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Title of Project: Vietnam Rehabilitation Project 
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1. PROGRAM OBJECTNES 

A. Support the activities of the Disability Forum 

I. Program Activities: 

a. The major event of this quarter was Campaign 2001, which was held in Hanoi during 
the week of December 10. The Disability Forum organized an exhibition booth in 
coordination with the Hoi An Tienbo group for selling of merchandise. Several NGO 
Forum members contributed toward the production of Disability Forum commemorative 
items for sale at the booth. 

b. The Japanese contingent of the Regional NGO Network announced at Campaign 
2001 that they had collected donations for the PWD of Vietnam and that they would turn 
over $1,600 to the Disability Forum. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results: 

a. With approximately 1,700 delegates in attendance, the event was for the most part 
considered successful. Disability Forum coordinator Ms Ha presented a paper on the 
history and experienee of the Forum. International participants noted that there are still 
barriers to PWDs in Vietnam organizing and establishing contacts with regional groups. 

b. Because of time constraints during the event itself, the Japanese delegation made the 
donation in the Forum offices on December 17. A Disability Forum bank account was 
subsequently established with an initial deposit of the donation and proceeds from sales 
at the Campaign. A committee will be selected and policies formulated for management 
of the funds. 

B. To support the university linkages through the development of distance learning 
opportunities 
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1. Program Activities 

a. During a visit by HVO's Technical Advisory Group (TAG), Drs. Marie O'Toole and 
Jill Derstine visited Hong Duc University in Thanh Hoa where they met with Dr Liem 
and Dr Bao. 

b. Jill Derstine and Marie O'Toole visited School Number 2 in Danang to determine 
whether the linkage with Temple University would continue. Earlier difficulties with the 
school's administration had led Dr. Derstine to believe that they were no longer interested 
in the program. 

c. In a December 11 meeting with the TAG and HVO staff in Hanoi, the linkage with 
the Medical School in HCMC was discussed. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results 

a. Hong Duc University hopes to establish a distance learning program with Rutgers 
University of New Jersey. In addition, Dr. Liem requested assistance with publishing a 
nursing journal and continuing English courses for nurses. 

b. After discussions with the Director and other interested parties, Dr. Derstine 
concluded that continuing the current linkage was not feasible. A later meeting with 
officials of the medical university in Hue were more encouraging. Possibilities for 
setting up a new linkage there will be investigated. 

c. Consensus was that the current linkage with the College of New Rochelle has not 
been effective enough. It was agreed that other potential schools would be contacted, 
including the University of Scranton and University of Texas in order to establish a new 
linkage with HCMe. 

C. To develop training components with VIETCOT 

1. Program Activities: 

a. After their post-graduation home leave, the one-year Orthotics students began the 
Clinical Placement phase in late October. 

b. With an agreement in place that RVO would support six of the incoming students, 
the regular three-year VIETCOT course was initiated in October. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results 

a. The Clinical Placement group assigned to Danang was subsequently transferred to 
Haiphong. Five students are working with VV AF at the Bach Mai shop. 



b. Room and board arrangements were made with the school, and the course began on 
schedule. 

D. Develop further the professional capacities of nurses, rehabilitation doctors and 
physical therapists 

1. Program Activities: 

a. In the continuing implementation of a series of provincial CBR update courses, Tien 
Giang and Thai Binh planned courses for late October. 

b. The annual VINAREHA conference and elections of the board of directors was held 
in Hanoi on November 21 and 22. 

c. In November, a workshop in Hai Duong was organized by Dr Ho to formulate a 
bridging curricula for nursing and other medical technical fields. 

2. Actual Versus Expected Results: 

a. The Tien Giang course was implemented as planned, but the Thai Binh course was 
postponed, tentatively until January. 

b. The two-day meeting resulted in the same board of directors being re-elected. HVO 
declined to support the planned strategic planning session on the second day, contending 
that an effective planning process is not possible with several hundred participants. 

c. The successful curricula workshop must be followed up by a continuing series of 
meetings to accommodate a large number of nurses, physical therapists and other health 
professionals who want to upgrade their current degrees to the bachelor level. 

II. SUMMARY STATEMENT OF PROJECT IMPACT 

HVO's Technical Advisory Group visited this quarter to assess progress and to plan for 
project activities for the next two years. They attended Campaign 2001 and met with 
HVO's partner agencies in the Disability Forum. 

Campaign 2001 served to strengthen regional networks of PWDs, although it also 
highlighted the continuing difficulties in working within the current social and political 
structures. A proposed meeting of all the Vietnamese PWD group s was prohibited by 
MOLISA authorities., and there were complaints that some provincial delegates were 
tightly controlled by their government-appointed leaders. Disabled Peoples International, 
for one, would like to establish a Vietnam branch, but is unable to do so because their 
charter stipulates that member groups must be independent of government control. 

A visit by Rob Horvath and Rashad Massoud during the quarter resulted in an agreement 
to initiate a Quality Assurance Project in early 2002. 



, 

ill. SUMMARY STATEMENT OF PROGRESS MADE IN TERMS OF 
SUSTAINABll.,rTY 

There was a modest gathering of PWD representatives hosted by the Disability Forum to 
commemorate December 3, International Day of Disabled Persons in Hanoi. And there 
was a massive event in Ho Chi Minh City. There, the Association of Disabled Students 
was instrumental in organizing a weekend program at a park outside HCMC with about 
4,700 PWDs, families and volunteers in attendance. 

These were just the most recent of an increasing number of initiatives by PWD groups to 
plan and implement their own activities. 

IV. ANALYSIS OF QUARTER 

The quarter was marked with the preparations for Campaign 2001. The planning process 
proved to be a learning opportunity for everyone, as NGOs worked with various levels of 
government and different PWD groups to carry off an international event for people with 
disabilities. 

Dr. Jill Derstine, a member of HVO's Technical Advisory Group, traveled to Scotland in 
November, to present a paper entitled, "Rehabilitation Nursing Goes Global- Three 
Rehabilitation Nurses in Hanoi." The conference, sponsored by the Royal College of 
Nursing, was the first international conference devoted to rehabilitation nursing. 

V. DATA COLLECTION 

Campaign 2001 1,700 delegates 

CBR courses 50 participants 

VIETCOT courses 66 students 

VINAREHA conference 250 participants 

VI. FINANCIAUEXPENDITURE 

Submitted separately. 


