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Bewen arch 21, and April. 13C61eefor a, suve on O,98' visited Bangln~adeh t rprattitare of*-""'~K' 
'~'K'o<' toh a,Kfrasreontetttds 

to'-famuily planning -and abortion. 
ofrural religious leaders (I.mams)-~~.'KKK0,K 	 "~''Duig h c ns' Itation the IslamicFoundation in Dacc rqetd& 	 ' hstudy~include quastions on atttudesy 

"K' Kabout agiutrladrua 
eeomn To dat'.therwhaeebeenS 	 sointifically,bagsd nostudbes to valuate atttudsof,'relf ous leaders 
toiland population issues. The result. 'of,;Kthis&sdy willKniblO >,the 	Bagadesi 
ovrnen t morae fetively'drct~iucation'iii..4.. 

n"tlmams as -walZ asg drs ' .'K Kgrlgoocnennobi 
 dcto
prgas epcal those 'zelated~t aml plnig 
K'This project-will' involve in-vdepth interviews with 450 Imam in 3 districts 

in Bangladesh. These district. were . lce,'i 'biau-e
differences intelieait 	 part o alleged K<4rcosrais 
fthi2la'~ratcs
 
SIt will bo'odut over a2mnhpariod and" 

KK'''I~"'~-~--<.analyxed at Dacca 	 heaaa taesed andUniversity's Institute' for KStatitcalJ Reeac and~
Training (tSar). Topics other than family planning willbe first aid,~- KKfarming, poultry and anim~al raising$ irrigation, ,and' attitudes aboutK'" KK; 
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participation of 'Imams~indevelopment program1s in B3angladesh. Theprotocol Was Wrtten, re~viewed, and approved in Bangladesh~ by the
~Tcchn1ical~Conudttee'.of the)JBar.8ladesh Fertiityesearch P~rogram (BRF'P) ~y~"i
and ISRT (see 1etters at end of 2 J #44cjjl4. 

In~BangIkk I dscuased-the Imam at~titude,,survey with-Pr,' Swiaad of ESCAP.~Dr. Samaad was, foriior*3 directo uf ISRTrand had some vvaluable
 
suggestions as to seleotion fdstit and 'topics Corth'e qustionnaire.I also presented the Tmaii~'tudy protocol to the 'Poguamfficer:,-oe the"International Commuittee on 'Applied Research~ooipulationi }IcAWRP. ' Thenext Technical Commi~ttee~meeting 'of~ ICR wlbhi2' inSetebe 198
atwhich time ;the, protocol, cn be' Icosierdfor fundng. Although 'the ~'protocol was received by'thePra'Officer"4with 'aouieYenthi~uia he<44. ,,said that no decision could be made until th TechnicaitCoiimittee met.' 

influence" of rligiononatituides tofamily ~plannig 2and4 ha~d discussionsY-'withW demographic and' socia~l science staff mmbers'on fututreeac
4,b, projects in Bal1adesh as' well asdesign m6dif icatons of the Imam ' ,,.Iattitude survey, 

4':'"'' 

I.DATES AND PLACES OF TRAVEL 
'~'"4 

"44 

*Dacca, Bangladesh, March 2l'-April 1.3 2~"~~4'
Bangkokt Thailand, April 13-18-,''-
Honolulu, Hawaii, April 22-28 

'4 

1' 11II.PURPOSE OF TRAVEL44 

Dacc,
Bnglaesh-
 Toassist theBangladmsi governmentdeinasry

of' the attitudes. and practices of religious leaders >to~family planning,~

4 and4 'abortion. 'To provide technical aesistance in evaluati.ng the menstrualregulation training program conducted by 4 Bangladesh~ medical'colleges. 
4 

Bangkcok, Thailand -To consult with Achari Yuktanandana,4 Program Officer, 
 "ICARP9 Asia, on possible funding resources for the' proposed Imam attitude ~ * survey project. 
,~ 

Honolulu, Haai To present a 
seminara the East-West Centero
religious attitudes and family planning inBnglaidesh. To4 provide''
consultation on future East-West population projects"inBangladesh.
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 ~ John Dumm, Program Officer, Population Section
 

http:evaluati.ng
http:Conudttee'.of


4 
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Atiur R. Kha"Pito Servcesand Trainings

SSyed 4alWiilla4h, Director- iationEl-Institute. of Population RUesearch 
* and~Trinn 

Laurie'Lws CnsultanCj~ 
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SThailand ~ 

>tnternationnLCowdtt Ud Research onllief~ Populaion~(ICAW

Achai Yutananda, Program Officr
 

Er~
SCAP.
 
2Dr. Samaa
 

East-WstCnterP
 
Fred Arnold , sistant itor, p*Patio Diiso
 

~Jay Palzuore, Research Follow
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IV. ACCOPLISHMMNS 

Th~spoject was intially4 cone ived by Dr oe Rochat~(CDC) in 
:1April1979. He proposed to conduct a probabilitysuvyoinvdal
rua mm oas eorpi and family plnnn attitude ad practice
SquasiAn. Hie pmeuutue4 the inteviewerjcouldus &.rited osinn 

-The questionnaire would include attitudia quesin brto iia 

-n1979' the Worl1d Bank general population uvy, n h'17 olFertliytSuvey. All of these survuy shwdsbtnilapoa 
a 

o


borti~on under seected circu saneas whidchcmilgludrcret

>5angldah~law, Dr. Rochat felt the Banglaeh 
 overraW shotu


specifically the attituide of, rutral Imam In conideigwthro
 
o gL consie 

cha14nge the law on abortion. 

As parttof background resoarch to thi prjcIInterviewed govenmet
 
-leaders inpopulationp,local r*proesitativas ofinternational geiesa, Q -~And" rolgious leaders Chief Contocts, Section~ 111) 6 s well'as
seaveral'groups of and several, ndvidul vra I*VXan. IXn my interview
famyplanning was a very sensitive issue. We consideed includingother, topics in order to estabishe~ rapport with Mch'Zuesint wv .d$ 'Moeoe the" Is laIc 1?oumdation had requatd assitanin ov alusti* ;V-jtheir training programin the area* of~ atitdes to social development

besidesaxuuy planning. -
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-4 evaluate thefattiude of rural Imm toac eeomn ih 'an4
 

How much... already........nnteheoAfIas
 

~~ ., ,Toour knowledge no scientifically bassd~ surveys of Imama have 4'"'.-4been eonductea i4anPagon. 5 Willimldinor 'in any other. Muslim country,oege m i 

and4faml,.panigprgamja bendrvdfo ieae educated "4 

Musi leaderu,2not'fr-onvruriLImm wh hav dietcnatw 
'vi V ei ?P4eole- hs the' influence o~f rural'reliiou-is l'eaders~V.... 

ha~s be poorl'y known. Soe'Huslim le~aders who are' able tointerpret-Koranic and Hadith'.teachings to objection-~ 
to. amily planning o~r social development and encourage it*" However, <, 

see hv nV'Io 4' 

ImurLZam ra ess oftn'iblec-±o -trna~e t Kora f ".ori.ginal 
.ArabiS- c and$r fore."are711 as abl ato interpret its tea'chings. ' .". 

learnstnst oo,redetermi5L.4cnati.on ad 
fate, but iti'not kcnown how thisaffects their perception of,ther
ol,,,nchanging Bangladesh societyO norhow this might.
 

How wilt the interviews be coduct' ?' 

Each interviewer will have to memorize the questionnaire on the
demographic-characteristics, of'each ImZam; they will knovw seleuted-. 

quoatins romtheKoran, that .15, those relating to social.'4W IUR PI W U " 4V&4J: 47development and family planning (for exmamples see 'footnotes to 
protocol)l have backgrounds iii agriculture -and, ania raisiln$.' This...Wilrequire intensive trining5 aneil nable teitriwrt 

444 

have in-depth open discussions with the TImam and fill in. the questionnaire'
after 'the lntrviLv. Codino'demographic informationwill'be fairly...4 " 

forwardi'this~may not be so with'attitudinal questions.L4-'straight 

Whereas dem.graphic '-questions may be coded, on sight, att,itudinal. .. 
. .. -questions' will be coded at IORT. This i ll iOWsome standardisation.

of nterprotation'. The classification-of open-ended questions- Cn: 
atttudsmay ha, to be rvsdperiodically throughout the awalysis 

-... . . . . .the, pilot and actual surveys.4 ....... .. -of 

'Hlow will this study be used? ' 
1. This study will be a resource to all governments and agencies 
plnnn attitudinal surveys of religious groups in all Muslim 

444444 .1iiii 4 4This study will enable the Bangladeshi governmenta2. to plan 
+ 44 4':+++O++4 +.444+4 educational programs in all areas of rural development currently...
 

4 4 ?+{+£ = i+diecedatla . oreover,+ +'public++++,+++education pormay be .
 
' 
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3.Ti stud wilnal comparison of religious attitudes ~of 
ImMams of agadeh wiith Imams in other Mim coun ies 

Islam originated in~ the'A.D. 600O'a and is~ based on the life and teachingsof Mohammad9,' n Arib boin in' Mecca,. The chief religiou - writings are
the Quran ,(Koran) and the Uadith.(sayings of the prophet) . Itisthe f-UK 
pr,inciple religion of the Middle East e'nd Is widespread across North.
Africa-and. Soutiseest-Aia.,:Is lam'requ ires. 0rayer 5 times each day at~~~~
th6 mosque and refoe to ~the Koz'an'and iadith to provide rles of )Ai 
conductj or :every d~y t6day~ventiu iperson's 'life. Th asstee 
ood sad evil'elifi~aen prdetiaton in the sense that both,godn',vi mpieterminod:'and'heip..s±in~sore for believars. -"Go guraneeig satenane ,tolall<,crw'tures."~ "Tere isno movin~g 

- la&~eacn. to -LA

because the outcome is already'daerined. l-,-iW 1h~- .1 7 

~ Thus,> aiiCthud 7 tdirc Ahis owndestiny ~-

In BDangladesh there are an estimated 980,Oiosquies and,13O,OOO Imams 
-(source: Islamic Foudation).' Rligious leaders can 'be divided-'into 
several categories: 

Imams: Men trained in reading the Koran in original Arabic. A 

- They are in charge of 'amosque 'and lead the daily--
', 

prayers and usually prosent~a "sermon"! to the village
* prior to the noon prayer meeting on Fridays (the .most 

important religious, day iithe Houlim week)'* Imams, receive 
training at Kadrashae--religious schools., Imams are,
the "priests" of Islam, and provide spirtual etial n 
social leadership to the village.' ticl n-1 

Although no demographic information Isavailable about 
Imamal anecdotally they saim to derive a subsistence,
income from the villages And-may have smll land holdings.
However, most Immasshun the material world andlive 



'

workers as fairly unapproachable on issues of social change 
- ' or development of Bangladesh society. The chief religious

organization for Imams in Bangladesh is the Islamic--------
Foundation inuDacca, 

Moulana 
G =Aa i: These are religious teachers who train Imamns and conduct

classes for children at the madrashas, Bofors the 
introduction of, the Bengali educational system, adrashas 

- ware the only schools In the country# All children are
supposed$ according to Islamic law, to attend madrashas 
in preference to regular Bengali schools; this practice
seo=# to be broken down in many parts -of the country,
especially near towns or cities 



Mol~a1nde.'thytec adwl a nut pr
~yyre-


Tobiqu;Tes ar paticlaly earedand revered religous~ma 

t-be~ prohat or P . ,Thy follQw 41l
sage b5UW puople.
SIsamiuc~taching and travel around,Bangladesh holdinig 

11~ <~ ,tings which are atende by peopl.e from~many villages.: 
*Thyv owordlyssessions and are very influential 

ilndirctngelgios houhtof the peopl.e. Toblique 
are'indpenentandnotpar otny organized religious 

1.slaicFoundaton(Daca)Taining Programs 
The Islamic F~oundation, Daccat isthe' centrail religious~organization for~ 
Imnams, In,1979 the FouinIationl establishis an jImii~tainfag'prograuiv~~

:CI>1:.whereby each 2 months labout, 120 Imimi, wera selected Aand~brought' frJm 
rural areas~to.Dcc fo a ntanaivelO-"week training 'course. a 
goneral' areas ~of th6,trining program wCSe basic principles of first aid,
farming an~atl~rue irrigatioui, poultry and animal rasig 

When the syllabus, was originally proposed the~topic of family planning 
wias considered but rejected becausa the curriculum coimittee felt the 
Imams would regard it &#.too controversial#-- HowevOrp according to the 

SFoundation some Imas have rais~ed,,the' family planing questLOu during
discussions. .The Islamic-Foundation sk1ed -me to provide technicat
assistance In evli thett attitwde of; lus alSubjects Of 
the training program Lncluding some atttudinal quetions on fsi 
planning and <population growth Iui g Moevrn nadesh*-heFudto 

in-peparedo coductquetiomirciurv Moreover~s,tmthe Podtro
to evaluate the training program. This wll bavaluable ,source, of 
information on the -attitudes of Inamsj especially for a pil~o or ongoing 
survey. However, these Nuam, are probably a select group because they

Kare literate enough to haveobean selected to travel ~to Dacca for the 
- training program. 'Although no objective information is Available# 

my discussions with Islamic 1le aes suggest -thato in general, rural Imams
7,are illiterate and, therefore, would not be selected for Ithe Islamic 

Foundation programs Thus, Arty survey at the Islamic Foundation may not 
be representative--------------------

2. luau StudlProtocoll--

T'he Bangladesh ,overnment is concerned-about religious opposition to the 
practice of family planning~(contraception-and abortion). The viem 

<' 

and attitudes of rel~igiousa leaders regarding family-planni4S and 
-~ 

abortion viarsignificantly between Islamic countries The concensus 




p-A 

plannn(1). Thiaietoint'.is supported byr various s~ayigs of the 
-Kora 2-5). ThaseA ttiprotations~hia, seultedn anshared~ 

baifi mwcutis'htIlmI pnrlyspotv of family
Planning and, of abortlon up to' the time of 'quickening (90-1MQ days) (6)<
~On;this basis actional family pl iningjprogram hve bee~n unetae 
inEgptiorocc inisia.Paiaan' ndonesi,4ayuiao,and; f~
Bang~ade. ntho e~ of Tunisla, a&'liberal abortion Jlawlias been
in effet since 193 

. 

i&ev'-

A 

~ 
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-

Althughsome feel that religious oppositiwon faily~planning s 

thio belief. M?oreover, religious persons in 'futalBanglideuhhAave' 
rn een.srveyed to determine which .prtieof the Holy Koran, it any,

they' see an being opposed to family 'panning, Religious;persons'in ~~ 
urbani areas, ,especiall ,those6 who are ~able t aerset, he Kora~n and 
Improve the living standard~ of ithe peoplG#-' The main'.oppositlonlto family>planning in Bangladesh seem's to stmfrom the predominately ~rural. 
population where religious persons ezonlysa that-athough~ they do not
have the educational backgsround to understand, the .Holy :Korano, intrinsicallyr
they believe the Koran is againit any methodoglimiting family sixe.
Conservative estimates indicate that there ar re than'989000 osqusa
and 130,000 practicing Imams~ in rural Bangladesh*.-These Imams may Te 
also serve as oulanas (religious teachers) in olated vi s.., T
provide the villagers with their only, sourco of sthii~l' and upirtuaV,
guidance. Thus, their opinion on population growth may be a critical
factor in an individual's acceptance or rejection of family planning.,
It is, therefore, essential that the government be aware of the opinion
of these reigious leaders regarding its population programs.' 

Performance of legal abortion is regulated according to the Penal.
Code of 1860 (7) to circumstances' which dirdetly endanger the life of
the pregnant woman. The resultof restrictive abortion legiolation in
combination with soma recognized Islamic prescription of abortion
contributed to an estited 5,000-10,000 abortion-related deaths in' 

! 
-

-

In a recent study of 498 induced abortion-related deaths, which were
Investigated, 172 were induced by village doctors; the rest were,
induced by dais (492),and a variety of non-surgically trained personnel (342)., 

Previous studies have been conducted regarding the attitudes of other 
groups toward abortion. In 1975 married men and women, were interviewed
(12) and 80% approved of abortion for women who had been raped. Sixty two 
percent (62%) were in favor of abortion in a lifowthreatenins situation
and 202 approved for general medical indications, In 1976 (13) a survey
of 376 physicians (702 working in health thana complexes) revealed that 
95% approved of abortion to save the woasn's life; 792 following rape;
612 for a woman with many children; and 65X for a woman who became 
pregnant after her husband's death. Thas. studies Indicated that most 
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PeopleB o~ f nlJadesh appoeQ4of abotion Iii- spcfc cicmtacs A~ 
8onee t wth awiqq bVo4 Ir S4 

Inludedinthis,study will be questions on agriculturAllrrl and socialUdevaoOpment focusin on topic, suc aidas fis famig irrigtion
poultry Iand anma raiing anma husanry
 -nd 


ito Bangladuah govarw4.nt has introducad 2 training programFoundation training''Program and (h saithe Bangladash Aadmnyfor Rural 
- -~ '-- ivloPmont; siining $irogram at3 coilla) to teach Imuams the basic 3priniples~; 

as to the-Iwowledge-and:Attitudas of Imams either atteaini the programs
iori intendingrto Participate. B~y includinga-thesa topics in the survey, it~will be possible oassess th vrl tttue n 
rcie oQf rural~~-'

-inamN to.aul aspects of econouic ando: cow. svlpati 

2, Khn'..W4Islaic~~&q~, Opiio angadesh raaudyandCotacepion B~5 

- for Rural Developisent (BARD), comillas December, -1977.--

3. "God wishesyo but wishes not your discomfort" (Sura 2/185).& 
4.1 "God desired not to lay a burden on you" (Surs, 5/)
 
5., Mothers when delivered shall suckle their young for at least 24 months~ 
 ,Sura/233). 

-i 


' 

60 AK.M
Seaju.1samBan~lds Family PlanninSgsoltooD~-1976, in Islam and yamilynannin(soeaf )ista ~oete 
-7 stage are reached there is no li.fe in the chi" and abortion. can be~ -~ 

7. Clause 312# Penal code of 1860, 
6. "Lost are they who in their ignorance have (00o18shlY stayed their4 

4- children" (Sur& 6/140). 

49. 

as . --

"And when the fma'le chid that Mas bee. buried alive shall be achdl for what crime has she been put todeatht# (Sura 18-) 
10. "That you shall not stay your Children, because of Poverty' (Sure 6/152). 
11. 
 Rosenberg Hs )Mamorandug to WilliamlIH.-Foege, NsD), Director,Center for Disease- Control# July 1979,--------
12. Samsed. ADesogtaphic survey for collection Of Baseline Oata'at-4 

IYour4-- ---

-

Concentrated ThAnas, Univeraity of D&aesa,5lds, 1976.f 
444 ~ ~~ 13.A DPUnteashnS MIPD., -irPI,,yord IFu.,adM42osenberg, ).Do,I 

O5R
M-PH.N, Ceter for 0sease Controlt Personal<- commun.Wroa ,i S.u vob-'b. -

http:govarw4.nt


'We popose9 to detemithe folowS informuation about a probability 
smple of rural Imams. .V 

1.~Dmogrpi Chrateitis of Rspondentt Age, marital~ 
:j 	' ~ >statuua iiumberand, outcomas of~afl spous. ppgnanies, Re8lgiou
 

triig Imam pracI~~ut umberlof, people attening mosque
Iia, onl 
Frdy (a nidcation of religious practi.ce of; the~villge) 

~ ~ 2~.~ Kowldge: imm'knowledge about thp government's program
St~o ivolve 	~Ima inrua deoopetlgic utes first aid,
polr An anma aiing; knowledge',tlf government population 
prgrm in~Bangls4sh; Iknowi*a4gs abouit'selected aspects of the. 

bbvaab* etsAneildg.Steoniaa ptivas -m..aternala.-chbi2lhealth~ 
w'~~ and abortion-rel~ated morbdt And moralty 

3.VAMtitdes: Those questions will be of2 'types: a) origin ofV 

reliiu tho~ugt. Who the' Imam, feeal. has molded'his 1B1131ous and4 Y~ 

sial~ t h~inking, :'goI madras< family.: techn toliuo' 

attitudwson 	 andV public mediietc. :b) 	 religiont socis1, _rursl,'pVV~5V VV 

population issuso Attitudss.'6n fiiilY..pl&nnS ftr crtsin groups
within thIavillage:(child spcinat'vO~U08, 0old," andultipaouwswo Imen). 
Attitudes on botina unider. arrtircuastances, if anyl itV MAY 4<VV 

5

beapros f What role each Imm 'Vhmel.-y'n~ ftr
 

V V V Bangladesh society.
 

V c wvil be asked c0dstermlsin.Iowledg. of w OVVV'Vma qu*estions 	 Koranic an 

VVVSV VVth Passages; aelec ted, Pa$asss-,l e eae to eachi Una wh willVV~ 

V ~attitude isa inst, fa1y, planning he wil be saw !hsep55555 	 SVVV5VV4"5)* Q5 

VT hese qustions will be part discussin with'the.sa. A th@oagh 

'V ms questUin will not:~&J aske 40Oitefyq i2.1fl 1434 beVwrd	 Vil 

Vth, Interviewunes 116Zma l cpresses obviog rjct5PoV to a, prtcuar VVVV~rV 

-'V V V topic, I so, this will be 'xcorded *nd prb ueftiois will be ase to V$VSAiV5 
deVa ral UAot--**rin~ I *V ~fo a# 

V-VS~ ~ 4 Selecti of SUEYS 	 VDistricts4raons 

3 isrctVbsd-nV 	 rierV VelectV 

PV.' 	 VV. shul rersn dif 'isVic V SVV<VI .ll'.Vpractices 
Thus IV seetdavr4osraie ulndsrc Nahl) 

a liea o" 'Vjhai VVr Vd~w(oildiVVic 	 5V-he 
Th>VVSVVtv-lbea ~4slnjo;@flaehlael wer bae o 


WWWY ~ VVV .2VlSVeVaders.'SVVV4V 

http:with'the.sa
http:practi.ce


Pao. 1b II, moU'44elq.a DOp*o 
 voS6 
 l 

entrs
nnd osqrch nd have persons ofQuniqu ability to~
coordinate and run 
 survey project,: 

13.0000 ''dvdd ith0non.Temswhil poulou uniona 35'a,00
theleat populos

20% (Conaus 1974).~' 

as about 13;000 people. The lieracyrtei
There re6 prlimaryadhihshol,9
an Icllg. heariutueof t~he ara adah
 s 1 cop of riepr er 

o'f"Joslgim ..o the womn sn~role, Womn inte are keep to atrict 'purda"!of'te Vil)
(us 'They do notmoveo in the villages during daytime;they usU411 vst reative ony aterdr 'Vna ngtwoe
thmselves with 2 black umubrellas.~~'~1
 

ChoamaaniHanajltT Prjec~ a itu te
Benal.Thohealth project 'was~ establisheddin61973 wt oeg 
mlesfromthe Bay of 

and preventive health services with~n mhsi naiy lnig
By 1979 there were~ 2 anhat e'nesad5sbotr 
rvdn
maternal. and child~health, fimilytpJliningi and ambulatory medi±cal care.There to a wollmoqupped t20..bed ospital lin the administrativa',ceutarsAll 7 centers providp sterilizatio 'and',UD'Iservice's on a 3dyrttnbasis (twice per we1) . Nutita informto aud a-protainloodsupplement i,dtiltrbuted by uthe cetrs to'localylllaga chil1dren.1978, an$3vaiuatioii of the project erevealed In ' 
that 100 women attand4 Vlplanning ~clinics dily. Pailtlanning $ervicoe ttstics areatt4chad' (Appendix 0), Th maiadirector of the project land his'staffare young, dedicatd physicians with Ar a an'naetin provision and4assaunt of~health care withitha thn,.t The medical director hasLa poxt-gradUU atr's~'degree inpublic health and is experienced inInorvievor traintng, data collartiono and, analysis* 

Thiashadi strit 1
nt4 atr d of Bagaeht oa3ee ob 
h
 

ltRajohasht, the Univorsity of Rajtshashi has~a v1ll-estAbuished anthropology~'department that conduct& research Inoth attiude and prc$* f1
Bangladesh's population. iThe PrInCIPAl inVU1t$oatbe. approachod to coordinate tho study of theat~ta't ii4n this aroa. BasaelnoAtttuditnatnforation mAy be available from a recant. study il~l# 
Msjsha hldistrict f rat least , 1 a 

wnthie "'orld;W ofw~*~$4MP IGOf a 
s nd althoughfaitntifte information to available~on cntracetive acceptance, 

no. - .the 10041iiprsion isthat services are well u4tltsedO§
 



CI 0motit 

4a 9. no~ vedt 
baI h middet en n n 14S ana@ 

-aiv a do'n'i 
laber I P d con reCon'ragar 

atiue.Na emi ono4oil, h DnSaeh-cdm 	 e url 

implement$ao strateg fordb a derane f oial and ruradeeopet 

PathfindeFund Consultation, 

p1hys4Q$.anh 'And -,paramedics to perform mnstrua regulation.. To date, 
~56 physicians and paramuedics h~ave bee tined and slghl ove 
4$500.onls trual reguslation procedures have been prformed yths
traina and Instruct~r in th 4 medlicoegs.. It in prpeQd, 

~§2K. 	 tr'aining programs to tri~a boit~ 350 hsiin andpameiseryr 
to perfrm monstrualauladti inrural areas throughout Bangladesh.
The objct of lthu consultation was to prepare evaltion citeri4a in 

Sareas: ,~3 

1.TechiclCI ability to perfor the proca4 to,, 

2.Attitude oft~e phyic~ian or pa4~0iO to the training 
programs and implementatioQn inthe field, an 

L. Attitude t& unaccoptability of -the mnstual regulation ~~Z 
pocdure by-rusral Banglaesh wuien I --.
 

ncluded 	inti ill
I~--	 dbe an. asessment of ava.iability of techia 

o~f hospitalised, il2gal abortton-rlMM4;o plicrtionu ,and death. inu 

) ~~~~will take place in lat. ,1980 oery198l.an bedirected at the 
4 initil trainn centers and-,their &raduatea.< 

Julian IdN4 
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APPENDIX A
 

Imam Study Protocol (Draft) 

SURVEY OF TIHE ATTITUIDES, KNOWLEDGE, AND PRACTICES OF RURAL IHAMS
 
TO AGRICULITURAL, RURAL, AN'D SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT,
 

INCLUI)ING FA'IlLY PLANNING AND ABORTION
 

Principal Inw'stigator: Htr. M. Obaidullah, )irector, 
Institute of StatIaLicil Iesearch and 
Training, i:niversiLy of I)ncca 

Duration 12 rontltu 

Da tev !Ly 190t 

Budg.t $15,O00 

Project Consultsant .Dr, Jlaln Gold 



,71 41 

Ornte t,,ntlta tSai i ca eii' han, n ty
wt: h"Q 2Daca,: 

To A "d AM 

Obj~t ade ssss0 knwe e n :tiueso rrltoadcratl'vi~lng milhplnnng mehd :abr nIIa mg 

Program (R P Th ! dition baofMrIST i 1s~ 0*da,,h ss~ $6 iulhad 

"Finna ilsppr 

aPpu l~atior htr~iona Fetilt esac Prora (IMt~P)artoI~ for,loal p)ersnne
throug theBRF I4SRy1 cts ,supplies and 
equipmet, dat t~ta,4proesn, id~ C tnful tubppaon~ s cfa riigo 

a cnsltntDr Jlia Cldteo -traofo Daccadurint he$ prid of 
thtuytoclab~eoroip 1 io tsig refiningOth qe tneis 

andorainin the~t pcesing ~uaalsis pintrvewrs ad ) at 
 a
pi ationa~ of therult . Drt. Roger oht D4elpbt e ctr n 
Pat Cud 
 H~.S. ttsiin 
 ilpoi oslatspota 


resao
Drni.Anthn odFonain/acp.ilpovd 
edd
 

onutn
 

t~inluetlalr~lgios peson of he ounry twar fainy inh 
2 dtutwict)enl*t tei*a iimpX be ohnpouairand delomentrua 


programscuam~C radad poiftheo~n pood ublie reuatio prograemiens thro popultion contrlan reurade olet. hs A~ os 
Simle ahqtllcedjltt, 11 ottntrvme.a 
Thr-r 1 iticsiV.glds~ivddit 
 59 su-ditrct
 
and,over 
 itit).Wti h
fleans(plcami4srt~
3~~$4ditrct setd~ EDoL,L trno 3hmsii-b'hs&n 5 vilaeranomlchjenwitine hllaed* Th surey, leecodte ined2yv; 

parsia)asud ~lo Iat
ad b 'ollctonphse
 

1-~~ (0 Th pilot"stud will consisto 10aav in o slces eac

4

district's fo _oa Of V'104ls o M vlaS i -acoe
 
As! susiue,'obue 
 ttsog 
 .aentaalbeo
 

refusa~~~~~~~~~~~~~V tob~noveoo()0e'aAdt olVin hitilcu~to 



chioti~t Tis number of ineri r wil enable -th Y, 0d 
be compl4ee in about8 1 weeks, allowing forr than Icallback to: 

,wil be 
Theintrviwersholddenifythechif Iara inthevillage. (hies

one, af~te oslainihteha ftl local union 

K 

K7~Vii~ 

should be, the tpmam wiho 'is _recogniiod bth ilgpoeasth~e
chefmaoin$eera1 the besn'h-ledthyiIpra e n'Fa ysan 

who delivers thpesevc adest& the conrgation. Each >:
Ninterviewer ot 'J4 ab3lto coiduct 1 interview per~da'y,,i4., dy
week. 7The fith~day will be used forallbacks on tho respond'ents notavailable on the is visit'. Qnithe sixth day the interviewer should
r'eturn to the district survey headquarter to reort the findings of
the previous week~, discuui ~any 'problems encouterd aidactive his ~~7j 
assignent for the next 4.dayse, in '4 intriwers siould'allow~>Meningful disciuions between the interviewers on tie sixcth ,day aswell a indivlidual attention1 by the~district coordinator.; (See next.section for definition of district~coordinator,.) 'The proj Oct consultant 

will visit .eah study area at leat once ~duriiig this phase'to answer 
independent ir deciding the'advisaility of repeate clbicks ,orn tioss 
Imams who wre unavilablt during the first visit. The districtU 

15ntr iewsma be conducted in each district. «> ; '. 
District Coordinator (D.C.) 

-

:7There 

, 3 

V ; 

-* -

will be 1 D.C. for each district to be surveyed. The coordinator 
-will have direct responsibility for the interviewers inhis district. 
The coordinator will be 'knowledgeable inall aspects' of the study design * 

-adwill have made positive contributions 'to the fina;intariew format.#,
A pilot study will be done ineach district to evaluate logistic 'problem
to be faced by the D.C. and the interviewe. -The D.C.will. be
involved in1)thu interviewer training sessions, 2) day-to-day logistics
of the data collection (pilot and main phases), 3)ongoing refining of
the coding manual and coding ?proceduire according to results obtained
in the attitudinal part of the questionnaire, 4) data completion and
tabulation, 5)preparing the final analysis and report writing for his
distrittoand 6)dir-iet involvement with the national study report. It 
isproposed that the D.C. 'swill. be brought to Daccs before the pilot
stuady for extensive roundtable discussions with the principle investigator
and project consultant. At this time the questionnaire will be prepar~ed.
Oni their raturn, the D.,C.'s wii re and train the 4 interviewers inth.eir district andal participants wil be brought to Dacca for 
several sessico before the initial field testing. After this, the D.C.'s 
will again come to Dacca to discuss their findings and prepare the 
final Interview format. Once completed, the D.C. 'swill update the
interviewers on any changes for the data collection phase. Each 
interviewer should meot the D.C. at least once a week to return complete
forms, discuss any problems, code the questionnaires already completed,
and receive his assignment for the following week. The D.C. will be
visited by the project consultant at least once during this phase. 

-



Da Analysio and' Dise'mation 
-Afteralt the ineviw are completed' th D.C 'will i±haaitrc 
fromi IS~R, tault tecode part o th 'queionaieand submit afinal report fromihis district., Thi reort will be collecte wit±h theothrflby 	tho, proec consultant into a-national study reot Each
D.C, will:.be able to use the study,,results fromhis district~ for any
planning. or-academicpurpose hens as necesay. Thus, ineffect,~

each district will'~havecoduted nindepeid1t study. 
~ 

After all district reports are submitted, the D.C.,'s will ~bebruh
S 	 to Dacca to discuss th fia reot~forat, colusos and
 
interpretation., The princpeivsiarwl b-sonbefr

preparing4 and' publishing' th finalreporto; The .pubiicaioi-will give
appropriate' recognition to al3. organizations and 'Persons who Ihavecontributed'to4 the development and implementation of this proje ~ ~ 

Survey DesignK. 4. 
44 

Introduction",4 
4 Wj:~4* + 

The moat important part of~this jatudy will be the selection, training~ .
H 	 and motivation of the In.eriewers, Each interview yill have to'allow
for open-ended answers 'regarding the attitudes and practices of Imams to
fertility control. Thus,-. each interviewer should'bel prepared to hav~e
discussions with the 'respondents, approach4 the subjectof fert~ility control..
at just the right moment within 'the context of other questions on rural
and economic development, and be prpae toitrpe 	
,
 he answer of. 

. 

the respondent inan objective mannier after the interview.,4 Inmost, if...~not all, cases 'it may not be possible to'record; (on the interview, form)K><'
any information 'other than basic demographic Idata during the actual:_interview. This means 	that -eachinterviewer will have' to memorize all
sections of the questionnaire and be prepared' to recall answersimmediately after the 	interview and transcribe them onto the prepared.questionnaire. Each interview may take more than 1 ho~urand maybe~the. 
sum of 	several sessions with the Imiam, Thus, each completed 'interview .form.should represent the objective' improsions of' the interviewer gained ~' 
after lengthy, in-depth personal discussions with the respondent, This
format closely parallel1s the methods used by medical anthropologists 'to .collect data.
 

Selectionof Interviewers
 

Interviewers ushould 	 be selected by the D.C. after discussions with theproject 'consultant, Each interviewer~should be a male 	 educated in the 4social&sciences at a Bangladesh' collago/universityo have come from a.,rural area, anid have some educational kn~owledge of the Koran. The mostimportant criteria for selection of the Interviewers would .be their.... .......ability to have a discussion with an" Imam and then record the results
objectively in Bengali# Some previous experience in doing open-ended.
44 444 survey# would be every helpful. The interviewor should have an interest. .In the' outcome of the 	study and may even derive some academic benefit 

4 4from it,e.g., part of a thesis, dissertation, or soiLeal science project. 

http:will:.be


Eah r hud dal:Cm 4wl~ on4 cte 
toth poetand acivl'prt pate in designing hefia 

rai ngff
of-~Interviewers 

I line with other epidemi4Q1Q1c~ studies~, this aspet wil be ms 

will be required t meorize most~ the queionire~ and particpt
ina num1 i setting. Duing the pilotstudy

the DQC..ompanyt0 	 at interview in ..n. t 	 +irview......... 
to acrtin'is1 bitQncnversing withV Imas., The interviewer must

K2 have a'working,,n~ld o th Koran and~Hadith and-must knw thesyig
 

Aseraimet fthe "tra$ning44programj will be~ through a questionnaire 44~ 
for~teitriwr to bd4ainswered, duin the liast sesuions 'as well< 

Timetable %4'.44 	 ' 

The ideal time to conduct fild surveys4 in4 ingladesh is bte. October
and I4arch. ,,At this time both tethe hGaIi anidthe ioad conditions < 4 

8 -a-9 imlte-iteve -	 or- the-++- D i Ci-7 +.+a-Iam +below reflects this 'p ima.tlxdnj: 	 4.744/«4~4 ~4-

October 198O:~. Pretesting of qustionnairap training of D*Cols,<>'4> ,, 
''interviewers. ~ ~ ~ W~IW ~ 

November-December ,1980: Field work and..beinning of tabulations. 

January 1981; Data"anlyi and.444. wihdicsin 	 .C
 

February 19831; Submission of final district report and central ~ f 
4 analysis.,
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Budget 

1) 

ii) 

iii) 

iv) 

Personnel 

Travel & Per Diem 

Sulpplici & Prvtiting 

Adinisn|trativ' Cost 

Tk. 1,00,000 

60,000 

45,000 

20,000 

Tk. 2,25,000 

(U.S. $15,000) 



INS"ITTVB OP STATI.TiCAL RESBARCH AND TgANINO 
(I.S.R.T.) 

Ut, rWf40JMT 	 Utcwmn or D~wmLU
11 	 -- Saum = Aw~nuz 
~~ 	 DACt.2 RAHGLAM 

April 12, 1980 

To Whom It May Concern 

This Institute will be glad to conduct a Study on Attitudee 

of Imamn to-WEu-dB Fmily Planning if Financial Support is 

availabl5 thr~ough normal prcedures.. 

M. 	Obaidullah 
Director 



Minutes of"the tnotin of the Technioa.l Sub-Committee of Baznladea 
Fertility Researc Programme. 

A moeting of +ho Technical Sub-Committee of Dangladwb Fertility 
Research Programme (BFRP) was onhold 11 April 1980 at 2100 P.M. in tho 
chamber of the Director, BTIRP. 

The following members were present, 

1. Prof. Syoda 7r oza Begum 

2. Prof. Suralya Jabean 

3. D . Atiqur ]aha.n Khan
 

4, Dr. Julian Gold
 

5. Fern Cold
 

The Committee discussed the project proposal 
on "Immaa Study" and 
endorsed the basic objectivos of the propood study. 
It was rooommended
 

for requesting IFRP to provide necossary ei,-port initially, and if 
necessary, 3rARP may be requested after due approval of the Chairman. 

sd/
(Prof. Syo, .,, roza Bogu)

Ch adr.mn 
Technical Sub-Commlttee 

it. 

12 Apr1l 1980
 

Copy forwardud for favour of Information an( noc a7ry action too 

Dltroctor
 
Ba~ladc... Fortillty 110amroh PivgnuuelaccA
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DueS to thS *ry Qf Al1abh ware at the doro sai easac 

Ijtis high time* that weevaut~ thpe esons for the downall of the Moli 

At4th pimar tag o~flQivestigation itis found that we are divided 
into ~2 grops--one gru eiiu u without any~work and ~the other ~ 

Sgroup with workbut without eiin narslmn ~md iml 
have been creatdd; there have been conflicts: of opinions and always commUon 

Speople srw thevyct~m* of these conlicts, 

~f~2; Religiou ,people without anyv work sholdealize that they';cannot live 
Saloof from the earthly affairs being phyuically present in theearth and 7 

for survival' they have to work. Weko ht Prophet Ifohairmed and his 4 
' disciples worked hard for their survival but we are still forgetful about <'V 4 

our wok. 

77To do away with idleness, we have to utilize God gifted brain, manpower, w-~
*land and water, and we must~live-a hoetlf through work. It de o 

S matter whether you call this self-reliance, social welfare, or integrated 
1 ~development. The important thin& Isthat ithas been repeatedly mentioned77 ~1 

' 

- , In the Koran about this. 'Respected Alms (ieligious pundit.) are aware of this, 

Relitionloss materialists shwuld realize that the sovereignty of a countr >wr 
Acannot be kept intact without a trained, disciplined army;'samilarly, ~~''~V"' 

without knowledge about religion the value of a person or'a nation
 

~' becomes usania~leoss* Without proper eIvaluation of human values, personal
 

and national lifelboctines undisciplined, dangerous, and cursed. We do not 
 .2 

have to go for to s* this# 
, 



materialist gru w4Phaive to evaluate'our #ry actviy a5QQrdin&to the-

For an~ example, thuad f eiiu meetings are not mak~ing anysinfct 

4;effect b~ecause the men as prescribed by' the holy Koran are not paticedj 

or tol sicrl.Beifadpractice are not coordinated. Prcieis 

>> not right without belief and belief to useless withu practice,. 

2. A mosque to the place of Ala n otof powrof the Muslim 

society. There are about 100,000 mosques in rural areas 'ofBanglaesh2> 

a-d most of them are neglected. The Imamof every mosque spends on an > 

~<averags only 2 hours a,,day for leading the prayers. He gets a small A> ~
 

amount renuineration. Religious ceremonies are held in the houses instead
 

>-ofU3 being hold In the mosque. Amosque usi y'remains unutilixod for 
most of the time., In most cases it raaain4 dirty. In some mosques then 

7Koran ts taught In the morning but Bengall-and'arithmatic are not taught.
 

The whole Muslim society is weak and leaderless because of the inactvt
 

of the mosque and the negligence towards the Imam. Reluctance towards A> 
 > 

and are also told by the Almmn that, mosques' are not~only for prayers# J> ''>'' 

3, Education and soc ial welfare activities were also held there. Wner these 

circumstances the Islamic Foundation has undertaken the project for training 

teIs=# so a first attinpt In the modern Muislim wrld. Lhder thiprjc 

3, the Imams are traine-d for the reconstruction of the Muslim society according 

to the Loa and the------ loS it this prcia agricuture c"* -
lveltabespodution trs plntigo tshtto asseuation$ hetan
 

enviromsent, first aids$ food and food habit, nutrtion, etc. are also taught, 

2 



projct.A taine Immwll not only lead the prayer but also teach
 

hi1s follorwe about wrdly affars Thia way he wil Sve a now leadership
 

and the will hepteBnlds govoneti thi Qitegrated deveo1pment
 

3,EucaionThe t1.rst Ayat of the Koran whichi came from God mentions 
-per 0r 

abouteduction.Propet Mhammed said that education is compulsory for 
~~every man~and woman. H~e also Instructed to go to Chine ifnecesary for~ 

~i4~K~of the population of Bmngladesh are Illiterate which means they~are
 

deprived of a precious religious'duty. It to*really a pity for a country i
 

where thousands religious ueatings are hold for loe Important' things .
 

The Imams can work for mosquebased mass It will also be less 4W1V+j+education. i' 
expensive. Boma training and instruments are lonly neeaded. The 3aladesh 

< 'mosqu socity has recently published a book on religous thinking for" 
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jtu~oa uoct a *ilna 

the foloer to keep their houes clean nFrdy (Congregation 

b, Planting trenertemsust okatrtmadt 

co~~tOpeinfirs aid contra at tosue 
d._Avsn__ti rors ilnaveyaiupip aprk u 9,106)1lie 

informing'"about poultry, veeiay isig t. 

so" opening kindergartens in the mosque and teaching. chldren Bengali. 

along with Arabic; 

f. R~equiring people tc hold religious functions Intemsu 

~>~>',,-, 

44 4-

4- 4 

>4 

4mrec 

4". '4' 

, '-I." a register for the. followeria and solving their problems"'

through discussion;'. 

' h. Preparing a report about the above activities and send a copy of ----

~itto the Islamic Foundation; and 44.4'45 

i.' Repor4buspca acivmeto basts*AI*1that i 

can be circulated through sass media, ' - ,~ 

4-

F ' 


