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As nations receiving 
economic assistance 
prosper, they become 

greater marlcets for 
U.S. exports. In 19!11, 

U.S. exports to 
dneloplng countries 
totaled $147 bill/on. 

Evety additional • · 
$1 billion In new 

exports means 20,000 
new American jobs. 
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An Investment in America's Future 

Why is foreign aid in our national interest? 

American interests are best 
served by a stable world in 
which people can improve their 
lives and those of their families. 
The U.S. foreign aid program, by 
fostering freedom and prosper
ity, promotes peace and stabil
ity in the developing world, Cen
tral and Eastern Europe and the 
newly independent countries of 
the former Soviet Union. Stable, 
prosperous countries make 
strong, reliable allies and trad
ing partners. These nations of
ten become eager customers for 
U.S. exports. Economic growth 
stimulates greater exports for 
U.S. businesses ... and, conse
quently, Americanjobs. 

Foreign aid is an investment in 
our future. 

How is U.S. foreign aid used? 

Foreign assistance serves six ba
sic objectives: 

t1 building strong economies 
with prosperous people; 

• improving the individual 
well-being of people through- · 
out the world; 

• supporting the growth of 
democratic governments and 
institutions; 

• encouraging conservation 
and the prudent use of natu
ral resources; 

• contributing to the solution of 
global problems; and, 

• helping victims of natural or 
man-made disasters. 

What is USAID's role? 

The U.S. Agency for Interna
tional Development (USAID) is 
the federal agency that man
ages the U.S. foreign economic 
and humanitarian assistance 
program in more than 100 coun
tries. USAID often works with 
U.S. business and non-profit or
ganizations as partners in devel
opment. Agency employees, 
many of whom are based over-

IJSAID research and funding reduce 
tlJe threat of diseases worldwide. 
Today, IJSAID assistance fights against 
childhood killers such as dehydration 
from dysentery, measles, AIDS and 
hunger. 

seas, work to ensure that U.S. 
aid money is spent prudently 
and honestly and that it reaches 
the people for whom it is in
tended. 

USAID programs range from im
munizing small children in Asia 
against polio to helping subsis
tence farmers in Africa grow 
more food to supplying shelter 
and medicine to hurricane vic
tims in the Caribbean. A major 
thrust ofUSAID's program is to 
help countries build democratic 
governments and encourage pri
vate business and free-market 
economies. 



111roughout the world, IJSAIO programs 
help derelaplng and other aid-recipient 
countries make the transition ta free, 
open sac/et/es. Promoting democracy 
is one of USA/O's primaty objectives. 
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How much do we spend on 
foreign aid? 

In 1992, U.S. foreign economic 
assistance will amount to ap
proximately $7.5 billion, only 
about one-half of 1 percent of 
the total federal budget. 

The returns on America's in
vestment are immense. For ex
ample, of the 50 largest buyers 
of U.S. farm goods, 43 are coun
tries that used to· receive food 
aid from the United States. 

Does foreign aid really help? 

The short answer is ''yes." 
America, through its foreign aid 
program: 

• helped save 20 million people 
in Africa from starvation in 
1985, during one of the worst 
droughts in the history of 
sub-Saharan Africa; and the 
United States now is provid
ing food to more than 30 mil
lion people in 10 southern Af
rican countries who are suf
fering from the continent's 
worst drought this century; 

• helped eradicate smallpox 
throughout the developing 
world; 

• fostered free elections and 
free markets in Central 
America and Eastern Europe; 

• increased literacy rates in 
USAID-assisted countries by 
33 percent; 

• helps developing countries 
prevent children from dying 
in infancy; 

• helps in the global fight 
against AIDS and illegal drug 
production and use; 

• provides 45 percent of all 
the family planning funds in 
the world, enabling some 30 
million couples to practice 
family planning; 

• helps save millions of acres of 
tropical forest, together with 
untold thousands of species 
of rare animals and plants; 

Nepal's national forestry and canserva· 
tlan programs, developed with IJSAIO 
assistance, help the mountain kingdom 
sanr Its trap/cal and temperate forests 
tram destruct/an. 

• creates new markets for U.S. 
goods and services by helping 
developing and other 
aid-recipient nations grow 
and prosper; and, 

• gives millions of people 
around the globe a better 
chance to live in a world of 
peace, without hunger or dic
tatorships and with greater 
opportunities for all. 
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Public Inquiries Division 
Office of External Affairs 
U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
Washington, D.C. 20523-0056 
(202)647-1850 

For speakers, contact: 
USAID's Public Liaison 
Division 
at (202)647-4213 or 
at the above address. 


