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U.S. Ambassador Phillip Carter (right) 
formally presents equipment to the 
Ivoirian Minister of Justice. The 
equipment was distributed within the 
Justice Ministry and to local courthouses 
throughout the country. 

Helping Spread the Rule of Law 
Grants allow Ministry of 
Justice to restore operations 
at 15 regional courthouses. 
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USAID assistance has 
helped the Ministry of Justice 
and courthouses in 15 towns 
throughout Côte d’Ivoire 
become fully functional and 
better able to administer 
equal justice for the Ivoirian 
people.  

February 2012 – In January, as Côte d’Ivoire emerged from  
its post-election crisis, USAID’s Office of Transition Initiatives 
(OTI) provided assistance to restore operations at the country’s 
Ministry of Justice in Abidjan and 15 courthouses across the 
country. Through its Côte d’Ivoire Transition Initiative (CITI), 
OTI provided equipment valued at $700,000 to enable the 
courthouses to reopen and increase the Ivoirian Government’s 
capacity to meet citizen needs.  
 
In the aftermath of contested presidential elections in 2010, 
Côte d’Ivoire faced serious north-south violence. During the 
crisis, Ivoirian judicial processes came to a standstill, even in 
the south where the country was under government control. In 
addition, damage to the Justice Ministry’s printing press pre-
vented the government from issuing legal documents, including 
identity cards, and many Ivoirians found it nearly impossible to 
obtain legal information and records.  
 
When the crisis ended in 2011, judges were redeployed 
throughout the country. However, most of the justices returned 
to looted offices that were ill-suited for basic administrative 
operations, much less for the challenges of administering equal 
and fair justice in their communities. Consequently, most 
Ivoirians had to travel long distances to one of the country’s few 
functional courthouses to engage the judicial system.  
 
The CITI grant has been a boon for the citizens of Côte d’Ivoire, 
as the support jumpstarted judicial processes nationwide. After 
receiving equipment ranging from desks and chairs to 
computers and printing supplies, offices are once again fully 
functional. A grant also provided assistance to repair the judicial 
printing press.  
 
The assistance has allowed courthouse staff to resume full 
workloads and helped reestablish a national government 
presence and the rule of law throughout the country. By 
restoring judicial functioning, the Côte d’Ivoire Ministry of 
Justice, with OTI assistance, has taken a crucial step 
necessary for national reunification and recovery. 


