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1995:

A Year of Success!

December 7, 1994
Historic Meeting:
EcoPeace was Formed
Taba, Egyot

March 29
Cairo Symposium:
"Environmental Heritage of

the Gulf of Aqabs"

June 11-28

Public Awareness and Fundraising
Mission to Europe and USA,

Seminars in Bonn, Brussels, London,

\X/ashington, New York

October 24-28

Participation in Trade
and Environment
Conference, Brussels

November 28-30
Secretariat Meeting,
Amman

December 20-21

Secretariat and Board

Meetings, Jerusalem

January 18-20 1995

Secretariat Meeting,
Jerusalem

March 30-31

Secretariat, Board and
General Assembly
Meetings, Cairo

September 14-17

Gulf of Agaba Clean-
Up, Sharm El Sheikh

Conference

November 15-17
Board Meeting, Gaza

December 17-19
Conference: "Our Shared

Environment," Jerusalem

Inventory published

EcoPeace on the

1996:

The Success Continues!

February 7-9

Secretariat Meeting

' Amman
March 15
EcoPeace office
opened in
East Jerusalem April 16
Renewable Energy
Conference, Amman
April 17-18
EcoPeace 2nd
Annual General
Assembly, Secretariat
and Board Meetings

June 6

Conference: Review of
Development Projects

around the Dead Sea,
Tel Aviv

June 13

Conference: Review
of Development
June 20
Conference: Review of
Deve|opment Projects

Projects around the

Dead Sea, Amman

a|ong Eastern
Mediterranean, Gaza

June 27

Conference: Review
of Deve|opment
July to

Projects along Eastern
Mediterranan,

Alexandria

December
1996

¢ EcoPeace Video Production

¢ Internet Training Courses

¢ Gulf of Agaba Task Force

¢ Conference:Water Dispute Resolution
¢ Seminar on Desertification

¢ Newsletter/Internet Home Page

Movel!
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EcoPeace extends an enormous debt of thanks to Adam, Teva V'Din, the Israeli Union for Envi-
ronmental Defense who have patiently and generously shared their office for what unfortunately turned
out to be a longer period of time than anticipated.

Yasmin Ben-Dror, Adina Friedman, and Rachel Jolly for their assistance in creating this report.

This document was produced with the generous support of the World Environment Center
(WEC), New York. The opinions expressed herein are those of EcoPeace and do not 5 -
necessarily reflect the views of WEC or the U.S. Agency for International Development. @

e = LTI
BN

Please make a note of our new address and phone numbers:

2 El-Akhtal Street

East Jerusalem, 97400 -
(directly behind the Rockefeller Museum)

phone: 972-2-626-0841/3

fax: 972-2-626-0840

email: ecopeace@Netvision.net.il .

Thns report is pnnted on
%& recycled paper.
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A warm
welcome
from our
Chairperson

Chairperson
Dr. Magdi Allam

Technical

Coordinator
Dr. Adnan Enshassi

-Greetings from the Secretariat

t is with pleasure and great satisfaction that 1 present EcoPeace’s first annual report.
Since the inception of the idea of EcoPeace, in Taba, Egypt in December 1994 and its first steps,
not much time has elapsed. This past year, however, Has been full of successful activities and events.
We ar EcoPeace believe that sustainable development and lasting peace go hand in hand, as
they are both critical to the well-being of our region’s inhabitants, as well as to the survival and
prosperity of future generations. We recognize the fact thar our natural resources are limited, and
that the only way to preserve them is through proper planning and management. And since environmental
and biological factors recognize no political borders, regional cooperation is essential.

During this past year we have publicly manifested our common concern for our shared resources
through activities such as the Cairo Conference on the Gulf of Aqgaba, a Clean-Up Weekend
around the Gulf, and the Jerusalem conference concerning “Our Shared Environment”. A seminar
on renewable energy and a review of development projects around the Dead Sea and along the
Eastern Mediterranean will soon be added to the list of regional work toward sustainable development.

Another measure of our success lies however, on the private level, away from the public eye.
Our monthly Secretariat meetings, quarterly Board meetings and annual General Assemblies all
take place in different cities and in an informal fashion, help to develop personal relationships and
expand networking channels. It is by meeting with each other ar these regular meetings, that trust
and confidence in each other’s work and intentions is built. This is the groundwork for all future
working relationships.

The complex realicy of our region and the often difficult circumstances that exist here, make
EcoPeace’s work all the more valuable. EcoPeace is unique in that it is the only organization to
date which includes Israelis, Palestinians, Jordanians and Egyptians. We see no better way to ensure
solid and lasting peace than through true cooperation and mutual respect—the respect for one another
as well as our common respect for our shared environment. EcoPeace, a forum of grassroots organizations
committed to these themes, is in a poised position to act.

t the “Our Shared Environment” conference in Jerusalem EcoPeace released an Inventory of
A regional development projects compiled from the proposals of the four partners to the peace
process at the summits in Amman and Casablanca. The Inventory was created in order to better
inform the environmental cémmunities and general public of the development planned for the region.
The Inventory has attracted substantial atcention, requested by many of the ministries, embassies
and private sector in the region. In addition, the Inventory is now serving as the basis for a more
thorough review of development projects and their environmental impacts in specific areas. A Review
Project of specific development proposals will be undertaken by EcoPeace and will be completed
by September 30, 1996. We are hopeful that this will help promote development which is more
sustainable and environmentally sound.

A second issue that EcoPeace recognizes as deserving of attention this year concerns an issue
of both regional and global importance: energy. Though our region is particularly rich with the
greatest energy source of all, the sun, we have failed to take proper advantage of this clean and
free, natural resource. EcoPeace has come up with a program, EcoPeace’s Photovoltaic Project
Initiative (EPPI), to kelp promote the use of renewable energy sources in our region. A special
EPPI seminar will be taking place in mid April in Amman.
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Gidon Bromberg

Greetings from' the Secretariat

n important aspect of the work of EcoPeace is its ties with the international community.

Environmental concerns are often global issues that require coordination with both governmental
and environmental organizations outside the region. The international community in support of
the peace process, is looking to promote development in our region. At EcoPeace we are keen to
work with both donors and our own governments ro help ensure that environmental ¢onsiderations
are meaningfully incorporated. With this in mind, EcoPeace undertook a public awareness mission
to Europe and the US during 1995. Additionally, the mission was important for networking and
fundraising, essential to the sustainability of any non-profit organization. '

The U. S. Agency for International Development (USAID) through it’s Project in Environment
and Development (PRIDE) was the first organization to recognize the unique potential that existed
in the EcoPeace concept. We are grateful that USAID through its Middle East Regional Cooperation
(MERC) program saw fit to continue USAID support for our work in 1995/96. Other organizations
in the United States including the World Environment Center and the Narional Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) came to our support and they were soon followed by European organizations,
such as the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation. Currently EcoPeace proposals are before a
German foundation, who have visited the offices of EcoPeace now on several occasions, and the
European Community who has expressed real interest in the organization.

As EcoPeace’s activities expand and the organization gains more publicity and reputability, we
expect more international organizations and donors to become involved in our work program. Not
only is the international environmental community supportive of envifonmental organizations in
general, but many see the opportunity for partnership as a result of the specific ideas EcoPeace
symbolizes and works for: regional cooperation, peace and sustainable development. With the advance
of these ideals in the Middle East, the region’s inhabitants benefit, as well as the international community
at large. :

: As a regional organization, EcoPeace has the unique responsibility of bringing together Egyp—

tian, Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli environmental NGOs, with the comméh goal of promoting
sustainable development in the Middle East. It is precisely this unique role that serves as EcoPeace’s
main strength. A broader constituency and deeper ties with the local environmental communiries
widen the consensus and bring EcoPeace closer to achieving its goals. And, given the inherent
interconnected and transboundary nature of ecosystems, a regional organization is better equipped
to tackle environmental concerns.

During its first year in existence, EcoPeace has worked hard to establish and strengthen its relationship
both with the founding NGOs in the four communities, as well as with other local organizations
throughout the region, whether from the governmental or private sectors. Thus far, these efforts
have indeed proved to be fruitful. The fact that EcoPeace is regional and does not represent any
one entity is encouraging and inviting to some organizations which may have otherwise been reluctant
t6 join. Likewise, the success of EcoPeace’s activities has attracted new organizations that were
initially hesitant to join a new, pioneer organization. Over the past few months, especially following
the “Our Shared Environment” conference in Jerusalem last December, EcoPeace has been approached
by many local organizations who wish, to join the ranks. :

Throughout 1995 EcoPeace was sharing an office with the Union for Environmental Defence
in Tel Aviv. The long awaited move, however, is taking place, and EcoPeace is now transferring
to its new location in East Jerusalem. The new office will operate with a full and part time staff
of Palestinians, Jordanians, Egyptians and Israelis, and with interns from the region and from-abroad.
Our move is yet another step towards the maturation and independence of EcoPeace as an organization.
By ‘making the office as representative as possible of the region, we are ensuring that, with every
decision, a true sample of regional interests and concerns is taken into account.
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EcoPeace founding

members are:

Egyptian
» Arab Office for Youth and

Environment
* Egyptian Environmental NGO
Steering Committee

Israeli

® |srael Union for
Environmental Defense
o Life and Environment,

Israel NGO Umbrella

Jordanian

¢ Royal Society for the
Conservation of Nature

® Royal Society For
Ecological Diving

Palestinian

¢ Environmental Protection and

Research Institute

® Palestinian NGO Network

How is ‘EcoPeace Organized? ' | _

EcoPeace is an umbrella organization of the leading Egyptian, Israeli, Jordanian and Pales-
tinian environmental non-government organizations. We define our area of concern and activities
according to environmental considerations and not political borders. Our area of concern is based
on our shared ecosystems largely defined by the Eastern Mediterranean to the west and the desert

-plains beyond the Rift Valley to the east. We have therefore reserved places at all levels of our

organization for Lebanese, Saudi Arabian and Syrian environmental organizations, once circum-
stances permit them to join. ‘

In order to ensure balanced representation within EcoPeace, two organizations from each community
have been given the special status of founding members. One founding member is the umbrella
organization of NGOs from that respective community. In Egypt, for instance there are over 100
environmental NGOs registered with their umbrella organization, the Egyptian Environmental
NGO Steering Committee. By incorporating the umbrella organizations, we maximize represen-
tation while still keeping the decision making process effective. The other founding member is
a leading environmental organization that was at the forefront of creating EcoPeace.

EcoPeace is constituted by 2 General Assembly open to all the environmental NGOs in the
region, a supervisory Board composed of 2 members from each environmental community, and
a Secretariat of 4 elected members, responsible for policy implementation.

General Assembly

Our General Assembly meets annually, usually in Jerusalem, in order to express policy and
strategy guidelines, review the report of the Board, and adopt the budget of the Secretariat. The
General Assembly is designed to bring together the environmental organizations of the region
in order to promote broad participation and help guarantee a true regional representation within
our organization. Every two years each NGO community to the General Assembly nominates
two persons for membership to the Board.

Board

The EcoPeace Board meets quarterly, usually in Cairo, adopts the budger as prepared by the
Secretariat, adopts the plan of action or work program of the Secretariat, and assures the imple-
mentation of the guidelines of the General Assembly. The Board can appoint committees or ex-
perts to assist the Secretariat if considered necessary. One of the two representatives from each
environmental community to the Board is appointed to the Secretariat.

Secretariat

The Secretariat meets at least once a month, usually in Amman, draws up the action plan
of the organization and implements it, submits the annual financial plan to the Board, elects the
chairperson and secretary general, and other officers as necessary. The Secretariat consists of one
member from each national entity as adopted by the Board.




- What is Your Role in EcoPeace?
Environmental NGQOs:

¢ If you are an environmental NGO from our region and have yet to hear about EcoPeace or
be invited to participate in our activities, speak to one of your Board members.

- What role can * If your NGO is not a member of your national umbrella organization, then inquire abour reg-

)’Oij pldy o our istering with them; this is a precondition to attending the EcoPeace annual Generél Assembly.
organization? * Ifyou are a member of your narional umbrella, have heard about EcoPeace, and perhaps, even
attended one of our seminars, but feel that you would like to do more, then speak to the EcoPeace

NGO coordinator. - '

s EcoPeace is looking to have as many of its activities as possible
implemented by local member NGOs. We therefore need to
know about your activities so that we have full information
before the Board prior to allocating tasks. One of-the roles
of the EcoPeace NGO coordinator will be to collect such |
information, publish it in our newsletter and distribute it to |
all members so that everyone in the region is better informed.

* Capacity building is another reason for your involvement in
EcoPeace. During 1996 EcoPeace will be holding a set of
Internet training courses for the NGO community.

Governments of our Region:

* EcoPeace is bearing witness to the tireless work of our gov-
ernments in bringing peace to the region. The governments
provided the framework and EcoPeace took on the initiative

Israeli Enviranment Minister, to meaningfully bring together the grassroots environmental organizarions.
Mr. Yossi Sarid, plays his role R
a5 a government participant at ~ *  Representatives of government are welcome at all EcoPeace seminars and conferences. In fact,
; the Gulf of Ageba Clean-Up we have been delighted by their eagerness shown in attending our events. )
' in September of 1995.
. * The Environment Ministries of our region must be singled out for the support they have shown

us. We see them as partners in our common endeavors.

“Funding Institutions:

* EcoPeace is an investment

I EcoPeace Board Member and Executive Director Ayman Rabi,
H.E. Prince Ra'ad of Jordan, and EcoPeace Secretary General
Gidon Bromberg, discuss environmental concerns of Jordan.
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There is always room for the
concerned citizen to be
involved. A young girl paints
part of a mural at the
environmental fair at last year's

Gulf of Agaba Clesn-Up.

'* Fundingi mstltutlons are granted a spec1al observer status to attend our annual General Assembly.

N

What is Your Role in Ecopeace?

in sustainable development and sustainable peace. For fundmg institutions, EcoPeace offers both
fore1gn governments and private foundations the opportunity to advance both peace and environment
issues through the support of a'single organization.

* Asanorganization reflective of the region’s environmental community, EdoPeace is also uniquely
positioned to advise funding organizations as to what areas require the most urgent support.
For this purpose, EcoPeace established the Regional Environmental and Emergency Fund (REEF)

which institutions can utilize for direct grants to other NGOs in our region.

Last year's meeting witnessed active interaction of ideas and explanations between funders and

NGO members.

Private Sector:

* In all EcoPeace activities we look to work with private industry in order to advance our issues
of concern. Both the upcoming Renewable Energy Seminar and the Development Review projects
planned for the Dead Sea and along the Eastern Mediterranean, incorporate private sector in-
volvement at all stages. Our Gulf of Aqaba Task Force will this year, for the first time in our
region, create a consortium of environmentalists, hoteliers and other tourist provider services,
tourists and local government, to promote sustainable tourism around the Gulf. EcoPeace is

: not hostile to private enterprise, but rather looks to
utilize the energy of the private sector so that it can
be directed towards sustainable development.

* We invite the private sector to subscribe to our
publications and keep us informed of their own
ideas on how we can best work together.

Concerned Citizen:

* Individuals by definition can not be members
of EcoPeace since EcoPeace is an umbrella of
environmental organizations. We do, however,

*  invite private citizens to keep informed of our
activities by subscribing to our publications,
and in that way, helping us pay a portion of
our costs.

* EcoPeace encourages individuals to be active in
their local environmental organization. The
most important work is always done at the most
local level. The role of EcoPeace is to increase
the efficiency of local efforts by helping to avoid
duplication, exchanging information,
encouraging a regional strategy, and promoting

cooperation on regional issues. We ask you to
“think regionally (EcoPeace) but act locally,” through your domestic NGO.




1995: Our Proactive Agenda

Press Release, January 15, 1995
Egyptian, Israeli, Jordanian and Palestinian environmental non-government organizations concluded
in Taba on December 7 and 8, 1994, a two day meeting to initiate a specific program for
cooperation to further sustainable development and peace in their region.

A' H . The NGOs involved represent leading activist environmental organizations,
n fistoric . . L SSEk ) _ _

including umbrella organizations. They gathered at short notice in response
Meet]ng; to growing public concern that many of the "peace projects” announced at the

. recent Middle East and North Africa Economic Summit meeting in Casablanca
ECOPedce IS have not been assessed for their sustainablity and will probably have high
Fonned environmental c?sts. ’

In order to influence and initiate development options to be chosen, the

NGOs created an Ecology-Peace Task

Force and a four member Standing

Committee tc spearhead the effort. It was an

historic first meeting of all the NGOs involved

and reflects the relationship between environ-
ment and peace.

Environment and sustainable development are
issues of common concern ‘that unite the people
of the region, encourage them to work together
and thus bring true meaning to the word peace.

The successful meeting was supported by the
U.S. Agency for International Development, through g
its Project in Development and Environment (PRIDE), : Y 3V . i
based in Washington D.C. lt, top row: Adnan Budier, Dr. Adnan Enshassi, Dr. El-Farra, Dr. EI-

Chaiati, Khader Shkirad, Dr. Emad Adly, Dr. Magdi Allam, Dr. Alon Tal
1, bottom row: Gavrush Shemesh, Gidon Brombers,
Avrom Bendavid Val, Ayman Rebi and Erez Arad

'

March 29, 1995
Environmental Symposium in Cairo

The symposium on the Environmental Heritage of the Gulf of Aqaba and its Sustainable Development
was organized in an efforc to raise awareness of the unique ecosystems that flourish in the Gulf
of Aqaba and their susceptibility to harmful impact from poorly managed tourism and development.

Gulf of ACIde/ a Representatives from the Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency and the Egyptian Ministry of Ag-

riculture, as well as other regional and international technical experts on sustainable development

gathered together in Cairo to discuss this unique ecosystem. The need for a common agenda for

of World Heritage the Gulf, as well as the need for regional reporting to a central agency was outlined, as statistics
. were presented on the alarming rate of development growth planned for the area.

As a result of the conference, it was clear that a call on all bordering states of the Gulf of Aqaba
for specific long-term and immediate measures was needed. EcoPeace drew up a concise list of
twelve specific measures to safeguard the environmental heritage of the Gulf and promore its sustainable
development. This list includes calling for a Gulf-wide ban on oil tankers entering Gulf waters,
and imposing a Gulf-wide ban on discharging sewage from land and maritime sources. As a follow
up to the Cairo conference, EcoPeace undertook the Gulf of Aqaba Clean-Up, and we hope soon
to announce the creation of the Gulf of Aqaba Task Force, that will seek to implement many of
the recommendations of the Cairo conference.

Precious Resource




Getting the Word

Across,

the World Over

right: On mission in Brussels
at the offices of the European
Environment Bureau presenting
an overview of the
environmental challenges

facing the Middle East.

Spanning the Gulf
Between Us

Public Awareness Mission

In June 1995 the EcoPeace Secretariat
embarked on a mission to several cities in

On the Move in Europe and the United Sgates, with two main
London: objectives in mind: to increase publié aware-

lr: Board Mem'ber _ ness on the environmental challenges facing
Munageth Mehyar, and the Middle East, and to raise support for.
Secretariat Members EcoPeace’s future acrivities. The mission
Gidon Bromberg, included the cities of Bonn, Brussels, Lon-

Adnan Enshassi and don, Washington DC and New York, and
Magdi Allam gather i~ Jasted 17 days.

London et the invitation As a regional organization, EcoPeace

’ . of the British Overseas focused on issues of common concern shared

Development Agency. by all its members. Because much of the

' development currently taking place in the

region is being sponsored by international

. “donors, the public awareness aspect of the

mission was seen as necessary to achieve an

appropriate level of collaboration with donor governments and donor-based NGOs, to help pro-

mote the incorporation of environmental considerations at the eatliest stages of the development

process.

This is why the Secretariat held extensive meetings and public seminars in all cities visited. The:
seminars included an EcoPeace presentation on environmental problems in the region, supplemen-
tary presentations by special guests on the need for regional cooperation, and questions. from the
audience. The seminars were well attended and attracted substantial media attention and coverage.

The second objective of the mission was to seek support for the EcoPeace work program as
adopted by the EcoPeace General Assembly. The mission brought to EcoPeace significant support
from the funding community. '

[t is important to mention that much of the lo-
gistical assistance was provided by local European and
U.S. NGOs, a factor that not only helped EcoPeace
successfully utilize its limited time and resources, but
also increased the feeling of involvement by these groups
and commitment by many individuals.

The mission was, in all respects, a great success.
Thanks to this effort, EcoPeace is able to open its new
office in East Jerusalem and to hire, for the first time,
full time professional staff. The mission, having thus
succeeded in supporting EcoPeace capacity building is enabling the real agenda to move forward:
addressing regional sustainable development and with it a solid, lasting peace in our region.

Gulf of Agaba Clean-Up

EcoPeace, in its very essence, symbolizes the common concern of the people of our region for
their shared environment and natural resources. One of the best ways to show such common concern
is by joint action. The Gulf of Aqaba Clean-Up Campaign is an excellent example of such joint
action and reflects the positive results of community effort and cooperation.




1995: Our Proactive Agenda

Various volunteers,
even four-legged
ones, participated in

the Clean-Ub.

One Year Later:

the. Connections

Continue to

Grow

The Gulf of Aqaba on the Red Sea is arguably one of the most
beauriful places on Earth, rich with biodiversity and amazing coral
reefs. It also lies on the migratory path of over one billion birds,
migrating to and from Europe and Africa, secking warmer winters.
These factors, together with the warmer climate, the relatively pristine
waters, and the surrounding awesome mountains, draw many tourists
to the area. Sadly, however, the acceleration in tourist-related
development has brought with it destruction and has placed many
of the Gulf's natural resources under serious threat. :

The Gulf is shared by four countries, three of which are cur-
rently members of EcoPeace. The Clean-Up marked the first time
ever that Egyptians, Jordanians and Israelis joined forces to acknowl-
edge their shared responsibilities toward their shared coastline.

The Clean-Up, which took place between September 14-17,
1995, began with a conference in Sharem El-Sheikh on environ-
mental protection, and was followed by simultaneous events in
southern Sinai, Aqaba, and Eilat. Over 150 Egyptian youth
participated in the beach clean-up in Sharem, and distributed information on environmental protection
to tourists and hotels in Nama Bay. 25 Jordanian divers from various diving clubs participated
in underwater clean-ups in Aqaba, and more than 550 Aqaba students extended the clean-up cam-
paign to the public parts of the city. In Eilat, over 100 Israeli divers participated in underwater
clean-ups as well. An environmental fair took place on the promenade in Eilar, and was extended
to beach clean-ups, in which over 1,000 schoolchildren, soldiers and other volunteers participated.

Clean-Up events were overseen by EcoPeace Secretariat members, but the logistical planning
was done by local organizations. The events were extremely successful and highly attended by the
public in all three countries. Noteworthy is the fact that the local municipalities and the Ministries
of the Environment were actively involved in the events.

The campaign achieved many important goals: it encouraged the active participation of both
the public and local environmental organizations in each of the countries, promoted collaboration
berween governmental and non-governmental organizations, and increased awareness concerning
environmental issues and EcoPeace’s role in the region. It set a wonderful precedent for furure
events.

”O_ur Shared Environment”

' =dsyids aylge | Conference in Jerusalem

An environmental conference entitled,

&'s' “ & g &
" Shared Res: _ s dl g e “Our Shared Environment” was organized
, ared Resources = by EcoPeace together with [IPCRI (Israel/
‘Shared Responsibility Palestine Center for Research and Infor-

mation), and took place in Jerusalem from
: December 17-19, 1995. The major ob-
= QMAMWYN oanwn jective of the conference was to facilitate
: namIYn NININN the meeting of persons active in the en-
; ~ vironmental movements in the region in
order to promote further cooperation.

'
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A compilation of
Deve|opment Plans
for our Region to
better inform the
environmental
community,
decision-makers
and the ggneral
public

EcoPeace's

1 Finances

- 1995: ‘Our Proactive Agenda

The conference was the largest gathering ever to take place between Jordanian, Egyptian, Palestinian
and Isracli environmentalists. Apart from the regional environmental community and local gov-
ernment representatives, in attendance were representatives from the U.S. Agency for International
Development, the World Environment Center, the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, the
German Green Party and the German Bunstift Foundation, as well as representatives from various
foreign embassies, among them the European Community. All the representatives from the various
countries gathered and stressed the need for cooperation if the environmental future of the Middle
East was to be a promising one.

Much detailed information was presented in different sessions about the energy and water requirements
of the region and how these could be best met within the context of sustainable development. The
severe difficulties facing Gaza were seriously addressed, as was the future of the Dead Sea region. -
The health impacts of some of the proposed development programs in the region were a cause for
concern. Facts brought forward about water quality and pollution were especially alarming,

In toral over 200 persons registered and actively participated in the conference. Data and ideas
were exchanged between individuals and organizations, concrete activities and proposals moved forward,
and international, regional and local networking was advanced. Most of those present felt that there
should be an additional conference in 1996 and that this should be devoted to an in-depth study
of a relatively small number of issues.

|nventory

An Inventory of new development projects was pre-
pared by EcoPeace, based on the reports presented by each
of the governments at the Casablanca and Amman Sum-
mits. At these summit meetings, our governments presented
proposals for the economic development of our region.

The EcoPeace Inventory was prepared in order to better
L ook Tt inform the environmental community and the public in

- il general of the development options proposed. Compiling

‘ .o all the proposals into a single document highlighted the

e lack of ¢oordination in development planning. Most

- - importantly, the Inventory has allowed EcoPeace and

decision-makers to begin assessing the potential impact of

v individual projects as well as the combined impact of the
various proposals on our environment,

The Inventory is now being taken yer a step further with the selection of two areas for detailed
review. For more complete details on the review, refer to “1996: Looking Ahead.”

As oveniony of New Develoment Propects tompied
- fiom e reooms sreseared by
T Patestinan Notonw Autbicty
B Tha Ftarhome Kingaom of Sorclen
T Tha Sute of lsued eod The Reoubse of Egyn

EcoPeace is a Non-Profit Corporation whose financial year coincides tith the calendar year.
As a newly established organization, our latest financial information available is for the year ending
31 December 1995. I ' :

T

Information on our financial stattments is available for perusal on request.




Renewable Energy
Seminar:

Proﬁng
Sustainable
Development
Around the Dead
Sea and along the
Eastern
Mediterranean:

v/

Sustainable Tourism

for the Eastern
Mediterranean/
Middle East:

1996: Looking Ahead |

he over-reliance on fossil fuels and the sheer amount of energy consumption has led to a crisis

in climate change which threatens the very basis of life on Earth. A need exists to explore
and implement alternative sources of energy. The sun, the source of all life on earth and an inexhaustible
storehouse of energy, presents itself as the most logical alternative. EcoPeace is organizing a.one
day seminar on renewable energy in Amman, Jordan to take place on April 16, 1996, in order
to explore and further develop its own Photovoltaic Initiative (EPPI). EPPI proposes the con-
struction of four photovoltaic arrays, one each at locations in Egypt, Israel, Jordan and Palestinian
Territories. At the seminar, we hope to develop a clear proposal for EPPI, interest international
donors and involve private industry and government officials in the dialogue on EPPI and solar
energy’s multiple applications.

T he Inventory of Regional Development Projects that EcoPeace had prepared prior to the “Our
Shared Environment” conference is being followed-up with an extensive review on selected topics.

Based on recommendations of various professionals and organizations throughout the region
to which the Inventory was distributed, the EcoPeace Secretariat chose the Dead Sea and the Eastern
Mediterranean as the two areas to be reviewed. For each of the areas, four regional experts have
been chosen, representing the different entities as well as the different sectors of development. Those
sectors are tourism, transportation, water, and industry & energy. Experts will address current

~and expected impacts of development on a variety of environmental factors, such as flora, fauna,

open spaces, cultural heritage, and others. By carrying out this review, we hope to gain a holistic
and all-encompassing picture of potential development impacts.

The papers prepared by the experts will be presented in four public meetings, scheduled as follows:

* Dead Sea: June 6/Tel Aviv, June 13/Amman,

* Eastern Mediterranean: June 20/Gaza, June 27/Alexandria.

To these meetings EcoPeace will be inviting all the relevant bodies and persons, representing
both private and public, governmental and non-governmental sectors. Following the meetings,
two position papers will be published, including the positions of the different experts, together
with a summary and recommendations on ways to promote sustainable development in the region.
The papers will be submitted to all relevant bodies, in both the local and the international com-
munities, and will be officially released in a press conference in August 1996.

ost countries agree that the peace process will help attract many more tourists to the Middle
M East region and that tourism, of all the economic sectors, will reap the greatest benefits
from peace. Accordingly, countries of the region are planning massive tourist development in-
frastructure to meet the expected expansion of the tourist sector. There are serious environmental
considerations and concerns with both the current impact of the tourist industry on the environ-
ment, and the future impact that expected tourist expansion will entail.

In order to effectively deal with these challenges, EcoPeace chose to create local community-
based groups or Task Forces, to promote sustainable tourism in the specific regions of concern.
These community-based groups would bring together the local environmental NGOs, local tourist -
industry (hotels, restaurants, other tourist services), local municipalities, and other community groups.
The Task Forces, would be established in the micro-level of the pilot region so that the whole project
will be as community-based as possible. .

The Gulf of Aqaba, quite naturally, has been chosen by EcoPeace as an immediate focal point
for protection and from where the first pilot Task Force would operate. In the near future, EcoPeace
hopes to expand the project and establish sustainable tourism Task Forces around the Dead Sea
and along the Eastern Mediterranean.
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coPeace represents a vision of a Middle East where peace and cooperation lead to a style of
development that seeks to protect and conserve its natural resources for the benefit of present

EcoPeace and future generations. This vision is best represented through a visual documentary rev.ealing
D both the beauty and challenges that the region faces. The work of EcoPeace is portrayed in the
ocumentary video as an example of how cooperation can meet the challenges ahead. The documentary video

S Video: will serve to help educate the public and decision makers of environmental issues and thus strengthen
T the ability of EcoPeace to implement its agenda.

v/

1 Internet/E-Mail
‘g Training Course:

omputer-based communication, through the use of the Internet, has grown exponentially in
Cthe past five years. News is released, meetings and conferences are announced, and information
is exchanged locally and internationally, in an efficient and inexpensive manner using this electronic
mode of communication. The environmental NGO community , in particular, stands to benefit
enormously from the effective and widespread use of this electronic network. EcoPeace is under-
taking the planning and implementation of a framework, multi-level, three-day training course (to
be repeated as required) for the NGO environmental community in order to increase the use, and
i further the potential of, the Internet within the region.

EcoPeace
Newsletter/

Home Page:

Desertification and

Green Belts:

Dispute Resolution
of Water ‘|ssues:

he current peace process has created new opportunities for information exchange berween neigh~

boring countries that until recently were isolated from one another. The time seems ripe, therefore,
for the publication of a newslerter/Home Page for the region's environmental cominunity. One
of the main objectives of the newsletter will be to inform its readers of member NGO organizations’
activities, as well as current EcoPeace activities.. In addicion, the newsletter will discuss and highlight
regional and international environmental issues. The newsletter will be published in printed form
and also will be available on the Internet in the form of a Home Page.

coPeace plans to hold a conference on the subject of desertification and its negative impact on
the region during 1996. Ac the “Our Shared Environment® conference in December 1995,

_Egyptian experts gave a presentation on the uniquness of palm trees to the region and their role

in combatting desertification. Together with other experts from the region, EcoPeace will develop
a proposal for a palm tree green belt.

ne of the most precious and also one of the most scarce natural resources in our region is
O water, a fundamental element to life on earth. EcoPeace recognizes the strong relationship
berween peace and resource protection and allocation. If our water resources are not utilized in
a sustainable fashion, then conflict will arise as nations compete for ever depleting resources. Therefore,
EcoPeace will be holding a seminar on dispute resolution of water issues this year in order to pro-
mote greater understanding of this critical issue. As a preparatory work for this seminar, EcoPeace
will conduct a study on water conservation and reuse measures that will develop recommendations
for the region’s decision makers.




An Appreciation of Support

EcoPeace wishes to thank the following organizations for their support shown during 1995:.

CO‘Operdtmg American Near East Refugee Aid (ANERA)
At National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), US Department of Commerce

Organlzatlons Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC)

US Agency for International Development, Amman Mission

US Agency for International Development, Cairo Mission
" US Agency for International Development, Middle East Regional Cooperation (MERC) Program
: US Agency for International Development, Project in Development and Environment (PRIDE)
World Environment Center (WEC)

Private EcoPeace is helped regularly by its private contributors. Thanks go to:
C bt » Mr. Avrom Bendavid Val Mr. Tony Klug :
ontriobutions Professor Sidney J: Blair Dr. Deborah Shmueli

We would not have been able to achieve the previous year’s successes without the hard

Staff and * work and commitment of the following staff and volunteering individuals and organizations:
Volunteers Arnold and Porter Law Offices, Washington, DC.

Shirley Bar David . Maha Hasan Philip Shaknis

Yasmin Ben-Dror Rachel Jolly Aziza Shal

Ron Elan o Reem Khairy Raja’a M. Toubeh

Lynne Feinerman Shoshana Lopatin Cyril Vock

Adina Friedman Stephanie Robinson Marilyn Weiss

Richard Genury : Becky Rowe Stefanie Zelkind

We would especially like to thank the following individuals for their outstanding

Individuals contributions and commitment to EcoPeace:
Ms. Paloma Agrosot Mr. Peter Gubser Eng. Monzahem Muhaisin
Dr. Mohammed B. Ajjour Ms. Maria Gustafessen Mr. David Mullenex
Mr. Dror Amir Dr. Salah Hafez . Mr. Thomas Neu
Mr. Bernd Asbach Dr. Hassan Hussein Ambassador Dennis Ross
Mr. Avrom Bendavid Val Dr. Faiz Khausawneh Ms. Tina Rouse -
Dr. Brent Blackwelder Ms. Esther Korn-Ancri Mr. Jacob Scherr
Ms. Julie Bourns Dr. Angelika Koster-LoBack ~ Ms. Marjorie Shovlin
Ms. Leila Doss ~ Ms. Cherie Lenzen Mr. Dwight Walker
Ms. Kirsten Eklund Mr. Ed Lijewski Mr. Philip Warburg
Ms. Sharon Fee Mr. George Lombardo Ms. Elzadia Washington
Prof. Monika Ganseforth Dr. Mohassen Massarrat Dr. Claude Weinber
Ms. Miriam Gitlin Mr. Ben Mieremer Mr. Peter Westman

H.E. Mr. Anis Mouasher Mr. Roger Wilson

Friends of A special thank you to all of the Friends of EcoPeace organizers:
EcoPeace Ms. Paula Grossman, Sweden .

. Mr. Martin Polden, UK - o
organizers Dr. Roberta Weisbrod, US ‘J 3

Thank You
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General Assembly

Participants
Egyptian
1. Dr. Magdi Allam, EP Chairperson, Arab Office for Youth and Environment
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10.

11.
12.

Israeli
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(AOYE)

Dr. Emad Adly, EP Board Member, AOYE

Mr. Khaled Abd Aziz, Youth for Environment and Development

Dr. Salah Arafah, American University, Cairo

Mr. Mahmoud Hamed Saoudi, New Basaisa

Dr. Sami El Ghaiaty, Egyptian Environmental NGO Steering Comumittee
Dr. Eshak Kamal Moustafa, Egyptian Environmental NGO Steering
Committee '

Dr. Ahmed El Shazley, Board Member, AOYE

Mr. Gamal Zakaria, Evangelical Coptic Organization for Social Services
Mr. Kamal Soliman, Deputy Chairman, Scientific and Youth Committee,
Assura Council

Dr. Abd El Latef Hafez, Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency

Mr. Mohamed Abd Maksoud, El-Ahkbar Newspaper

Mr. Gidon Bromberg, EP Secretary General

Mzr. Gavrush Shemesh, EP Board Member, Israel Economic Forum for the
Environment

Mr. Bryan Medwed, Kibbutz Samar

Mr. Yossi Kadan, Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI)
Mr. Robin Twite, Israel/Palestine Center for Research and Information
Mr. Michael Raphael, Green Action

Ms. Deb Dvir, Living Weave

Dr. Mira Gafni, Life and Environment

Dr. Alon Tal, Adam Teva V’'Din, Israeli Union for Environmental Defense

Dr. Yossi Leshem, SPNI

Jordanian

I.

]

4
S.
6.
7

Mr. Adnan Budieri, EcoPeace International Coordinator

Mr. Mungeth Mehyar, EcoPeace Board Member, Jordanian Royal Society for
Ecological Diving (JRSED)

Mr. Khalid Irani, Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN)

Mr. Christopher Johnson, RSCN

MTr. Halid Kurdi, JRSED

Jordanian Friends of the Environment

--Other Jordanian Environmentalists to be Advised



Palestinian

I. Dr. Adnan Enshassi, EP Technical Coordinator, Environmental Protection and
Research Institute (EPRI)

2. Mr. Ayman Rabi, EP Board Member, Palestinian Hydrology Group

(PHG)

Dr. Khairy El-Jamal, Principal Advisor, Palestinian Energy Group

Dr. Farouk El-Farra, EPRI

Mr. Khader Shgirat, Land and Water Establishment

Mr. Abdel Rahman Amara, PHG

Dr. Yasser El-Nahhal, EPRI

Mr. Imad Attrash, Children for the Protection of Nature

. Dr. Hasan Dweik, Applied Research Institute, Jerusalem

0. Dr. Kamal Rashid

1. Mr. Zaki Afana, Ministry of Energy

»
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International:

Mr. Peter Gubser, President, American Near East Refugee Aid (ANERA)
Mr. Thomas Neu, ANERA

Dr. Cherie Lenzen, USAID

Ms. Marjorie Shovlin, USAID

Mr. Farid A. Salahi, USAID

Mr. Reinhold Werr, GTZ

Mr. Gerald Hau, European Nature Heritage Fund
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