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At the I1srt (if theo tw;a review meeotingps hold on the projec~t, Torrnnce 

Lifdcirr.Thn, LIUIS i'reign 1,1 nirs I-omniA:rator, aiid hio otafi: p:esenLed a 
A drnft fd'.perdetailod descriuiofl of thu-ir activYitle- oveo: the pist yoar. 

Was ruC:21tted rni disCw3V.C aIn- n secornd ctt'wl's called so thilt 14M) 

could rf.,T '01d 1-0 i7, iss;uet;: uh~1.ich sou.j'ht to io-us on a nuiiibar of el.ements 

in the Evalunticni Plan which were icqu lydntWith in rc dr.ift 
dociw,.-nt. 

V)ruoi-cL acti-tics, as cnrri d D'it by iNTTI 'rFhinftof, ti-oear to be 
prof,1*0's3111 "At c r .nDove the nntic ii t.:od 3.evul. A coieoc o in April in 

SIII.iwt10, ctm 11rCarCofully br-oIughJt Le'wo tiu t 17directLors mc thle I;.Itlu 
Arla:ricr- coo-peiot ir~g a~i u.(includirt7 -!o-in rupri,;nt.n.tiveo- f!om AID 

grntintocu trc~1),T NI'I U ton anrd 0tff a-hLi- rtzff AIs/il-irte for 
freh thc1(. "il2w dirct ic.a' ill nprolrpriratf olioli whichIntEt1O~eon 

the Tr,-J.2c t o TND txo-1-a-0 intcnoIl' AIF erke' ho-id forh1x.~ * \wnr. 
tecni~c1 ~L ~n ziierzto %!A.'wizet'ea~ithp,:cv*;.ic ts ancl1TIS 

to ~ci'{ ttl v.'it.h C>r'icurces oL U.S. Lechn Icn 1-ioritiionl 

.ad L~hi i LISN~) U rtriht - thain 

20, CY)O cop £.; 01 .7-:Ti , t c v-cn to ly i..ui Unce&;,clt ci e1o c v1 pi~t 
or~ ~LC ~ X0, !"1 71-5 -!'t . .03 fo'0rr the.fr~t in 1')Ini4f 

?a'u~niii n i~rn in o was 	 -u'ore 

~ I ii 

Drnd iCiCl ICV imiin -, orld. rac'nr v--crc- 11(23] ~in partici­
patll.2 Coufltrict:, y i 

o 	 de.' 
b:~n:ctile. losca 1 aC)C' oder to ito'e 

c le~ tan'.'' tu Ilc licitt.r Lo theC ;~. rlcn c,7 -nrvic,.:c l bl] 

thrtiIiU'iSa:oJ 1:r) cr-,ae a- cncrril ~ ziof the value oil inforinaition 

A rv-Oo: io %nctivity aC~2S!;as been the dovc!lopi-n ~t o f an 

ApproprIn to Ter-nlo Ct .n ,cneral or icntlt ioni of INTIS zinceU 

ItS iiitC:! tionin I-ivO w~ 1K1 exioJ' been tlici provioU'nc-iofg l 

SOPhis ticnted ccltIV "ll. tr' w- c l ii-tcrl-uctian to tho U. S. P;md other 

indc rili:cot onCfci *r~thelln eocr the sicbill 0;icn­

tation to 1cwzit-C-l I~iit xI y, ''Intormdictte' tecnoi.!,y hzi 

iictcncSUCctItat 	 o hl lil 1"I 7haaa~ ;LC: 
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made to acquire informAtion in such areas as agriculture, rural development,
 

nmall bus i iss ndrinisuration, hralth, construction eiiineering and energy. 
Close contaCL W3 c btlished with a nunber of internntional appropriate 
technolo-i trLupT 3c'.ac. as Arpro,:ziate Technolo,,y Tnternational (Al),Volunteers 
in Technic.°,l AssOis tnc (VITA), the Itu.rriedi.ate TochnnI o",y hOvelopracnt Group 
(ITTG - 71:inand), (:.f (France), 'D9I, (K-rv-:n) Pnd U'ce Research institute 
(Canada). uiere "ida for tLh 2 c::chane oL dccuments and their 
translati(on into S;:raish and 1runch-,ure deuom-d useful. 

NTIS in also onco,.urning its cocperatling atncies to input AT documents from 
their own counrric s in to the sy:;tem, thouh Lv the end of FY 7S only thirty-four 
had been rece ived. 1' date, thw re has bern a hesitancy on the !rart of Latin 
Americans to co, ribute their inYor;tion gratuitously but NTIS hopes to 
overcorL, (his by an exchange of frce documents of their choice up to an equal 
approXI "te word count. 

Other purely AT activities include: (1) publication of e document entitled 
Setected Af Soo j 'oT WaTI ]Me which incl ldescove one-hundred titles 
nelecc td icr ti:C 1 gp::r fi Vc :Uce 1fordevclovCm nt pro'rznas - JJI)2's; a rore 
comprchuv, iv. vol.ur . is soon to follow; (2) preoparation of an "Appropriate 
Technolo;:y fuonc(: (tiCe" uhinh is a trainir,.g tool that defines the concepts 
and idontii i," oLher Mourcea of A:forrution ou tside the ,;.t,,ork such an VITA, TT)G, 
Ci:T, 'fL and Brace; (3) ne:ottion3 with t he Veace Corps to pl' co tLird-year 
volunteers to ns. st in cooper.,v, agencicn; and (4) cos!..-b].ishment of a $75,000 
account to provide ior free cia:...nati.on &-ldocunents tor AT activities bene­
fitting the poorer sectors of Al) counLr .e, 

Whil. tWlo. r're:entaulon ws promising in terms of What NTIS/Uanshington 
has done in V 7A, the i1uviet; Cc,(.::ttee felt that a nunrber of important issues 
t:enmind to b rai;ed. Principal among the concerns of the group wan whether 
or not il of thse cifErtO werc, in inct, i.:.actLin; on the poor of the re".ion. 
Although uhC"M is an c::trcmlaly difficult itc:. to Lwasure, it was felt that infor-
Lntion on the volunm ,nd naturu of dou-..:,crnts and the kind of' r2cip)ent, combined 
with i.ndiv.doua 1 (*;ne tu lics on c:,l. usn or Wran: t.eceived, va.Id serveiotion as 
at l..a tinditrcrt indlcaoru o. s,'ccess. be Decanter 20 meeting Ludresued 
itself mote directly to this poiWL. 

NTIS feels t, r'fing to the deiny in start-up Wi the :roject in F 77, 
it has lind only one ull year to set u, an ni ire ly ncw progcam. The first 
steps hnd to bo t:lhe ,aouisition or at leant location of pcrtinent AT niriterial, 
to be fclq:ed by trnining nr,-ivitics for w':r'nta and cnd-users co make them 
avare of ,th .i;::une of suc'h .ora:Ltion . w to obmrain it. 'roese efforts 

are outlin.ud above. M ie theve tuo activivt..c; will ccotiuue, Mh: LnaJor 
emphasis in ., 79 will be on W :,tmNation -- getting the i.nforiationi to the 
poor. It should be inersLood 1rc- th'a OEMIi the ultimate goal o the project 
in .mprovem.ntof tie 1ive 5 of Pe poor, it In des i,,.ed to put normation into 
the hands of their rc-resentativau, be hey cv\,ern.lent iencies, jrivate 
voluntary cr.an{ ratinoin or cooperativo groupa which are in a better position to 
translate inforuation into action. 
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NTIS/Wachington has compiled a list of more than 300 organiations in 
nine AID countr er* which it identifies au potential uuers of NTIS inforrnn­
tion. 'Ilio inforrntmzon is to be passod on to the cotintry agent representa­
tives rio that t-ey yi, be approached dircculy with /n offer of ce-vices. In 
two connt.rri., ] .1lvador and ]'in, AID M;ssions are aidin, ZiJ in 
carrying ouI an i.nu-Jpth surveyoOf groupIS involved in development activities 
and it is hoped that by year's end this v:ill be completed in all AID countries. 

Current infort-Ition on buyers of TI,', infornation it too i.rcomplete to 
Judge ude'lurtely ti:c impact of the pro ;zaA on the poor. However, what little 
inforI1mtion is awl hble Would indicate Lhat the preponderance of NTIS 
aterial continues to be of a ri-ire oophi~s:icated n ture, going prilmirily 

to co, wce. .ad Jidi:l try. 1I'fi feels confLident that in FY 79 di.;Buination 
of AT rmintcrialr will Increase i..,rkedly. A new survey instrumenL designed to 
identify clients and their iniori:tation needs more clcairly is to be required 
by cooprti.n n,',pncje5 for )."Y 79 althouhh NTIS c-pct(o xone res .stence from 
ngent-s,vio orure t orstaffed and are not rCimbursed for such addItional 
responu itb li ties. 

Although the voiun of AT document sales for 17Y 78 w*as not imreosive,
 
a cros-. tlon of infor.ation solicited scrve.s to show a wide rcrL;e of
 
intere:,t, bcing zcrvocI. Anou, t-he titleCs rCqucstcd ic-re included: Fuel end
 

F~nT'ii' i'"oni bv o;cmerio rn cf lI t l't(e ' " Tcnh inV , "fl nal 

____ P II~~~til01 'I.o23.~ L( 

Cul turc -

Of soue concern to the Tevimy Cor,:ittee was the fact that under the 
project no p,inar.en : incrcoaoe has nccurrnd in the vol.,1, of distriution 
of doCtm':--ntS to UItJn inrnrica Mnd the Cnr bbean. Ill fi;ct, the valuIe of sales 
for eleven AL) couitriefs* -rosc only 74 bctween FY 77 and FY 7, -- all of 
w1hiXch ,c, rs to 1,l! alborbed by pri.ce incrC.t;es -- 11.1l the nu!nber of docu­
ments oct,w-llv fell by 27/_. ,:.lLdcuann t .buted the ue:line to fz'ctors 
externa.l to the NTiS pr,rram the severe economic probe1cT3 of Peru (xAich 
represents virtually all of the decreasc) polit ical unrest in Nj.caragua, 
and the e::trerne unroliabilfty nf the mails in Bolivia (rcce'ntly resolved by 
sendini; 0ocuient, throw.-h All) U1ission ) . 1his nmy or may not be the case,but 
the crucit;. test should co'e in early cnlenldar year 979 when publicity for 
free appropriate technology documents enters into full owing and a marked rise 
should occur If thl project is functioning as anticipaLed. 

* Bolivia (34), Colombia (43), Costa Idca (30), Dominican Rer,ublic (21), El 
Sailvador (21), CuaW-;lala (67), Panauti (21), Paraguay (16) and Peru (53). 

**Bolivia, Colorhia, Costa RIA, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, llonduras, Nicaragua, Panmai: and Pcru. 
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A last issue discussed was that of th- schedule of disbursements which
shows, as of the start of FY 79, a pielinc of $156,800. It was exrilaJned that

the reason for this si;'cable figure was the delay in comrm ncement of the

project in FY7 77. 
 As the ]'ASA wais not signied until late (;ptember, 1)77, NTIS
had fund-ed the. pro ject provisionally nut o other funds wht'(h were to be repaid
out of the ..d,,0 allot::::nt for !' 
 77. IThile NTIS did this willingly in order
to keep the project (inherited from TAB) functioning duri-r , the interim period, it 
Judiciously ::ient: at a lower level thtan thut oi1t.,ined in the project pi-or forthat year. 'lie bulk of rer:vrining activitics and corre-povl.,J.ng funds wil beaccounted for in FY 79 with just a spmall pcssible carryover into first qluarter
FY 80. 

Ile last order of business was a discussion in NTIS country
representativo-, Sub-agences to deal specifically with appropriate tocolnology

now have been !stnbliil7ed in Ecuador and Costa 
 1Ica and ne:,otiatioos are

underway for si.r:ilar arran!-erients in other countries in effort
an to ensure that.
AT inforr.otion Is e.ffectivvly reaching our target group,. A country-by-country
review of the rerreentatjve3 revealed that in goneral rie ,oo-aps wore functioningeffectively and that cooperation t them and t:hetr rc:pective USA.,rD' was

good. 11,,e single serious (::centfion to the latter point was .onduras 
 wt*.here the
Mission was di.,;atisficd with the current agent representative.arrangei,..ent
and wi shed to see three others named. TlTS/Washington and i2AC/DR workingare 

to resolve the problem.
 

General Conclusqon 

The regional "Science and Technology Information Transfer" project is
making satisfactiory pror(ss, given the delay in start-tip date and the amount
of work involved in setting up an appropriate technology competency within
NTIS. 'TeComi.ttee stressed the i-.tortance of seeing the results of these 
efforts as early as possible in FY 79. 

Submitted by: IAC/DR/IiR, Helen 11. Ortiz, Project 1kinnger 

Science ard Technology Information Transfer Project 

Date: January 4, 1979
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