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ACTION MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR AFRICA 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AFR/DP, Mr. Robert G, Huesmann ~/ 
AFR/RA, E, Dennie Conroy~ M' 
Social Science Research Sub-Project -~vory 

JUN 131975 

Coast 

Problem: To approve a PROP revision for the Social Science Research 
Sub-Project to authorize a research grant to the Government of Ivory 
Coast/Universite d'Abid~dn for use by the Ce:1tre Ivoirien de Re
cherches Economiques st Sociales (C,1.R.E.S.). 

Discussion; The Social Science Research Sub-Project is one of two 
elements undeJ the Economic Development Research Organizations ::?re
ject (the other being the African-American Scholars Council). Its 
goal is to assist African countries to strengthen their capacity to 
conduct policy-oriented social science research by helping African 
universities with close linkages to the Govern ... 1ent to develop their 
competence to carry out such studies. The intention is (a) to enable 
African countries to become less dependent on ~xpatriate research 
talent for their developm&nt needs, and (b) to encourag~ African uni
versities ar:d research institutions to become more responsive to 
development and national planning needs as well as to enrich their 
educational programs through u~9 of the results of local research. 

The PhOP for this project was approved in ~ay 1973, at which time 
the first grant under the project was authorized in the •· 'l\ount of 
$60,000 to the Unive·csity Institute of Technology at th1 University 
of Daka~: to ini tia +,e a program of studies requested by i,ne Govern
ment of Senegal. Ir~ June, 1974, the second grant ( tL. · .. .,e Govern
ment of Kenya/University of Nairobi) 1· .s apprcved. 

The proposed e-rant to the Government of lvor·y Coast, for the benefit 
of the Universite d'Abidjan and its research institute, is the third 
grant under the project and has been under discussion and negotiation 
since it was originally presented to A.I.D. in April, 1973. During 
the ensuing 2 years the Ivoriens have developed their research in
stitute, launched its progr~m, provided for GOIC support and mandate 
of the program, and revised t2eir proposal. In essence, C.I.R.E.S. 
plans that it will, in a period of thn~e years of operation, complete 
five studies on development of rural areas of Ivory Coast, complete 
training (to Ph.D. degree level) of two I vorien researchers in the 
fields of Social Science and Economics, and launch a program of re
search fellowships for in-country training of staff and possible re
cruits. All training is designed to assist in the Ivorization of 



Action Memo for AA/AFR Page 2 

the program of C.I.R.E.S. As indicated in the PROP and the attached 
Ivorien proposal, the GOIC is continuing its emphasis upon develop
ment of the rural areas and plans to utilize the resalts of the five 
studies, as well a$ the research capabilities of C.I.R.E.S., in fu
ture Government programs. 

The $84,500 is the first of three years of funding. The remainder 
will be funded in followjng fiscal years contingent upon positive 
findings of annual evaluations and the availability of funds. All 
provisions cf the attached PROP revis!on are in accordance with ac
tions planned under the original PROP. 

Recommendation: 

That you approve and sign the Ivory Coaut/Universitt d'Abidjan 
activity as set forth in "Revision 4" (attached) of the Social 
Science Research Sub-Project. 

Enclosure: a/s 

llrafted:AFR/RA:D~md16/3/75 
Clearance: AFR/RA, JKraus (draft) 

AFR/DS, JBlumgart I) 
AFR/CWRrnDShear . 
AFR/DP eares_...,._'""' 
DA.A/AFR DSBrown_ 
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NONCAPITAL PROJECT PAPER (PROP) 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS PROJECT 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH SUB-PROJECT 

Ac~ivity: Centre Ivoirien de Recherches Economiques et Sociales (C.I.R.E.S.), 
Faculty of Law and Economics, Universite d'Abidjan, Ivory Coast (multi-donor). 

I, INTRODUCTION 

This revision requests approval of an activity which supports achieve
ment of sub-project goals set forth undl?r "Original," dated April 4, 1973. 

Ever since its inception, C.I.R.E.S. has been restricted in implementa
tion of research activities related to economic and social development 
because of the lack of qualified Ivorien research ~ersonnel and suf
ficient funds. By 1974 C.I.R.E.S. managed t0 commence three research 
studies by supplementing their indigenous personnel and financial re
sources with external donor contributions, But, if C,I,R.E.S. is to 
meet Ivorien needs it must develop its internal capability to carry 
out policy oriented research without outside assistance. 

To assist the Institute to strengthen local research capabilities 
and to provide the Government of the Ivory Coast (GOIC) with practical 
policy oriented social science research, A.I.D. will provide a grant 
to pay for research activities and staff development as set forth 
below: 

II, THE PURPOSE OF THE ACTIVITY 

A. Statement of Purpose: To strengthen and expand research 
capabilities ~t the C.I.R.E.S., Faculty of Law and Economics, Uni
versite d'Abidjan, Ivory Coast, and to provide the GOIC with policy 
oriented social science research findiPgs on various development re
lated problems. 

B. Conditions Expected at the End of the Activity: Additional 
personnel will have been trained in applied research techniques at 
C.I.R.E.S., Universit~ d'Abidjan, The results of five policy oriented 
social science research projects will have been made av~ilable to the 
GOIC and toe University will have an increased capability to train 
needed researchers, 

C. Means of Verificatio1~: A progress report describing status 
of all aspects of tbe program will be produced annua.lly, and will be 
followed by meetings bet\o;een rE~presentatives from A.I.D., the Uni
versite d'Abidjan, and the GOIC to assess results and chart appro
priate future courses of act.ion. 



D. Basic Assumptions~ That the Universite d'Abidjan and 
the GOIC recognize the importance of improving the quality and 
volume of social science oriented research for use in government 
planning and will devote additional resources toward these ends. 

III. ACTIVITY OUTPUTS 

A. General Statement of the Outputs: Activity purposes will 
be achieved through a mix of interrelated outputs; The planning, 
implementation, and completion of five individual studies in policy 
orientad fields which have been selected jointly by the University 
and the GOIC --- a. Diffusion of Agricultural Technology, b. Economic 
Consequences of Drought in Guinean Sudan, c. Integrated Develop
ment in Central Ivory Coast (Kossou), d. Integrated Development 
in Northern Ivory Coast and e. Agricultural Marketing in Northern 
Ivory Coast. 

Other outputs include the training of indigenous graduate 
re~earchers who will be available for employment after graduation 
at the Universite d'Abidjan or in the GOIC as a part of the Ivorien 
"Africanization" process; the improvement of research capability of 
18 Ivorien staff, the University, and the Institute, 

B. Tabulation of Planned Outputs: 

1. Studies Target 
Name of Study Begin FY Complete FY Number 

a. IntegrateJ Development 76 77 1 
in the Center (Kossou) 

b. Diffusion of Agricultural 76 78 1 
Technology 

c. Economic Consequences of 76 78 1 
Drought in Guinean Sudan 

d. Agricultural Marketing 77 78 1 
in the North 

e. Integrated Development 77 78 1 
in the North 

Total 5 

2 



2. Personnel Trained 

a. New Researchers trained 
through participant 
grants in the U.S, 

b. New Researchers trained 
through Fellowships 
(in research procedures, 
methodology, etc.)* 

c. Ivorien Staff trained in 
research methodology and 
procedures * 

- 4 research assistants 
for three years each 

- 3 fieldwork aides for 
three years each 

d. In-service and 0n-the-job 
training of C.I.R.E.S. 
staff in research 

·- 20 full-time staff and 

- 70 part-time staff 

Target 
Begin FY Complete 

76 78 

76 78 

76 78 

76 78 

76 78 

FY Number 

2 

9 

4 

3 

20 

70 

Graduate 
students 

Graduate 
students 

Graduate 
students 

Students 

3. Means of Verification: An annual review of the research 
work plan will be conducted with the Universite d'Abidjan and the GOIC 
officials to determine whether the research is on schedule and whether 
findings and recommendations have been made available to the GOIC, 

4. Basic Assumptions: That suff:i.cient numbers of qualified 
personnel will be available to train and to conduct the research. 

IV. ACTIVITY INPUTS 

A. ~eneral Statement of the Inputs: Inputs will be provided by 
both A.I.D~ and the GOIC as follows: 

A.I~. - two participant grants to American institutions, 
sixteen research fellowships for new and existing staff, in-service 
and on-the·-job training for full and part-time staff of C. I. R.E. S., 
in-country travel, data processing, some equipment and supplies, and 
library acquisitions. 

* In-country 
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GOIC and the Universit~ d'Abidjan - provision for teach
ing staff, libraries and library acquisitions, research report re
production, office space, furnitu~e and equipment, vehicles, and 
faculty tra.vel within Africa. 

B. Tabulation of Planned Inputs: 

1. A. I. D. FUNDED 

Kind of Input 

Participant Grants 
Research Fellowships * 
Research Fellowships for 

Institute Staff * 
In-Service and On-the-job 

Training of Institute 
Staff (180 man-days/yr.) 

Library Acquisitions, Re
search Materials 

2. IVORY COAST FUNDED 

Kind of Input 

Four Study Directors 

Seventeen Research 
Associates, Assistants 
and Aides 

Staff Travel 

Library Acquisitio~s 

Facilities 

Transportation 

Transportation 

* In-country 

4 

Unit 

Student Yrs. 
Student Yrs. 
Student Yrs. 

Man-Days 

Various 

Unit 

Supervision 

Support 

Pan African 

Res. Mtrls. 

Offices, etc. 

Commercial 

Vehicles 

Year in which used 
FY 76 FY 77 FY~ 

2 2 2 
9 9 9 
7 7 7 

180 180 180 

All years as needed. 

Year in which used 

As needed in all 
years in support of 
training and research 
activities. 

As needed in gather
ing and treating of 
data. 

All years as needed •. 

All years as needed. 

All years as needed. 

As needed. 

Presently owned 
vehicles will be 
utilized as needed. 



J. BUDGET 
In thousands of dollars 

FY 72. FY 76 PY 77 FY 78 Total 

a. A. I.D. FUNDED 

- 2 participants, u.s. 19.5 19.5 19.5 58 • .5 

- 9 new fellowships * 22.5 22.5 22.5 67.5 

- 7 Institute staff * 17.5 17.5 17,5 52,5 
fellowships 

- In-service and on-the- 6.o 6.o 6.o 18.0 
job training of staff 

- Library acquisitions 10.0 10.0 10.0 JO.O 

- Research materials, 4.0 3,0 3,0 10.0 
supplies, equipment 

- Data processing 5.0 5.0 5,0 15.0 

- In-;::ountry travel y 
Total 84.5 83.5 83.5 251.5 

b, GOIC FUNDED 

- University budget(CIRES)22.0 25. 0 25.0 72.0 
teaching staff, li-
braries/acquisitions, 
furniture/equipment. 

- Ministry 0f Scientific 44.0 48.0 50.0 142.0 
Research, printing/ 
reproduction, off ice 
space, vehicles/opera-
tion, staff travel/ 
Africa. 

Total 66.o 73.0 75.0 214.o 

c. SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUNDING 

Fund in~ % 
- The GOIC $214,000 29% 
- A.I.D. 251,500 36% 
- Other Donors 250,000 35% 

~rota.1 $715,500 100% 

y This item is included in s1.ims for the line items above it. 

* In-country 
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V. RATIONALE 

A. The Institutional Foundation of the Project: In March, 
1971, the Government of the Ivory Coast created, by Presidential 
decree 71-lJJ, Article II, a research institute in the Faculty of 
Economics of the Universite d'Abidjan to "complement instruction 
in the Faculty of Economics with activities in social and economics 
research" and" ••. establish close relationships with maximum number 
of private and public organizations in the fields of economic and so
cial science research11

• In 1972 the GOIC mandated to C.I.R.E.S. the 
social and economic research which is shown under the "Outputs" sec
tion of this document and commenced providing financial support for 
it. These conditions provided the basis for the Ford Foundation 
grant of $100,000 to C.I.R.E.S. in FY 1974 to pay for two basic 
studies in economic development and the related staff training. 
The GOIC now considers existing development and conditions to war
rant a more intensive development effort at an early date and has 
requested formally that A.I.D. provide such assistance in FY 1975. 

B. The Need for Development uf the Research Institute: The 
greatest constraint to carrying out policy-oriented social science 
and economic development research in the Ivory Coast is the lack of 
sufficient funds and the lack of sufficient numbers of adequately 
trained indigenous personnel to finance and staff the research i1-
sti tute, Historically, the GOIC has been unable to provide funds 
for development of the Institute and the Institute has, at the same 
time, been unable to respond to needs for research in development
related areas because of the lack of resources, 

Currently C.I.R.E.S. receives its administrative budget 
support from the Universite d'Abidjan and the Ministry of Scientific 
Research. Its Project contracts provide the bulk of its operating 
funds. In addition, it is partially staffed by expatriate person
nel who are provided by the French "Education National", and the 
United States "Fulbright Exchange programs and the 211(d) grant to 
the University of Michigan." Its administrative budget, which also 
includes training expenses, has averaged $47,000 annually. Its pro
ject budget has averaged $35,000 annually, and has produced to date 
5 completed studies for the Ministry of Plan, Ministry of FinE!.nce, 
Ministry of Animal Production, World Bank, and the National Office 
of Rural Promotion. 

The GOIC anticipates that the requested A.I.D. input of 
$251,500 will enable C.I.R.~.s. to achieve its intermediate goal of 
fully indigenous operation plus completion of the five studies listed 
herein by July, 1978. Continued Ivorien d8velopment on that base is 
already planned and should permit C.I.R.E.S. to double its present 
capability and output by July, 1981. 
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The major characteristics of the quantitative development 

described above include the diversification and improved quality of 

the Institute staff as well as increasing the numbers of personnel 

on the staff, making it possible for the institute to be responsive 

to the need for good quality research on policy problems of the GOIC. 
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