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Quarterly Report
March 15, 1994 -~ June 19, 1994
"Roots of Development" Program
Cooperative Ageement No. PDC-0230-G-00-1060-00

A. SUMMARY

The International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR)
herein submits to the Agency for International Development (AID)
this quarterly report describing the progress in the "Roots of
Development" program during the period March 15, 1994 to June 19,
1994.

The highlight of this quarter was the First International
Conference of the Science and Technology Advisory Councile
(STAC), which IIRR co-hosted with STAC-New York on June 17-19,
1994 at the Asia Society and Fordham University's Lincoln Center
carpus in New York City. The conference, entitled "UGNAYAN 2000:
Linking Filipinos Overseas with Philippine Sustainable
Development,!" attracted over 120 people from across the U.S. and
Canada.

In terms of materials production, a resource guide that will
document "success stories" is being developed to serve as a
culturally appropriate tool for educating Flllplno Americans
about Philippine and international development issues. An
outline for the resource guide has been completed and research
will be conducted over the summer.

The Institute, in collaboration with other government and
nongovernment orqanlzatlons in the Philippines, has produced two
more videos on the environment.

B. PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS
GOALS:

The program's overall goal this quarter was "to educate
Filipino-Americans about critical development issues in the
Philippines and other third world countries." The workplan
outlined the following major activities for the quarter:

1. a national coaference in May, 1994;

3. production of a study kit module on environment and
population by January, 1994;

4. synthesis of study kits by July

5. study kit for other Asian American group by July



ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
(a) Workshops

Instead of having a Roots of Development national
conference, IIRR co-hosted the First International
Conference of the Science and Technology Advisory Councils
(STAC) with STAC-New York. This was held on June 17-19,
1994 at the Asia Society and at Fordham University's Lincoln
Center campus in New York City. (See Appendix I for the
conference prograin.)

The STACs are not-for-profit organizations of Filipino
expatriate professionals and scientists concerned about
supporting development efforts in the Philippines.

The June conference, entitled "UGNAYAN' 2000: Linking
Filipinos Overseas with Philippine Sustainable Developnment,"
was attended by over 120 people from across the United
States and from Canada. There were representatives from the
STAC organizations in Houston, Los Angeles, New York, Ohio,
Ottawa, San Francisco, Vancouver and Washington, D.C.

The three-day conference featured high level Philippine
government officials and prominent Americans including
Ambassador Nicholas Platt, President of the Asia Society and
Fr. Joseph O'Hare, President of Fordham University.
Ambassador Platt spoke about U.S.-Philippine relations and
Asia Society's "Focus on the Philippines " program, which is
intended, among other things, to encourage Filipino
Americans to become more actively involved in U.S. foreign
policy.

In terms of development education, the main
accomplishment was having "Sustainable Development'"--which
is the dominant theme in international development
organizations=--as cne of the major themes of the confererice.
The audience was visibly enthused by the panel on
Sustainable Development with its high caliber of speakers
who spoke about the topic in philosecphical and practical
terms. The highlight of the panel--and of the three-day
conference--was the presentation of Larry Asera, President
of Solarize Energy 7echnology Company, which is based in San
Francisco.

Asera spoke c¢f his heritage and his service to both the
community here in the 7.5. and in the Philivpines. The
grandson of Filipino immigrants who came to the U.S. in
1906, Asera has held high public offices in California.

'pilipino term meaning "linking."
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After attending the Roots of Development forum in San
Francisco last November, he was inspired to apply his
expertise in solar technology to provide rural communities
in the Philippines with electrical power in a way that is
compatible with sustainable development, which Asera defined
as "1mprov1ng the quality of human life while living within
the carrying capacity and the supporting ecosystem.'" With
funding from the Energy Technology Export Program of the
California Energy Commission, he is currently piloting an
Eco-village project in Palawan, Philippines which can serve
as a model for other developing countries.

The workshop on "Education and Policy Advocacy"
resulted in many practical suggestlons for educating
Filipino Americans about development issues and realizing
the potential of Filipino Americans to influence development
policies. Participants from the Philippine Development
Assistance Program of Canada shared approaches which had
been effective in Canada. Workshop participants agreed on
recommendations for ongoing collaboration among different
Filipino American community groups and on effective
approaches for impact on media and elected representatives.

Other suggestions were to take advantage of the
presence of Fulbright scholars, other vigiting scholars and
representatlves of nongovernmental organizations as well as
participants in youth exposure programs and have them talk
to the community about their experience with development
projects. These suggestions, as well as those of the seven
other workshops (trade and investment; database and
clearinghouse; professiocnal exchanges, community
contributions to Philippine projects:; youth program, Chairs'
workshop), will be considered by the STACs worldwide for
adoption as possible joint or local projects.

Materials Production

Instead of putting together a guidebook on a youth
exposure program as was suggested in the last annual report,
a resource guide for a broader audience is being developed
to serve as a culturally appropriate tool for educating
Filipino Americans about Philippine and international
development issues (see Appendix II for an outline of the
guide). The guide will consist of three parts. The first
will document "success stories;" the second will discuss the
stakes involved in supporting international development; and
the last part will identify resources and provide options
for people who would like to become more actively involved
in supporting international development in general and
Philippine development in particular. This last section
will also discuss how these resources can be used for
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development education purposes.

Research for this guide will be conducted over the
summer with the assistance of a summer intern, Patricia
Flanagan, a graduate of Columbia University's School of
Public Affairs.

A no-cost extension to Deceiber, 1994 has been
requested to provide the needed time for research and
writing of this guide. 1If the extension is approved, the
guide can be expected to be published by November.

As indicated in the last annual report, instead of
producing a qener’a1 study kit for other Asian American group
as called for in the workplan, consultations will be held
with key leaders in the Asian Indian community to discuss
developing a resource guide for the Asian Indian community
similar to the one that IIRR is developing for the Filipino
American community.

Two videos on the environment have been produced by IIRR in
consultation with other leading government and nongovernment
organizations in the Philippines: (1) Understanding
Ecosystems and (2) Global Environmental Concerns. These are
in addition to four others that had earlier been produced:
(1) Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation: (2) Marine
Ecosystems and Resources; (3) Freshwater Ecosystems; and (4)
Urban Ecosystemns

Networking

As a result of the First: International Conference of
the Science and Technology Councils, IIRR has deepened its
ties with the STAC organizations it has previously worked
with: STAC-NY, Washington, D.C., San Francisco and Los
Aageles. It has established ties with other STACs such as
those based in Houston, in Chicago, in Ottawa and in
Vancouver.

IIRR is being asked to consider co-hosting the Second
STAC International Conference in San Francisco with STAC-San
Francisco.

Aside from the STACs, the STAC Conference helped strengthen
ITIRR's ties with the Asia Society, which was one of the
major sponsors of the conference. Discussions have been
held with a representative of the Asia Society about
possible collaboration in Asia Society's "Focus on the
Philippines " program~-a public education program on the
Philippines that will reach out to the Filipino American
community.
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3. Among the suggestions that came out of the Youth Workshop at
the STAC Conference was for STAC and IIRR to participate in
the Filipino Intercollegiate Network Dialogue's (FIND)
annual conference. FIND is a network of Fil.pino American
college students in the East Coast.

D. Financial Report

The financial report for the quarter is presented in the
following page.
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF RURAL RECONSTRUCTION

U.8. Office: 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1270, New York, NY 10115 e Telephone: (212) 870-2992
Cable Address: Memintcom e Telex: 238573 ¢ FAX: (212) 870-2981

July 14, 1994

Mr. David Watson

Acting Development Education Coordinator
A.I.D., FHA/PVC - Room 709

1515 Wilson Blvd.

Rosslyn, VA 22209

Dear David,

We are pleased to submit the enclosed quarterly report for
the "Roots of Development'!" Project.

The highlight of the report is the STAC International
Conference, which IIRR co-hosted with STAC-NY. We believe it is
a fitting climax tc the workshops that ITRR has held in the past
two-anda-half years. It has solidified and bronadened the
partnerships that we have developed within the Filipino American
community. Tne relationshiy that we have cultivated will help
make the community very receptive to the resocurce guide that we
are working on as the final major output for the project. It has
also, we feel, laid the basis for the community to launch a
sustained education and policy advocacy program.

As you know, I will be in the Philippines this July to do
the research for the resource guide. If you have any cquestions
or comments about this report cr any other matter, please feel
free to call Eric Blitz.

Thank you very much for your support.

Sincerely,

sefina Samson-Atienza
Project Director
Roots of Development

Enclosure

The internaticnai Institute of Rural Reconsiruction. incorporated in th™ nited States, has its headquarters in the Philippines,
with recronal offices in Ecuador and Kenye. it works i pantnership with indigencus organizations
i developing nations of Africa. Asia. and Latin America.



