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MICRONUTRIENT GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
(HNR-A-00-98-00027 -00) 

Progress Report 

Activities over the Past Six Months (1 October 2001 - 31 March 2002) 

IVACG 

• Planned and executed site visit to Morocco to select the venue for the XXI 
IV ACG Meeting. Met with Local Organizing Committee (LOC) and reached an 
agreement on who will have what responsibilities in planning for the XXI IVACG 
Meeting (IVACG Activities 2a-d, FY02 work plan). A trip report was submitted 
to USAID. 

• Released a formal call for abstracts (IV ACG Activity 2e, FY02 work plan). The 
call for abstracts was translated into French and disseminated to surrounding 
francophone countries. Deadline for abstract submission is May 31,2002. 

• Continued website updates, including launching an online abstract submission 
form for the XXI IV ACG Meeting. 

• Followed-up on invitation to Dr. Kraisid Tontisirin, FAO, to join the IV ACG 
Steering Committee. 

• Continued work on the XX IV ACG Meeting report, which will be published in 
The Journal of Nutrition (IV ACG Activity 3a, FY02 work plan). The report will 
consist of the primary papers presented at the XX IV ACG Meeting in Hanoi, the 
rapporteurs' report, an introduction, and the abstracts of poster and oral 
presentations from the meeting. 

The primary papers reflect the substance of the discussions held in Annecy, 
France (30 October - 2 November 2000). Therefore, no additional Annecy report 
has been developed to date. 

• Published and distributed a revised "Vitamin A Conversions" bookmark that 
incorporates the new values put forth by the National Academies of Sciences' 
Food and Nutrition Board (IV ACG Activities 3b, FY02 work plan). 

• Circulated a draft IV ACG statement on maternal night blindness prepared by Dr. 
Parol Christian, Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, to the IV ACG Steering 
Committee for review (IV ACG Activity 3c, FY02 work plan). 

• Made no progress on an IV ACG statement describing the role of plant foods in 
meeting vitamin A requirements because Dr. Clive West, who will author this 
statement, is ill (IV ACG activity 3d, FY02 work plan). 
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• No further substantial discussions occurred between WHO and IV ACG on the 
revision of "Vitamin A Supplements - A Guide to Their Use in the Treatment and 
Prevention of Vitamin A Deficiency." 

• Exchanged published documents (vitamin A conversions bookmark, 
anemiaJIDllDA definitions, report of the 2001 INACG Symposium) with the 
International Zinc Consultative Group (lZiNCG) steering committee. Shared 
information following the site visit to Morocco with Dr. Kenneth Brown, chair of 
lZiNCG. 

INACG 

• Planned and executed a conference call for the INACG Steering Committee 
(INACG Activity I a, FY02 work plan): selected topics for abstracts at the 2003 
INACG Symposium and determined the theme and general format for an INACG 
Regional Workshop. Minutes were distributed. 

• Released a formal call for abstracts for the 2003 INACG Symposium (INACG 
Activity 2a, FY02 work plan). The call for abstracts was translated into French 
and disseminated to surrounding francophone countries. Deadline for abstract 
submission is May 31, 2002. 

• Continued website updates, including launching an online abstract submission 
form for the 2003 INACG Symposium. 

• Organized a planning committee for the INACG Regional Workshop, and 
facilitated early planning via email (INACG Activity 3 and EPC Activity 3e, 
FY02 work plan). The topic will be quality communication to improve iron ~tatus 
and reduce the prevalence of anemia. Dr. Scott Ratzan has been invited to serve 
as an expert consultant to guide the discussions at the workshop. The date and 
place of the meeting are still underdiscussion. 

• Ms. Rosanna Agble accepted invitation to chair the planning committee for the 
INACG Regional Workshop. Funded Ms. Rosanna Agble to attend the 29th 

ACC/SCN Session in Berlin in March 2002, where several members of the 
planning committee met to discuss plans for the INACG Regional Workshop. 

• Published and distributed the report from the 2001 INACG Symposium to 
participants that attended the both the XX IV ACG Meeting and the INACG 
Symposium in Hanoi, Vietnam in February 2001 (lNACG Activity 4a, FY02 
work plan). A booklet that included the programs and participants list from these 
meetings was distributed as well. 

• Identified a scientific writer, Ms. Nan Knight, to work on the revision of the 
INACG "black book" on assessment (INACG Activity4b, FY02 work plan). She 
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will provide a sample of her work to the INACG Steering Committee to review, 
before proceeding with the whole revision. 

• Published "Anemia, Iron Deficiency, and Jron Deficiency Anemia" as an INACG 
statement (Publications Activity 4e, FY02 work plan). 

• Provided final payment to the Micronutrient Initiative for the iron video project. 
INACG also ordered multiple copies of the video (in English, French and 
Spanish) for distribution (INACG Activity, FY 00 work plan). 

Targeted Operational Research (TOR) 

• Revised final report was received from Dr. Stanley Zlotkin (TOR Activity, FYO 1 
work plan). Final payment for this grant will be made as soon as an invoice is 
received. 

• Revised final reports were received from both of the grants provided to Dr. Eric 
Gershwin and the final payments have been made (TOR Activity, FYOl work 
plan). 

• A progress report was recei ved from Dr. Paul Arthur and all payments due in FY 
01 were made (TOR Activity la, FY02 work plan). The untimely death of Dr. 
Arthur in March 2002 has left this grant momentarily without leadership. 

• Dr. John Beard submitted a draft final report (TOR Activity 1 b, FY02 work plan), 
which was reviewed by Dr. Penelope Neste!. Her comments were returned to Dr. 
Beard to guide revisions in the report. 

• Grant to the ACC/SCN for publication of reports continued (TOR Activity lc, 
FY02 work plan). 

• New project, "Benefits of Jron Supplementation in Children: A Meta-Analysis of 
Randomized Controlled Efficacy Trials", was initiated with Dr. H. Sachdev 
($10,000). Final report is due October 31, 2002 (TOR Activity 2a, FY02 work 
plan). 

Expert Panel Consultations (EPC) 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel planned the USAIDIWellcome Trust expert panel 
consultation on nutrition as a preventive strategy for life-threatening pregnancy
related complications (EPC Activity 3a, FY02 work plan) for July 18-19,2002 in 
the UK. Participants have been invited and involved in three conference calls to 
discuss their background papers. First drafts of these papers expected in April 
2002. Well come Trust is handling the logistical aspects of the workslmp and 
arranging transportation. 
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• Dr. Penelope Nestel met with the consultant identified by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) to help develop a global strategic plan for vitamin A (EPC 
Activity 3b, FY02 work plan). A draft outline developed by the consultant was 
reviewed and revisions requested. 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel planned a state of the art workshop on delivery systems for 
micronutrient pediatric supplements with INSERM and WHO (EPC Activity 3d, 
FY02 work plan). This Boussingault workshop will be held in Paris on July 9-10, 
2002. Additional funding will be provided by Nutriset, H.1. Heinz Company and 
Roche Vitamins. The editor of Journal of Pediatric Gastroenterology has 
expressed interest in publishing the workshop report and plans to attend the 
meeting. 

• The expert panel on bottlenecks to behavior change (EPC Activity 3e, FY02 work 
plan) will be accomplished through the INACG Regional Workshop for Africa. 

• In consultation with USAID, it was decided not to move forward with an expert 
panel on composition/regimen for mUltiple micronutrient pediatric supplements 
and the resulting report (EPC Activity 3c and Publications Activity 41, FY02 work 
plan). 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel attended the ACC/SCN meeting in Berlin, March 11-15, 
2002. While there she participated in a planning meeting for the INACG regional 
workshop for Africa. 

• Provided funding for Dr. Noel Solomons to attend the Nlli Conference "Dietary 
Supplement Use in Women: Current Status and Future Directions," January 28-
29, 2002. Dr. Solomons submitted a report of the conference. 

• Provided funding for two travel grants to the International Trace Elements 
Meeting (1EMA 11) to be held in Berkeley, CA On June 2-6, 2002. 

Publications 

• Quality assurance guidelines (Publications Activity 4a, FY02 work plan) - editing 
continued with input from Dr. Penelope Nestel, Dr. Ritu Nalubola, Dr. Jose Mora, 
Dr. Ian Knight, and the editor, Ms. Eleanor Mayfield. 

• Sri Lankan fortification study (Publications Activity 4b, FY02 work plan) - final 
report submitted. Dr. Penelope Nestel received reviewer input on which data 
should be submitted for publication. 

• Adjustment of hemoglobin for altitude and other factors (Publications Activity 4c, 
FY02 work plan) -- draft prepared by Dr. Penelope Nestel and sent to the INACG 
Steering Committee for review. 
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• Reference sheet on iron fortificants (Publications Activity 4d, FY02 work plan) -
draft prepared by Dr. Penelope Nestel and Dr. Ritu Nalubola, was reviewed by the 
INACG Steering Committee and prepared for publication. 

• "Anemia, Iron Deficiency, and Iron Deficiency Anemia" (Publications Activity 
4e, FY02 work plan) - draft prepared by Dr. Penelope Nestel, reviewed by the 
INACG Steering Committee, published and distributed to the participants of the 
INACG Symposium in Hanoi. 

• Interpretation of retinol values in infected populations (Publications Activity 4g, 
FY02 work plan) - Dr. David Thurnham developing a draft manuscript based on 
the OMNI Research project he led. 

• Myths and realities for micronutrients (Publications Activity 4i, FY()2 work plan) 
- Dr. Penelope Nestel and Dr. Ritu Nalubola drafted I3 myth/reality statements 
and sent them out for external review. At Dr. Nesters suggestion, the FANTA 
project agreed to develop three statements related to child feeding. 

• In consultation with US AID and the MOST project, it was decided not to move 
forward with quarterly literature review synopses (Other Activity S, FY02 work 
plan). 

• Provided information about changes in company personnel and structure for 
several members of VITA (Other Activity 7, FY02 work plan). 

MGL Administration 

• Trip report for the site visit to Morocco was submitted to USAID. 

• Six months progress report submitted to US AID on March 29, 2002 (Other 
Activity 8, FY02 work plan). 

Activities Planned for the Next Six Months (1 April 2002 - 30 September 2002) 

IVACG 

• Release an announcement on the vitamin A and iron list serves regarding the 
finalized dates and location of the XXI IV ACG Meeting. 

• Carry out fundraising activities to provide travel grants and cover the costs of 
simultaneous translation for the XXI IV ACG Meeting (IV ACG Activity 2h, FY02 
work plan). 
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• Issue invitations for the XXI IVACG Meeting (IV ACG Activity 2j, FY02 work 
plan). 

• Prepare for and convene an IV ACG Steering Committee meeting on 1-2 August 
2002 at !LSI headquarters in Washington, DC (IVACG Activity 1b, FY02 work 
plan). The purpose of this meeting will be to select abstracts and develop the 
program for the XXI IV ACG Meeting, and to review other current IV ACG 
activities. 

• Prepare for Dr. Keith West to participate in the rescheduled U. N. Special Session 
on Children on 8-10 May 2002 in New York, NY. 

• Complete the XX IV ACG Meeting proceedings and submit to The Journal of 
Nutrition for publication as a supplement (lVACG Activity 3a, FY02 work plan). 

• Print and distribute revised IV ACG statement on maternal night blindness 
prepared by Dr. Paml Christian, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health (IV ACG Activity 3c, FY02 work plan). 

• Increase activity on vitamin A list serve (Other Activity 6, FY02 work plan). 

• Continue website updates. 

INACG 

• Prepare for and convene an INACG Steering Committee meeting for August 2002 
(INACG Activity 1 b, FY02 work plan). The purpose of this meeting will be to 
select abstracts, develop the program, and select the rapporteur(s) for the 2003 
INACG Symposium. 

• Issue invitations for the 2003 INACG Symposium (INACG Activity 2d, FY02 
work plan). 

• Finalize plans for the INACG Regional Workshop (INACG Activity 3a-<:, FY02 
work plan), including issuing invitations. 

• Host INACG Regional Workshop in Africa (dates tbd) (lNACG Activity 3d, 
FY02 work plan). 

• Print and distribute the iron fortificants brief (Publications Activity 4d, FY02 
work plan). 

• Circulate revised chapters of "black book" on Measurements of Iron Status to 
INACG Steering Committee for review (INACG Activity 4b, FY02 work plan). 
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• Print and distribute the statement on the adjustment of hemoglobin (Publications 
Activity 4c, FY02 work plan). 

• Revisions on "black book" on field trials (INACG Activity 4c, FY02 work plan) 
will be initiated once further progress has been made with the Measurements of 
Iron Status "black book". 

• Issue a quarterly query to the INACG Steering Committee members for 
information on activities that are going on in their region that would be of interest 
to the Steering Committee. 

• Increase activity on iron list serve (Other Activity 6, FY02 work plan). 

• Continue website updates. 

Targeted Operational Research (TOR) 

• Monitor progress of ongoing grants -- Arthur and Sachdev studies (TOR Activity 
la and 2a, FY02 work plan). 

• Receive revised final report for Beard study (TOR Activity Ib, FY02 work plan). 

• Make financial payment for ACC/SCN grant (TOR Activity Ic, FY02 work plan). 

• Initiate new grants suggested by USAID. 

Expert Panel Consultations (EPC) 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel will help lead the USAID/Wellcome Trust workshop 
"Nutrition as a preventive strategy against adverse maternal pregnancy outcomes" 
on July 18-19,2002 in the United Kingdom (Epe Activity 3a, FY02 work plan). 
Proceedings from the workshop will be prepared for publication (Publications 
Activities 4j and k, FY02 work plan). 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel will help WHO finalize plans for developing a global 
strategic plan for vitamin A (EPC Activity 3b, FY02 work plan). The plan will be 
reviewed by USAID officers, WHO staff and in-country nationals. 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel will help lead the USAIDIINSERMIWHO Boussingault 
workshop, "New food-based approaches to achieve micronutrient adequacy in 
complementary feeding: technological aspects," in Paris on July 9-10, 2002, and 
help prepare the report on July 11-12, 2002 (EPC Activity 3d and Publications 
Activity 4m, FY02 work plan). 

Publications 
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• Quality assurance guidelines will be published by !LSI Press and distributed by 
September 30, 2002 (Publications 4a, FY02 work plan). 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel will work with Helen Keller International to develop a 
publication on standardization of HemoCue sample collection (Publications 
Activity 4f, FY02 work plan). This project has been delayed because of the 
disaster in New York City during which the HKl office was destroyed. 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel will draft a statement on the scientific meaning of efficacy vs 
effectiveness (Publications Activity 4h, FY 02 work plan). 

• Dr. Penelope Nestel will discuss the possibility of developing a background paper 
on quality communication and health literacy with Dr. Scott Ratzan. This paper 
will take the place of a report on bottlenecks to motivating behavior change 
(Publications Activity 4n, FY02 work plan). 

• Provide assistance requested by USAID (Other Activity 7, FY02 work plan). 

MGL Administration 

• Submit FY03 work plan and budget for the 5th year of the cooperative agreement. 

• Submit progress report for April 1 to September 30, 2002 (Other Activity 8, FY02 
work plan). 


