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Project Title: Development of institutions of Higher Educattoa
 

Sub-project Title: CSUCA Regional Institutions
 

Project Number: 596-11-660-012.7
 

Activity Title: Legal Textbooks 

Submission Date:
 

U.S. Obligation Span: PY 71 through FY 72
 

Physicnl Impelementation Span: FY 71 through .Y 73
 

Gross life-of-project financial requirements:
 

U.S. dollars ......... . .... . ......... $ 100,5f0.00
 

U.S. owned local currency................
 

Cooperating country cash contribution..... 40,000.00
 
(in 	$ equivalent, current exch. rate) 

Total S 140,50n.00 
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A. Sumary Description
 

The purpose of this project is to assist in the improvement

of legal education in the region by providing severallegal textbooks 
or casebooks to be used in Central American law schools. 
Teaching

Paterials, especially published works which are keyed to the state of
the law in the Central American area, are clearly inadequate in terms
 
f providing students with a comprehensive understanding of existing


',.gal doctrines and jurisprudence. The availability of high-quality
,eaching material applicable to the legal systems in all Central 
ierican countries will improve the quality of legal education

*..troughout the region. 

Until recently, regional cooperation in the area of legal

;Iducation has been virtually non-existent. Conditions are currently

Orpol.tune for the initiation of a legal project which will encourage

T:uci cooperation. The productive results of a legal textbook 
project in Costa Rica has demonstrated the feasibility and desirability
:.-CLhis type of project to the Central American national law schools. 
Co: equently, CSUCA (Superior Council

K 
of Central American Universities)

and the national law school Deans have requested and pledged their 
support to this legal textbook project. If the project is undertaken,

legal casebooks or textbooks will be prepared by five qualified
professors in various fields of law. The respective national law
 
school.Deans will nominate professors and subjects for the proposed

textbooks. Meeting in joint session with CSUCA representatives,

th; D-ris will make final selection of the authors and subject matter&9n: 
 e books. They will also agree to use t@_bo~ ks.n-t.ir
 
respectivQ schools. The subjects of the proposed books will be
 
pertnen-- -oon-going programs or courses in each of theinational law
 
school7-.l 
 ooks produced through this project will be available for
 
purcha.se by public and private institutions and law students in
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Te legal ;education system-throughout Centa A enai 

bae imnl upon; thie use -of. the,, leture mehdaZnd xo:te
 
Wcmaxiaton.This''~prof orwa. methtod of teaching' law. contiuest
 

<stifle-indoepende .0tn gaonte a students.' Techi y

ibW~~hd aKhstandard procedure in U chosi
 

liminted because of a ox~~f'materials. In adiin' most I f,, he4
 
iv bdqe teacing material, does r~~cneirteonl. aass 
 ? 

~~orresearch., 

Whl h uliyo ea education in the, regioni hasr 
not.advace'through tkie use of~moderweducational techniqe 0 te,
 

ned frw1,q dfedlyrsin Central Aeric4- has bez i~
 
ing rapidly. This i.s especially true in regard';Ito the legal
 
reuireents~ of the Central Amrerican integration muovement;._ The
 
existence of a large body of regional integration azid-cooperat";i
 
law, has3 already been precipitated by the expanded cooperaitionv;amoig
 
and between private and puiblic sector institutions. In~pat.
 
future development. of the CACM4 anid its supporting institutions,;will
 
depend on the availability of qualified lawyers in tlhis field 0
 
Other legal areas which are relevant t~o all C.A. countries~, includ
ing coazercial transactions,, negotiable instxuments, land, law:,
 
etc., are also becoming more important.
 

Legal education is one of, the academic areas which ROCAP
 
is seeking to improve through its Developwnt of Institutiois of,
 
Higher Education Project. The overall goal of this project is the 
encpansion and iziprovement of post-secondary institutions to meet 
current aind future humian resource needs of the CIA/P region. Past,, 
present and future project activities stress the development of 
specia'o'ivi regional schools and the strengthening of, universities 
in specilic disciplines. CSUCA and FUPAC (Central American5 
Federtition of Private Uni.versities) are sponsoring ictiv.1 ties:.in 
tki s f j.n 1 ' 

CSVCA was establish~ed to imxoepbi.lgo~dcto
 
in all acnderiic arenis, CSUCA' s integration 'Plbsi, which 0otl ~inesfr
 
its' oprational qoalw.t stresses~ the. interowge of~ professorial ro
source -!3 as all ixportnnt objctiv.~ U7nt nos CSUCAhbas, been:,-

M; C IJ SSIr 
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actpivoiti' S n,,accordance 8W
ueSUClgoald~7 oft mutua 11 i rde edezicy ,aMng4 4hv~.vari±ous -publicjintiuio hihr.;learaing- .Wen 

:~ .secretary of zCSUCA i-currently 'in' ihe'-proces'a'of~ .aimedins p 

* CetralIV t~±itly or individuallyppre 
te~cnp ri en to regiona~l afais Sinecui 

fponsor activities of: this naftre>. Tbx ressCSUC is~h~~ 

the ieeal textboolk projectis a',a.-ural on fo...... t sponsorx and othexwise support., 

'i:-supported ea .undertaken in 1967 to upgrade legaltrainin. The results of the 
project included a el-received casebook of commercial 

~ *A Costa RcnLaw School pro)~c 

law nw
in clas.room. use,, other teaching materials, and several lega l
studies. The project also inresult.d the.beginning ofaam dest' 

S.......... ial law library at the Universiti ofrCosta.Ri.a.and
hd a strong influence on legal research 

has 
at

tle University. Other by-products of the project have been anoticeable change in attitudes at the University on the part of
4 professors and students as to the role of the lawyerin society

and teandhedngatiotem'thldsthe establishmuent of a focal point for more long-t'erm stxeng
thning of th law faculty. In addition, the worth of e CostaIica project was felt throughout the region. In 1969/Law Schoolsagreed to use this new text as a basic teaching document in all the 2la1W fraculties Of the national universities. This project has thuscreated an atmosphere among the Deans which is more receptive to new teaching materials. It also precipitated a recognition of
the need for additional 'quality casebooks keyed to Central American
 
and CACL4 needs.
 

In late 196~9 the Deans of the national law schools aindi 
-

oa Wthed I they would lie-oadminister aproject in each,
of the national law schools similar to Inthat of Costa Rica's.

additiaon Qie very capable Dean of the Costa. Rica Law.School,
Carlos Joue Gutierrez, has .indicate.d his willingness, to serve as
*Director 
 for -such a regional textbook project.,. The sponsoring ofthiis regional project, Wierefore, appears to be an excellent way 

CI SSFII a 
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ono fu to~ he g is ofte prvo kpoJect iad a 0sa 

Ielaw schools.'. 1 , .. , 

This le al project s of interet to othen. Centralicnsets eaN 1: 
n inte ionahllaw relaoedi institutilons.Piate law- schoo 

throughout therorg ion need addti onalqait teachlng ater a 
e ItenationalLegal Cn te in -New York- feel's thituma 

possbleto dvelops lariprojects or utilize thie new teach'i 

quantity of~legal, t~achinj naterials. 

materials elsewhere ia Latin mer ca. nr 

time pasrtily
C.< Strateciv. i ti' e eciviq nedfoleem o t'fechig ma isl 

The :intent of thisproject is to upgrade the quality and 
C-SUCA has already expressed 

its intaerest inicoordinating the project; the Costa Rican lawsho*L 

Dean heas consente to dire theprojectiand the receipt of fOlW 
approval for the proj ect by the five law'schoolDeans is pected 
in tse near future. 

The required human resources to carry ouit the? project 
are available. The law school Deans haveindi~ted that qualified 
professors interested in research and writing? can~ be recruibed,' 
The responsibility fo~r effective implementation oftheproject-will:y., 
rest with a~project DirectorD tentatively the Dean of the\ Costa. 
Rican Law Schoolo The Deans~of the national law, schools' have 
consented to individually nominate and collective1l approve the 
professors and the disciplines of J _tuie.. Subjects: ee 
vant to Central American legal doctrine and jurisprudence are ~to 
receive priority. A special effort will be made~to inrvolve one' 
of the professors in a study of regional integration law, 

CSUCA does not have the authority to plan thie curriculum 
for. the national universities and their respective law.scol', 
Therefore,, it is essential to asure that the law scls.will
accept and use the teaching mIaterialslem i'ating -rom' the projec& 
This project assures such success in severar' interelted4ways.. 
riTsas previously mentionedth Deans of telwshools 'will 

givether coleciveapproval for the 'professors anid txbok 
subjecta before the project is financed.? This? includasa a prior,> 
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at 	 C'i19 UNCA! IE 

y. wil be6" to' s sure, deve Iolament, of ma teil tha tre prtinen 
and 	 ofagi h Lglten"aiy ching ate, is. in Centrl mrica
 

so spase anynew textbooks decidedliupon b te1 cho
tht 

pensil~i n~oubedly be of-'gret le. he liyotes
 

textookswill be, ssured' by,ha i4,tewr o hprfso
 
IreviewedA in,dep'th by'an additional- expert in t field hsepr
I 

will'be'draw fo a law- school other thn,the ,one frou hc
 
author.-proessor comes. Pinanly, since*CSUCA,,will ;be printing
 
the textbooks at its new University Prs fciti t W_? 1"se 
~to inseure~that the bok r oho hgiqai n that they are.~ 
SUsed~throughout the rogion. % A1 

T).:1 Plainned Targrets 	 apvie rlhgh 

The basic objective of this project is t prvd svrlhg
 
qulity legal exbosrcabok fo use in ~the 'regionIis na

tional and private law schools by'h6ed 'o Y17.Ti in
~cludes the' riting, publishing and dtibid fpto five'legal
 
textbooks or casebooks.. Given th~e curet satr ou bished
 
legal tenching ma~terials in~Cenrtal Ameica at-thin1 tim~e,Z the *om
pletion find dissemination of even one of theze'.textbooks. is'felt
 
to be sufficient justification for the project. inhddition' h
 
project should crente i mechan ism uneCUAaspcs hob
 
i'hich additional legal materials, or other teachin materials
 
pertinent to Central America, can be obtained. The long range
 
goal is the iupgrading .bf legal educntion stanidaids~ai* the improve
men~t of legnl services to the region and its people.,
 

7. Course of Action
 

1.. Upon signing a project agreement with POCAP, CSUCA will
 
npiwcint n ruitnbly qualirUieI person as Director of the project.
 

~. The nirector will, as CSUCA's re~resentnitive, ~contact 
ench of the national law school, Dfeans, affirming thd: initiation 
of the project and 'giving expli2cit instructions on~how the pro

-f..esor rid - sbjetnr - are- to- bp riominnted.- - - - -~--- - - - 

slni 3. The indiividua Den ilotc~qaiidpoesr and 
Subitthirnames nnd asynopsis -of toppse projects. E .t e 

Project lirector. Th6'Jea~ns-will the jointly select the authori 
and the textbook. subject for ench lw school.j V 

-. 4 
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4.CSUCA wiill contract ~a -..legal -exetc ptei taeofCnral Anrican law-to orient"t'he ahopofuOra o 
het 

he, procedures and, techniques to be folloedi prearing tZeetxbOoks.~ Preferably,4 this expert wil~ have'-a--r - ,egVConsultant experience. in" Central had 

C'onsultant~will 4be 


Anlei a sP"rviosla 
" eddfra two weeks 

Th- rjctDrco and'-the law school, Deans will closelymnonitor the progress of each professor . Accordn:to'draft>~&Proposals,!submittedb;t&tnaiv rj awrand wor schedl 1'~~, tettvLr1~orke ewi bereuiedco wr iaec Prfesuro assure'that satisfactory 
 Unsatisfacoy
will,jutsis Prges balin m~ae.~or proresswile us Caue,.for~ withholdin- :irj< dent ;assistantswilbe assignedto each~prfso.tchpoea, sexpecto complete the manuscript-within a.'pe'ribd 6f l6'mi46ps. ROCAPI.- ill provide;8O% of the salary for each proiss~ th his uni- &.versity provid ng the remainder. He wil ,1rlaedfo
teaching responsibilitis ari 

i
 
nvriy reiiirem'er3forthuis
0-eriod. 

6. The Project Director will, with the. approval of 'the >1respective law school Deans, contract' legal experts 
to make coin-
prehensive reviews of the completed manuscri ts., 
Onlyhigh' 
->'' 

quality and accurate material will be accepted for'publication
by the Project Director and CSUCA.
 

7, CSUCA's University Press will print about ~3OO
000
of each completed textbook. 
 ROCAP will finance the cost of~-" 
'ie
 

printing materials up to 
3,OOO per book. Free copies of the
books will be distributed to CSUCA and FUPAC affiliated law
schools. 
 The remainder of the copies will be available fo 
 ucae
 
0. Besides most of the professors' salaries, 'ROCAP'fundswill finance the acquisition of'referencru 

U S, the~costs~ of review of the finished manuscripts, ~pi tngmaterials, etc.,The Universities will provide the remainder of the salaies of 
 W
 
the professors and most backu 
assistance. 
 CSUCA' will providei~
 
Project,,U~' pritig fciitisnd erainadinitrtiv spport<for the V 

U 
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