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Alternative development: unravelling marginalization, 
voicing change. Brun, Cathrine, 
Piers Blaikie and Michael Jones, editors. 
Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2014.

This collection of essays discusses 
alternatives to mainstream development 
and how they may affect local and 
global processes of marginalization and 
change in the Global South. Contributors 
show that despite shifting contexts 
and changing geopolitics, alternative 
development retains its relevance for 
securing a continued focus on justice.

The bright continent: breaking rules and making change 
in modern Africa. Olopade, Dayo. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2014.

Use a different set of eyeglasses to 
assess Africa, Olopade implores. 
Relinquish, at least for a moment, the 
foreign aid lenses and the governance 
shades, and see the creative glory of 
the continent and the determination 
of its youth. This journalistic account 
by a Nigerian American examines 
local problem-solving throughout the 
continent, celebrating the innovative 
and the traditional. It ties both 
approaches to commercial growth and 
agricultural and energy development.
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Charities in the non-Western world: the 
development and regulation of indigenous and 
Islamic charities. Brown, Rajeswary Ampalavanar and 
Justin Pierce. New York: Routledge, 2013.

This collection of papers stems from two international 
workshops and focuses on the adaption, accountability 
and operation of charities. Contributors take a cross-
disciplinary approach in examining international and 
indigenous charities in a wide range of Asian, African 
and Middle Eastern contexts. They conclude that the 
effectiveness of charities rests largely on their ability 
to balance donor expectations with the needs of 
beneficiaries. 

Cities from scratch: poverty and informality 
in urban Latin America. Fischer, Brodwyn, Bryan 

McCann and Javier Auyero, 
editors. Durham: Duke University 
Press, 2014. 

The vast neighborhoods labeled 
favelas, slums, and shantytowns of 
Buenos Aires, Caracas, Managua, 
Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro, and 
Santiago often serve as pictorial 
symbols of urban poverty and 
disarray. The studies shared in 
these eight articles, however, 

ask the reader to take a second look, and begin to 
understand these communities as dynamic spaces that 
are “diverse, historically rooted, and inseparable from 
the formal city.” These authors ask what the literal and 
figurative snapshots of these informal communities have 
missed and encourage the reader to consider what these 
communities have contributed to today’s Latin America.

The fair trade scandal: marketing poverty to 
benefit the rich. Sylla, Ndongo S. Athens, Ohio: Ohio 
University Press, 2014.

Sylla calls fair trade a “‘sophisticated scam’ by the ‘invisible 
hand’ of the free market.” While the provocative 
assessment of this Senegalese economist and former fair 
trade worker is more nuanced than this pronouncement 
might imply, he does not mince words in his critique of 
the gap between rhetoric and reality in the fair trade 
movement.

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT

The anthropology of climate change: an 
historical reader. Dove, Michael R., editor. Malden, 

MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2014.

This anthology brings together 
the most important scholarship 
on the anthropological study 
of climate and society to 
illustrate the contributions that 
anthropology can make to 
contemporary climate change 
research and policy. Dove 
presents essays from ancient to 
modern times on such topics 
as environmental determinism, 

climatic events as social catalysts, climatic disasters and 
societal collapse, and ethno-meteorology. 

Biodiversity conservation and poverty 
alleviation: exploring the evidence for a link. 
Roe, Dilys, Joanna Elliott, Chris Sandbrook and Matt 
Walpole, editors. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013.

That biodiversity preservation 
benefits poverty reduction is a 
truism among many observers, 
but the contributors to this 
collection ask: “Does it really?” 
They examine the ties between 
these two social endeavors in a 
variety of ecologies using varied 
methodologies, concluding that 
while shrinking biodiversity and 
intransigent poverty spring from 
the same roots, greater, more 
scientific consideration must be given to how solutions 
can address both human challenges.
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Community-based adaptation to climate 
change: scaling it up. Schipper, E. Lisa, Jessica Ayers, 
Hannah Reid, Saleemul Huq and Atiq Rahman, editors. 
Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2014.

What are people doing at ground 
level to cope with the effects of 
climate change? How can those 
responses be brought to the 
mainstream, so that many more 
vulnerable people can benefit 
from the protection of these 
tactics? One way, suggests some 
contributors to this volume, is 
to “have serious fun,” that is, 
mount experiential learning 

activities. The authors highlight community-based efforts 
in Bangladesh, Belize, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Marshall 
Islands, the Philippines, Tanzania, and Uganda, among 
other countries. The authors call for the provision of 
increased access to information for poor and rural 
communities, greater government engagement, and of 
course, large-scale action to arrest climate change.

The global land grab: beyond the hype. Kaag, 
Mayke and Annelies Zoomers. London: Zed Books, 2014.

Contributors to this volume use in-depth country 
studies from Africa, Asia and Latin America to develop a 
comparative perspective on land grab practices, dynamics 
and underlying processes. They argue that to understand 
and resolve land grabbing practices we must scrutinize 
forms, actors and rhetoric in a structured way.

Globalization and food sovereignty: global and 
local change in the new politics of food. Andrée, 

Peter, Jeffrey Ayres, Michael J. 
Bosia and Marie-Josée Massicotte, 
editors. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2014.

Local, regional and global popular 
movements to alter the way 
people produce and consume 
food have emerged in many 
forms. Contributions to this 
volume interrogate the meaning 
and implications of the concept 

of “food sovereignty,” examine food-related movements 
in Australia, Canada, the Philippines and the European 
Union, and assess popular food campaigns. 

DEMOCRACY, GOVERNANCE AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS

Conflict, crime and the state in postcommunist 
Eurasia. Cornell, Svante and Michael Jonsson, editors. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014.

The work of creating effective post-conflict states is 
made infinitely more challenging, the authors say, when 
newly empowered insurgents have forged alliances with 
organized criminal elements. These security experts write 
of a spectrum of such alliances in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Kosovo and several post-Soviet Central Asian nations. 
Their studies cover eight post-conflict zones where the 
trafficking of narcotics and other profitable illicit goods 
has helped finance ideological movements .

The dictator’s learning curve: inside the global 
battle for democracy. Dobson, William J. New York: 

Anchor Books, 2013.

Journalist Dobson offers his 
critique of contemporary 
authoritarianism – and challenges 
to authoritarianism – in China, 
Egypt, Russia, and Venezuela. 
He analyzes the shrewd tactics 
used by strongmen in these 
countries – among them sham 
elections and the co-opting of 
the language, tools and tactics of 
democracy activists – to stay in 
power.

Electoral protest and democracy in the 
developing world. Beaulieu, Emily. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2014.

Like the author of The Dictator’s Learning Curve, Beaulieu 
examines political practices in autocratic nations. 
Beaulieu compiled original data covering 30 years 
of popular responses to elections in such countries, 
analyzing election boycotts, reform demands and other 
expressions of protest.
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Paper cadavers: the archives of dictatorship in 
Guatemala. Weld, Kristen. Durham: Duke University 

Press, 2014. 

In this wrenching ethnographic 
account, Weld chronicles the 
challenging work of the Project 
for the Recovery of the National 
Police Historical Archive. This 
group of activists and archivists 
painstakingly retrieve and restore 
documentation of Guatemala’s 
devastating civil war. By doing so, 
they hope to expose what some 

say is the most extensive file of state repression in Latin 
America.

Survivors of slavery: modern-day slave 
narratives. Murphy, Laura T. New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2014.

These first-person stories from Cambodia, Ghana, 
Lebanon, Macedonia, Mexico, Russia, Thailand, Ukraine, 
and the United States humanize those who have been 
subjected to human trafficking. They are an important 
antidote to seeing such people as helpless victims that 
can only be saved through external intervention. Murphy 
has included three case studies to enable readers to gain 
a multifaceted view on sex enslavement, the use of slave 
labor in mines, and on organized resistance to human 
trafficking. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Contesting trade in Central America: market 
reform and resistance. Spalding, Rose J. Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 2014.

In Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Nicaragua, free market 
reforms have met with mixed success, and in each 
country, social movements – with electoral manifestations 
– have developed in opposition to these economic 
strategies. Corporate leaders, small business owners, 
politicians, labor leaders, and those in the forefront of 
social movements talked with Spalding about the reforms 
and, in many cases, their opposition to those changes.

International debt statistics 2014. Washington, DC: 
World Bank, 2014.

Drawing on the World Bank’s Debtor Reporting System, 
this e-book includes figures on 128 countries’ debt, 
including debt ratios and other useful data. USAID staff 
may download the book from the World Bank eLibrary.

Making innovation policy work: learning from 
experimentation. Dutz, Mark A., Yevgeny Kuznetsov, 
Esperanza Lasagabaster and Dirk Pilat, editors. Paris and 
Washington: OECD and World Bank, 2014. 

Experimentation is the key 
to forging policies that can 
successfully attack poverty, the 
authors of this report contend, 
especially in the areas of 
entrepreneurship, health care and 
nutrition, and green innovation. 
Contributors recommend 
privileging monitoring and 
evaluation over top-down 
policymaking, and they argue for greater cooperation 
between governments and civil society groups in order to 
promote successful development approaches that can be 
scaled up. USAID staff may download the book from the 
OECD iLibrary.

Out of poverty: sweatshops in the global 
economy. Powell, Benjamin. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2014.

To most North Americans 
concerned with business and 
labor practices, the term 
“sweatshop” immediately 
conjures an awareness of horrific 
work conditions in the garment 
industry. For Powell, however, 
the modern day “sweatshop” 
is the site of opportunity – an 
important economic lever for 
impoverished families who have 

few alternative means of attaining a foothold. Powell’s 
contentious argument holds that sweatshops are a 
necessary and valuable step on the way to economic 
rewards for families and for countries. 
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EVALUATION

Evaluation fundamentals: insights into program 
effectiveness, quality, and value. Fink, Arlene G. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE, 2014. 

This text guides readers through the entire evaluation 
life cycle, from selecting questions and designing the 
evaluation to analyzing the data and reporting the results 
in written or oral form. Fink also examines such issues as 
conducting ethical research, choosing appropriate data 
sources, and using the Internet for communication and 
data collection. Examples of evaluation methods and 
reports, practice exercises, and suggestions for further 
reading are included.

Measuring and improving social impacts: a 
guide for nonprofits, companies, and impact 
investors. Epstein, Marc J. and Kristi Yuthas. San 
Francisco: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 2014.

This book looks at the five critical questions facing 
organizations seeking to maximize their social impact. 
Epstein and Yuthas develop frameworks, describe short 
case studies of organizational best practices and provide 
guides to action. They suggest that in order to make an 
impact organizations must first clearly define success and 
then determine what indicators mark its attainment.

Principles of evaluation and research for health 
care programs. Perrin, Karen M. Burlington: MA: Jones 
& Bartlett Learning, 2014.

Perrin introduces the key 
approaches used to conduct 
health program research and 
evaluation. Chapters provide 
readers with the knowledge and 
skills needed to review published 
literature, collect primary data, 
analyze data using basic statistics, 
and present results in written or 
verbal form. Numerous activities, 

case studies and references are included. 

GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT

Feminisms, empowerment and development: 
changing women’s lives. Cornwall, Andrea and Jenny 
Edwards, editors. London: Zed Books, 2014.

This collection covers a wide 
spectrum of feminist concerns, 
with articles on legal and social 
supports, popular culture, 
education, health programs, 
and women as workers and 
organizers. One author has 
studied women in Latin American 
elections, while the settings for 
other studies include Bangladesh, 

Brazil, Egypt, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Pakistan, and Palestine.

Uprising: a new age is dawning for every 
mother’s daughter. Armstrong, Sally. New York: 
Thomas Dunne Books, 2014.

Armstrong, a journalist and 
human rights activist, chronicles 
the acts of empowerment 
undertaken by women and girls 
across the globe against inequities 
and brutality committed against 
them. She looks at how sexual 
violence, religion and economic 
inequality affect women’s lives 
and presents stories of leaders, 
policymakers, Nobel Peace Prize 
winners and individual women 
and girls intent on creating change. 
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HEALTH, NUTRITION & POPULATION

Global aging: comparative perspectives on 
aging and the life course. Kunkel, Suzanne R., J. Scott 
Brown, and Frank J. Whittington. New York: Springer 
Publishing Company, 2014.

The world’s older population is now growing more than 
twice as fast as the world’s total population. This text 
provides an overview of this phenomenon from a global 
perspective and discusses the political and economic 
policies that surround aging issues in both developed 
and developing nations. The authors present thematic 
chapters on family life, caregiving, disability, health and 
long-term care, and work and retirement.

Public health research methods. Guest, Greg and, 
Emily E. Namey, editors. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE 
Publications, 2014.

Essays in this volume provide 
researchers with an up-to-
date and comprehensive set 
of tools to investigate public 
health issues and problems. 
Contributors look at traditional 
epidemiologic research designs 
as well as emerging technology-
based approaches. Chapter 
topics include research planning, 
randomized control trials, survey 

design sampling, and mobile data collection techniques.

Valuing health systems: a framework for low 
and middle income countries. Collins, Charles and 
Andrew Green. New Delhi: Sage Publications, 2014.

In developing and middle-income countries, reforms 
of health care financing, governance, management and 
planning over the years too often have failed to result in 
real improvements in the health of the people, Collins 
and Green contend. They suggest that longer-term 
perspectives and consequent actions, reflecting the input 
of a wider array of system stakeholders, are far more 
likely to bring about the real change that health systems 
need.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

It’s complicated: the social lives of networked 
teens. Boyd, Danah. New Haven, CT: Yale University 

Press, 2014.

Boyd conducted numerous 
interviews to assess why social 
media is so popular with teens 
and how it impacts their lives. 
She argues that teens are not 
addicted to the technology but to 
the social connections they create 
online. Chapters address seven 
issues related to teen use of social 
media: identity, privacy, addiction, 
danger, bullying, inequality and 
literacy. 

Simulating innovation: computer-based tools for 
rethinking innovation. Watts, Christopher and Nigel 
Gilbert. Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2014.

Over the last two decades computer simulation models 
have started to address issues such as how innovations 
can be generated and then diffused among people 
and organizations. Watts and Gilbert provide a critical 
survey of these cutting edge tools and introduce a few 
new tools of their own. Topics explored include agent-
based simulation, social networks, organizational learning, 
science models, technological evolution, and innovation 
networks.

Visual insights: a practical guide to making sense 
of data. Börner, Katy and David E. Polley. Cambridge: 
MIT Press, 2014.

This data visualization text 
shows readers how to create 
information designs for “when, 
where, what, and with whom” 
data. The lessons are advanced, 
but not overwhelming, 
and include sections for 
nonprogrammers on how to use 
open code. 
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AFRICA

A treacherous paradise. Mankell, Henning. New 
York: Knopf, 2013. 

Acclaimed mystery novelist 
Mankell maintains homes in 
Sweden and in Mozambique, 
and in this novel, he manages to 
evoke the extremes of life in both 
countries at the turn of the 20th 
century. Readers follow the life of 
Hannah Lundmark, born poor in 
the Swedish countryside, as she 
struggles to overcome personal 
tragedies and to make sense 

of life in the distant city of Lourenço Marques, as the 
Mozambican capital was then called. 

ASIA

I am Malala: the girl who stood up for 
education and was shot by the Taliban. Yousafzai, 
Malala and Christina Lamb. New York: Little, Brown and 
Company, 2013.

In this memoir Yousafzai, the 
youngest person ever nominated 
for a Noble Peace Prize, writes 
about growing up Pakistan’s 
Swat Valley. When the Taliban 
prohibits girls from attending 
school she becomes an advocate 
for their education. Taliban 
members shoot her in the head 
in a failed attempt to silence her. 
Since recovering, she has called 
on the world’s leaders to provide 
a free education to every child in the world.
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The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) is funded by M/CIO/ITSD/KM and is operated by Bridgeborn and Library Associates under 
contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004..

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the Knowledge Services Center and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of USAID or the USG.

KSC intranet site: http://inside.usaid.gov/m/cio/support/service/knowledge-services-center Email: KSC@usaid.gov 

Knowledge Services Center (KSC) eResources are located at:  
http://inside.usaid.gov/m/cio/support/service/library-learning-resources-center

Accelerate your research with online  
research tools!

eResources  

on your desktop  

(or via SBC token) – all 

USAID/W
 and Mission staff. 

No password required!

Contact the Knowledge Services Center for assistance at ksc@usaid.gov

eJournal Portal
Gateway to 20,000 full-text e-journals 
in public health, social sciences, & 
sciences.

ERIC
More than 1.4 million abstracts and 
full-text articles on educational issues 
worldwide.

Global Issues in Context
Full-text news, journal articles, videos, 
websites & blogs on developing 
countries and development issues.

GREENR
Multimedia resources on global 
climate change, natural resources, & 
environmental issues. 

JSTOR
Full-text articles from back issues of 
journals in life sciences, political science, 
global economics, education, regional 
studies, & health policy.

Medline Complete
Full-text articles from 2,100 biomedical 
journals dating back to 1865.

OECD iLibrary
OECD books, journal articles, policy 
papers and statistics in all development 
sectors.

ScienceDirect
Full-text articles in the sciences, 
economics, energy, and other sectors.

Web of Science 
Scientific citation index of scholarly 
journals, books, patents, and conference 
proceedings across multiple disciplines. 
Includes access to endnote.com.

World Bank E-library
World Bank books, working papers & 
articles across all development sectors.

Academic Search Elite
Academic articles on a wide range of 
sectors & topics from 2,025 journals.

Business Monitor Online
Political & economic risk analyses by 
country, industry analyses, company 
intelligence and an interactive 
macroeconomic database.

CAB Abstracts
Full-text articles, e-books & conference 
proceedings on agriculture, forestry, 
veterinary science, and more.

Columbia International Affairs Online
Theory and research in international 
affairs.

E-books
More than 7,000 e-books covering all 
development sectors.
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mailto:KSC%40usaid.gov?subject=
http://atoz.ebsco.com/search.asp?Id=K09585&sid=78923575&TabID=4
http://usaid.sirsi.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi/0/0/0/60/34/X/BLASTOFF
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&user=hq&password=hq&profile=ehost&defaultdb=afh
www.businessmonitor.com/enter
http://find.galegroup.com/gic/start.do?prodId=GIC&userGroupName=wash38782
http://jstor.org
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/
www.webofknowledge.com
http://elibrary.worldbank.org/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&user=hq&password=hq&profile=ehost&defaultdb=lbh
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