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L Executive Summary

This quarter activities continued to focus on further developing and improving community
services as part of the project and maximise the programs’ impact in the communities we
serve.

We continued all “Child Welfare in Romania Project” - program components in Constanta
and Iasi: Crisis Intervention Services for At-risk Families and Children (with three
components: Pregnancy Counselling, Community Based Services to Families At-Risk,
and Services to Abandoned Children), Domestic Adoption Services, Foster Care
Services and Services to HIV+ Children and Their Families.

Almost all quarterly project objectives have been reached. (see chapter II - Data).

Social assistants in all sites continued this quarter to assist abandoned children in
maternities, pediatric hospitals and dystrophic units, as well as serving children and
families at risk within communities. They continued to provide economic assistance to
families through donations of material goods and information on family planning methods
and referral to local family planning clinics.

Holt continued the work on the three guides/ manuals: a guide for young mothers, a guide
for social assistants offering pregnancy counselling services and a guide for the
professionals working with HIV/AIDS affected children and their families. They are
objectives in the USAID funded project “Child Welfare in Romania” The three guides
have been finalised (please see the attachments).

During the next quarter we will try to identify a sponsor to print and multiply the manuals
to be distributed to all counties.

Holt continued the efforts at the national level for developing domestic adoption in
Romania - through offering technical assistance in the National Training Program in
Domestic Adoption (partnership with UNICEF and the National Agency) and through
active participation in a National Task Force for developing minimal standards for
adoption services in Romania (USAID\ World Learning initiative).
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Training:

Holt continued the National Training in Domestic Adoption project (partnership with
UNICEF). This training is offered to representatives of the local Directorates for the
Protection of Children and local Commissions for Child Protection. We covered all 7
regions (28 counties) scheduled for year 2000. Participation in the National Training was
very good and we have very good feed back from the participant counties. We have 3
more regions (13 counties) to cover during the next year.

This 1s a non USAID funded project.

Holt also continued to actively participate in the working meetings of the National Task
Force on Adoption (organised by USAID\ World Learning). The purpose of this effort is
to develop minimal standards for adoption (domestic adoption and inter-country adoption)
in Romania.

During this quarter, Holt offered training for a total of 24 new foster care families as
part of their training to become maternal assistants. This is one way Holt offers support to
local DPCs to help them develop local networks of trained maternal assistants.

Also Holt offered training for 10 new adoptive families.

Several people from Holt participated in a training on “Developing efficient campaigns in
child protection” organised by CENTRAS and World Vision.

In Iasi two Holt social assistants were invited to present their work for the students from
University of lasi/ School of social work (November 2).

Staff from Holt Constanta were invited as trainers in a training for professionals working
in Child protection/ Child Welfare in Constanta county; the training was organised by
World Vision (November 7).

Holt Program Assistant and Holt Constanta site director conducted a training regarding
the Birth to Three model for the “Make Parenting a Pleasure” component -- at the end of
November. This training was organised in preparation of starting the “Make parenting a
pleasure” program in the shelter and also in order to help participants understand this
program and plan for developing this type of program in the future (in other sites, as part
of other programs...).

Two Holt staff participated in a training on “Child Abuse - Prevention and Care”
organised by the Foundation for Child and Family (December 13 - 15).



1L Data
All project components developed by Holt are implemented in direct collaboration with
the local DCPs in the counties of Constanta and Iasi. .

IASI

- 1. Crisis Intervention Services for At-risk Families and Children

There are six (6) social assistants in the Crisis Intervention program in lasi county:

One social assistant is located in the maternity hospital of Iasi and works with pregnant
women at risk, women after delivery, children at risk of being abandoned and abandoned
children in the maternity ward.

Two social assistants are working out of two local health dispensaries in Iasi city and offer
services to pregnant women, families and children at risk from those communities.

One social assistant used to be located in the Dystrophic Unit and offered services for the
children from the Dystrophic Unit (the great majority of them being abandoned). Starting
with the month of October the local Directorate for child protection hired their own staff
(social assistant) in the Dystrophic Unit. Our social assistant re-oriented her work and
offers services to children abandoned in the paediatric wards of lasi hospitals and children
abandoned in maternities.

We have two new positions in this program in Jasi (approved by USAID) starting with
September 1st: The social assistants are working in placement centers doing child
evaluation for the children who are long term institutionalised and developing permanency
plans for these children.

This quarter:

A number of 164 new children (new cases for this quarter) received services under the
Crisis Intervention Program developed by Holt in lasi, of which 59 were abandoned
children (in institutions and medical facilities), and 105 were identified as at-risk for
abandonment.

A total number of 413 children (all cases served) received services under the Crisis
Intervention program during the quarter.

A number of 53 at risk children - receiving services through the Crisis Intervention
program remained with their families and 2 abandoned children returned to their birth
Jamilies as a result of services received.

A. Pregnancy Counselling Component

47 new women (new cases for this quarter) in crisis were served through the pregnancy
counselling component. Of this number 7 were pregnant and 40 had already
delivered.

A total number of 151 women (all cases served) received services through this program
during the quarter.




28 new women received information on and referral to family planning clinics.

A number of 45 new children also received services as part of the Pregnancy
Counselling component (children of women in the Pregnancy Counselling program).

B. Community Based Services te Families At-Risk Component
60 new children received services as part of the community based services to families
at-risk program during this quarter in lasi.

29 new families (new cases) were registered and received services under this program
component.

A total number of 78 families at-risk (all cases served) received services through this
program during the quarter.

C. Services to Abandoned Children Component
59 new abandoned children received services through this program component.

2. Domestic Adoption Services

We have one social assistant working for this program in Iasi. She is located in Holt office
but her work 1s done in strong collaboration with colleagues from the local DCPs.

The quarterly objective for this program for lasi was to have 6 new placements in
domestic adoption.

This quarter, 5 new children were placed in domestic adoption in Iasi.
17 children received follow up services (post placement services) during the quarter.

6 new adoptive families were recruited.
6 new adoptive families received training during this quarter.
A total of 26 adoptive families received services during the quarter.

3. Foster Care Services
Holt has 1 social assistant specialised in foster care in Iasi site.

We continue to focus on short term foster care not only for de-institutionalising children
from nstitutions but also as a preventive service.

The quarterly objective for this program for Iasi was to have 5 new placements in foster
care, for a total of 15 children placed in our Iasi foster care network.

This quarter: 7 new children were placed in foster care in Iasi site.

At the end of the quarter a total of 16 children were in care in this site.
5 new families were recruited to become foster families.

22 foster families received training during the quarter.

2 new families were certified by the county during this period of time.




4, Services to HIV+ Children and Their Families

Holt has 1 social assistant specialised in offering services to HIV/AIDS children and their
families in Jasi site. She is located in the Hospital for Infectious Diseases of Iasi county,
where Holt opened ‘a social assistance office. Services offered are focused on counselling
and family support, preventing the institutionalisation of the HIV+ children, keeping the
families united, community and school integration. Qur social-assistant works in
collaboration with medical staff working in the county hospital for infectious diseases and
in the local ministry of health.

Holt developed a reintegration program with temporary financial support of the family, in
both sites. In lasi there are 15 children with HIV/AIDS who benefit from this program at
the end of this quarter. All of these children are in their birth families and they are visited
several times a month by the social assistant. All of them receive, economical support
consisting in food, clothes, shoes, vitamins, medicine, school supplies. Intense
counselling, moral support and other social services are also provided to these families.

The quarterly objective for this program for Iasi was to serve 9 new cases (children with
HIV/AIDS).

This quarter 7 new cases of HIV+ children were opened in lasi site.

A total number of 58 children with HIV/AIDS (all cases served) received services
during this quarter.

The quarter ended with 49 active cases.

There are 15 children with HIV/AIDS in the reintegration program with temporary
financial support of the family.

CONSTANTA

1. Crisis Intervention Services for At-risk Families and Children

We have four (4) social assistants working for the Crisis Intervention program in
Constanta county: 3 of them are placed in Constanta_city and cover the city of Constanta
and large areas/ communities in the whole county;, one social assistant is located in
Medgidia and works out of Holt’s Community Resource Center in Medgidia.

This quarter:

A number of 93 new children (new cases for this quarter) received services under the
Crisis Intervention Program developed by Holt in Constanta, of which 3 were
abandoned children (in institutions and medical facilities), and 90 were identified as
at-risk for abandonment.




A total number of 300 children (all cases served) received services under the Crisis
Intervention program during the quarter.

A number of 82 at risk children - receiving services through the Crisis Intervention
program remained with their families and 7 abandoned children returned to their birth
Jamilies as a result of services received).

A. Pregnancy Counselling Component ] :

65 new women (new cases for this quarter) in crisis were served through the pregnancy
counselling component. Of this number 13 were pregnant and 52 had already
delivered.

A total number of 174 women (all cases served) received services through this program
during the quarter.

60 new women received information on and referral to family planning clinics.

A number of 58 new children also received services as part of the Pregnancy
Counselling component (children of women in the Pregnancy Counselling program).

B. Community Based Services to Families At-Risk Component
32 new children received services as part of the community based services to families
at-risk program during this quarter in Constanta.

29 new families (new cases) were registered and received services under this program
component.

A total number of 89 families (all cases served) received services through this program
during the quarter.

C. Services to Abandoned Children Component
3 new abandoned children received services fhrough this program component.

2. Domestic Adoption Services

We have one social assistants working for this program in Constanta. She is located in
Holt office but her work is done in strong collaboration with colleagues from the local
DCP.

The quarterly objective for this program for Constanta was to have 6 new placements in
domestic adoption.

This quarter, 5 new children were placed in domestic adoption in Constanta.
20 children received follow up services (post placement services) during the quarter.

5 new adoptive families were recruited.
4 new adoptive families received training during this quarter.
A total of 23 adoptive families received services during the quarter.



3. Foster Care Services

Holt has 2 social assistants specialised in foster care in Constanta site.

One of them is placed in Constanta city, working out of Holt’s office and the other one is
placed in Medgidia, working out of the local Holt Community Resource Center.

We continue to focus on short term foster care not only for de-institutionalising children
from institutions but also as a preventive service. :

Holt also continues to develop in Constanta long term foster care for HIV+ children.
Holt developed in Constanta a network of specialised foster care families for HIV+
children - trained and supported to offer long term specialised foster care services.

The quarterly objective for this program for Constanta was to have 10 new placements in
foster care, for a total of 30 children placed in our Constanta foster care network.

This quarter: 11 new children were placed in short term foster care in Constanta site.
At the end of the guarter a total of 30 children were in short term care in this site.

2 new families were recruited to become foster families.
2 foster families received training during the quarter.
1 new family was certified by the county during this period of time.

In addition, Holt has a total of 10 HIV/AIDS children placed in our long term
therapeutic foster care network in Constanta county at the end of this quarter.
One_ new child has been placed in therapeutic foster care during this quarter.

4, Services to HIV+ Children and Their Families

Holt has 3 social assistants specialised in offering services to HIV/AIDS children and their
families in Constanta site. Two social assistants are located in Constanta city and are
covering with services large areas in the whole county; the third social assistant is located
in Medgidia and works out of the local Holt Community Resource Center.

Holt developed a reintegration program with temporary financial support of the family, in
both sites. In Constanta there are 25 children with HIV/AIDS who benefit from this
program at the end of this quarter. All of these children are in their birth families and they
are visited several times a month by the social assistant. All of them receive, economical
support consisting in food, clothes, shoes, vitamins, medicine, school supplies. Intense
counselling, moral support and other social services are also provided to these families.

The quarterly objective for this program for Constanta was to serve 12 new cases (children
with HIV/AIDS).



This quarter 8 new cases of HIV+ children were opened in Constanta site.

A total number of 144 children with HIV/AIDS (all cases served) received services
during this quarter.

The quarter ended with 140 active cases.

There are 25 children with HIV/AIDS in the reintegration program with temporary
financial support of the family.

There is a total of 10 children with HIV/AIDS placed in long term foster care.

III.  Successes and Barriers by County

Successes - Iasi

e increase in the number of foster care placements and domestic adoption placements,
based on an intensive recruitment campaign

e two new positions opened in September (positions in placement centers) - very good
activity based on good, open collaboration with both the institutions and the local DPC

s very good partnership with local NGOs in Iasi county

Successes - Constanta

e improved collaboration with the local DCP

e project objectives for the quarter - reached for almost all program components and
exceeded for some program components

Barriers - Iasi and Constanta

e very unstable political environment, important political changes, instability of staff
working at the local of local authority, local institutions

e issues linked with corruption regarding international adoption that have an influence
over any programs/ projects in the area of child welfare.

e personality issues in lasi - with the director of the Tasi DPC and her pro-
institutionalisation of children attitude

e A huge challenge continues to be the very poor economical status of the majority of
our clients - especially in crisis intervention program and the program for HIV affected
families.

IV.  Information regarding “System Change” component

Holt finalised the three manuals this year:

1. Hand book for inexperienced mothers - “How to take good care of your baby”

2. Pregnancy Counselling manual for practitioners

3. Handbook for practitioners on HIV/AIDS issues

All these materials will be printed and widely distributed to local DCPs, in order to help
improve quality of services offered by professionals.



Holt is implementing a National Training Program in Domestic Adoption, in partnership
with UNICEF and the National Agency for the Protection of the Rights of the Children.
The training is offered to staff working in local DCPs and to members of the local
Commission for Child Protection in each county. This is an 18 months project and will
cover the entire country.

Also as part of our strategy and efforts to encourage domestic adoption in Romania and to
improve the quality of adoption services m this country, Holt continued to actively
participate in the meetings of the National Task Force on Adoption (organised by USAID\
World Learning).

Holt continues to be part of the National Federation of the NGOs active in Child Welfare
in Romania, and support the efforts of this Federation to build a strong voice for children
and for children’s rights.

V. Narrative stories
See case stories (attachments)

V1.  Report from the County Council Secretary and the National Agency
regarding the progress of the project

VII. Achieved goals this quarter and anticipated outputs for the next quarter
Please see Chapter I1 Data

VIII. Financial report
See attachment

X. Attachments

e Financial Report
¢ (Case Stories with Photographs

Added chapter to the HOLT Quarterly report:
X. Other services to children (all Holt Romania programs)

e This quarter a total of 420 new children were served by Holt in all of its programs, in
the 4 sites (Constanta, lasi, Bucharest, Mures)

¢ Holt ended the quarter with a total of 979 active cases of children and 240 active cases
of women in crisis, in the 4 sites

e Over Holt’s four active sites in Romania (Constanta, Iasi, Bucharest, Mures):
- 28 new children were placed in foster care this quarter.
- 108 children are placed an cared for in Holt foster care families, at the end of the
quarter.
- 8 new foster families were recruited.



- 55 foster families are recognised as official maternal assistants.

- 11 children were placed in Romanian adoptive families.

- 145 new women 1in crisis were served through the crisis intervention program.

- 160 new women received family planning information

- 21 new children with HIV and their families were served.

- 64 HIV+ children received help through the reintegration program with financial

support of the family.

- 13 HIV/AIDS children are placed in long term foster care.

- 3 new women were placed in Holt’s shelter for mother and child, with 13 women
. with 13 children in the shelter program at the end of the quarter.

Holt continues the implementation of a new program in Bucharest: The Community
resource Center. This new program is being implemented in partnership with
UNICEF and in collaboration with IOMC (Institute for Mother and Child Care).

Long term Foster care for older children/ sibling groups in Mures county: We
ended the quarter with 13 children placed in long term foster care: three groups of
three siblings each and two groups of two siblings. They are placed in five foster
families.

Holt continued the National Training in Domestic Adoption project (partnership with
UNICEF).

A work team of donors from US visited us during the month of December. Their visit
was a result of a joint effort between HICS/ Eugene office and Holt Romania team.
The purpose of the work team was to help Holt Romania with Christmas gifts for
children and families in our programs. The team spent a few days in Constanta site,
visited several programs, met with our staff and visited a lot of families and offered
them great Christmas gifts. The team also spent a few days in Bucharest, visited the
office and celebrated Christmas in our shelter for mother and child. It was a great visit
very much appreciated by everyone.

A special fund raising event for children and families affected by HIV/AIDS was
organised in Mures site. All Holt Mures staff actively participated in the campaign.
Also, 50 students from the local School for social work volunteered for this campaign.
The campaign was a success. The community reacted in a positive way, people were
interested to learn more about HIV and about how can they help, important funds
have been raised for Christmas gifts for HIV/AIDS children and their families. The
commitment and efforts done by our Holt Mures staff are remarkable.

Holt International Children’s Services
Child Welfare in Romania Project

QUARTER 9 REPORT
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HOLT INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S SERVICES
QUARTELY REPORT
OCTOBER - DECEMBER, 2000
USAID chart

USAID IR indicators

Iasi | Constanta | Total
Data from NAPCR - see WV report

Number of children protected in State institutions

Number of participans trained Internal Staff* 4 1 5
Government staff See WV report
NGO-s See WV report
Number of children served in USAID activity 471 444 915
community based services
County activity Data from NAPCR - see WV report

Number of families receiving services 311 425 736

Number of programs available USAID activities 6 6 6
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Number of new children admitted | This quarter
in institutions in Iasi, Cluj and

Constanta Cumulative, since USAID activity

8 Data from NAPCR - see WV report

Number of children placed for By USAID activity
adoption in Romanian adoptive THIS QUARTER
families

5 5 10

Number of rural communities/urban districts impacted by community
development programs

*Define type of professionals trained

Number of professional meetings to develop procedures; number of new procedures agreed by all the professionals
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USAID funded activities

Case Activity by Services (*)

Services 1asi Constanta Totals
Case Family Reunification: Number of children 55 7 35 9 90
management reunified with their families
and Family Foster care: Number of foster 136 2 93 7 229
Support parents recruited,
Number of foster 65 2 75 24 140
parents trained
Number of foster 18 1 28 3 46
parents certified by
the county
Number of children 36 11 95 18 131
placed in foster care
Domestic adoption | Number of families 35 5 58 11 93
recruited
Number of families 34 4 48 10 82
trained
Number approved by 24 4 45 9 69
county
Number of families 29 5 46 10 75
receiving children
Number of children 25 20 46 37 71
receiving post
placement services




Services
Home Based Counseling
Pregnancy Number of women
Counseling receiving counseling

Constanta

Totals

(Holt's Program) Number of women
receiving family
planning info and
referrals

Services for
Women in
Transition
(World Vision)

Number of cases (mother and child) served
in Emergency Shelter (not prevent)

Day Care Services (Number children in day
care)

Services for

Number of children served in Life Skills

Youth in Programs
Transition
HIV program Number of HIV/AIDS children served (new

cases)

Total number of children served during the
quarter

Family reintegration with economic support

Therapeutic Foster Care (Total number at
the end of the quarter)

58 144 202
15 418 25 93 40 141
0 0 10 11 10 11

fl




Early

Number of cases receiving services

Intervention

and Prevention

services

Crisis Children abandoned in institutions (new
intervention cases)

services Number of families at risk served
Emergency Number of children benefiting

Funds

Number of families




HOLT INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S SEE;
CRISIS INTERVENTION PROGRAM

CASE STORY - MONTH OF NOVEMBER
SOCIAL ASSISTANT -~ ELENA MOCANU

'THE SURPRISE OF THE LIFE-

¢

o)

...shutup ... No, you shut up ... :
...make more room for me! ...I do not want...I want to sit here, too ...
..I want to play with the bunny ...7 want to play with it, too ...

..I like the red gown ... like it too ...

..] want to stay in my mom’s lap ..J want that, too...
...1 am hungry ...Me, too

..Where is mom? ..J am scared ...

Two children have started to cry on different tonalities as if they received a
sign. Mother, alarmed, stopped washing the laundry, and rushed in their room
to see what happened. . . she look with lot of love at her little babies and took
them in her arms, singing to them a lullaby song ...the babies calm down in
their mother’s protective arms and quietness came around again ...

.. you know, I do like you and you are not so grumpy ../ like you, too...

I really like you ..and I like you too...

I might even get used with you ..you know, I was thinking the same...

My dear sister .. my dear sister ...

Nedelcu twins, Ioana and Gabriela were born on August 25, 2000. Their
parents married just a year ago and they were looking forward this moment as,
they already had been told when she completed the first echo exam, that their
future baby ..would be a boy. Their surprise was even greater ...

Nedelcus’ income was not enough for raising two kids. The mother could not
breastfed them because she had no milk, therefore the baby girls are fed with
formula. Gabriela was diagnosed with a congenital heart defect, and there is a
chance to be corrected surgically.

They could overpass the crisis situation through the Holt organization support
and counseling services that they received, and therefore the Nedelcu twins

could remain in their family.

b



Translated from Romanian

Holt International Children’s Services
HIV+ Program
Case Story — December 2000

PRAYER FOR LIFE

Cornelia is like an angel, extremely pretty, wears her hair kept in colored
butterflies, having a charming smile. The people who don’t know her are not
aware that she's a super girl who paints icons, writes poems, and wants to get
out of the imaginary cage the society draws around her, proving to the world
she doesn’t need to talk to society because she has found a different kind of
partner. She speaks with God almost all the time, not only when she suffers, as
most of us do, but even when she writes or paints.

‘He helps me live, says Cornelusa, and gives me power to fight the illness !
| pray every day for my health and of other children in the same situation as
me. | thank Him for all He has given me, especially my loving and
understanding mother !’ '

‘But I think it's much harder in the world

For a child who doesn’t enjoy love,

For a child who doesn’t have a mother like | do.

Thank you, Lord, for this wonderful gift...’

Cornelia, the fifth born of her family, was born on January 28, 1989. The little
girl weighed under 2 kg at birth, this being largely caused by the trauma her
mother suffered during the pregnancy, namely divorce. Thus the little girl has
never known the meaning of love and protection of a father, who has been
completely replaced by her mother and the four sisters.

Four years ago, when everything seemed to be in place, Cornelia was
diagnosed to be HIV+. Cornelia’s life has become a prayer ever since then,
she has started painting icons and writing poems: ‘The burden of my life is my
sickness, Lord, I've been carrying it since my early childhood, it's heavy...’

The biggest wish of this little girl is not to be forced to sell her icons in order to
buy fruits and sweets her mother is not able to provide her with the small
income she has. That's why Cornelia’s mother has come to us for support.
The multiple visits in the family, counseling sessions and financial support have
brought hope into Cornelia's soul and into the ones of those who love her,
strengthening them in their fight against the sickness.

Alina Paduret — Social Assistant.
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The story of the month

& A mother’c thoughte é

I’m so tired sometimes I want to tear my heart and thoughts out of my -
chest and brain... put them aside and watch them writhe in helpless rage. '

The day my husband died I wondered: “Why him?” Yet, the burden of =
this question was eased by the thought I had Alex in my life: living was still
meaningful, 1 wanted to watch my boy grow, settle at his own home, as his
elder brother had done. When I learned the horrible truth, the old question
hit again: “Why?”, and, ever since, my existence turned into a terrible fight
and torment. All for Alex and for his /ife...

He doesn’t know he is infected, thinks he has a problem with his
lungs, and he’s very careful not to render sick the people around (as I have
taught him). How could I ever look him in the eyes and tell him he suffers
for a guilt which is neither his, nor mine? I remember his little body lying
helpless in that hospital bed. He was only two years and his life depended on
a transfusion. I watched the blood pouring into his veins through small
needles and hoses, thinking it was his life he regained. I couldn’t, I didn’t
imagine that, drop by drop, slid through a sickness more horrible than death
itself...

The joy of seeing him running, laughing, playing with kids is short; I
must be very careful that he doesn’t get tired, or sweat, or catch the slightest
cold, and all these without him to realize he’s treated differently from other
kids. He se~-+~=< does follies and tricks and things for which he should be
punished, but it’s so hard to do it, knowing that maybe tomorrow his eyes
will die out like candles, his little body will be lessened by suffering... I
wish I could be with him every minute, hold him tight to my chest, fight
with the monster in his flesh.

It is timé I want, just time. I know my life has no meaning but for this
fight, but for the hope that maybe some day, somewhere, somebody, with
God’s good thought and mercy, will find the cure. Until it’s not to late...

W o/t cocial secictant
‘ Claudia Avearn




z r Z
X Surgeforlife X

Wonderful springtime, a sun like gold warming the earth to revival.
Life bursting in green leaves, vigorous trunks, delicate herb blades. And a
girl’s first cry at opening her eyes upon the world. Her eyes blue as the sky
under which she was born, her cheeks colored by the blood pulsing in her
veins as the sap in plants.

Every béginning is a beautiful thing. As opposed to non-being, and
death, life bririgs with it a whole mixture of hopes, impetus, and dreams to
Sulfill. But whdt if this impetus is cut off from the start?

This is dne example: a girl who became a mother and her baby who
was born in a?vorld harsher than she deserved. Stefania was 16 when she
found out that she was pregnant. Her mother, nobody in the family knew.
She was alonejto fight with a reality that offered nothing: no food to raise
her baby, no c}othes to dress him, no proper home to make him safe. When
the “others” fzjf'und out, it became even harder. There added a rigid
mentality that vejected the idea of a 16 years young mother. On the one
hand, studiee *~ #:Ifll (she was in the 10" grade), the teachers’ prejudices, a
Jfather’s irresp{ansibilily (he refused to acknowledge his paternity), material
problems, the Yillagers > intrigues; on the other, a little girl named Cristina,
who knows no:}hing of these all, who has no guilt in being born and asking
only to live.

At only j 6 years age, Stefania understood that her baby’s call has to
surpass all hardship: two little hands stretching to the mother’s breast are a
silent gesture fo which the answer is only one. Now, whether this little girl
and the one who had brought her upon this earth will have a life easier to
endure, it depands on you, too. It’s not only helping them, it is voting for life,
and thus, votz'qf’g for our existence as humans.

Holt Social Asiistant: Margareta Marin
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