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1. Attached herewith is a copy of subject report for your information
and guidance.

2. It is envisioned that the project activities will be considerably
increased with the current arrival of the AID financed staff and
increased efforts by all parties.

3. AFR/RA would appreciate suggestions and comments from addresses re
increasing the results and effectiveness of this program and in
strengthening coordination between this project and other related food
crop research and production programs in Africa.
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INTERIM PROJECT STATUS REPORT (MARCH 1979)

SEMI-ARID FOOD GRAIN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

(SAFGRAD), AID PROJECT 698-0393, OAU/STRC JP 31

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of the SAFGRAD program is to develop improved

cereals (millet, sorghum, maize) and food legumes (cowpeas
and groundnuts) and cultural practicos which are compatible

with small farm semi-arid farming systems and to promote

their adaptation in participating countries.

1I. -PROGRESS TO DATE

A. 11D Assistance

1. AID Project Agreement signed with OAU/STRC May 23, 1977,

and amended subsequently on September 2, 1977, November 29,

1977, April 5, 1979, and February 23, 1979. This agreement

obligates $5,085,000 FY 1977, 1978 and 1979 funding for

SAFGRAD.

2. Arlan T. cSwain, AID SAFGRAD ?roject Officar, entered

on duty in Ouagadougou in October 1977.

3. Karini lkadiri-Soumaila, OAU/STRC Project Coordinator

entorcd on duty in Ouagaeougou in 4ay 197R.
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4. Jerry J. Johnson, Personal Services Contractor, ACPO

for Mali, entered on duty in September 1977. During the

1978 growing season, he conducted pro-extension trials

on sorghum, millet, and maize in over twenty locations

throughout Mali.

5. Corstiaan I. Korteweg, Personal Services Contractor,

ACPO for Upper Volta, entered on duty in April 1978. During

the 1978 growing season, he conducted variety adaptation

trials with sorghum and maize in thirteen locations in

Upper Volta.

6. An agreement was signed between AID and the Government

of the Republic of Togo on October 1i, 1977 for the first

year support of SAFGRA'D field trials in that country. Ms.

Elom Djaliba Bruce supervises all SAFG.R.D field trials in

Togo. Trials were conducted during the 1978 growing season

cn cultural practices, fertilizer, and certified seed using

maize, sorghum, and groundnuts.

7. C'.en r7wathmey, .ersonal Services Contractor, ACPO for

Chad, entered (.n duty in February 197^. Due to the political

situaticn in Chad, he has been unable tc proceed to post

and is presontly on TDY in Cuagadougou.
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8. A contract was signed with the International Institute

for Tropical Agriculture (IITA) on March 8, 1978. This

provides four full time researchers in Upper Volta,

mutually agreed short-term consultants, and training for

research/production trainees. Support costs and limited

research iteri are included in the contract. All four

scientists (Dr. Vishnoo Asnani, Maize Breeder; Dr. Mario

Rcdriguez, Maize Agronomist; Dr. Frank Brockman, Sol!

Fertility Specialist; and Dr. Yogendra Rathore, Entomologist)

have been approved and will enter on duty in April-May 1979.

During the growing season of 1978, Dr. Sujin Jinahycn,

IITA Maize C-nsultant, conducted 4 hectares of maize trials

at Saria Research Station in Upper Vclta.

9. A contract was signed on May 25, 1979 with the International

Crops Research Institute f4r the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT),

which provides four full-time researchers (Sorghum Breeder,

Entmclsgist, Agronomist, Soil Management Specialist) and

mutually agree:d shcrt term consultants and trainina for

rcsearch/production trainees. Three rcsearchers will he

posted in N-rthcrn Nigeria and -ne in Upper Vlta. Support

costs and limitcd research items are included f'r financing

in the C ntrict. One scientist, a S-rahur. Broeder, has becn

ncminated fr p -stirng in 'Nigeria.

. . ./ .
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10. On December 9, 1978, a contract was signed with Purdue

University. This provides fcr three Farming Systems Officers

(Agricultural Economist, Agrcncmist, Rural Sociologist)

to be posted in Upper Volta and mutually agreed short-term

consultants and training in this area. One officer, Dr.

Paul Christensen, Agronomist, has been approved and entered

on duty in February 1979.

11. The OAU/STRC sponsored the second SAFGRAD Program

Conference in Ouagadcuge:u, Octoher 13-20, 1977. This

conference was attended by representatives of eleven (11)

African countries, six (6) doncrs, and six (6) International

Centers/Agencies. An OAU/STRC report and recmrendations

on this conference was released on Ncvember 24, 1977.

This report recormmended increased staffing for the SAFGRAD

Program and adds six (6) additional African countries

bringin., th(- t-tal tc twenty f~ur (24) participating countries.

The first CAU/ST."C JP 31 Maize "-rksh-p was hcld in

Ouaqadouy-u February 20-23, 1975. This workshoo was attended

by maize rescarchers fro= 13 .frican c-untrics. Others in

attendance re-prcscnted iI7A, IAT, Purdue, and USAID.

Exchange -f inf-rati-n and pl.'nning fl-r c- r-!inated maize

research irrng the participating SAFr,?: P countries made

this a hidy h 2cC .cnful .rrkZhp.
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12. At present, fsur African trainees (2 each from Mali

and Upper Volta) are enrolled in U.S. Universities for

long term training undcr" the SAFRAD Program. Tw more

have been identified dnd project documentation is being

processed. Host countries should officially nominate

po ential trainees to 'r. 1nmos Odelola, Executive Secretary,

OAU/STRC, Lagzs, Nigeria and Arlan McSwain, AID Project

officer, Ouagadcugcu, Upper Volta.

13. Construction of the office/laboratory buildings at

Kanboinse Research Station near Ouagadougou is progressing

well. These huildings containing ten offices and laboratory

space for SAFGRAD scientists are scheduled for completion in

early May 1979.

14. Initial crders for vehicles, research equipment, and

office supplies are being received.

15. A research station developrent plan fir the Karaboinse

Research Station has been completed by ICRI3AT and IITA.

16. OAU/STRC has establishcd a SF,'?JD headquarters in

Ouagndcug3'u. This of~icc (d-nate-!d by thc Gover-nent -f

Upper V:lta) is the f-cil poin f-r implcmentinq the AID

financ'A n-rti:n -f th $MFGAD pr>grr. The OU/ST?2 JP 31

C-crdinatr brads this ffiec nd thc AID ?r-jrct Cfficor is

attzched th,:rc.
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B. Key Assistance by others in Support of SAFG.AD

1. A team consisting of thirteen (13) ICRISAT/TJNDP financed

sorghum/ millet researchers are on board at Kamboinse,

Upper Volta; Zaria, Nigeria; Bambey, Senegal; and Wad Medina,

Sudan. This includes ICRISAT's West African Coordinator

Dr. Claude Charreau, who is headquartered in Senegal.

2. One (1) ICRISAT/Netherlands financed Soil/Water Agronomist

is on board in Upper Volta.

3. One (1) IIA/IDRC financed Legune-Breeder (cowneas) is

on board in Upper Volta (bilateral assistance).

4. Discussi.ons to date indicate several other donors are

interested in supporting identified activities supportive

of or related to SAFGRAD.

III. FUTURE PLANS

. !cn- of the reoearchers in Section II, 3, items 1 thru 3

above have attendcd diicussions/confcrcnnce5 on the AID

financed S:.FGP;A Program. The progress inder their respective

prcgraims is inc!,,d,! in their respectiv', sponsors report:.

All of thoc s&.r.,cr. (to,'., other --cnor nzI AIl 4. insnced)

in clo., 7ccnrtion in,! :1 in

,pOsitior. t-, :n-~ ' . - ;. rn, ut into increased food crop

prcduction in .fric-.

. . . I O .
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B. OAU/STRC plans a vigourous effort to contact participating

countries and other donors regarding support for SAFGRAD

related activities.Likeviise, SAFGRAD conferances will be

scheduled and an exchange system of information will be

established in the near future.

IV. CONCLUSIONJ

A. Communication regarding the SAFGRAD Program should be directee

to the OAU/STRC Project Coordinator and AID Project Officer.

Address: Cocrdination Office

OAU/STRC JP 31 SAFGRAD

B.P. 1783

Ouagadougou, Upper Volta.

B. Appendices A and B are attached to supplement the information

included herein.
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Appendix B

Semi-Arid Food Grain Research and Development (SAFGRAD)

I. STATISTICAL SUMM ARY

- Project Title: Semi-Arid Food Research & Development (SAFGRAD)

- AID Project 11c.: 698-0393

- OAU/ST2RC No.: JP No. 31

- Total E3ti.ated Cost: $21,300,000.

- Duration: 1977 - 19S1

- Planned Donors:

United National Development Program (UNDP)
Mission de Cooperation Francaise (FAC)
Agency for Intornational Devclopment (AID)
International Development Research Center (IDRC)
Ministry -If Overseas Development (ODH)
European Development Fund (FED)
Ford Foundation (FF)
Netherlands

- 18 Oriainal SAFGAD Participitin. :frican Countries

1) Benin, 2) Ccntral ;,frican Fmpire, 3) Cameroon, 4) (a )e Verde,
5) Chad, r.) Ethicpia, 7) Cambia, 3) Chana, 9) Guinea, 10) Ivory
Coast, 11) M1li, 12) 11uritanii, 1?) Niger, 14) Nigeria,15 --noa, 16) Sudin, 17) Tcqgn, 11) Upper vla

- Six .Xdditiv-nal Countries in .%fricai Added to hFGA.D Throuc~h
OAU/STC i.r -Juardc w-,u Cont-r, nc Octhoer 1977.

19) 20n*wan-, 2')) Ouin.-O2 Rins,tu, 21) Kcnyl, 22) Sierra Leone,2 ) S'ma!i '. 24) Tnn in.

In rn-n tnn r i -r S
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- Contractors:

International Crops -esearch Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT)- Researchers and Training.
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture(IITA)-
Researchers and Training.
Purdue University Farming Systems Team & Training.
Personal Services - Accelerated Crop Production Officers
(ACPO).

- :%ID/ ashinqtcn Office:

Agency for International Develcpment (AID)
Office of Africa Regional A'ffairs (A;FR/RA)
Dept. 7f Stnte, Room 3325 NS, Washington, D.C. 20523.

III. BACKGROUND

SAFG.A'-UD is a ccntinuation and expansion of an earlier AID/

Other Dcnor assisted Major Cereals ?-esearch Prcgram known as

J.int ?r7j, ct 2E (,7 2,;) which was coordinated by the Sciontific

ind Tcchnical .c .rch C. issizn -, f thc Organization -f

Arican. Unit" (COJ/ST"C) . it Was he :!quartinr2d -it the Institute

.r ...... l.turn! .,,.e- rch (..), Thri.., :.i~eria. The need and

urg.:ncy t" i-1l".. : the i'D prcgrm w s c-nfirmed in

Ju'.7: 1 7', .t 1 hn .d by ',,U,/s'. C '.nd the West

Afric ... c C. unit' , C.,) .This cqnf.enc< was

attond .! 1;y rp," .,nitivm -. . o rn (Ir ) fr ir n c-untries,

f i e ( 5 ) " n - r n l -w i d . , ( 5 ) - .. . i n l C t , ,/ , e c .- .

tbas rc:;n 2 '" • "" dr: - r - f -.hc ',U/S"wC cpcrt

o thiz -I.n - -- ,'. ls ,, nd 0:.U/.NC

i.-. c' lbcrz'n ... t r .czn - '¢:ls, "t,' .... :neri, and

0O0 / 0 0
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International Research Centers/Agencies, proceeded with the

development nf the SArGP.D program. Because of the vast

geographic area and large number of officials and agencies

interested in the program the development and approval of the

AID Project Paper (PP) took longer than was originally

anticipated. This was accomplished by the approval of the

AID PP on April 23, 1977. A Project Sumary of the SAFGAD

Project (English and French) has been widely circulated.


