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MALI - Meningitis Epidemic 

Data 

Date: January 1979 CFY 79) 

Location: Koro region near Upper Volta border 

No. Dead: 30 

No. Affected: 80 reported cases 

The Disaster 

In January 1979 the Government of Mal I reported a serious outbreak of 
meningitis In the Koro region around the Upper Volta border. (Upper Volta 
also experienced a meningitis epidemic.) 

Action Taken by the Government of Mali CGOM) 

The GOM declared a national emergency and requested assistance from World 
Health Organization CWHO), UNICEF, and U.S. A.I .D. to provide vaccine 
to support an immunization program. During February and March 1979, 14,078 
people were vaccinated by a team made up of national, regional, and local 
personnel in the Koro region. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government CUSG) 

An epidemiologist from the Center for Disease Control was sent 
to Mali to assist the Ministry of Health with surveillance, 
sere-typing, and determining any drug resistance ••••••.••..•.•••••••• $5,538 

On January 31, 1979, the U.S. Ambassador made a disaster decla
ration and made $25,000 available to support the vaccination 
program. 100,000 doses of A/C menlngococcal vaccine were pur-
chased at a cost of $44, 650 •.••••.••••••.••.•..•.•.•••••.••.••••.••• $69, 650 

TOTAL $75, 188 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

None repor-ted. 



MALI - Meningitis Epidemic 

Assistance Provided by the International Commun ity* 

International Organizations 

UNICEF - donated 200,000 doses of vaccine and four jet guns, 
valued at $70,000 

World Health Organization - donated 300,000 doses of vaccine 

Governments 

Belgium - donated 15,000 doses of vaccine 

TOTAL 

*Please note: the figure for total International assistance Is 
an approximation. In many cases the cash value of in kind aid 
is unaval I able. 

$70,000 
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