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AFGHAN LEGl\L TRAINING PROGRAM AID/CH/ASIA-C-73-32 

THIRD GROUP or PARTICIPA.t~TS 3p· 

REPORT ON TIJE SliDSTA..l\!TIVE ASPECTS or 'J;I:IE PTI.OGrv\M FOR TllE PERIOD 

June 1975 - December 1975 

This report covers the introductory intensive English language training 

progrc~ at Georgetown University June to August 1975~ the Orientation i·n tt 

U.S. Legal System at the Georgeto'm University Law Center in August 1975 and 

the first semester of study nt the George Washington University National Law 

Center, August 25 to Dcce1~·1her 3,1975 as \vell as the Christmas vacation Se:nir 

for the thir<l group of participants. 

There are nine participants in the third group. Two are professors in ti 

Faculty of Islarr:.ic Law, one is a professor in the faculty of Law and Politic;: 

Science and the rest are judges, prosecutors or administrators in the Ninist1 

of Justi:c. A list of t~c p~rticipants follows: 

A7,IZ, Abdul: Prof~ssor, Faculty of Islamic Law, Kabul University 
EMA.~1, Anisa: Pro:~ccutor, Ministry of justice, Knbul 
FAZI:L, Fa2el Rah:n:;n: Prosecutor, Ministry of Justice, Kabul 
l\uRSAI, Dr. Ata :-Johar.uneci: Professor, Faculty of Law and Political Scienc 

Kabul Unh·ersi ty 
RAIB-L\NI, Najibullah: Director , Foreign Relations Department of the 

Judiciary, Ministry of Justice, Kabul 
RASHID, Abdul Rcsheed: President of Secretariat, Department of the 

BtST AVAILABLE COPY Judiciary, Ninistry of Justice, Kabul 
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ROSTAIY, Mohammed l!ossein: Public Prosecutor, Pannm Province 
YOUSOFI, .Abdul Jalil: Professor, Faculty of Islamic Law ,l~abul Universit: 

YOUSOFY, Sayed Karim: Legislative Department, Hin is try of Justice, Kabu. 

THE GEORGETO'.m P~OGP-.t\M 

The intensive language program at Georgetown University was useful,· but 

most of the members of the group did not seem to 1Hive profittecl very markedl: 

from the two months of intensive language training and the accompanying 

training in legal terminolo8Y· This seems to have been due not so much to th 

quality of instruction, which is considered good, but to the clnss schedules 

of Georgetown and distance f ~·om GWU not aliowing time for the particip.:mts 

to estaliJish regular interaction with the progr.::t.'1\ office. As a result, th .. ey 
came to our office relativ~ly rnrely and did not l1avc the general guidance 
that is particularly needed during the enrly part of their stay here. We 

were not able to make lmy rer;ular comparative j udgemcnts on their English 

improvement until the fnll semester began. It was apparent then that additio 

steps had to b<.~ taken to strengthen ·their English and provide closer guidanc 

Interaction with the GW Law School from the beginning is also desirab 
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TI1e Georgetown Law Center orientation course wRs brief and concentrated and, 

as pointed out in earlier reports, details are hard to grasp for the particip 

For these reasons, we have decided, af tcr discuss ion within the Universi 

and with /I., I. D. Washington, to put the /l.fgh<in participants of the fourth grou 

into a spccic1l intensi·Je English language program at the George Washington 

University. A program of legal English and of orientation in the American 

legal system, specially tailored ~o the needs of the participants, will 

accompany the language training. George Washington University now has a 

special department of English for foreign students and the needs of the 

Afghan participants can therefore be met easily. One of ~J1e professucs who 

has worked witl1 the first three groups will handle the legal orientation. 

THE PROGRAM OF THE FIRST SEMESTER 

As pointed out in previous reports, the fall semester is a period of 

adjustment on tlie part of the participants to instruction in English and to 

the Socratic method. 111e course load therefore has to be light. The participc: 

took only one regular course, most of them Criminal Law an~ Procedure, some 

Torts. The regular courses were accompanied, as in the past, by special 

seminars. In addition, all participants attended a special seminar 0:1 Law 

Reform in the Middle East given by the Project Coordinator. The special 

seminar on legnl resea:cch and writing was started for the third group in the 

fall semester 1975 and continued during the spri~~semester 1976, thereby 

givi;1g th~ tr.:!_:!."d group ea-::-ly e::perience with _L\meric2n resrc;:irch r.1Pthor1s and 

tools. Continued special English instruction 1·;ill be dealt witt-, beloP. 

Because of his interest and experience in public administration, Dr. 

Nursai asked ttat a program be arranged for him which stressed that fiel1. 

Accordingly, Dr. Nursai attended a course and a seminar in t11e Public Adnin

istration Department. TI1e course was a general introductory graduate course, 

the seminar dealt with the a~ministrative problems of developing countries. 

Dr. Nursai also participated in the special seminars on legal research and 

writing and on Law Reform in the Middle East. 

THE PROBLEM OF ENGLISH 

The third group was somewhat more uneven in the knowledge of English th: 

the second group. It ~as therefore decided to continue English instruction m 

a once weekly basis during the fall and spring semesters at least. We were 

able to obt<1in the services of a student at the National Law Center who had 

experience i11 teaching English to foreigners. She emphasizes legal English 

and writing skills both of which the participants need. For this EnBlish 

instruction the participanLs are divided into two groups thus allowing for 

more individual~nstruction. 

THE PROBLEM OF DEPENDENTS 

In contrast to the second group where only ale participant had his wife 

and children join him after his arrival, three of the participants in the 

third group have their families here in Washington. In two instances, the 

families arrived wi.th the participants. While the desire of participants to 

have their wives and children with them is understandable, families do creat 
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problems, particularly if childrC'n are brought here. Baby sitters ore not 
alw;:iys readily obtainable and if the wife works, the participnnt is ofte:-i 
forced to miss classes or semin~rs because someone!has to be home when the 

children return from school. It is strongly suGgested therefore that the 
particip~nts in the fourth group be discouraged from bringing their families, 
If wives do plan to come, they should join their husbands later so as to 
allow for the period of adjustment to our university life to occur without 
the distraction of hous2hunting and the pressure that accompanies this. 

OUT-OF-TOWN SEMINARS DURING CHRISTMAS VACATION 

As in prior years, A.I.D./Washington arranged for the participants to 

attend seminars in various parts of the country. These seminars provLle the 

participants with an opportunity to visit other parts of the country and 
to come into contact with Amcriccns in different sectioris of the United 
States. All participants appreciate these trips and gain a much better 
pcrspectiv2 of ~he size and diversity of the United States. 

CONCLUSIO>lS 

The training program for the third group has benefitted from the 
experience gained with the first and second groups. Consequently a number 
of improvements have been and are being marle. During the reporting period 

·these :improvements included a seminar in legal research and writinG at thE: 
beginning of the p:;:ogr&it·, and co;;.tir.ued ins::.ri.lcti'ln in I:Li.glish ::itl~ C:1:~:~cs:..c 

011 legal te·.LT11inology a1H.l writi11g skills. Overall, the sa::i2 gc:;;.e:c-.::l p&tt:::rn 

has been followed in the academic work as was established with the earlier 
groups since this pattern appears to meet the needs of the participants. 
Wherever possible the participants take Lc\·7 Center courses •·:ith the s.::me 
professors as did the other groups. As a result, a small p.:irt-tit:ie academic 
staff is being built up ( and Bradually enJarged where feasible ) which is 
gaining increasing experience in meeting the special needs of the participan 

Herbert J. Liebesny · 

"'. :' I :. .. : 

~//'"/JU· . :.. .-:,.. L-' '- ~ 

/j 
I (_ ·' . 

I 
,,--... .. '. 

\ . ' 

Project Coordinator 

\ 

\ 

/I ' . <· l .. i , '·. I 


