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1 take hoth personal ann professional pride ill
heing with you tonight. Pcrsonlll, oeclluse Vietnam
has figlll'NI strongly in my own life; professional,
hecause I am pleased to hllve this opporlunity to
discuss the Amerieun progrllm of economic assist­
I1I1ce and its importullce to Vietnamcse slahility
and growth.

1 suy this sincert'ly : It is good to he hack.
I sc\,\,('d in Vietnam from 1951 through Hl5/l.

I mct and married my wife h('l'e, (lUI' dau/(hter '\'fIS

hoi'll in Saigon, Ann 1'0\' Vietnam as wcll 115 for
individullls such as myself this, too. was Il timc
of heginnings, of hopes, of great expectations,

Now. on my retul'll, III most ten yt'ars latH
1 find a great many things to hcarten me.

1 finel a people, fighting a war that has cost
thousands of lives. millions of dollars and piastt'l's
alld one that has lasted 10llger than any olher in
modern world history, detennincd to resist and
defeat once and for all communist aggression, And

now this nation is stronger than l'\'er supported
hy hoth the economic and military resources of
the l"nitt'd Stutes, Today. therc are OI'er 120.000,*
American soldiers, sailors, and mariues fighting
shou!(ler to shoulder with their valiant Vietnamese
l'omrndes who have fought so long IlJl(1 so weI!.

BUI along with detel'minlltion 10 meet and
mastc\' the enemy militarily. I sce accomplishment
Il11d progrcss in many of Ihc projects, hegun when
I was hcrc 11 circaM ago. that will mean a fuller
life for till' Vietnamese people, 1 see clearly conti­
nuity and pl'Ogrcss in spite of everything-from
natural disasters to continuing communist efforls
to disrupt the economy, There has been, for
cxamplc, lIllumhcr of achievements in thc ccollomit'
lind socialllrt'as of nation-building since I left here
in 19:;/i.

I wanl to talk with you toui/(ht about some of
them. and the joint Vietnamese anci American

* Tbe number had ;ncre.seJ to more than 200,000 by February
1966,



"re ,ee llae eflotu of 34 nolion, pled&ed 10

lU,iSl this country." Left: New Zealand troop'
in Bien Hoo. Abou.: Filipino doctor in Tay-

inh ho.pitol.



cooperation and erforls which have hrought thcm
about. Ilut first. 1 would like to talk with you n
moment nbout aiel itself, and the m rican con­
cept of helping other peoples to help themselves.

11 is difficult to find the precise momcut when
it nil begnn. "'e sent the first American agricul­
turnl technician abroad in tlH7. When millions
in Europe starved after "'oriel "'or J. we gnve
them famine relief. And a landmark was Presidenl
Truman's crucial decision to proter! Turkey and
Gre ce fl'om communi m shortly nfler the end of
World War n.

,\ menclln economic liS istllnce to others hn.
moved forward from that time to this, undel'
various names and in various forms: the Mnrshall
Plan. Point Four. ECA, TCA, ICA and today we
know it IlS AJI). Ih genc' for Tnternationnl
J)evrlopment. ,ince the cnd of "'orld WOI' n.
ninl't)' fou,' nntions hll\'c received over 110 hillion
in I'conomie IIIHI technical nssistnnce from the
Unitcd Slul,'s. :'\'ow, many of them 11II\'e renehcd
the poinl wI1I're such aid is no Muger cssentill! to
their dl'velopment. In EUl'llpe the joh of rehuild­
iug hns hel'n completed. In Asin, IIII' Illsl .\10
lechnician left Japan in IOlit, "'Ill th pro!l,'nm in
Tlljwllu ended last June.

Aid Ill'llgrams continue urollud the world.
buHdjng stronger ('anomies lind Illllking socinl

"There h,.. been radical improvemenl in lhe pcul
decode in piS produclion. The numberof onimals 10,..
doubled GIld is now opproochins four million. Al Ihe
,ome time, the breed luu been improvea tArou«A intro­
duction of beller slock GIld new lechnique6 GIld
method....



Above: "This Uo:.sOIl. 2811 hec""e. of kellof were
p/.O(JleJ ill fiva provi.ce., anJ Ihe Iolal proJUCI'OII i.
e%pacteJ 10 equal Iotol import. of the fiber ju.uUJo
rear. 0&0." Far ri&hl: ToJar Ihere are over 1.2
million elemenlllly stuJents; 14 millio.',,'" book. ore
beill& prillleJ anJ .i" million have olreoJr been
Ji,'rib"teJ.
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slnhilily nIl nllainahle gonl for the people of those
nnliolls which. ill the \\'"rels of the laic Presielenl
Keunedy. ha\'e .dsing expeclnlinns.• E\'en in Ihe
Uuiled Siaies loday, Ihere arc prngrnms In achie"e
Presidenl ,Iohnsoll's gonl of .The Greal Soci Iy.,

,\mcdcan nid programs are nol chndly 001'

lIIere handouls. The)' represent a !ll'nuine pnrlner­
ship b Iween Ihe Iwo couotries, II shnring of
ideas, lechnical skiUs IIlld mulual resources. [n
clIch countl'y' wherc Ihere is nil Amcrican aid pro­
gram. Ihnl l"'oll"nm is a coor,linnted ('fforl. care­
fully planned hoth hy Ihe hosl coulliry and Ihe
l'oiled Stales. The objceti,'es musl be realistic:
Ihe host counlry musl demonslrllir hy ils OWII

osrlf-I1I'lp. ennldhutions nnd <'fforts Ihal it is
firmly cOlllmitte,1 10 Its OWIl dl'\'l'1opmrot nml
growth.

All of Ihese poin's find hllsis ill file I herr in
Yif'tnnlll. "'(' see the efforts "flhirty-four nations.
plcdg d to lIssist this ('ollnlry. And IWCllty--s('\'en
oflhese lIations were 01' still 'lI'C recipicllts "I' .\mn­
iean lIi1l thelmeh'es, II is "cry likcly thlll witholll
such assistance, Ihrir Own efforts to aid \ ielnam
wOllld he less effeelh'e. I helie,-e what is hciug done
hy Ihesc Ill1tions toelay will go on loug nfter tbe
immediate, milihll')' need hns sllb idetl. FOI' thi. is
a long-Ierm prollrnm with long-term objecti"es.

Lei mc gi\'c nn eXRmple: [ rememllt'l' wcll the

•
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-I" 1955, tlaere were only 700 ,"udtnU in vocational and 'ecAnical 8cl&ool8. Todar 'here Me OlJ/Jr 5000.
And conslruclion of 16 new rurallrode schools loill be compleled .his year.· Lef.; ludenls 01 Phu Tho
Technical Cenl.,. Ri«hl: "i«on «ir18 wire lerminal blocks forche Tan on Nhulcenlrallelephonesystem.



·We heve ...
• tren!t1lened
our effort.
to (Usi" Wilh
lhe refu!••
relief pro!r""'... •
Ri!hl: 4 Vie!­
nome,e Covern­
m.nl Refu!ee
C.nler.



fil'st stl'PS to imprm'C thc :-\ational Institute of
Administration from my earlier days in Victnam.
Then it was just hl'ginning to function effectively ;
today it has turned out over 650 graduates and it
operates on a modern new campus. Because of this
institution, the levl'lof puhlic administration in this
country is rising.

In 1957, under the Laud Development pl'Ollram.
commercial production of kenaf as a source of
income for the farmer was introdnced. By 1!J58 a
total of 337 hectares was planted in this fiher. 'nlis
season. 2,811 hectares were planted in five provin­
ces, and the total prod uction is expected to equal
total imports of the fiber just two years ago. This,
in a word, is progress.

There has been radical improvement in the
past decade in pig production. The numher of
animals has doubled and is now approachiug four
million. At the same time, the hreed has heen im­
provcd through introduction of bettcr stock and
new techniques and methods,

'Vhen I worked with the American assistance
program in Vietnam. we began a concerted
effort to improve the nation-wide system of
education at every level. Today I can see strong
evidence of satisfactory results.

In 1955. there were only 700 students in voca­
tional and technical schools. Today. there are over
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5.000.And construction of 16 new rural trade schools
will be completed this year.

In 1955, there were only 330,000 students in
elementary education. Today there are over 1.2
million.

In 1955 there were 52,000 students in second­
ary education. Today there are almost six times
that number : 293,000.

In 1955 again only a fcw crude textbooks in
Vietnamese language existed outside the major
cities. Today 14 million are being printed; six
million have already been distributed.

These are just some of things that hearten
and cheer me as, I'm surc, they do you. They
are solid cxamples of progress toward national
goals in spite of the agonizing war that has becn
for so long a part of Vietnam's life.These achieve­
ments in education, agriculture and administra­
tion to mention but a few would he inspiring in a
nation at peace. That they have been attained in
a country at war for more than a generation is
nothing short of miraculous.

But let me not dwell on what has heen done.
There is much heing done, lind still in the plan­
ning stage, that is highly cncOlll'aging. These
programs of the present and neal' future will be
measured in terms of progress by someone else
who returns to this country ten )'ears from now.



A classroom trammg

•... a "Mdy improved nalional polia .ry~"m, wilh all
pod. linked by a modem eommuniealia". nelUlOrk and
manned by wolllroinoJ mon equipped willi modem woapon.
and lIIe abilily 10 ••e ,hom.·
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• '" an econo..y IDAicA AM 6...n pe""illed'" 8rolD Utrou8A
.. com..erci..l imporl pr..V.... ..pplyin8 il.... IA. Vi.1­
n....... {or.ip ."cA""8e 601"",, COuld n.v.r A..v.
acquired witlaout d$I.'''''ol ".i,'ance.·
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Whot will Ih<lt mun sec in the yeoI' Wi!i?
He will hopefully sea counlr)' at peace, free

alltl illtlepelltleul.
IIc will sce Hreot changes in Ihe field of

edueolion, as Ihe concel'ted effort to improve
inlcllcelunl horizons spreaels throughout Ihe
h:Hnlels, where nl'orly :I.ll()() dassrooms have hecn
added ,ince HIm.

He will sec 0 consitlerably enricbed agriculture
wilh heller sll'oins of AnimAls. belter hybrid crops,
morc sophisticuted wuter control und systematic
irrigation pmctices. aIHI "ith agricullural xlen­
sion workel's active in ull fOI'ly-three provinces,

He will sec n "nstly improved nntionnl police
system: with nil posi. Iiuked by II model'O com­
mnni<'otillns network lind tllonned by well-trained
nwn e«(uipped wilh modern weapon ond the
ohility to u, e them,

lie will see hl'ondsenle industrinl development
under 0 progrom which bos ndded over !IO,OOO
new johs nnd iOO LI w foclorie in the post five
yenrs,

And pnssihly 1lI0s1 importont of all. he will
S('e the rcsnlts of :HI economy which has heen
pl'rmilled 10 grow through II cOllllllercill1 import
Jlrogrum suppl)'ing items the Vietnamese foreign
excluUlge hnlnnce could nevel' hnve ncquired without
externul OSsistlloce.

Let me discuss this Inst point in some d tail,



because it includes what probably is the most
misunderstood pl'Ogram of the entire American aid
effort. Simply stated. it is a means by which the
country can import what it needs to snstain itself
and grow, but which the country cannot proc1ll'e
for itself on the wmld market because its expOl·ts
do not produce the necessary foreign exchange.

Cnder the Commel'cial Import Program­
sometimcs rcfe....ed to as CIP-commodities
m'e purchased by various Vietnamese importers
under licenses issued hy the Vietnamese government.
These goods are purchased with United States dol­
lars, but the importer pays for them in piasters.
The piasters are put into a special fund utilized by
agreement between the two governments for such
important activities as defense. rural reconstruc­
tion. and other economic development projects.

Because of this program, you can see the fami­
liar «clasped hands» symbol everywhere in this
country. ln the marketplace. the smnll shop. on
the cans of cottonseed oil or the hnndtools or the
automotive pnrls, this symbol shows that the item
marked hns been imparted through the Commer­
cial lmport Progrnm. These items are not gifts,
01' mcrchandise for sale through black-market ncti­
vities. lnstead, they lire evidence of two-country
coopemtion in a vital economic area. Today they
permit the norm ill commercial world of Vietnnm
to exist. If there were no such program and Vietnam

could not supply the foreign exchange from treas­
U1'y resources, commerce would wither. industrial
growth would stop, and there could be no real
development.

More than seventy percent of all assistance
from America to Vietnam in recent years has gone
into this program, nnd 1 mn confident enough in
the wisdom and the need for such a progl'llm to
announce tonight that my government has approved
ndditional $:15 million for imports during the
months of October. November and Decemher.
During the first quarter, from July through Septem­
her, a total of 81l million was made available. Fur­
ther allotments to meet requirements obviously will
be made on the most timely basis,

I have tnlked about the past and the future in
economic terms, the dreams that have already be-·
come realities, and those other dreams we hope to
give flesh and substance to in the next decade. fiut
the sounds in the night outside this room, in the sky
and on the stree\, remind us all that first and fore­
most there is It war, That effort is taking prime
resources in men and material from both of our
countries and allied countries that couM otherwise
be used for development.

Illllkes away the village Vietnamese youth to fight
with the Vietnamese armed forces just as it takes
away the American farm hoy to fight with thc
U.S. Marines, for example. at Chu LaLlt demons-
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trates unl'quivocahly the determination of Vietnam
and the United States to fight communism and
repel aggl·ession. It substantiates heyond the slight­
est doubt the total commitment of my govern­
ment and yours to secure this land for those who
have the right to be secure. As President Johnson
has said,«As long as it takes. as much as it takes.1)

I submit to you that the purpose of all the aid
we have given and will continue to give is to
assist the Government to win for its people the
right to be strong and free.

Finally, I would like to underscore a point
I have touched on in almost everythillg I have
said tonight. As Amel'ieans. we arc here to assist
the people of Vietnam in every way we can. Our
interest is not confined to the economic and the
military. 'VI' have in r('Cent days strengthened onr
efforts to assist with the refugee rl'lief program
and within the VSOM there is now a special task
force dealing solely with this vital prohlem. "'e
have initiated an ail'1ift which will move almost
400,000 blankets from America to Vietnam for
distribution at refugee eeltlers. A large number of
these blankets have already arrived. President
Johnson recently sent a tl'am of seven American
voluntary agene)' leaders to look at the refugee
situation. This group left here last Saturday and
will be reporting to President Johnson its rl'eom­
mendations on fnrther assistance. We helieve they
will seek to broaden American voluntary efforts

12

to help the homeless and war-torn in Vietnam. I
very much hope that the American Lions. who
have a long tradition of service in the cause of
mankind. will be among those to respond.

Also we are honored by the presence in this
eountl·y today of two United States Senators and
two Repesentatives-Senators Kennedy from Mas­
sachusetts and Tydings from Mal')' land ami Con­
gressmen Tunney from California and Culver from
Iowa-all membel's of the United States Congress.
who hm'e come to observe the situation at first
hand, to leal'll what the Vietnamese are doing to
"in the war on all fronts and what America is
doing to assist.

For it is a Vietnamese effort with American and
allied assistance. It is the Vietnamese people who
will build this nation and live in it-not Americans.
It is the Vietnamese people who will become
economically strong through the best of all aid
programs. that of sl'lf-help. Our help is and must
be secoudary to the total effort of the Vietnamese.

The United States has promised its assistance
in this effort. I am proud that the record during
these troubled yl'ars will prove that we kept thaI
promise.'Ve believe in the strength of the people of
Vietnam to win the battle for survival. The record
of Vietnam during this decade demonstrates clearly
this belief has been well founded. And their inspir­
ing endeavor will bling the reward all men seek

freedom.
Thank you very much.•
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"We bolieue in 'he s're'Klh of !he people of Vie", ..... 10 win Ihe b,ulle for s"",iuol. The reeord of
Vielnam duri'K lhis decaJe demons"tUes clearly IMs belief has been weU fou.ded. Andlheir
inspiri'K e.deauor will bri'K !he reward oll me. uel. - freedom.·
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