the Yemeni people in a region
of Yemen that is only now being brought back to life through the
development process. Besides helping Americans to learn more
about Yemen, this group is also helping the entire world to learn
more as the knowledge of Yemen's ancient and proud civiliza-
tion spreads to knowledgeable people everywhere.

in these ways, and in many others, cultural cooperation
between the American and Yemeni peoples is building bridges
between our two nations. Working through governments and
through private organizations, this effort to expand the bi-
national cuitural cooperation that has begun will continue to bear
fruit as the people of both countries learn more about each other
and grow closer together in friendship.
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