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At a time when droughts are becoming
longer and more severe, we need to help
communities withstand disasters, not just
provide relief after they strike. In Uganda
in 2009, a novel safety net program
provided financial security ahead of a
prolonged drought in exchange for work
building roads to the nearest market. The
workers were able to persevere through
the crisis, while the road they built helped
expand access to critical supplies of food.

Kaarli Sundsmo | USAID




SEIZING PIVOTAL
OPPORTUNITIES

Doing good is not good
enough.We must make tough choices to stay focused
on the biggest opportunities.



PROVIDING RELIEF, DEVELOPING RESILIENCE






“The development community has to expand its
focus from relief to resilience—from responding after
emergencies sirike to preparing communities in advance.”
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BOOSTING HARVESTS, FIGHTING POVERTY
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“To put it simply: if you care about fighting poverty, then
you should care about boosting harvests.”
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REAPING THE DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND
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i KO Years
- of Progress

This year marked a special milestone for our Agency
as we celebrated our 50th anniversary. Throughout
our history, the men and women of USAID have
played an extraordinary role in shaping a more
peaceful and prosperous world.

In celebration of our anniversary, we put together

a series of creative infographics that display some

of our most exciting and meaningful work—from
harnessing mobile phones in the fight against poverty
to investing in women and girls. Behind each of these
success stories is a team of talented and deeply
committed people—from our core staff of Foreign

Investments by the Obama Administration
and other donors to GAVI have ensured
that for the first time, the latest vaccines

reach children in the developing world
at the same time as they reach children

in developed countries. Here, a baby in
Nicaragua is receiving protection against
rotavirus, a disease that causes diarrhea.

Living Proof | ONE
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Service Nationals to our newly minted classes of that children can live healthy lives; young girls enjoy
Development Leadership Initiative officers, from equal opportunities in life; and countries build the
career staff in Washington to our Foreign Service capacity they need to empower their own citizens.
officers around the globe.

| come to work each day honored to lead such a
Development professionals don't do this work talented, dedicated staff that is willing to take risks to
because it's easy, or because it's a path to fame and fulfill an incredible mission.
fortune.They do it because they believe passionatety
and profoundly in our mission to answer calls for help SCAN OR CLICK HERE TOVIEW AVIDED HIGHLIGHTING THE
and support those in need. TREMENDOUS WORK OUR AGENCY HAS DONE SINCE PRESIDENT

JOHNF. KENNEDY FOUNDED USAID 50 YEARS AGO.

They travel considerable distances—and sometimes
in the face of great danger—in order to make sure
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In the first demonstrations of the Arab
Spring, Tunisians protest against the rule
of President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali in

front of the Interior ministry in Tunis on
January 14, 2011.

Fethi Belaid | AFP




C HALL E N

To respond to these changing tides,
the development community must embrace more
challenging roles.



SUPPORTING DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENTS



“Opportunity doesn't just come from a vaccine or

a percentage point of growth; it comes from a free and
fair society where people can speak freely, protest and
choose their representatives.”



WORKING ON THE FRONTLINES



“The truth is, the costs of conflict—developmental,
economic, human—are simply too high for the
development community to ignore.”



Dr. Mo Ibrahim was a leader in bringing mobile phones
to sub-Saharan Africa, giving development workers an
incredibly powerful tool to deliver progress.

Francoise Spiekermeier | Mo Ibrahim Foundation




ENCOURAGING PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT



H a I/m e S S| m The growth of mobile phones has once again shown

. g that technology can change what's possible in the

.’/ \‘: J[h e powe I/ developing world. Our community must focus on

/ finding new tools that can dramatically accelerate the
' ' progress of the developing world—what | described

Of S C | e n C e as bending the curve in last year's letter.
T@C h m O LO g\/ That's the spirit behind our Grand Challenges for

, Development—global competitions that encourage
& ‘ n n Ovat | O n new solutions to intractable development problems.
Last year | wrote about Saving Lives at Birth, which
attracted more than 600 ideas to help mothers give
birth safely in low-resource settings.
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We recently launched our second Grand Challenge,
All Children Reading, to generate breakthroughs in
childhood literacy, whether they are mobile apps
that help measure and track student progress or
affordable e-readers that bring the world's libraries
to mudbrick schools and rural villages. Over 400
innovators—more than half from developing
countries—submitted cutting-edge proposals, all with
the potential to radically transform the way children
learn.

We're also increasing our investments in core
scientific research and technological innovation

ll!

at USAID. Last year, our support of AIDS vaccine
research led to the isolation of 17 novel antibodies
that could each hold the key to ending the pandemic.
And we supported the development of drought- and
disease-tolerant seeds like maize and groundnut that
have the potential to revolutionize African agriculture.

This year, we will launch a major new initiative
between USAID and world-class universities,
designed to encourage far more students and
researchers to focus on developing world challenges.

Stay tuned.

n a world where foreign direct investment in developing

countries is almost ten times higher than official
development assistance, we must partner much more
closely with the private sector to stay relevant.”
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In June 2011, Secretary Clinton launched
our Feed the Future Initiative in

Tanzania at the Mlandizi Farm Women's
Cooperative. The cooperative is helping
develop Tanzania's southern growth
corridor, the region that will hold the key
to making sure the country builds its own
capacity to fight hunger and poverty.

U.S. Department of State




BUILDING CAPACITY,
NOT DEPENDENCE







At the Bas Boen Rural Center for
Sustainable Development in Haiti,
Florence Sergile describes how improved
seeds and the application of fertilizers can
help boost crop yields and modernize

Haiti's agriculture. A video link between
the center and the University of Florida
helps connect Haitian farmers to the
expertise of U.S. agronomists.

Kendra Helmer | USAID
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