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Osr efforts during the pazst year have been devotad to a continued investis
of the rezulation of nif gene expression in Rhizebium elilcti, and to the stu
other Rhizobiunm genes likely to be important in alfzlfz symbiosis. & suamary
this wors is as follows:
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The ccnelusion from such experiments is therefore that the conserved
upstream regions of P1 and P2 are not required for syabiotic activation. 3
a finding 15 surprising because of wre foilowing facts: (a) the region betu=
-30 and- the ENi start (+1) is highly consarved between R. melilotl and K. ¢or
morize {¥pn), surgestiing a commenzlityv of iuvnctisn. In E-eﬂ“;el;a, evidence

xists that the upsirezn rezions of the nif H (anelogous to P') promoter znd
the nif L4 promoter are required for activis Y. Furczhermore, an K. melilct:
‘gene exists with both structural and functional shml‘arlty to the Kpn tran-.
scriptional activator gene, rif é (Szeto et al., . (193%) Cell 3¢, 1035)., e
fnizcocoium 7 i7A, | ne nif Sene cluster shuown in Figwe |
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