BURMA — Fire

Date: Aprill 2, 1985

Location: Rangoon

No. Dead: None reported

No. Affected: 50 injured, 4,000 homeless

Damage: Total value of destroyed property estlmated at $7.3 million

The Disaster S !

On the evening of April 2, a fire broke out in a low-income resildential
neighborhood in Rangoon. Fanned by strong wilnds, the fire spread quickly
through the townshlp of Mayangeo, destroying over 600 homes and bulldings,
including two Buddhlst monasterles, two cooperative stores. the local
People's Councll office, and a government central telephone exchange.
Although no loss of life was reported, approximately 50 people recelved
injurles requlring medical attentlon.

while 1t did not match the Mandalay fire of 1984, this was the worst fire
in Rangoon in 1985 and ranks as the second-largest fire in the cilty durilng
the past ten years. Total damages were estlmated at $7.3 mlllion; prilvate
property losses were set at $350,000, while the value of the telephone
exchange was reported as $6.9 milllon. Burmese cltles and towns are
particularly vulnerable to fires durlng the February to May dry season

due to the combinatilon of hot, dry weather, congested urban areas,
flammable construction materials for houses (primarily teak and bamboo
with thatched roofs), and the widespread use of open fires and kerosene
lamps. ©ften, private hoarding of kercsene and gasoline helghtens the
danger of fire.




BURMA — Flire

Actlon Taken by the Soclallst Republlc and the Unlon of Burma

Burmese authoritles reacted qulckly to the fire and to the immedlate needs
of the victlims. Four temporary shelters were set up 1n nearby government
schools and temples. Meals, medlcal care, and other necessltles were
provided to the homeless in the shelters. The Mayangon Townshlp Dlsaster
Coordlnating Commlttee dlrected the rellef actlvitles.

Assistance Provided by the Unlted States Government

Oon April 6, U.S. Ambassador Danlel A. O'Donchue deter-

mined that the Rangoon Eire dlsaster warranted USG assistance.
The Ambassador exerclsed hls disaster assistance authority
and presented the chalrman of the Burma Red Cross Soclety
with a check for $18,371. This money was glven to the
Mayangon Townshlp Disaster Coordinating Committee and cash
contributlons were dlstributed on a household basls for the
immediate needs of the victims.

TOTAL $1a8.37

Asslstance Provlded by U.S. Voluntary Agencles

None reported

Assistance Provided by the Internatlional Community

None reported




