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The Institute for International Programs (lIP), Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School 
of Public Health (JHBSPH) serves as National Secretariat for the Health and Child Survival 
Fellows Program (H&CS Fellows Program). The program has as its objective the establishing 

cti and fostering of a cadre of field-experienced technical experts in child survival and international 
health. The program offers two-year fellowships in international health and child survival for 
junior and mid-level Fellows. The program's assignments are with the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), international health organizations and donor agencies, as 
well as with universities, Private Voluntary Organizations (PVOs) and governments. The USAID 
assignments are located at USAID headquarters in Washington, DC and in its overseas field 
operations. 

HEALTH AND CHILD SURVIVAL 
FELLOWS PROGRAM 

H&CS Fellows 

Liane Adams M.P.H. 
Health and Child Survival Fellow 
USAIDlNigeria 

As the Child Survival Advisor for USAIDlNigeria, Ms. Liane Adams works in partnership with 
her Nigerian counterpart, Garba Abdu, to provide technical oversight and managerial assistance 
for the CS portfolio for the mission. The CS focus in Nigeria comprises three areas of technical 
importance: immunization, nutrition and malaria. 
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Currently Nigeria is entering the final stages of polio eradication. Nigeria is one of the three 
remaining endemic areas harboring the wild poliovirus (the other two being India and the 
Pakistan/Afghanistan area). The global goal for eradication of polio is the end of this year - 2002 
- and it is just now beginning to look as if transmission of polio in Nigeria can be interrupted by 
that date. 

USAIDlNigeria supports the training and social mobilization components of the polio eradication 
effort through implementing partners BASICS (training) and JHU (social mobilization). Ms. 
Adams provides technical oversight and managerial assistance these portfolios and is actively 
involved in this program. Ms. Adams serves on the InterAgency Coordinating Committee, 
organized and chaired by the Nigerian Government. She also serves on the smaller "Core" Group 
formed especially for the final stages of polio eradication. 

Through BASICS, USAIDlNigeria continues to address the needs of routine immunization and 
other basic health needs in 20 local government areas (LGAs) in three states nationwide. JHU 
provides the IEC expertise in Child Survival. Recently two new Ips were added to the CS mix: 
ARCH works on operations research and The Futures Group (Policy Project) is now working on 
policy issues at, mainly, the national level, especially for immunization and nutrition 

USAID has taken the lead in organizing a group of persons and organizations interested in seeing 
nutrition put high on the national agenda. This "Nutrition Partners Group," comprising 
representatives from UNICEF, WHO, IITA, relevant ministries and international NGOs, has been 
meeting since January 2002 to support the National Committee on Food and Nutrition (NCFN), 
housed in the National Planning Commission. Together with UNICEF, IITA, USDA, Ministry of 
Agriculture and several other partners, USAIDlNigeria is becoming actively involved in a 
micronutrient fortification initiative at several levels: small community millers to large, 
commercial milling operations. Ms. Adams is actively involved in a project to integratenutrition, 
agriculture and gender, which will see the collaboration of three sectors in USAID and various 
other partners in the donor community. 

In malaria, USAIDlNigeria supports NetMark with the commercial marketing of insecticide­
treated bednets nationwide. Roll Back Malaria has become a large initiative in Nigeria, and 
NetMark (USAID) is a major player. 

William K. Adih, M.D., MPH, DrPH 
Child Survival Advisor 
Baltimore City Health Department 
Division of Maternal and Child Health 

Dr. William K. Adih, M.D., M.P.H., Dr.P.H. serves as Child Survival Advisor to the Baltimore 
City Health Department's Division of Maternal and Child Health. Dr Adih provides technical and 
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managerial assistance to the Baltimore City Health Department's efforts to reduce infant and child 
mortality in the city. Dr. Adih's fellowship is funoed by the Baltimore City Health Department. 

Infant mortality in Baltimore City has remained static over the last 10 years, poverty and related 
social problems of the inner city having negated the substantial efforts of the Health Department 
and others to improve infant survival. The city demonstrates the disparity between African 
American and Caucasian infant mortality seen nationally, with Baltimore's rates mirroring its 
majority African American population. Baltimore is currently ranked 50th among the 50 largest 
U.S. cities for the percent of infants born at low birthweight, and tied for 49th place (with 
Washington, D.C.) for the percent of preterm infants. New preterm birth prevention initiatives, 
particulafly for very high-risk women with previous poor pregnancy outcomes and perinatal 
infections, are being developed by the Health Department for implementation through its Maternal 
and Infant Nursing (home visiting/case management) program. Violence, poverty and lack of 
access to health care in the city have a negative impact on the survival of older children. As a first 
step to address this, the City is instituting a multi-agency child fatality review process. 

In collaboration with public health leaders and the Maternal and Infant Nursing Program, Dr. Adih 
develops initiatives and policies to reduce preterm birth and other contributors to infant mortality 
in Baltimore city. He works with Maternal and Infant Nursing supervisors to assist them in 
creating protocols and other materials to implement new infant mortality initiatives. Dr. Adih 
assists with the design and implementation of measures to assess the effectiveness of infant 
mortality reduction efforts in the city. He provides managerial assistance to the Maternal and 
Infant Nursing Program as new infant mortality reduction initiatives are implemented and 
assessed. He provides technical assistance as a new client data system for the Maternal and Infant 
Nursing Program is designed, created and implemented. Dr. Adih has just completed providing 
technical assistance to the BCHD in the preparation of a grant proposal for funding for the 
Maternal and Infant Nursing Program to provide prevention education on sudden infant death 
syndrome (SIDS). Dr. Adih provides staff support to the City's mUlti-agency, multi-disciplinary 
Child Fatality Review Team, convening meetings and documenting findings and 
recommendations. Dr. Adih attended the Annual Maternal and Child Health Epidemilogy 
Conference in Clearwater Beach, Fl., December 12-15, 200 I. The theme for the conference is 
"Enhancing Competencies for Informed Decision Making in Maternal and Child Health 
Outcomes." 

Joan Atkinson, MPH 
HIVIAIDSISTI Technical Advisor 
llSAIJ)IJanlaica 

Ms Joan Atkinson serves as technical advisor to USAID/Jamaica. Ms. Atkinson plays a key 
technical role in the development/design of a continuing HIV / AIDS/STI Prevention and Control 
program with the Ministry of Health. She provides expert consultation to USAID in 
HIV / AIDS/STI. She assisted in the design of and is now overseeing the implementation of a 

H&CS Fellows Program Quarterly Technical Report _. June 2002 
4 



targeted Caribbean regional HlV / AIDS program and provides technical and managerial assistance 
with those programs. Ms Atkinson also provides technical assistance to the Adolescent 
Reproductive Health project manager (USAID) in guiding interventions, policies, and activities 
targeted to the Jamaican youth. In her role as technical advisor, Ms. Atkinson serves as an active 
communicator and liaison between USAID and the Ministry of Health. She assists in the 
identification of needs for external and international consultations. She facilitates the involvement 
of selected USAIDIW cooperating agencies as appropriate. Ms. Atkinson advises USAID and the 
MOH on a variety of issues including, but not limited to, HIVcounseling, mother to child 
transmission interventions, care of persons living with AIDS, strategies for behavior change and 
control (focus on youth 10-24 years). She assists the MOH in assessing training needs, and the 
development and implementation of training activities to develop the human resources necessary 
for carrying out programs/interventions in HIV / AIDS/STls. Ms Atkinson is coordinating with 
other donors and working closely with the MOH in drafting their next 5 year National Strategic 
Plan on HlV/AIDS. 

Christopher G. Barrett, MSc 
Infectious Diseases and HIV-AIDS Fellow 
USAIDlIndia 

Mr. Christopher Barrett serves as the Infectious Disease HIV / AIDS Fellow at the USAID mission 
in India. Mr Barrett is responsible for assisting the Mission and its external partners to accomplish 
programmatic objectives defined under the Mission's Strategic Objective (SO) #7 Mitigate the 
Impact ofInfectious Diseases Particularly HIV / AIDS. The ID/HIV portfolio in India is comprised 
of activities in HIV/AIDS prevention and control, polio eradication, tuberculosis control, applied 
epidemiological research, and support for surveillance system development. 

Mr. Barrett provides technical and managerial assistance to the Mission's Infectious Disease 
interventions. He serves as the Mission's point-person for applied epidemiological research, 
HIV lID intervention performance monitoring, behavioral surveillance activities, investments into 
support for the national surveillance system development, and provides technical and managerial 
support to the India Clinical Epidemiological Network (IndiaCLEN) activity. Mr. Barrett also 
helps provide technical and managerial support to the TB contol and Polio eradication portfolios. 
He helps to develop strategies, results frameworks and performance monitoring plans for the ID 
Team and promote cross linkages to other SO teams. 

Mr. Barrett provides technical input for the design and implementation of surveys to monitor the 
Tamil Nadu and Maharastra projects. He works closely with the APAC and A VERT project 
managers and technical colleagues from the Global Health Bureau IMPACT project to ensure 
relevant and robust information is collected and trend analyses are constructed to chart project 
performance and make adjustments as required. He provides technical and managerial assistance 
to the Mission's contribution to WHO for surveillance system development. He is working with 
other donors (especially the World Bank) and Ministry of Health colleagues to further define 
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USAID support for surveillance system strengthening nationally and in one or two states. Mr. 
Barrett provides technical and managerial assistance to USAID's support for IndiaCLEN. He helps 
define research priorities and develop a 5-year plan for applied research in child survival and 
infectious disease. 

Maria Alejandra Bosche, Dr. Med., MPH 
Health and Child Survival Fel/ow 
USAIDlNicaragua 

Dr. Bosche is a Health and Child Survival Fellow who serves as a technical advisor to 
USAIDlNicaragua's Healthy Families Results Team. The team's activities comprise child 
survival, reproductive health, and nutrition. Over the past quarter, Dr. Bosche used her technical 
expertise to monitor program implementation and quality control of USAIDlNicaragua's bilateral 
health program, PROSALUD, and global projects working in Nicaragua. She provided technical 
assistance to the Mission, facilitated coordination between the Ministry of Health (MOH) and 
projects, and took part in critical technical discussions with counterparts and partners. 

• Technical discussions to: 
-ensure that MACRO include key indicators in the Demographic Health Survey (DHS) 
preliminary report based on Mission priorities; she was instrumental in clarifYing concerns about 
the DHS expressed by donors and counterparts, greatly improving the quality and usefulness of 
the survey. 

-draft and discuss the MAQ Exchange assessment to improve access and quality of family 
planning/reproductive health services. 

-assessment of a proposed national census to measure height in first grade children in Nicaragua 
and presentation of technical recommendations to the Mission. 

-analyze the Facility Health and Community Surveys preliminary reports and submit technical 
recommendations for MEASURE. 

- prepare, with consultants from the Harvard project and the MOH, the national health accounts 
workshop and appraise the budget allocation methodology. 

-define priorities with the MOH and CDC, and provide feedback to the Mission's Health Officer 
on potential areas for continued Mission and CDC support. 

-review studies by the Central American Health Institute identifYing citizens' health concerns and 
priorities which led to policy recommendations for the newly elected Government of Nicaragua. 

- review project implementation as an active member of the PROSALUD Technical Committee. 
- analyze the MOH policy on pharmaceuticals, define priorities, and submit technical 
recommendations to the Mission's health team leader. 

• Technical Assistance to Mission: 
-Her technical expertise proved invaluable during meetings of the strategic objective team with the 
health results team, the Mission Director, and the Deputy Director 

-She regularly prepared talking points for speeches by the Mission Director on the health program. 

H&CS Fellows Program Quarterly Technical Report -- June 2002 
6 



,j 

-She worked with the Mission to evaluate indicators for the streamlined portfolio review and 
provided narrative information on programs and project activities on child survival, reproductive 
health and nutrition for the R-4. 

-As a member of the health team, her technical expertise was extremely useful on the initial 
discussions of the concept paper for the Mission's Results Framework and next five-year health 
strategy. 

• Monitoring and Project Implementation: 
-visited several health units to assess progress in PROSALUD's goal of reaching Fully Functional 
Service Delivery Points at 12 municipalities. 

-field visit to MOSTIPROSALUDIBASICS' pilot interventions on community distribution of iron 
supplements and the integrated community AIN/IMCI Model (growth promotion, disease 
management). 

-CDCIMOSTIMOH Nutrition Surveillance System. 
-Field trip: Title II Food Security Assessment 
-participated in technical discussions with consultants from global projects working in Nicaragua 
- Measure, Quality Assurance and BASICS - to monitor project implementation. 

• Coordination and Collaboration: 
- She actively and productively facilitated technical discussions among counterparts and projects 
and successfully encouraged the MOH to support the integration of the AIN/IMCI model. 

-Her work fostered coordination between the Quality Assurance project (QA), the World Bank 
Project and the MOH to leverage substantial additional funds to "institutionalize" quality 
assurance programs at the MOH. 

Neal Brandes, MHS 
CHR Project Health and Child Survival FelloJV 
USAIDIGIPHNIHNICSICHR 

Neal Brandes serves as technical Advisor to the Child Health Research (CHR) Project. He assists 
with the development, implementation and monitoring of CHR Project progress and activities. Mr. 
Brandes continued the work of streamlining the reporting, assessment, and management functions 
of the project. He is contributed to the completion of the evaluation of the CHR Project and the 
ongoing process and to assist the Office of Health and Infectious Diseases in determing research 
priorities. He also continues to work on developing a framework for a new child health research 
activity. He continues to be an active participant and contributor to the work of the Agency's 
antimicrobial working group. Neal also serves as an advisor to the agency on tobacco control 
Issues. 

Since last reporting period Neal Brandes participated in the INCLEN annual conference in Egypt 
and contributed to development of a multi-country study of zinc delivery/acceptability and the 
launch ofInc1en's Childnet. He also served on a team that conducted a mid-term evaluation of the 
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CHANGE Project and has been assisting the Pakistan team in design of a consultative process 
related to M CH activities in Pakistan. He also contributed to the formation of a cross-cutting 
Bureau Research team and to the design of a new Child Health Research activity by overseeing the 
design and completion of a survey of mission needs and the mapping of ongoing research 
activities in HIDN. Finally, he participated in a WHOfUNICEF consultation on community 
treatment of ARI in Stockholm. 

Logan Brenzel, PhD 
Population, Health and Nutrition Advisor 
USAIDILACIRSD-PHN 

Dr. Logan Brenzel serves as Senior Health Economist in LAC/RSD-PHN. During the past quarter, 
Logan provided include oversight ofInitiative activities including a workshop on leadership and 
health reform and a study on HIV I AIDS treatment costs in Mexico. She continued to participate in 
the redesign process for the LAC HSR Initiative began earlier in the year, including a consultative 
process with USAIDIW, USAID Missions, stakeholders, and technical experts. 

Logan also participated iIi several meetings of the Shared Agenda subgroup on National Health 
Accounts, which is an inter-agency coordinating body for PAHO, IDB, the World Bank, and 
USAID. 

Lyndon L. Brown, MPH 
Health Advisor 
USAIDlNepal 

Mr. Lyndon Brown serves as Health Advisor to the Office of Health and Family Planning 
(Strategic Objective #2) of US AlDIN epa I. He provides technical support and oversight of US AID­
funded child health and nutrition programs, jointly implemented with the Ministry of Health and 
other partners. These include the National Vitamin A Program, the National Community-Based 
IMCI Program, the National Female Community Health Volunteer (FCHV) Program, the National 
Immunization Program and Polio Eradication Initiative. This involves ongoing collaboration with 
staff of John Snow, Inc. (JSI), the Nepali Technical Assistance Group (NTAG), UNICEF and 
WHO. Mr. Brown also coordinates technical assistance provided by USAID/Global projects 
including MOST (vitamin A) and BASICS II (immunization). He advises PVO partners ADRA, 
CARE, PLAN International and Save the ChildrenlUS in planning, monitoring and evaluation of 
PVO/Child Survival projects, as well as polio eradication activities funded through the CORE 
Group, in various districts of Nepal. 

He continues to support collaboration between MOH, UNICEF and the USAID/BASICS II Project 
for more effective monitoring of immunization service coverage and quality. As a member of 
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Nepal's Immunization Coordinating Committee (ICC), he has also been involved in planning for 
the introduction of Hepatitis B vaccine and further strengthening of routine immunization, 
utilizing funds recently awarded by the Global Alliance for Vaccines & Immunization (GAVI). 

Gabrielle Bushman, MP A 
HIVIAIDS Technical Advisor 
USAID/GIPHNIHNIHIV-AIDS 

Gabrielle Bushman is a technical adviser in the U.S. Agency for International Development's 
HIV / AIDS division. She is currently developing an external affairs strategy for the division, which 
will include improving relationships with Congress, the press, the non-govemmental organization 
community and the public. Over the past several months, Ms. Bushman has worked to improve the 
division's public image by launching a new HIV / AIDS website and increasing dissemination of 
publications and general USAID HIV/AIDS information. 

She has also been planning USAID's participation in three major AIDS conferences this year, 
including the XIV International AIDS Conference in Barcelona in July. In addition, Ms. Bushman 
is the Office of HIV / AIDS representative to the Communications Working Group of the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

Nancy R. Cecatiello, M.A. 
Reproductive Health Advisor 
USAID/Uganda 

Ms. Cecatiello serves as the Reproductive Health Advisor to USAIDIU ganda in Kampala. In this 
new position she serves as the Activity Advisor for CMS, including activities related to Lacor 
Hospital and the Uganda Private Midwives Association, NGO Networks for Health, and Africare. 
In addition she is the secondary backstop for DISH II and the CARE CREHP project. Over the 
past several months, Ms. Cecatiello contributed significantly in drafting the R4 and developing the 
Mission's new Integrated Strategic Plan. She will be actively engaged in supporting the Mission's 
transition to the new strategy and will provide ongoing technical assistance across all program 
areas as the strategy is implemented. 

Ms. Cecatiello participated as one of the panelists in the Health and Child Survival Fellows 
Program Auxiliary Meeting at the Annual Meeting of the Global Health Council in May. 
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Timothy A. Clary, PhD 
HIVISTI Infectious Diseases Epidemiologist 
USAIDIEEIEESTIHRHA 

Dr. Clary also serves as the primary liaison between WHO/EURO and USAJD in their 
involvement in two projects: a TB manual for primary health care providers in the E&E region and 
a regional RomaniaIMoldova TB activity. He also liaisons with the CDC on two tuberculosis 
projects: a Regional TB Center of Excellence in Latvia and a small scale HIVITB coinfection 
research project in Russia. He continues his role as the primary contact between the State 
Department and USAJD for health projects in the Baltics, for the Global Fund and the E&E 
missions, and between OSI for STI and IDU activities. He is also the primary backstop for the TB 
project in Kosovo, the regional TB activity in Romania and Moldova, and both the HIY and TB 
activities in the Baltics. He was also involved in the writing of the SOW for an evaluation of TB 
activities in the E&E region and continues to provide support to this team. Outside of USAID he 
serves on the Steering Committee for Prison Health in the FSU and served on two Quality 
Enhancement Review boards for the World Bank for proposed health loans to Belarus and 
Ukraine. Finally, he is also partially responsible for reviewing and sometimes interpreting all HIY 
and TB related proposals, strategies and statistical documents for the E&E bureau and providing 
health briefers when necessary. 

Cornelia Davis, M.D., MPH 
Emerging and Infectious DiseaseslMalaria Advisor 
USAIDIAFRISD 

Dr. Cornelia Davis serves as the Emerging and Infectious DiseaseslMalarja Advisor to USAID's 
Bureau for Africa Office of Sustainable Development. This quarter Dr Davis assisted the HPN 
team in Kinshasa, DROC to review its infectious diseases activities. She overlapped and met with 
the IVA TLD representative who is providing TB technical assistance to the NTP. This meeting 
provided opportunity to remove some implementation blockages that were preventing the program 
from progressing. Dr Davis also met with 4eme Direction, responsible for surveillance, to discuss 
implementation of integrated disease surveillance (IDSR) in the Congo. She also met with the 
SANRU III and BASICS team to discuss progress of malaria and TB in their respective programs. 
Dr Davis participated in the Annual Partners meeting of REDSOIE in Nairobi April 22-26, 2002 
to discuss performance indicators for several regional institutions, among them, the Regional 
Center for Quality of Health Care (RCQHC) which is taking on JD activities, and the 
Commonwealth Regional Health Community Secretariat which will be taking on TBIHIY 
activities. June 10-13, Dr Davis participated at the Africa Bureau's Health Officers State of the Art 
(SOT A) meeting and presented Community TB Care Initiative during the JD sessions. As a 

,"' member of the WHO TBIHIV Working Group, she participated in the 2nd TBIHIV Working Group 
meeting in Durban, South Africa, which presented the progress made in developing the framework 
of TBIHIV activities, and the progress made to date in Africa on implementation of thls 
framework in selected countries. Finally Dr Davis provided technical assistance to the RCQHC in 
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Kampala, Uganda (June 18/19) in their joint workshop with WHO/AFRO, national TB and 
HIV / AIDS program managers from three countries, and representative from the TB Coalition, to 
identifY their role in TB in the region. 

Carter L. Diggs, M.D., Ph.D. 
Malaria Vaccille Developmellt Advisor 
USAIDIGIPHNIHNIEH Assistallt Ghalla Coordillator 

Dr. Carter Diggs is the Senior Technical Advisor for the USAID Malaria Vaccine Development 
Program (MVDP) and is involved in program development and implementation. The goal of the 
MVDP is to develop vaccines that will reduce morbidity and mortality in developing countries, 
especially in children - the major casualties of the disease. The program moves towards this goal 
by focussing on neglected facets of vaccine development, especially the actual production of 
experimental vaccines for testing in humans. The MVDP strategy is to provide evidence of the 
technical and commercial feasibility of a malaria vaccine to enable industry to make the necessary 
investment. The long-range objective is the licensure and introduction of a vaccine effective in 
endemic areas; usefulness of the same vaccine in travelers is also highly desirable since this would 
enhance commercial viability. To satisfy these requirements, a mUlti-component vaccine will 
likely be needed, and MVDP strategy is directed towards this goa\. Coordination with and 
leveraging of ongoing efforts of other agencies and institutions is an important aspect of the 
Program. Currently, the MVDP has agreements with the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR), and the Naval Medical Research Center (NMRC). 
Several specific vaccine initiatives are planned and managed by the MVDP. A new MSP-I 
production methodology developed at WRAIR under USAID MVDP support resulted in a vaccine 
which has recently undergone initial phase I testing demonstrating its safety and immunogenicity 
and a preliminary efficacy trial has begum. An operation to produce and test a multistage DNA 
malaria vaccine (MultiStage DNA Operation or MuStDO) was initiated in 1998 with NMRC. Up 
to 15 plasmids containing genes coding for malaria antigens will be combined in investigational 
vaccines. At this writing, a five-gene vaccine formulation clinical trial has been completed with no 
evidence of unacceptable toxicity. Dr. Diggs is Chairman of the Federal Malaria Vaccine 
Coordinating Committee (FMVCC), made up of U.S. Federal agencies involved in malaria 
vaccine development and coordinates USAID MVDP activities with the the European Malaria 
Vaccine Initiative (EMVI) and the Malaria Vaccine Initiative at PATH (MVI). 
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Maria L. Francisco, M.H.S. 
Health & Child Survival Technical Advisor 
BASICS II Project Advisor 
USAlDIGIPHNIHNICS 

Ms. Maria Francisco, serves as a technical advisor to the Child Survival Division of the Global 
Bureau, Center for Population, Health and Nutrition. In this capacity, she provides USAID with 
technical support and oversight to the design, development and implementation of policy, 
research, and project activities related to child health. As an advisor to the Basic Support for 
Institutionalizing Child Survival (BASICS II) project, she provides technical and operational 
backstopping for a subset of country-level activities and global initiatives, as well as for major 
technical focus areas of the project such as Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMCI), 
and related topics including quality assurance, operations research, and monitoring and evaluation, 
among others. Additionally, she provides strategic technical and program support to other USAID 
bureaus as well as to US AID field missions. Last year Ms.Francisco participated in a number of 
global as well as country level planning activities to support the operationalization of the WHO 
Roll Back Malaria - IMCI collaboration. In Uganda, she worked with USAIDlUganda, BASICS 
and other local partners to expand efforts to strengthen, in particular, implementation of the 
community and household component of IMCI as a means for delivering effective integrated 
malaria control at the community level. In addition, Ms. Francisco participated in the evaluation of 
the BHRlPVC Child Survival Technical Support project and served on a number ofreview panels 
for the BHRfPVC Child Survival Grants Program. 

Kristen L. Frank, MPH 
Africa Regional Program Advisor 
USAIDIGIPHNIOFPS 

Acting Asia Near East Regional Coordinator 
Country Coordinator for DR Congo, Liberia and 

Sierra Leone, Team Advisor for Cambodia, Pakistan alld Afghanistan 

Ms. Kristen L. Frank, MPH, serves as AsiaiNear East and Africa Regional Program Advisor to the 
Regional and Country Support (GH/RCS). This office improves the breadth and depth of 
coordination between USAID's Global Health Bureau (GH) and USAID's field missions to 
maximize the attainment of program strategic objectives within the limits of available resources. 
Ms. Frank provides technical and managerial support and oversight to the Africa Regional Team 
and the Asia Near East Regional team of GH. She serves in a liaison capacity to counterparts in 
the USAID Bureau for Africa and the Bureau for Asia Near East. Ms. Frank provides technical 
assistance and input during the design, implementation and evaluation of bilateral, regional and 
centrally funded PHN Programs. She participates in and contributes to USAIDIWashington review 
and analysis of country and regional strategic plans, results frameworks, program and field support 
data. 
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Ms. Frank assists Senior Staff ofOFPS with facilitation of the work of the Joint Programming and 
Planning Country (JPPC) Teams to: Develop sub-sector strategies and performance monitoring 
plans. Support Agency-wide or Center-wide regional technical initiatives or policy priorities 
including commodity security and Vitamin A; Review USAID/BHRlPVCIPVO proposals and 
detailed implementation plans; Support mission R4 (Results Review and Resource Request) 
development and Washington review. Develop and present Mission Portfolio Reviews for Senior 
Management; Identify human and financial resources, as needed, for mission PHN program 
development, implementation and evaluation. Develop and report technical data and field 
experience information for monitoring program performance and impact; Assist in formulating 
responses to congressional inquiries or requests. Identify and/or assist in maintaining mission 
cooperation with and support from other donor agencies, public and private sector partners. 

In coordination with other GIPHN Africa and Asia, Near East Regional Team members, Ms Frank 
serves as G/PHN liaison with Africa Bureau and Asia, Near East Bureau counterparts, including 
assisting with the development, maintenance and implementation of systems designed to promote 
collaboration and communication. 

Ms. Frank's serves as the Acting Asia, Near East Regional Coordinator in GHIRCS. In this 
capacity, she helped to form a joint country team for Pakistan and Afghanistan in the wake of the 
terrorist attacks and the US government's pledge to provide humanitarian assistance to central 
Asia. As an active member of this joint country team, she is participating in the development of an 
action plan for public health development assistance for both countries. 

Recently, Ms. Frank began chairing two interagency working groups for Afghanistan, for mental 
health and waterlsanitation issues. She also provided TDY support to Liberia to draft a RFA for 

II the health program and to Congo to help design the new Population and Reproductive Health 
program. 

Amanda J. Gibbons, PhD, MPH 
Advisor for Mother to Child Transmission and 
HIVIAIDS Care and Technical Support 
USAlDIGH/HIVIAlDS 

Dr. Gibbons serves as the technical advisor for Mother to Child Transmission and HIV/AIDS Care 
and Support in the Office of HIV/AIDS. She provides support to USAID's implementation of 
interventions to prevent mother to child transmission of HIV (MTCT) and to HIV/AIDS care and 
support services. Dr. Gibbons provides technical assistance and scientific updates to USAID 
overseas missions to design and implement interventions to prevent MTCT and community and 
facility-based HIV I AIDS care programs. Dr. Gibbons serves as liaison to regional bureaus on 
coordination of MTCT and Care activities. She also coordinates with key external partners in the 
Care and MTCT fields such as UNICEF, WHO, UNAIDS and foundations. 
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This past quarter, Dr. Gibbons focused on establishing collaborative efforts among organizations 
participating in MTCT and care and support activities. She chaired the multi-organizational 
committee to develop measurement indicators to track the progress of MTCT activities. She 
organized and chaired USAID MTCT task force. She provided guidance to the Washington office 
and country missions to explain the 2002 MTCT congressional directive and define efforts to meet 
this objective. She collaborated with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National 
Institutes of Health to produce a uniform statement of support for single-dose antiretroviral 
prophylaxis for the prevention of MTCT. She worked with the USAlDlWashington office to 
respond to congressional inquiries regarding MTCT activities and prepare documents and press 
releases for the President's International Mother and Child HIV Prevention Initiative. 

Stephen Richard Hodgins, MD, MSc, DrPH 
Child Survival and Nutrition Advisor 
USAIDlLusaka, Zambia 

Dr. Stephen Richard Hodgins serves as Child Survival and Nutrition Advisor to USAlDfLusaka. 
He: 

provides guidance, monitoring and technical support to USAID/Lusaka, the Government of 
the Republic of Zambia (GRZ), and technical counterparts of donors and USAID cooperating 
agencies in the design, implementation, coordination and monitoring of Zambia's Child Survival 
and Nutrition activities 

,Ii provides technical assistance in the areas of malaria, child survival and nutrition to the 
Zambia Integrated Health Project (ZIHP) 

actively participates in malaria, child survival and nutrition working groups of ZIHP and 
GRZ 

provides technical oversight of operations research in child survival, especially in malaria and 
nutrition (including malaria drug resistance stlldies) 

Matthew C. Lynch, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Malaria Advisor 
USAIDIGH/HIDNIEH 
USAIDIAFR Country CoordinatorlEritrea 

Matthew Lynch serves as malaria advisor to both the Environmental Health Division, Bureau of 
Global Health, Division of Infectious Diseases and Environmental Health and the Africa Bureau, 

,Ii Office of Sustainable Development. Dr. Lynch provides the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) with technical support and oversight to ongoing and planned activities 
related to malaria control programs. Dr. Lynch is currently working on malaria programs focused 
on improved vector control activities in Eritrea and Mozambique, as well as on developing 
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expanded malaria control programs in Senegal, Uganda and Zambia. The last three are focused on 
identifYing and establishing the necessary components in national malaria control programs 
needed to go to national scale for three key objectives. These objectives are summarized In the 
Abuja Declaration goals as achieving 60% of children with access to prompt and effective 
treatment, 60% of pregnant women with access to effective preventive services, and 60% of 
vulnerable populations have access to insecticide-treated nets. 

This past quarter Dr. Lynch has worked with the three "national scale" countries to develop 5-year 
malaria strategies integrating USAID-funded malaria activities into the respective national RBM 
strategies. Dr. Lynch also attended the Africa region PHN State of the Art (SOTA) meeting in 
Nairobi, presenting a description of the draft RBM Strategic Framework for Co-ordinated National 
Action. This consensus strategy for !TN distribution emphasizes the need for complementary 
private sector and social marketing activities in USAID malaria portfolios. 

Nitin Madhav, MPlA, MPH 
Child Survival and Health Advisor 
USAIDIDCHAlPVC/CSH 

Nitin Madhav serves as Child Survival Technical Advisor in the Child Survival and Health 
Division in the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian Assistance, Office of Private 
and Voluntary Cooperation (USAIDI DCHA IPVCICSH). Nitin is taking an active role in the day­
to-day operation of the Child Survival Grants Program, where he backstops fifteen PVOs (Private 
and Voluntary Organizations) with a total of 31 projects around the world. During the past quarter 
Nitin was asked to be on the Central Asia Task Force, USAID's rapid response to the Afghanistan 
crisis. As a member of the task force, he drafted an Annual Program Statement (APS) for 
Afghanistan and provided assistance and guidance to those responding to the APS. 

As a fluent Dari and Urdu speaker, Nitin was asked to be the point person in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan for the printing and distribution of 10.6 million textbooks which were provided to the 
children of Afghanistan by the US Government, at the start of school, on March 21, 2002. In 
addition to over seeing the typesetting, calligraphy, and plate making, during the printing process, 
Nitin also obtained bids and tenders for book orders, provided logistical support in the 
warehousing, overland transport and airlifting of text books. He worked in close collaboration 
with the Interim Minister of Education for the Afghan Interim Authority and the UNICEF office 
for Afghanistan, as well as the White House and the State Dept. 

Since his return from Afghanistan, Nitin has returned to the Child Survival Grants Program where 
his day-to-day activities involve backstopping and supporting the program. Currently he is 
reviewing detailed implementation plans. 
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Monique A. Mosolf, MSW, MPH 
Vitamin AlMicronutrients Program Coordinator 
USAIDIGHIHIDNICS 

Ms. Monique A. Mosolf serves as the principle coordinator and liaison for USAID's Enhanced 
Vitamin A Effort (VITA). She serves as the Agency's lead contact, working with other USAID 
Bureaus, the field missions and various international agencies such as UNICEF, the World Bank 
and WHO. Ms Mosolf provides technical oversight of the day-to-day movement of the initiative, 
setting the agenda for VITA coordination meetings, assigning and following up actions, and 
facilitating discussion that promote Vitamin A interventions. Because the VITA initiative is 
unique in its partnership between public and private sector, Ms. Mosolf facilitates and promotes a 
productive working relationship with key representatives from the food industry, food processors 
and manufacturers, and pharmaceutical companies. Ms. Mosolf serves as a technical advisor and 
facilitator for GAIN, the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition, a new global entity with food 
fortification for enhancement of nutritional status as its priority. She facilitates and participates in 
discussions associated with fortification technologies, establishment of quality control systems for 
production and distribution processe.s, and legislation and enforcement procedures. Through 
GAIN, she works with food and phannaceutical multinational companies to launch public-private 
partnerships at a country level. In addition to fortification, Ms Mosolf also monitors and promotes 
the global vitamin A supplementation programs supported by USAID. This includes working with 
USAID implementing agencies to track vitamin A capsule programs in the 20 VITA-focus 
countries. 

Sangita Patel, MPH 
Health Sector Communications Advisor 

.. USAIDIE&EIEESTIHRHA 

Sangita Patel serves as Health Communications Advisor to the Europe and Eurasia Bureau's 
Health Refonn and Humanitarian Assistance Division team. She provides technical, analytical, 
and backstopping support to assist with the implementation, monitoring, and/or design of health 

"II communications interventions. She is also responsible for tracking, reviewing, and drafting 
responses to U.S. and Congressional inquiries, and drafting responses for other requests for 
infonnation. 

This past quarter, Sangita continued to work with PSI, DFID, UNFPA, and OSI to design a 
regional intervention to prevent the spread of HIV I AIDS in the sub-region. A two-pronged 
strategy addressing the needs of NGO capacity building and regional IEC materials production 
and dissemination through high risk target groups was mapped, and is currently under review. 
Sangita also worked with the regional UNICEF Balkans Coordinator and UNAIDSlRomania to 
implement a South Eastern Europe HIV/AIDS Conference for over 140 participants. She planned 
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working group sessions, helped the Romania Mission implement a donor's meeting, and assisted 
in preparations for the final conference report. 

Sangita provided USAIDlRomania with technical support as they begin assisting the MOH in 
drafting a $30 Million USD HIV/AIDSrrB proposal for the Global AIDS Fund. She met with 
local counterparts and UN Agency representatives to outline the components of a comprehensive 
strategy that would complement the National HIV/AIDS Strategy. She drafted a preliminary work 
schedule, and left enough information for local representatives to take charge of the situation and 
finish the draft, bearing in mind the sensitivities involved in drafting an initial proposal. 

Sangita also assisted the USAID Mission in Serbia determine to what extent they will need to 
assist the national government implement an HIV / AIDS Strategy, based upon their application 
status to the Global AIDS Fund. She helped clarify the role of a US entity (University of Southern 
California) in the drafting process, and also alerted the Kosovo Mission in enough time, as similar 
plans are underway and the Mission wanted to be included in the process. 

Sangita also helped to welcome a delegation of Russian and Central Asian representatives during 
two briefings intended to introduce harm reduction and child welfare to higher level national 
officials who could, in tum, go back to their countries and begin advocating for changes. She also 
prepared background materials for reproductive health and education specialists heading out to 
Central Asia in order to determine implications of funding on their future strategy. 

Sangita continues to plan for the SOT A with a planning team, and has begun to work actively to 
design the HIV/AIDS portion of the training. She looks forward to assisting the USAIDlUkraine 
Mission next quarter as they prepare for a presentation at the 14th International HIV/AIDS 
Conference. She will also assist the Mission to understand what implications the HIV/AIDS 
funding will have on their current strategic priorities. 

Billy Pick, J.D., MSW 
HIVIAIDS and STD Advisor 
USAIDIANEISPOTS 

Mr. Billy Pick serves as HIV/AIDS and STD Advisor to the Asia Near East Bureau. He provides 
technical and managerial assistance to the design, monitoring and evaluation of USAID's STD and 
HIV-AIDS programs, projects and irtitiatives within the Asia and Near East region. He assists in 
the management, implementation and evaluation of the ANE Regiomil HIV / AIDS and Infectious 
Disease Project. He monitors HIV/AIDS and STD trends, programmatic activities and 
developments in the ANE region. Mr. Pick provides technical support to USAID overseas 
missions on the design and implementation of interventions to prevent the spread of HIV / AIDS. 
He serves as liaison to the USAID's Global Bureau on technical issues and on regional 
developments and issues. Mr. Pick assists with coordination of HIV/AIDS and STD activities. He 
also, serves in a liaison capacity with cooperating agencies, international organizations, non-
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governmental organizations, private sector and other organizations working on HIV-AIDS/STD 
issues in the region. . 

Mr. Pick participated as technical advisor and writer on the strategy development team for the new 
USAIDlPhilippines HIV / AIDS strategy. He also continued the process of finalizing the 
HIV / AIDS strategies for Indonesia, Nepal, and India, as well as the assessments and frameworks 
for Laos and Vietnam. Mr. Pick worked to access funding and arrange for the mid-term evaluation 
of the PapualNew Guinea HIV/AIDS program. He participated in the development of USAID's 
possible HIV/AIDS response in Burma and China. He worked on programming allocations for 
OY02 HIV/ AIDS funds for the ANE region. Mr. Pick participated on working groups dealing with 
the Expanded Response to the HIV / AIDS epidemic and held meeting with other donors including 
Dfid, JICA, Soros and Gates Foundations. He presented on Human Rights and HIV Issues for the 
POLICY Project, and met with a delegation from Uzbvekistan to discuss harm reduction strategies 
for working with IDU. He is also participating on the planning committee for an NIH-funded 
conference on research in Asian and Pacific Islander communities. 

Jonathan Ross, MPH 
Child Health and Nutrition Advisor 
USAIDllndonesia 

As the Child Health and Nutrition Advisor to USAID/Indonesia, Mr. Ross serves as a member of 
the Child Health and Nutrition (CHN) and Infectious Disease (lD) Teams. He provides technical 
guidance and oversight to CHN and ID programs which are jointly implemented with the Ministry 
of Health and other partners. These include the A wal Sehat Untuk Hidup Sehat (Healthy Start for 
a Healthy Life) Program (PATH), Pulang Kampung (Coming Home) Program -<Save the 
ChildrenlUS), the National Tuberculosis Program (Royal Netherlands Tuberculosis Association 
(KNCV)), the Malaria Control Program in Central Java (WHO and NAMRU), the Polio 
Eradication Initiative (WHO), and the Nutrition and Health Surveillance System and Vitamin A 
Program (HKI). Mr. Ross also serves as a member of the ICC for GA VI and the Partnership 
Forum for Tuberculosis. 

During the past quarter Mr Ross participated on an assessment team mission to Central Java for 
the development of a malaria control program in response to the resurgence of malaria in the 
Menoreh Hills area. The program will be implemented by NAMRU-2 and will seek input from the 
MOH at all levels, universities, WHO and other organizations tackling malaria in Indonesia. Mr. 
Ross also participated in his first monitoring trip to Banda Aceh. Although this program, being 
implemented by Save the ChildrenlUS began almost 2-years ago, the ongoing civil unrest in the 
province has restricted USG travel. Save continues to work under very difficult and restrictive 
conditions in an effort to assist, primarily, women and children who have been directly affected by 
unrest which began in the mid-l 970s. During the last week of June, Mr. Ross will participate in a 
Regional Drug Procurement Course for Tuberculosis being held by RPMplus in Jakarta. As 
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USAID provides additional assistance to the National TB Program in Indonesia, the Issues 
surrounding drug procurement, quality and logistics increasingly require more attention. 

Glenn F. Sessions, BSN, MPH 
HIVIAIDS, STI and TB Advisor 
USAIDlBrazil 

Mr. Glenn Sessions serves as a HIV/AIDS Technical Advisor to USAIDlBraziL He is the 
principal advisor to the Mission's Senior Health Team Leader in the area ofHIV/AIDS prevention 
and other health-related activities. He provides technical assistance in the development, 
implementation and evaluation of specific activities under USAID/Brazil's Strategic Objective for 
HIV / AIDS prevention and TB control, which is designed to increase sustainable and effective 

'Ii programs to prevent transmission of STIIHIV and control TB. These activities include capacity 
building to strengthen the management and technical skills oflocal NGOs and municipal, state and 
federal health departments, condom social marketing, the integration of STIIHIV prevention and 
reproductive health services, and operations research to promote effective interventions. Mr. 
Sessions also participates in expanded HIV/AIDS prevention teams with U.S. and local NGOs, 
other international donors, and the Ministry of Health (MOH), as well as with .other USAID field 
missions and USAIDIW staff on related regional issues. He assists Senior Health Team Leader to 
articulate the activities, problems, and progress of US AID/Brazil's HIV/AIDS and TB programs to 
USAID's Senior Management and the American Embassy in BraziL 

This past quarter, Mr. Sessions met with USAID/Brazil-supported cooperating agencies 
(Management Sciences for Health, PathfinderlBrazil, DKT, the Population Council, and the 
Brazilian NGO BEMFAM) to discuss new activities and workplans for FY2003 He coordinated 
and participated in USAID/Brazil's Partners Meeting in Sao Paulo, Brazil to plan new activities 
with the Mission's cooperating agencies and MOH officials from the National AIDS Program for 
FY2003. He provided ongoing technical and administrative assistance in the design of 
USAID/Brazil's strategic plan for FY2003-08. Mr. Sessions traveled to Sao Paulo, Brazil to visit 
state and municipal AIDS programs with a team from USAIDIW that assisted the Mission in 
designing the new strategic plan for FY2003-08. He also traveled to Campinas, Brazil to assist in 
the drafting of a report on the results and recommendations of the Population Council's strategic 
assessment of factors related to HIV transmission in six Brazilian border sites. Mr. Sessions 
participated in a meeting in Brasilia to disseminate the findings of the Population Council's border 
study to MOH officials and the Brazilian media. He traveled to San Francisco and Sacramento, 
CA with a group of Brazilian state AIDS coordinators to participate in the NAST AD/CDC study 
tour to study monitoring and evaluation practices of community-based HIV-prevention programs; 
traveled to Salvador, Brazil to visit with PathfinderlBrazil staff and its NGO implementing 
partners to assess ongoing projects and discuss new USAIDlBrazil-supported activities for 
FY2003. Mr Sessions attended various meetings with officials from the MOH's National AIDS 
and TB Control programs to discuss ongoing and future activities; was asked to attend the 
UNAIDS Theme Group Meeting. by USAID/BraziL 
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•• David Sintasath, MoSco (LontL) 
EpidemiologistiMalaria Control Program Advisor 
Ministry of Healtlz, Government of Eritrea 
USAIDlEritrea 

Mr. David Sintasath serves as Epidemiologist! Malaria Control Program Advisor to the Ministry 
of Health (MOH) for the State of Eritrea. Mr. Sintasath assists with the USAJD initiative for 
strengthening evidence-based programming for malaria prevention and control in Eritrea. He also 
cooperates/coordinates with the USAID-funded Environmental Health Project (EHP), its resident 
technical advisor and team members, and the USAID/Eritrea PHN Office activities. He serves as a 
resource to the National Malaria Control Program (NMCP) for increasing its capacity to collect, 
manage, analyze, and use data through improvements to its surveillance systems, opemtional 
research programs, and information systems. Mr. Sintasath provides epidemiological technical 
support for field studies in malaria prevalence, anti-malarial drug efficacy, and the collection of 
baseline information for monitoring and evaluation of malaria control activities as part of the Roll 
Back Malaria initiative. He provides further technical support in data management, analysis, and 
epidemic preparedness and response. He develops and coordinates various training activities for 
the NMCP, including short courses in epidemiology, a diploma program for malaria/public health 
technicians, as well as malaria microscopy trainings and refresher courses. Mr. Sintasath is 
involved in the establishment of 'sentinel' sites throughout the country as focal points for training 
and operational research opportunities. He is currently serving as a resource person on an anti­
malarial drug efficacy technical committee to review current current policy in Eritrea. 

This past quarter he continues providing assistance to the MOH in developing plans for epidemic 
preparedness and forecasting and developing standard opemting procedures for the selected 
sentinel sites. He is currently teaching courses in health statistics and epidemiology in the Public 
Health Technician diploma curriculum that he helped to develop at the College of Nursing and 
Medical Technology. 

Mr. Sintasath participated as one of the panelists in the Health and Child Survival Fellows 
Program Auxiliary Meeting at the Annual Meeting of the Global Health Council in May 2002 in 
Washington DC. 

William Ko Slater, MPH 
Technical Advisor - HIV-AIDS Special Objective 

<. USAID/Guyana 

Mr. William Slater serves as primary technical advisor and provides managerial and technical 
assistance to USAID/Guyana's special objective in HIV -AIDS. He assists in the identification of 
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strategies and approaches for achieving SPO results. Mr. Slater provides technical leadership in 
the development of the SPO annual work plan and monitor SPO progress and outcome indicators. 
He organizes periodic review of the SPO and provides leadership in revisions as needed. He 
assures that the activities in the work plans are accomplished on schedule and participants 
collaborate effectively. Mr. Slater maintains close working relationships with SPO program 
implementers, SPO Steering Committee members, Government of Guyana (GOG) representatives 
and the project's beneficiaries. This will include participating on the development of a four year 
HIV I AIDS Strategic Planning Process working with the GOG/UNAIDS/donors, assisting CDC in 
the establishment of a local office and assistance with Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission 
(PMTCT) assessment visits, facilitation of technical assistance by lSI-Deliver to the logistics 
division of the Ministry of Health (MOH), facilitation of technical assistance by Family Health 
International (FHI) on the communications component of the Guyana 
HIV I AIDS/STI Youth Project, and facilitation of the development of a Condom 
Social Marketing Plan. In addition, Mr. Slater will provide technical assistance and oversight in 
the development of the scope of work for a youth assessment survey working with implementing 
partners. He facilitates capacity building of the USAID-funded NGOs and project steering 
committee(s). Mr. Slater mobilizes support for and ensures networking and coordination of 
HlV/AIDS information and actIVItIes. Mr. Slater serves as USAID's technical 
representative on USAID Guyana's HIV/AIDS Youth Project Steering Committee. He reviews and 
monitors NGO activities in coordination with the Youth Project Steering Committee members and 
in collaboration with U.S. implementing partners. He develops and implements systems to monitor 
USAID programmatic, financial and administrative objectives and USAID managing-for-results 
norms. 

Marni J. Sommer, RN, MSN, MPH 
Pharmaceutical Management Advisor 
USAIDIGIPHNIHNIHPSR 

Marni Sommer serves as the Pharmaceutical Management Technical Advisor to the Health Policy 
and Sector Reform (HPSR)Division of the HIDN Office. Ms. Sommer provides management 
support to the Rational Pharmaceutical Management (RPM) Plus Program, the U.S. Pharmacopeia 
Drug Quality and Information Program, and the HPSR flagship project, Partners for Health 
Reform (PHR) Plus. She provides technical assistance for approaches and strategies that 
strengthen PHN priority interventions in reproductive, maternal, neonatal and child health, 
HlV I AIDS and infectious diseases by improving overall drug management, product quality and 
pharmaceutical information activities as part of integrated health sector reform initiatives. Ms. 
Sommer is currently assisting the CAs in their development of FY03 workplans. Additional new 
office duties include preparation of a weekly informational bulletin for Administrator Natsios on 
behalf of the HIDN Office. 
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Ms. Sommer reviewed the concept paper being circulated in preparation for the upcoming 
development of a new five-year strategy for the USAID Mission in Eritea. She participated in 
multiple meetings with Mission staff during their visit to USAIDIW ashington. 

This past quarter Ms. Sommer attended the MSF Access to Medicines conference in New York 
City in mid-March, where the issue for funding for neglected disease pharmaceuticals and 
improved access were discussed and debated. Ms. Sommer participated in the 4th World Congress 
on Tuberculosis, and the Stop TB/GDF/MSH RPM Plus and SEAMIKNCV TB management 
workshop which was convened to discuss the problems and realities of drug management in 
countries receiving or expecting to receive Tuberculosis drugs from the Global Drug Facility. Ms. 
Sommer continues to work on the multi-partnered effrot to make the WHO Global Strategy for the 
Containment of AMR operational at the country leveL She is an active member of the GH 
Antimicrobial Resistance Working Group and has been coordinating with other members to 
arrange a series of brown bag trainings on AMR for staff in the USAID Washington D.C. Bureaus. 
Ms. Sommer also participated in the Pharmaceutical Clearinghouse of the Americas planning 
meeting, a new multi-country effort to improve pharmaceutical information, chaired by PAHO. 
She has provided additional assistance in reviewing documents and participating in meetings that 
address the developing Global Fund for the fight against AIDS, TB, and Malaria. 

Ms. Sommer participated as one of the panelists in the Health and Child Survival Fellows Program 
Auxiliary Meeting at the annual conference of the Global Health CounciL 

Andreas W. Tamberg, M.A. 
Health Program Advisor 
USAIDICAR 

Me. Andreas W. Tamberg serves as the Health Advisor to USAID/CAR based in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan. Me. Tamberg provides technical and managerial guidance and coordinates programs 
in primary health care, infectious disease prevention, and child survivaL He monitors the 
implementation of systemic changes to create a higher quality, more cost-effective family health 
care system. Recent advances in this area have included the tranformation of rural health care 
posts into independent legal entitities and their adoption of a capitated provider payment system. 
This change represents Uzbekistan's first step in the direction of systemic rationalization of health 
care financing. Me. Tamberg provides technical guidance to quality primary health care 
partnerships in emergency care and community nursing. He is also coordinating the adoption of 
improved health curricula into primary, secondary and nursing schools. 

A substantial increase in Uzbekistan's health portfolio incorporates several new directions. Mr. 
Tamberg is developing a series of new programs in maternal and children's health (MCH), drug 
abuse and HIV -AIDS prevention, school health education and public health management. In May 
2002, a group of 7 Uzbek specialists visited the United States on a drug abuse prevention study 
tour, marking the start of the new USAID technical initiative. The new MCH program will begin 
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in Spetember 2002. Mr. Tamberg's counterparts now include representatives of the country's 
Cabinet of Ministers, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Public Education. 

Mr. Tamberg conducted a site assessemerit and monitoring visits to Karakalpakstan on the Aral 
Sea, as well as in the southern provinces of Surkhandarya and Kashkadarya near Afghanistan. He 
is identifying priority health and educational facilties for infrastructure improvements to be 
provided through the USAID/CAR Community Action Investment Program. 

Mr. Tamberg continues to work with CDC to conduct HIV sentinel surveillance and implement 
safe blood screening and HIV testing systems throughout Uzbekistan. He also serves as the 
Control Officer for Operation Provide Hope, the State Department-Department of Defense 
program that will bring 150 rail containers of hospital equipment, as well as other medical 
supplies to Uzbekistan in the summer of 2002. He assists government and non-governmental 
counterparts in relevant health-related humanitarian assitance projects and monitors the policy 
environment affecting health reforms supported by the USAID Office of Health, Population and 
Nutrition in Almaty. Mr. Tamberg also coordinates the 2002 Demographic Health Survey for 
Uzbekistan. 

Merri Weinger, MPH 
Environmental Health Technical Advisor 
USAlDIGIPHNIHNIEHD 

Ms. Weinger provides technical support and oversight to ongoing and planned actIVIties in 
environmental health with special emphasis on the CESH (community-based environmental 
sanitation and hygiene) and ECHO (environmental change and health outcomes) themes of the 
Environmental Health Division. She assists with operations research, policy activities, and 
implementation of CESH activities. She assists with ECHO activities to improve surveillance and 
data analysis to better understand patterns of vector-borne disease and the use of this information 
to develop better control and prevention programs. She further assists ECHO with the 
development of health early warning systems to better forecast and prepare for epidemic infectious 
disease outbreaks, such as cholera or dengue. Ms Weinger serves as a technical resource on the 
CESH and ECHO themes outlined above for G/HIDN/EH and other USAIDlWashington Offices 
and Bureaus, as well as regional and bilateral USAID programs. She works with the technical 
assistance contractor for the GIHIDNIEH, the Environmental Health Project (EHP), to develop 
and implement a workplan for CESH and ECHO activities. Ms Weinger works with USAID 
Offices, Regional Bureaus and Missions, both in Washington and through travel to the field, to 
develop and· assist in the oversight of CESH and ECHO activities. She builds upon and further 
develops relationships with multilateral institutions (World Bank, U.N. organizations), other 
bilateral donors, foundations, and international PVOsINGOs, around CESH and ECHO-related 
activities, such as sharing lessons learned in community-based approaches to hygiene promotion. 
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This past quarter, Ms Weinger provided technical support to several USAID Missions. During two 
visits to Nicaragua, she worked with the Mission and NicaSalud, an NGO Network, to consolidate 
ongoing USAIDIEHP technical support/collaboration on hygiene improvement for diarrheal 
disease reduction. In conjunction with this initiative, she participated in a meeting co-sponsored by 
NicaSalud and Johns Hopkins University on follow-up for the post-Mitch reconstruction projects 
in water, hygiene and sanitation initiated with EHP. She also facilitated the planning process to 
launch a collaborative EHPIPAHO initiative, BehaviorChange Jor the Prevention oj Diarrheal 
Diseases. Finally, she has helped to facilitate a partnership between AIDIW and the USAID 
Mission in Nicaragua for accelerated implementation of the household and community component 
of IMCI (C-IMCI). Ms Weinger has recently become the country point person for Nicaragua 
based at USAIDIW. 

In the Dominican Republic, she participated in the evaluation of a project on hygiene behavior 
change (a precursor of the EHPIPAHO initiative mentioned above). She has also worked with the 
Mission to consolidate the follow-up of this project and other hygiene improvement activities as 
part of the ongoing Mission strategy and work plan. 

As a backstop for USAIDIEHP activities on Vector-Borne Diseases in Nepal, Ms. Weinger 
attended a workshop on "Standardization of Cross-border Surveillance of Priority Vector-borne 
Diseases in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN countries)" in Bhutan. Following the 
workshop, she proceeded to Nepal where she provided participated in a field visit to EHP project 
sites and provided technical assistance. She also explored opportunities for EHP collaboration 
with governmental and non-governmental partners in Nepal on technical assistance for hygiene 
improvement. 

Ms Weinger joined JHU in January from the World Health Organization where her last 
assignment with the Roll Back Malaria Initiati~e involved the development of a 7-day course and 
curriculum on "Rolling Back Malaria in Complex Emergencies". She was invited by WHO to 
participate in the first field test of the curriculum in Entebbe, Uganda from June 23-30. The 
training initiative is funded by USAID/OFDA. 

Norma W. Wilson, M.S., Dr.P.H., F.P.N.P., P.N.P. 
USAIDIGIPHNIHNIHPSR 
MEASURE II Project Advisor 

Dr. Norma W. Wilson serves as technical advisor to USAID's Division of Health Policy and 
Sector Reform for the Measure Projects. Dr. Wilson assists with the development and evaluation 
of initiatives relating to the improved collection, utilization, analysis and dissemination of data 
applicable to Health and Nutrition sectors in developing countries. Specific attention is given to 
indicator and program data in the fields of maternal health, child survival, HIV/AIDS and 
infectious diseases. She advises USAID on policy and program issues related to MEASURE, 
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particularly as they relate to the monitoring and evaluation of the health sectors of developing 
countries. She provides leadership in augmenting the usefulness of MEASURE products to health 
policy makers and program managers. Dr. Wilson assists with the development, implementation 
and dissemination of health schedules (including areas such as, but not limited to, child health, 
nutrition, deliveries and maternal health, STIs, HIV I AIDS, health care facilities and health 
expenditure) for the Demographic Health Surveys and other instruments developed under 
MEASURE. She assists with the development, implementation, assessment and dissemination of 
health assessment tools, including rapid diagnostics, to ascertain the level and magnitude of health 
problems in developing countries, as well as countries' programmatic capabilities to deliver and 
finance health care. Dr. Wilson develops and maintains networks involving persons and 
institutions worldwide that are concerned with data collection and their use in developing 
countries. This task includes: participation in meetings, report and survey reviews, and reviewing 
data/information requests; work with the Office of Health and Nutrition Strategic Objectives teams 
on indicator development and reporting; liaise with and coordinate MEASURE activities with 
relevant US Government Agencies and donors (UNICEF, World Bank, WHO, regional 
development banks, UNAIDS), the Office of Population, USAID regional and central bureaus and 
Missions; and field visits as part of coordination activities. Dr. Wilson serves as primary technical 
advisor from the Office of Health and Nutrition on areas pertaining to the development, use, and 
dissemination of MEASURE products, particularly those of MEASURE DHS, MEASURE 
Evaluation and MEASURE Communication. 

Jennifer Winestock Luna, MPH 
Maternal Health and Child Survival Advisor 
USAIDILACIRSD-PHN 

Ms. Jennifer Winestock Luna, MPH provides technical assistance in the oversight of the Latin 
America and Caribbean Regional maternal health and child survival initiatives. She works to 
strengthen maternal health and child survival program implementation by advising on regional 
initiatives and providing technical support to USAID missions in Latin America. Her specific 
duties include advising on two regional initiatives, The Latin America and Caribbean Regional 
Initiative to Reduce Maternal Mortality ( LAMM) and the Regional Vaccine and Measles 
Elimination Initiative. She also advises on nutrition issues in the region. 

Ms. Winestock Luna coordinates activities between USAID and partners for the last year of 
implementation of the LAMM and Vaccination initiatives and is a leader in the design of maternal 
health and vaccination activities for the future. She provides oversight and monitors the 
implementation of the initiatives. All of these activities involve coordination between different 
agencies including PAHO and CDC as well as coordination among different parts of USAID, 
specifically between the LAC bureau and Global bureau. 
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