SUMMARY

Second Annual Review cf IAC Regional I'roject

"Seience cnd Technology Informatfon Trensfer'
December 13 and December 20, 1978

Particinints of lMeetings: Helen M. Ortiz, IAC/L /1, Kenneth 1., Maxtin,
TAC/D2/IR, Jamee v, Singletary, TAC/DR/LR, Howard b, Luzlk, 14C/DR, Terrance
Lindewann, iTIS, Paul Sundick, NTIS, Prank Fost, WilS, Rita it Cunningha,
‘”T Vietra Dowl, HTIS, Paco Pardo de Zela, KT8, Richard Martin, AC/DR/NR,

rrick Trizavry, TAC/DR/ER, icna Vreeland, D5/DIY, Themas R. Delregory,
DSP/JPE, Jock Y¥rancis, IAC/DP and Petexr Thell., LAC/DP.

At the firat of tho tuo review mactings held on the project, Terrance
Lindemann, LIS Loreign Affalrs Administrator, and his staflf ypresencted a
detailed descrinvion of thziv activities over the past year., A draft paper
was rubnltted nni digcussed and a gecond meetling was called so that NTIS
could resrond to an issuer paper which sought to focus on a nuichar of elenents
{n the Ivaluntion Plan which were inzdequately dealt with in che drarst

documant,
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t hy NTT8/Ueshington, appear to be
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Moot projoct activities, as carried oo
progresging at or above the anticinatad Je
Salinag, icuador cuccessiully brought togethenr tho directors of the latin
Anzricen cooperating agencics (including come representatives fyew ALD
groluate countrios)y, NIIS/Voshington ctalfl and AN /ashiineten sltaff for a
franl: {nterchoure on the "new directicas™ in appropriate technelory which
the proiect has iaten,  Two two-weck dntenaive seminare were held for
technical fniornation msnapers to famdlicvize them with IITS prodocts end
sevvices, to acaveint ihiem with ciler sources of U5, technical indormation
(such as 1135, U097, Library of Conivouss, cte,). and to fntreluce viica to
imadern Information handling L?flnlﬂ”un. TIS was distributing imore than
20,0730 coples of 277D, lte wmonthly cnoouncewent of selacted deavaelopront-
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oricentad .MLu'|1“' in It 73, it wvas puolizhza for the first tine dn Spanlch
and Irenchifor the develoning worid, ruel=vger seminara were held in partici-

patin~ couwntries, orvanized by the lescal apents in oxder te introduce
clicats end votentisl clients o the sall vange o‘ arvicee availahle
throuyh ¥Lis and to create a general evnceness of t vaalue of informaticn
11 various development eudeavors,

so
I:e

A rmator imporcant activity ol dT:% Las been the development of an
Appropriate Techniolorw Clearinghous.  rin general orientation of WFIS slnca
{ts fuseption in the Worid Usr 10 neriod has been tha provislen cf hirhly
gophisticated solcntiilc ond rechunlevical information to the .5, aund other
indusirinliced nation ead-users,  Jal2r the TAC projecr, the swiceh In orien-
tation to lew-carival, hi ] o Wintermediate' technoluvy haa
necessitatod not ealy a ol HeIIATE R b at aloo the cetive acquisition cf
such appropriate technoloyy wateriols, In IV 74, an intensive cifore wag
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made to acquire inforxmtion in such arcas as egrlculture, rural development,
pmall business adninisrtration, health, construction enrineering and encrgy,
Close contact wzs conteblisghed with a numnber of International appropriate
technolory ¢rouns cuch ag Appropriate Technolony International (AYT), -Volunteers
in Technicnl As qu ance (VITA), the lutermedlate Techneloqy boveloprient Group
(IT2G - o land), cony (1~4nun), YOOI (Cerriny) and Broce Pesearch 1nstitute
(Canada). ArrangcnenLu vere mide for the ecuchange ol decuments and thelr
translaticn into Sranish and Frencheoere decmzd useful,

NTIS is also cncourceinp 1ts LOCpcraL11, a, xncies to lnput AT documents from
their cwn countrics into the system, though b)'thc end of FY 78 only thirty-four
had beon veceived., o date, there has been a hesituney on the part of Latin
Americans to contribute thelr inlerization sratultously but KTIS hopes to
overcon: this by an exchanpe of frce documants of their chelce up to ¢n equal
approxiuate vord count.

Other purely AT activities ifnclude: (1) publication of a documznt entitled
Selected A7 Trow the 17070 Data P{le which inclades come one-hundred titles
gelected for Ui snecial relevance for development procoyrams - IDC's; & more
comprehions ive volurs 35 acon to fellow; (2) preparation of an "Appropriate
Technolony lelccence Culde” vhich fa a training tonl that defines the concepts
and identiiies othier sources of intormation outside the notwork such as VITA, T7UNG,
GRET, 200L and Brace; (3) negoticotions with the ICHLL Corps to ploce third-yoarn
VOlUu!P“"ﬂ te assist in cooporntine npﬁncj‘"; end (&) cotablishment of a 475,000
account to provide ror free dlsseminatlion of uocumenta for AT activitices benc-
fitting the poorer scctova of Al) countriec,

While thie rresentation was promiging in terms of vhat NTIS/Uashington
has done in ¥Y 78, the Review Cervalttee felt that & nunber of important issues
remalned te be veised., Princilpal among the concerns of the proup was vhether
or not all of thesc ciforts werc, in (2ct, i:oacting on the poor of the ven~ion.
Althouelh thia {s an ctremely diff{icult ften to measure, it was felt that inlcr-
mation on the volums ond nature of docunents and the kind of raclpient, combinead
with indivicual case stulica on aad une or infovaation received, vould serve os
at lenst indivect indicators of success. ‘tbhe Decenmber 20 mezeting eddressed
itself more divectly to this point,

NTIS feels that, ouving to the delay in start-up of the project in FY 77,
it has had only cne iull year to set un an enlirely new progsram.  Jhe first
steps had to be the acauisition or at least location of pertineat AT material,

to be {c)luved by training activities for crents and end-users to make them
awarce of the cexistence o anch intormation . Lo to obtain 1t. Thege efforts

are outlined above. Vhile thesce two activities wlll centinue, the najor
AL

enphasis Lo Y 79 will be on divsremivation <=~ cetting the information to the
poor, It should be uniorstood hive that vhila the ultimate poal of the project
is {morovenmont of the Yives oi ilie poow, it fa designed to put information into
the hands ol their resresentativens, be rhey government apencies, private
voluntary crpanizaticus or coopevative proups which are in a better position to
translate informicion into action.
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NTIS/Washington has compiled a list of more than 300 orpanizations in
nine AID countrifes® vhich it identifics au potential uvmers of NTIS informie-
tion, This infornatlon 1is to be pasased on to the country apent representas
tivea so that thev nmay be epproached direccly with an offer of cevcvices., In
two countrieca, El S~lvador and Panama, ATD !dssions are aiding LIS in
carrying out an jo-denth survey of groups involved in development activities
and {t is hoped that by yecar's end thig w:11) be completed in all AID countriead,

Current information on buyers of U478 information ig too ireomplete to
Judge adequately tue impact of the proscam en the poer., However, what little
information ig available weuld indicate thit the preponderance of NIIS
materinl continues to be of a rwre sophicticated nature, going primarily
to comvinnce and Jndastry, HILYS feels confident that in FY 79 dlissenination
of AT matceriale will increase warkedly., A new survey instrument designed to
identify clients and their infornation needs more clearly is to be required
by cooprrating acencies for ¥Y 79 althouph NTIS cxpects gome resiatence from
agents,vho are snderstaffed and are not reimbursed for such additiecnal
ragponsiblities,

Althiougl the voiume of AT document sales for FY 78 was not impressive,
a cross caction of information solicited sceves to show a wide ranca of
intercnts being served,  Awong the titles requested vere included: Fuel end

ey ireduaction by Bioconverrion of Uaxte Iterdals, Teaching Inual:

- ——— it e

Seaoal e ns gn aiadvion, Jeconating acr e Bl 28t zenching
Manual, corttors oual, e Ghallonore ol b rew and pish

Cultunre 2o 7 == b,
Of come concern to the Review Comaittee was the fact that under the
project no arparent Incrcave has cccurred in the voluma of distyibution
of docwionty to Latin smerica and the Caribbean. In fsct, the value of rales
for eleven AL countyice™* rese only 774 bLetween FY 77 and Y 78 -- all of
which appears to be ahsorbed by price fncreases -- mxd the number of docu=
nente actunally fell by 27%,  Lindomann adxibuted the dealine to {octors
external to the NTIS program: the severc ccenomic preblems of Peru (vhich
represents vivtually all of the decreuse), political uwarest in Hicarapua,
and the extreme unreliability of the mails in Bolivia (recently resolvad by
sending, docuwments threuyh ATD Jilgsion ). This may or may not be the case,but
the crucial test ehiould come In carly calendar year L4979 vhen publicity for
free appropriate tochnology documents entevs into full swing and a marked rise
gshould occur 1f the project is functioning as anticipated,

* Bolivia (34), Colombia (43), Costa Rica (30), Dominlcan Republic (21), El
Salvador (21), Cuatemala (67), Panama (21), Paraguay (16) and Peru (53).

%*Bolivia, Colombia, Costs Rica, Dominican Republie, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatenala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and Peru,
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A last icsue discussed was that of the schedule of disbursements which
shows, as of the start of FY 79, a pireline of $156,800., It was exnlained that
the reason for this sizeable figure vas the delay in eommxncement of the
project in I'Y 77, As the VFASA uas not sipned until late September, 1077, NTIS
had furded the project provisionally out of other funds which were to be repaid
out of the 3250,000 allotwant for ¥Y 77. Vhile S7IS did this willingly in ovder
to keep the project (dnherited from TAD) functioning duricy the interim period, 1t
Judiclously snent at a lower level than that out.cined in the project parer for
that year. ‘'The bulk of remaining activities and corresponding funds will he
accounted for in FY 79 with just a small pcasible carryover into first quarter
FY &0,

The last order of buainess was a discussion in NTIS country
representatives, Sub-agencies to deal specifically with appropriate tocknology
now have been ¢stablished in Eeuador and Costa Iica and nerotiations ara
undexrway for similar arrancewments in other countries in an effort to ensure that
AT information s effectively reaching our target group, A country-by~country
review of the representatives vevezled that in general che souweps wore runctioning
effectively and that cooperation betvoen them and thelr respective USATIN's vas
pood, The sinzle serious cxception to the latter polnt was ilonduras where the
Mission was dissatisfied with the ecurrent agent representative arvangoenent
and vished to see three others named, NT1S/Washington and [AC/DR are vorking
to resolve the problem.

General Conclusion

The regional "Science snd Technology Information Transfer" project is
making satislactory proprvess, given the delay in start-up date and the amount
of work involved in setting up an gpprepriate technology competency within
NT1S. The Committee stressed the importance of seeing the resules of these
efforts as early as possible in FY 79,

Submitted by: IAC/DR/IIR, Helen M, Orciz, Project Managey
Science and Technology Information Transfier Project

Date: January 4, 1979
TO THE FILES

cc: Participants of Mcetings CLEARANCE: LAC/DR/HR:KLMartin
DS/ST, William Feldman
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