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Recommendation:
 

This Project Paper provides continuing funding for a resources
 

agreement with the National Library of Medicine, Department of Health,
 

Education and Welfare (NLM). A discussion of the need for, and the
 

purpose served by the resource provided and other information that
 

describes the arrangement between AID and NLM follows as required by
 

TAB program guidance 76-1.
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PROJECT APPRAISAL REPORT (PAR)
 

As part of the review noted on page one, all USAID Missions were
 

queried for their advice as to the importance and effectiveness of ser

vices available from The National Library of Medicine and their antici

pated usage of the library in the next few years.
 

A sampling of missions responses follows:
 

a. USAID/ ......... NLM services available to USAID Missions
 

appears to contain several elements which cound aid in strengthening
 

local national scientific documentation centers.
 

b. USAID/San Jose ......... information provided in ref. circ. re.
 

services available to missions and medical institutions in AID countries
 

extremely helpful.
 

c. USAID/ISLAMBAD .......... please send catalogue of available films
 

d. USAID/KATHMANDU
........ USAID has contacted relevant institutions
 

and met with substantial enthusiasm regarding utilization of services
 

available through the NLM.
 

e. USAID/SANTO DOMINGO ........... pleased to learn of the new agree

ment with the Nl1' to provide services to AID Missions and local institu

tions. This relationship is certain to prove extremely useful
.........
 

Based on these commentaries and on our on-going survey of utilization
 

of the library, we have concludcd that the project serves an extremely
 

important function in the Agency's execution of the Health Mandate.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE
 

FIELD SUPPORT SERVICES
 

1. 	Contribution of the proposed extension of the NLM/RSSA in context of
 

the Key Problem Areas identified for agency health activity.
 

The National Library of Medicine of the Department of Health, Educa

tion and Welfare (DHEW) has provided international services to assist
 

It provides
national health sectors in LDC's for over twenty years. 


technical support to all of the AID key problem areas in health, nutrition
 

and family planning. In July 1973, TA/H assumed management of the acti

vity. Previously, the PASA/Contract Office monitored the contract with
 

DHEW/NLM for the agency. Under a Resources Support Services Agreement
 

(RSSA), the National Library of Medicine, provides services to AID/W, 

AID Missions, LDC medical institutions such as hospitals, schools and li

braries, in addition to individual health specialists in AID assisted 

countries. The National Library of Medicine is a research institution 

concerned with health and medical communications. Services available 

under the AID/NLM agreement are: (1) interlibrary loans (photocopies of 

research articles); (2) reference services, demand searches systems; (3) 

subscriptions to some of the library's publications. A brief descrip

tion 	of each of these follows:
 

A. 	Interlibrary loan and loan services:
 

Photocopies of articles appearing in a medical periodical may
 

be obtained through the interlibrary loan servicei Requests
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are sent through the local cooperating country library to Inter

library Loan, National Library of Medicine.
 

B. 
Searches on medical subjects:
 

The NLM responds to reference searches on specific requests from
 
LDC libraries. 
These inquiries usually originate with LDC physi
cians or 
other interested health personnel through the USAID Mis
sions or 
LDC libraries associated with the NLM. 
Imediate action
 
is taken by the References Service Division, NLM upon receipt of
 

such requests.
 

C. Subscriptions to NLM publications:
 

The National Library of Medicine makes available to AID limited
 

number of subscriptions to INDEX MEDICUS, (the monthly biblio
graphy of the world's biomedical literature). 
 These publications
 

are excellent for improving the bibliographic capabilities of medi

cal libraries in participating countries.
 

D. 
Other Services:
 

In addition to the above services, two others are now available.
 
AID/W finances globally over 300 subscriptions to the NLM publi
cations, ABRIDGED INDEX MEDICUS. 
Each monthly issue contains cita
tions from 100 English-language journals designed to afford rapid
 
access to selected biomedical journal literature of immediate in
terest to the individual practiLioner and libraries of small hos
pitals and clinics. 
 This should not be confused with the INDEX
 
MEDICUS, another monthly published by NLM, which is 
a bibliogra

phic listings of references. 
Although not advertised until 1975,
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arraclgements have been made for film loans from the National Medi

cal Audiovisual Center (a branch of the NLM located in Atlanta,
 

Georgia). 
 Last year over 70% of the requests from LDCs were for
 

atidiovisual materials.
 

The services rendered by the National Library of Medicine (NLM)
 

provides assistance to all health projects. 
The number of coun

tries served and the services provided depend upon field requests.
 

During the past year, the largest number of actions taken on be

half of AID were in the field of environmental health. It is
 

expected this may change as the demand alters.
 

Recent requests for subject matter have covered all elements of
 

health  both research and practice - including nutrition and pop

ulation. 
Family planning subjectsinclude oral contraceptives/
 

amenorrhea, cervical neoplasms, birth control, thrombembolism and
 

anti-fertility drugs. Information searches and reference requests
 

covered such subjects as tropical malnutrition/malabsorption, 
serum
 

lipids in malnutrition, parasitic disease, rural health, teaching
 

pediatrics/maternal 
 care, and aortic valve transplants.
 

The National Library of Medidine is unique in its scope of coverage
 

and activities. It is unlikely that AID could find another resource
 

which would be able to respond in a similar effective and economi

cal manner. 
The scope of the NLM is biomedicine, which covers the
 

basic biological sciences, health planning, and the delivery of
 

health care.
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3. Services to Date:
 

Services provided by NLM during FY 73, 74, and 75 are covered in
 

Appendixes A, B, and C.
 

4. Evaluation of Services:
 

The most recent evaluation of the project was September 4, 1974.
 

It was termed a utilization or special evaluation review and was attended by
 

the regional bureau health representatives.
 

Both the annual review and the evaluation panels recommended that
 

the missions be brought up to date on all services provided by the NLM.
 

This resulted in an airgram being dispatched to the missions last July
 

in which we outlined all services available and solicited their advice
 

on the effectiveness of past services. The increase in LDC and mission
 

use of NLM services, as a result of the airgram was 
immediately noticeable.
 

The increase has been both in numerically and geographical coverage with
 

approximately 21,000 requests received in FY 75, an increase of 2500 over
 

FY 73.
 

5. Expected Trends:
 

The agency health program has been increasing very rapidly in
 

large part due to the congressional mandate which places emphasis on health,
 

nuttition and population services for the poor majority. 
This has bought
 

about a large increase in the number of 
service requests to the NLM. It
 

is anticipated that the demand will continue to rise during the next three
 

years.
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Recent interest by the United Nations, and 
the World Health Or
ganization is focusing on national and regional information resources.
 
This has been due primarily to an increased awareness of the importance
 
of biomedical data as it relates to general medical education and delivery
 

of health care.
 

6. Alternative Sources:
 

It would be impossible to duplicate or 
even locate a source in the
 
United States that could provide the many professional library services avail
able through this contract. 
The NLM is the only library of its type in the
 
country. 
This is truly a unique and economical resource. 
AID provides funds
 
for only a portion of the actual cost for these services. The NaI provides
 
any necessary funding not programmed by AID in the RSSA from their contin
gency budget. 
 There is no other resource available to furnish the full range
 

of services that NLM can provide.
 



AP PENDIX A 

FY 1973 CL!LATIVE REPORT OF SEL;V:L .,) D AID UNcDER TCQR BUD(ET 

1. Period Covered: July 1, 1972 to June 30, 1973
 
2. Name of Reporting Unit: National Library of Medicine
 

= 
3. TCQR Supported Positions: Number filled = 3, Vacant 0.
 
4. Services to AID during the year by TCQR support personel :
 

INTERLIBRARY REFERENCE MEDLINE INDEX M!ED ICUS AEBIDGED UMIOVISUAL 
FAR EAST LOANS SERVICES SEARCHES SUBSCRI'T!i1.S INDEX MEDICUS LOAN:S 
KOREA 352 7 
THAILAND 273 1 13 3 1 
OTHERS 135 1 1 6 

LATIN 2.ERICA 
BRAZIL 2601 8 83 1 7 2
 
CHILE 535 1
 
COLOMBIA 601 1 7
 
COSTA RICA 369
 
PERU 3741 3 1
 
OTHERS 1449 2 14 5 10
 

NEAR EAST
 
INDIA 1411 12 108 5
 
TURKEY 5732 160 2
 
OTHERS 344 2 10 8 1
 

AFRICA 404 6 23 5 3 2 

TOTAL 17,947 36 420 32 28 9
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APPENDIX B 

FY 1974 C""LATIVE EPOT-IT OF S!:v-,'ICZS P:.O,':), TO . u:. RS-'A 1!).;LT 
Period Covered: July 1,197 to June 3U, 1974 . ... .
 
Name of Reporting Unit: National Library of Medicine
 
RSSA Supported Positions: Number filled = 3, Vacant = 0.
 
Scrvices to AID during this year by RSSA support personnel:
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B U D G E T 

A. PERSONNEL GRADE FY 76 FY 77 FY 78 

Tech. info. spec. CS 12 $ 22,616 $ 24,552 $ 26,490 

Lib. info. spec. GS 9 14,829 16,060 17,400 

Lib. tech. spec. GS 7 12,886 13,950 15,100 
$ 50,331 $ 54,562 $ 58,990 

Benefits for above 
Personnel Total 

@ 8.5% 41283 
$ 54,614 $ 

4,638 
59,200 

5.100 
$ 64,000 

B. CO 10DITIES 

Printing and reproduction $ 13,000 $ 13,700 $ 14,400 

Computer time, etc. 4 5,00 51400 

$ 17,386 $ 18,800 $ 19,800 

*TOTAL BUDGET $ 72,000 $ 78,000 $ 83,800 

* Funded by TA/H 
Funded by PHA/POP 

$ 56,000 
$ 16,000 

$ 65,000 
$ 13,000 

$ 69,800 
$ 14,000 
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*AFR 15 Under a-centrally funded Resource -Support-Service Agreement' ,(RSSAY' acr-tvlyI 
S.IDC the National Library.of Medicine,: Public Health Service, DHEW provides ser-,,,:. 
•,PPC..<. 
 vices to AID/W, AID Missions, and medical institutions and individualsinAID;,

NESA 15 countries. The National Library of Medicine is a research'insLitution con.A;,


': EAB10 erned with bio-medical conmunications... Services available underthe AID/N 
LA 15 agreement are: 1) interlibrary loans (photocopies'ofresearch.artcles);.52).'.:
 
DM : reference services, demand searches performed on the':computer-based informa"WI

C, tion storage and retrieval ,syotem; 3). subsqriptions to. some .of,the library's.s'

CNESA'.' publications. A brief description of.each 'of these:'services.follows:,,
 

INTERLIBRARYLOAN AND <..CEA I .v,.ERVICE ,.... 1 

,~'PERS:I,.":i A photocopy of an article in a medcal o 

p)PP the interlibrary loan"service, .All requests should be sentthroughaloca,1 8 EAB ' cooperating country library to Interlibrary.Loan,. National Library-of Medicine,
"A RIC. 8600 Rockville Pike, Bethesda,-Maryland, 20014. Office of Health, AID/WI'COM ~. stocks interlibrary loan request forms and will send addressee forms

['HEW " . ifrequested. .Where no-instltution or library isavailable, requests..
' ....; . - can,be made more direct.s . . " "
.CHORN ,; 4 . 

'
 . 2 6- E Il. .ERCHES ON MEDICAL"'SUmJCTS .- .; ' 

The National Library'of Medicine will supply brief reference'searchesatoi
 
supply local library resources, Send reference inquiries directly to ReflY;" 
erence Services Divisiorl p ational Library of Medicine, and referto theS,, 
NLM/AID agreement in correspondence.. , .. ' 

* ,, *."', .. 1 . . .. -, . .,'- .. -5 A , t 4 

. .. . . . .. ,.<• . ~~~.. . '.......... .,,,..,>.... .
 

PHONE NO. DATE APP"O By: -,"OFFICE 

~ A Worth'~nn TA/H Tk/H 5006 7/2 /'75 A/t Jae'.Iana'MDieo00nP IINC
All) AN'II 0 . F.A. 

0/ * ,*..1... . 9o 6 - 1 1 S 
T/NiJG~e~I ~ , L/DiN~a~kr 
.l" .AIM'" ~ 

iD!;.lC- '. !iow iLUkstM hn EA/TD:iincksoliib~ 

*;' N" :%-N5A/ECIi4Wbio_2_,JICI SSI~b.-. aLAL. " / a .Nw - ..PHA/POP-:RBack~und~j 

http:photocopies'ofresearch.artcles);.52
http:Library.of


FA~i ('IRAM: DEFAirTMET OF STATE: Ai M 
CO0NTI'NUATION 
POST NO. CLASSIFICATION PAGE SkrIDTo"'CTRCIII'AR A '4UP F .. ' .ji* " 

", 3 ',""' "CSSI 
4 4;i, '_ 

Anew catalog of availabl1e films wil 1be sent! to,;the Mssoin : 

.request. However,. it would assist AID/Washington -if'the Missions ;
"would indicate immediately theirinterest in the use ofaudiovisual
 
materials for research, teachingsand practice; the subject areas;'

'institutions wishing to use audiovisual :techniques.,"Thisnf aoirll ..*enable ID/Washington, to determine :the overall 'program interest ; 
'and ib develop direct arrangements between the Mission=and-NMAC. 

The'Nastional ibrary 6f Medfcine"ill':be':able-to,prbvide,.5'ttet.
 
assistance to-the fieldif the Missions would notify.,in-country:!',,
 
*institutions of the services, offered by',the .NLM and also identify,'\
 
,to,,AID/W or directly to the NLM those ,ii-country institutons.where',.
 
the information can be best utilized."
 

.Incidentally, .:a thorough review of the:RSSA Will be- conducted'"prior:" 
to the end of the calendar year.. Therefore, it would be appreciated
-if,.,the Missions would inform the Office of Health, Technical'Assist-,
 
ance Bureau, AID/W as to the importance ;and effectiveness of ithis.:1j
 
service in past and if possible,;the level-oftservice anticipated-in
 
.the,next. two years. IN&ERSOLR 

d~1'/2 

*UNCIASSIF TE ' . 

cLAN8IPICATON"" 
i 
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III. SUBSCRIPTIONS TO NLM PUBLICATIONS 
The National Library of Medicine will make availableto AID a 'limited'


number of subsqrfpftns to INDEX MEDICUS, (the monthly bibliography of. the
world's biomedicil literature). 
 Please furnish complete address of the

institution which can use these publications for improving the bibliographic capabilities of medical libraries in participating countries.
 

IV. NEW SERVICE
 

ones 
are now available. 

In addition to the services which have been provided, two additional
AID/W will make available globally about 300


subscriptions to the NLM publications , ABRIDGED INDEX MEDICUS (AIM).
Each monthly issue contain 
'citations from 100 Eng,yish-language journals
from MEDLARS and is designed to meet the needs of the individual practitioner and libraries of small hospitals and clinics. 
AID Missions
should advise AID/Washington immediately of the institutions which could

benefit from receiving this publication which provided rapid access to
 
the biomedical literature. 
Complete institutional addresses should be
submitted.
 

Audiovisual Center (NMAC). 


Arrangements have been made for film loans from the National'Medical
The Center is that part of the library con
cerned with the acquisition and .distribution of audiovisual materials.
The Center has a number of motion picture films which can be loaned to
 
AID Missions and to developing country institutions. 
 For example, there

are films which have been used by genpral audiences
Environmental Health (Air Pollution, Food and Milk, Sanitation, Waste
 

which cover
 
Disposal, Water Supply arid iollution Control); 
 Vector Control (Mosqui.
 

o 


toes, Rats, others such asFlies, Cockroaches Ticks). 
 There are also

films developed for medical audiences on Bacteriological Parasitic
Diseases (Leprosy, V.D., 
Intestinal Hookworm, Malarial, 
Schistosomiasiss
Cholera); Microbiology (Laboratory, Equipment and Safbty, Techniques
such as collecting specimens, preparing smearsstainingsetc.);

Virology (Rabies and others such aslEnchepaltssInfluenza, Smallpox,
Typhus).
 

AI,.,.SA (0.e,) UNCLASS "IED 
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