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This project is consisten.t with TA/AGR/ESP's study of the problems 
of small farmers and it 1S closely associated with the study of 
technical cll ng,e in agriculture and i.ts effects on the level of 
(!mployment an . thl:! distribution of income, especially the incomes 
of the rural poor. 

RO I1AP has supported regionwide general marketing studies of basic 
fOJd crops and non 'traditional products through SIECA, and an ex­
pe~t marketing technical assistance program through lCA ~I and 
SIECA. The basic gra : ns study was utilized by the C.A. Ministers 
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of Agriculture as background analysis upon which a ~egionwi~e de­
cision was made to become s~lf-sufficient in basic grains b1 
1980. The n~n traditional p oduct study identified fiv~ h~gh prof­
it production pportunities - tomato chile peppers, peanuts, pi 
8ppl~ nd yucca - that can be produced on small f rms. The CATIEI 
ROCAP cropping systems rese t.' ':' h will be focused on the development 
of i~proved cropping systems, combining ne o~ more basic food crops 
with one or more non traditional products into reliable high profit 
technological packages adapted locally specifically for use by large 
numbers of small farm operators. The requested marketing specialist 
would be involved with the marketing problems associated with these 
crops in 10 aI, r gional and export markets. 

The market specialist will work on methodologies and analyses of 
marketing situations at CATIE and in a nearby test area of small 
farms. . He will also be expected to conduct sturlies in three or 
more of the five Central American countries where CATIE will as­
si s t national researchers conduct cropping system field trials 
und er different ecological, production and infrastructure situ­
ations on small farms. 

Anoth e r output of this project wit] be a research report sum­
II I(1l : ~. i, )~ L:), .. IIIl_t;l uJ L, :Vb· \.; ~ cl(. ·.. (. l ~ p ..:. c! by ~ t'1 -: i ::1: c .G t:;;n tC':"' :,.,,~~~~ 

lite proj ec t. Th is r eport will be useful to TAB in its efforts 
lo und erstand the small farmer's mark ting situation and approa­
ch es to the sol ut ion of his probl ems as a means of as~isting him 
significantly increase his income. 

Eight een t e chni c i an month s of servic es are involved in the project 
at an estimated cost of $96,450. 

Recommendation: That you approve the attached project roposal. 

APprOye~~ 
Disapproved 

----~----~----------

Date ~1:2bt2b. 
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