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Development of Computer Database Technology for 
Witness Testimony 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's Computer Database Technology Project for the workplan period are as 
follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, CEELl will have developed a database in an Oracle- 
based platForm, which allows for statistical analysis and reporting on collected data. (Base of 
activity: DC) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, CEELl will have field-tested the new database. (Kosovo) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, the new database software will be available free of 
charge to human rights and other nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). (DC) 

Progress Achieved 

During the reporting period, Chicago-Kent College of Law completed the first round of requested 
alterations to the prototype submitted to CEELl last quarter. As a result of an on-going 
relationship, CEELl has leveraged the services of a human rights violations documentation 
expert from the American Association for the Advancement of Science to review the database 
and recommend these changes. 

These improvements serve to make navigation of the database easier for the user and to 
streamline the input of war crimes documentation data in the field. For example, search and 
reporting functions were clarified and enhanced. In addition, pull-down choice menus with pre- 
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defined data sets were added; these menus allow those entering data in the field to do so more 
efficiently and accurately. The new configuration also allows for better linkages between 
evidence reported by the interviewee and the crimes in which the evidence was included. 
CEELl expects to begin entering interview data, collected last fall, into the new system during 
the next reporting period. 

Project No. Two: Institutional Development of NGO Partners 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's institutional development project for the workplan period are as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, Center staff will have received training in interviewing 
and human rights documentation techniques. (Albania) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have developed strategic and financial 
plans. (Albania) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have begun undertaking new projects in 
accordance with its strategic plan. (Albania) 

4. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have identified and received funding from 
outside sources. (Albania) 

5. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have developed and distributed public 
education materials, including a website and publications. (Albania) 

Progress Achieved 

As previously reported, CEELl has expended all advocacy grant funds budgeted for the Center 
and is therefore no longer providing direct financial support. CEELl plans to continue to work 
with the Center on projects of mutual interest. 

Project No. Three: Ongoing Witness Interviews and Data Entry 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's witness interviewing and data entry project for the workplan period are 
as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, interview teams will have conducted inte~iews of ethnic 
Albanians throughout Kosovo. (Kosovo) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, interview teams will have collected ante mortem 
information from ethnic Albanians, and submitted it to the OSCE for processing. (Kosovo) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, all data on human rights violations will be entered into the 
war crimes database. (DC and/or Kosovo) 
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4. By the end of the workplan period, data on human rights violations and ante mortem 
information will be collected from minority populations within Kosovo. (Kosovo) 

Progress Achieved 

Victim Identification 

In March, CEELl conducted two training sessions on the collection of ante-mortem data and the 
use of a computer database developed specifically for this sort of data. These trainings were 
conducted in close coordination with the UN ClVPOL Missing Persons Unit and employed the 
services of a victim identification database expert from the Belgian National Police Service. 
Ante-mortem data - that is, indentifying data on those persons reported missing during a conflict 
-- is a key component of war crimes documentation efforts because it narrows unidentified 
victim populations. Upon collection, ante-mortem data is compared to data collected post- 
mortem by the ICTY from those victims exhumed in the area of the conflict. This data 
comparison will allow some positive identification of exhumed remains. 

The purpose of the workshop was to provide the participants with specific training in the use of 
the DVI (Disaster Victim Identification) database developed by PlaasData of Denmark in 
cooperation with Interpol. The process of collecting the data requires specific training because 
the greater the accuracy of the data coming into the database, the greater the efficiency and 
accuracy of the identifications produced by the database will be. Approximately 32 persons 
from the UN Civilian Police, International Red Cross, and other humanitarian nongovernmental 
organizations received training. CEELl will employ the techniques described at the training in its 
own data collection efforts in minority communities. 

Minority Population Documentation Project 

As previously reported, CEELl concluded a Subgrant agreement with a local nongovernmental 
organization to fund human rights interviewing in minority enclaves in Kosovo. However, due to 
security reasons, CEELl's primary contact person for coordination of this project has relocated 
from Pristina to Belgrade. As a result this project did not commence during the reporting period 
as previously expected. 

CEELl has begun exploring alternate arrangements for conducting interviews among the 
minority populations. One potential option would involve collaboration with a Bosnian 
nongovernmental organization; CEELl has identified and made preliminary contact with one 
Bosnian organization with experience in voter registration inforviewing projects. Such 
cooperation would provide CEELl with access to interviewers of Bosnian ethnicity, who would 
speak Serbian, and might involve fewer security concerns relating to travel into minority 
enclaves and around the region. 
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Project No. Four: Development of Local Capacity for War Crimes Trials 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's development of local capacity for war crimes prosecution project for the 
workplan period are as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, judges, prosecutors, defense counsel, and/or police will 
have received training in human rights, criminal procedure, and war crimes investigation. 
(Kosovo) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, an independent Office of the Defense will be established. 
(Kosovo) 

Progress Achieved 

There is no significant activity to report on this project during the reporting period, as OSCE has 
taken the lead in the establishment of an independent Office of the Defense. Although some 
progress has been made, the renamed Criminal Defense Resource Center has not yet been 
formally established. 

Project No. Five: Public Awareness Campaign 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's public awareness campaign for the workplan period are as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, educational brochures on international humanitarian law 
will be available to the public. (Kosovo and Albania) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, statistical analyses of the information collected during the 
interviewing process will be conducted and published. (DC) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, descriptive reports on events in Kosovo will be published. 
(DC) 

Progress Achieved 

During the reporting period, CEELI worked with officials at the ICTY, Organization for Security 
and Cooperation (OSCE), and the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
to obtain access to human rights data collected by the OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission in 
1999. In addition, CEELI made arrangements to receive exhumation information collected by 
the ICTY in Kosovo. CEELl intends to work with the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science to analyze both of these bodies of data in order to strengthen the findings of their 
recent study, Poljtjcal Killings in Kosova/Kosovo March - June 1999. 
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Project No. Six: Coordinating Framework 

Workplan Period Targets 

The target of CEELl's coordinating framework project for the workplan period is as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, a standard interview form and database format will have 
been introduced to and accepted by the international community. (DC, Kosovo, and The 
Hague) 

Progress Achieved 

In March, Assistant Country Director, Wendy Betts participated in a conference on computers, 
privacy, and freedom. Ms. Betts gave a presentation to computer scientists, human rights 
experts, and journalists on the new war crimes database structure as part of a panel on 
technology and human rights. The presentation served to introduce the concepts on which the 
database structure has been based and elicit support for further development of the technology. 

Project No. Seven: Adoption and Use of a Security Protocol 

Workplan Period Targets 

The target of CEELl's security protocol project for the workplan period is as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, an electronic security system, which ensures encrypted 
storage and transfer of information, will be implemented. (DC, Kosovo, and Albania) 

Progress Achieved 

This target has been achieved for the current database. Security mechanisms for the new 
database are under development. 


