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Q.am~.gg_: l.. i\/estock losses (cattle, sheep, goat, came l) ranged betwee n 
25-90% per household. 

The Disaster ---··-· .. ---........ _ .......... -... .. 

Drought cast its dark s hadow once again o\/er Ethiopia, this time affecting 
the Ogaden rngion. Lack of rainfall in the Harerge region except for the 
southern Jijiga and Gursum distri cts (awr ajas) over the last three yea r s 
had cr eated crisis conditions by March 1987 . As water sources dried up, 
the nomads who tt·c.d itionall.y herd their flocks across t he Ethiopian-· 
Soma li borcfor he l plessly watched i:heir animals per ish. Livestock losses 
(catt l e, shc0p , goat, camel) r anged from 2~ to 90 percent per fami ly . 

Ma lnutrition and occasiona l death set in, wHh mi.lk .. -dependent children 
especially at risk. At least 367 people, many of t hem infants, lost 
the ir li\/os between March aruj Ma y. l 'he fewer t han 20 functioning wel l s 
i n the entixe 90,000 sq. km r(:~gion yi~dded on l y sali.ne or insuffici (-mt; 
wate r. Very heavy rai nfall in May slightly a ll eviated the situation , but 
al!;o brought &bout S (~\/ere flooding :i.n l<elafo and Goda cl :i.stl"icts . An:i.mals 
di ed from disease and bloating; recovery time for Hie half-s tarved beasts 
could take up to t en months. 

The Re lief ;~nd Fh,ht.,\bi li tation Commi ssion (RRC:), the GPDRE organizati.on 
charged t.ii.th coordi nating and direci: i ng all disas·l:e l" relief operations , 
launched c) 1·1 -:~riP~' i'1 1 for outside aid. Recognizing the drought 's severity, 
ii: brough t. t,,1•,, : , ~, various t.ies'l:ern governments and NGOs to fa c i.l Hate 



donor aid and visits to the region. In J~ne, the GPDNl began releasing 
1,400 Kr of grain from NRC stocks for distribution by World University 
Service of Canada (WUSC) over t he following six nmnths. 

A U.S . Embassy economic officer visited the southeastern area 
of the Ogaden between May 8·-12 as part of an assessment team 
with representatives of the U.N., RNC, and LWF. Loca l GPORE 
officials briefed the team on drought conditions . From May 
12 to 18, an A.I.D. contractor also toured the region with 
U.N. and RRC delegates, interviewing GPDRE and WUSC 
representatives. 

Despite considerable he lp from other governments and non
profit organizations, certain gaps remained. Ac ting on the 
RRC' s appeal, Charge James R. Cheek determined that modest, 
selective U.S. aid was needed and accordingly declared the 
drought a disaster on June 16. OFDA provided $50,000 to the 
LWF's emergency medical ass i stance program. The USG also 
approved the transfer of 470 · MT of NFDM to UNHCR from WVRO's 
FY 1986 food stocks (whose \/alue is included in the OFJ~B 
f).QnuEJ.:.-13.~J>O".'.L[LJ.98~). This milk went to UNHCR ' s program 
for Ethiopian refugees who had fled to Somalia afte r a 
previous drought and were now returning. 

TQTA.!-____ ·-·---------~~~Q..,_9.QQ. 

CNS - helped with food and water distribution. 

WVRO - donated 4/0 Ml ' of NFDM to UNHCR. 

ID.t~.r..i:~.~~-:~ .. !.Q.1J.~.1. .... 9.r..9~!J . .L<:.<?.t.!..9..!J.~ 

EEC - funded internal transporl cost of grain distributed by WUSC:. 

LWF - spent $303,900 on emergency medical assistance; dispatched 5 mobi l e 
medical teams that provided basic child care. 

UNHCR ·- cond ucted a program for refugees returning from Somalia to the 
Ethiopian Ogaden. 

UNICEF - un<fort:ool< a cooporat:i.v(~ project with local authorities invol\/:i.ng 
maternal health, limited agricultural inputs, and drinking water. 
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Gove rnments 
-··--~-·-------.. ·-

Canada - funded WUSC's administrative cos t s. 

SCF/UI< - conduct ed a nutritional survey ·of affected children in Wa rd es 
and Degeh Bur districts. 

WUSC/C:anada - distributed a 6- month supply of RRC: food (1, 4-00 MT of 
grains); undertook water and health activiti~s; including an expanded 
program of immunization and preventive health care . 

TOTAL 11:303 900 -··---·------...:1!.---- l----.. 
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