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I. PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

A. Support the activities of the Disability Forum 

1. Program Activities: 

a. April 18 is National PWD Day in Vietnam, as established by the Ordinance for Disabled 
Persons. The Association of Disabled Youth (ADY) organized an excursion from Ho Chi Minh 
City to Hanoi by a delegation of young people with disabilities on three-wheelers to commemorate 
the event. 

b. Monthly meetings of the Disability Forum continue. This quarter, plans for the next country
wide meeting were discussed and finalized. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results: 

a. The ADY obtained major support from the private sector; HVO agreed to cover part of their 
expenses, including sending the vehicles back to HCMC on a train afterward. The delegation 
visited many PWD groups in the course of their journey, creating a great deal of enthusiasm for 
the nascent self-help movement in Vietnam. A new PWD group has been formed 
in Danang as a direct result of the ADY visit. 

b. The NCCD (National Coordinating Council on Disability in Vietnam) held a syrnposium in 
mid-May to discuss employrnent and self-help groups. Since employrnent was the topic at our 
Danang meeting in August, 2000, the group decided to focus on self-help groups at the next 
meeting which is scheduled for early August. PWD groups will take the lead in hosting the event, 
and NGO participation will be minimal. 

B. To support the university linkages through the development of distance learning opportunities 

1. Program Activities 

Following up on earlier contacts with Hue Medical University, Dr Jill Derstine met with officials 
there in June to establish a new linkage with Temple University. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results 

Discussions with the university administrators were quite positive and Dr. Derstine is now in the 
process of developing a memorandum of understanding between the two universities. 
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C. To develop training components with VIETCOT 

1. Program Activities: 

Preliminary planning for the next intake of three-year course students began in May. VIETCOT 
has compiled a list of potential students and initiated a selection process. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results 

HVO's responsibility once again will be for the students' living arrangements in Hanoi. If 
possible, housing will be established in university quarters near the VIETCOT building. 

D. Develop further the professional capacities of nurses, rehabilitation doctors and physical 
therapists 

1. Program Activities: 

a. The Vietnam Nurses' Association held their annual conference in early May. It was 
combined with a WHO-sponsored one-day event to announce a long-range plan for nursing and a 
"scientific conference" during which VNA members presented the results of their studies. 

b. A team workshop was held during the week of June 10 at Hue Medical University. The team 
consisted of a physiatrist, Dr. Rhonda Willms; a rehabilitation nurse, Dr. Jill Derstine; a physical 
therapist, James Stephens; an orthotist, Ann Yamane; an occupational therapist, Marlene 
Morgan; and a psychologist, Judy Derstine. The objectives of the workshop were to: 1) define 
team as it pertains to the rehabilitation setting, 2) obtain a history from each patient that is specific 
to the discipline, 3) share findings in a session with other members of the team, 4) suggest a 
treatment plan for each patient seen, 5) set realistic goals for each patient with the patient and 
family, and 6) establish an evaluation plan for goals and outcomes. 

c. The latest in a series of MOH training courses, treatment of paraplegia for health personnel in 
Vinh, was conducted in June. 

d. A shipment of 4,562 publisher-donated nursing books, weighing nearly 15,000 Ibs., was sent 
Ho Chi Minh City. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results: 

a. Although HVO planned to cover the costs of the regular VNA board meeting (excluding the 
other two sections), VNA preferred to support the event from other funding sources. HVO later 
agreed to sponsor a series of four training courses to upgrade nurses' skills in "research 
methodology" . 

b. The team approach was a new concept for the Hue stall so the work proceeded slowly. 
Each day the Vietnamese presented a patient's case at the team review and the HVO team was 
pleased with the week's progress, although they felt it was important to have a follow-up 
workshop to reinforce the learning. 

c. The week-long course was given as planned. Evaluation results from the participants were 
generally positive. 
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d. The extensive collection of nursing books was received by Dr. Ho, director at the University 
of Medicine and Pharmacy. The books will be a vast improvement to the information currently 
available to the faculty and students. 

II. SUMMARY STATEMENT OF PROJECT IMPACT 

HVO has begun to work in coordination with WAF's new project for promotion of self-help 
groups, resulting in a dramatic increase in the number of such groups making contact with 
members of the Disability Forum. 

III. SUMMARY STATEMENT OF PROGRESS MADE IN TERMS OF SUSTAINABILITY 

PWD participation being the key to program sustainability, the Disability Forum's decision to ask 
the Association of Disabled Youth to host the next country-wide meeting is an important step. In 
the absence of government officials and NGO representatives at the event, it is expected that the 
focus of discussions will be on real self-help opportunities for PWD groups. This would be a 
departure from the usual calls for action by authorities to solve PWD's problems. An unofficial 
nation-wide network of PWD leaders might take shape in the course of the three-day event. 

IV. ANALYSIS OF QUARTER 

A great deal of time this quarter was spent in preparatory discussions with USAID and University 
Research Co, LLC to plan for the anticipated Quality Assurance Project. The project will help to 
establish standards of care delivery in rehabilitation, building on the work HVO has been doing 
over the past ten years in Vietnam. 

V. DATA COLLECTION 

Vinh training course 70 participants 

VIETCOT course 21 students 

Team workshop 20 participants 

Motorbike tour 20 participants 

VI. FINANCIAUEXPENDITURE 

Submitted separately. 
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