




INDONESIA - Earthquake 

Data 

Date; January 20, 1981 <FY 81) 

Location; Jayawijaya Mountains and Solo Valley area in Kurima Distri:.;t 
of lrlan Jaya province 

No. Dead; 306 

l~o . Affectd: 2,682 (populdtion of ciffeded villa::i ssJ 

Damage; Fourteen vi I I ages partially or totally destroyed. Debris 
flows destroyed 30% of the root crop , 50% of the coconut 
crop (3,784 of 7,341 hectares), 50; of other vegetabla crops 
(138 of 247 hectares) and 30~ of the 5,758 hogs were lost. 
In addition, 127 of the 253 h0uses were aestroyed. 

Tna Disc;ster 

On Janu~ry 20, 1~31 an earthquake ragistsring 5.a on the Richter scala 
struck the Indonesian Province of lrian Jaya on the island of New Guinea. 
The quake devashted a jQ by 40 mi I e area in the Jayawi jaya i<bunta ins and 
the Solo Valley, close to the border of Papau New Guinea . . A. tota l of hur­
tven vii I ages were completely or partially dc::stroyed by d0bris flows which 
meas ur ad up to 200 ~eters in some vi I I ages. Lands\ ides swept aw~y or 
covereJ 127 of the 263 houses in th e area. Debris flows and lan dsli des isJ­
lated remote vi I I ages, destroyed so; of the root crop, ouried vi I lag0s, and 
claimed ov.ar 300 human lives. i~early 2,000 h09s w,;;re lost and 5,735 he:c­
tares of smal I coconut plantations were destroyed. Debris blocked three 
sTraams of the Nagari Solo ~iver and formed a 200 meter laKe which threat­
ened to overflow and flood the remaining crop areas. 

Action Taken by the Government of Indonesia (GO\) 

First reports of the earthquaka in Ir i an Jaya reacned the G0 I in Ja.karta 
on January 23. By then the Gui provincial govdrnmant had organ i zed disaster 
relief t eams which operated from Jayapura and Wamena providing first-aid and 
food supplies to the earthquake vi ctims strancied by dabris flows ond Jan d­
sl idds. i.1is sion Aviat ion Fallowship \MAF), an internati ona l voluntary 
agency oparating In lrian Jaya, provided air support in tha form of hel i­
cophirs wh i :::11 terr i ed food and relief supp Ii es. MAF he I i copters evacuatca 
survivors from the i so I ataa vi I I ages and re I ocatad them to r esett I emant cen­
ters In Dlngal la and Ho l uan. The provincial government and t he JayawiJaya 
ragsncy distributea 27,550 kgs. of rice. 185 grams of sdlt, 837 Kgs. of 
vegetables , and 1,889 k~s. of sweet potatoes, as wel I as 2,000 blankets, 
1 ,OOJ sarongs, tents, and kerosena lamps provi~ed by th d GOI. 
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World Relief Commission made a cash contribution of $17,500 to 
MAF t0 su~port e~rthqua~e relief efforts anci expenditures. 

World Vision made a cash contribution of $5,000 to MAF to sup­
port earthquake relief efforts and expenditures. 

Regions Beyond Missionc.ry Union provided the services of an 
agricultural isr who was work in~ in the Jayawijaya and Oinggi la 
areas. This individual workad with the resettled population to 
rHastabl ish crop plantin~. 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by th6 International Community * 

UN Disaster Relief Offica CUNOROl - made a cash contribution 0f 
$11 ,500 to purchase and transport hand tools for agricultural 
use and sholtGr construction. 

TvTAL 

*Please note; the figures for total U.S. voluntary agency and 
internationol uss1sranc0 ar8 approximations. In many cases 
the value of in kind aid is unavai I able. 

:£22,5JO 

~11 ,5:JO 
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On February 4, the GOI Department of Social Affairs in Jakarta convened a 
meeting of representatives from the World Food Program, the U.N. Develop­
ment Program, the U.i~. Disaster Relief Office, UNICEF, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development> the Indonesian Red Cross tPMll, and other 
voluntary agencies to coordinate relief to the Jayawijaya disaster area. 

The fol lowing weak, thG Minister of Pub I ic Wal fare, the Chairman of 
Indonesia's National Disaster Relief Coordination Board, and the Ministers 
of sever31 other departments visit~d the disaster site and resettlement 
areas to personally assess the damages and identify the needs of the 
victims. The GCil al located $1,349,206 for relief and rahabi I itation and 
deve I opment of the n~sett I em.::::nt areas. The GO I continued to provide food 
to the disaster victims unti I the newly plant ad crops could be narvested, 
and planned to construct 200 new houses for the needy. Plans also cal led 
for construction of a 10 km. rodd between the resettiement centers at 
Honuan and Oinggi la. PMI contributed one metric ton of mi IK powder and 
medicin.::s all valued at $793. Freeport lnJonesia lrian Jaya Copper Mine 
contributed $10,000 to support relief efforts, and contributions tote.ii I in9 
$1 ,023 in cash, and thirteen boxes of food and clothing, were received from 
individuals. 

Assistance provided by tne United Stat6s Government 

At the urgent reques·t of the GO I, the U.S. Ambassador made a 
Jisaster d.::termin..:ltion on February 12, 1931. This activated . 
his Disaster Assistance Authority of $25,000 which was used to 
supp I y Jet aviation fue I to oper otu 2 MAF Hughes :500 he I i -
copters during the period from March through mid-June. The 
helicopters were used to ev~cuate earthquake victims and 
deliver relief supplies. 

T0TAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies* 

Mission Aviation Fal lowship (MAFl played a critical role curing 
all phases of the disaster in lrian Jaya. MAF provided pi lots 
and crews for their three helicopters and 16 Cessna aircraft 
which work~d during the initial rescue phase evacuating earth­
quake survivors strandea in Slnambukbuk, Honbon, and other 
vi I I ages. MAF evacuated some 1,224 victims to resettlement cen­
t0rs at Honuan ana Dinggi la; they delivered food, blanKets, and 
other r61 ief supplies to the centers, as well as seeds and agri­
cultural tools durin9 the later rehabi I itation phase. Tha value 
of the assistancG was not reported. 

$25,0JJ 










