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BOLIVIA - Floods 

Data 

Date: December 1978 - February 1979 CFY 79) 

Location: All nine departments - Chuqulsaca, Cochabamba, El Benl, la 
Paz, Oruro, Pando, Potosi, Santa Cruz, Tarlja 

No. Dead: 25 reported; 40 unoff lclal 

No. Affected: 100,000 estimated 

Damage: Major damage to agricultural sector (both livestock and 

The Disaster 

crop lands), houses, and roads; a 185 km. section of the 
Santa Cruz - Corumba rail line was destroyed; reconstruction 
costs estimated at $6 ml I I Ion; total property loss estima-
ted at $50-100 mil lion 

Unusually heavy rains during the 1979 rainy season produced widespread 
flooding and muds I Ides In all nine departments of Bol lvla. The most severe 
f loodlng occurred Jn northern and eastern parts of the Department of Santa 
Cruz and along the rail I lne to Corumba, Braz! I. The floods left thousands 
of people homeless nationwide and caused major economic disruption. 

Action Taken by the Government of the Republ le of Bollvla CGROB> 

The Minister of Defense, the Civil . Defense Director, and the Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff surveyed the affected areas, and the Bol Iv Ian Air Force 
transported donated food. The GROB distributed tents and other rel lef 
suppl les provided by A.l.D. to Bolivia during a previous disaster and 
requested f lnanclal assistance to purchase additional rel lef materials. 
The GROB also evacuated and relocated disaster victims; local governments 
temporarily housed the homeless In publ le bull dings. The Ministry of 
Health and the Bolivian Red Cross conducted a vaccination campaign against 
rabies and pol lomyel !tis In the Departments of la Paz and Cochabamba. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government CUSG> 

On January 31, 1979, the U.S. Ambassador made a disaster deter
mination and presented $25,000 to the Santa Cruz Departmental 
Disaster Rel lef Corrmlttee for the purchase of roofing materials 
and tools for approximately 1,200 families. The USG also pro
vided 40 four-gal Ion aluminum pots, utensl Is, 15 faml ly-slze 
tents, and water purification tablets from the A.l.D. warehouse 
In Bol Iv la. A rel Jef off leer from the Off Ice of U.S. Foreign 
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Disaster Assistance COFDA> was sent to Bol lvia to assist the 
U.S. Mission in assessment and preparedness aspects of the 
disaster ($1,675) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• $26,675 

A total of 336 MT of P.L. 480 Title I I emergency foodstuffs was 
provided for 43,935 people and distributed by CARE, Cathol lc 
Rel lef Services, Departmental Civil Defense Committees, and 
local emergency assistance groups. Most of the food was 
distributed to the La Paz (100 MT>, Cochabamba (83 MT), and 
Santa Cruz (76 MT) Departments. 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies * 

American National Red Cross - donated $10,000 In cash in 
response to an appeal by the League of Red Cross Societies 
CLORCS) 

CARE - distributed P.L. 480 foodstuffs 

TOTAL 

Cathol le Rel lef Services - distributed P.L. 480 foodstuffs and 
provided $15,000 for food, medicines and some rehab! I itatlon 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by the International Community * 

International Organizations 

U.N. Development Program (UNDP> - unspecified amount of medical 
supp 11 es 

U.N. Disaster Relief Office -(UNDRO) - $15,000 to purchase 
medicines, gasol lne, and vaccine containers and, in col
laboration with Pan American Health Organization CPAHO), 
UNICEF, and World Health Organization (WHO), purchase and 
transport of 30,000 doses of anti-typhoid vaccine, needles, 
and syringes 

Governments 

Canada - $27,500 to LORCS 

Germany, Federal Republ le - $10,000 in cash 

$26,675 

$25,000 
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Voluntary Agencies 

Australian Red Cross - $560 In cash to LORCS 

Belgian Red Cross - $3,300 In cash to LORCS 

Canadian Red Cross - $2,450 In cash to LORCS 

Chinese Red Cross - $12,300 In cash to LORCS 

Danish Red Cross - $4,780 In cash to LORCS 

Finnish Red Cross - $2,500 In cashto LORCS 

Germany, Federal Republ le Red Cross - $21,500 In cash to LORCS 

Honduran Red Cross - $145 In cash to LORCS 

Hungarian Red Cross - $25,000 in kind to LORCS 

Monacan Red Cross - $1,150 In cash to LORCS 

Netherlands Red Cross - $7,400 In cash to LORCS 

Norwegian Red Cross - $5,800 In cash -to LORCS 

South African Red Cross - $230 In cash to LORCS 

Soviet Red Cross - $34,500 In kind to LORCS 

Swedish Red Cross .- $22,800 In cash to LORCS 

Swiss Red Cross - $14,900 In cash to LORCS 

Thal Red Cross - $245 in cash to LORCS 

United Kingdom Red Cross - $2,080 In cash to LORCS 

TOTAL 

*Please note: the figures for total U.S. voluntary agency and 
International assistance are an approximation. In many 
cases, the cash value of In kind aid Is unavai I able. 

$214,140 










