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Global Weather Hazards Summary August 8-14,2014

Severe dryness continues across Latin America and Haiti, with dryness and flooding in parts of Africa

Africa Weather Hazards

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
[7] Heavy Snow
[1 Abnormal Cold
[1 Abnormal Heat
Seasonally Dry

1. Since early June,
seasonal rainfall has
been below average and
infrequent across northeastern
Nigeria, leading to growing moisture deficits. While .
there is a chance for some relief with increased
rainfall forecast during the upcoming outlook period,
anomalously dry ground conditions are expected to persist,
which still may negatively impact developing crops later into
the season.

2. Although much of western Ethiopia has received favorable
amounts of rainfall during the last two months and rainfall
has recently increased in eastern Ethiopia, poorly distributed
rains in parts of eastern Amhara, eastern Tigray, and northern
Oromia have been consistently below average since June.

3. Apoor start to seasonal rainfall across much of Senegal has led to
poor ground conditions and increasing early season rainfall deficits
since June. Little rain is forecast for the next week, with increasing
rainfall deficits potentially hurting cropping activities.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

4. Adelayed start and poor distribution of seasonal rains have hurt
cropping activities along the Mauritania-Mali border. Below-average rains forecast for next week to worsen the dryness.

5. Heavy rains during the past two weeks in the Darfur region of Sudan caused flooding that destroyed shelters in many parts of
Darfur. Heavy and above-average rain forecast for next week are likely to cause additional flooding.

6. Heavy rains during the past week have caused flooding and displaced people across Unity State in South Sudan. The moderate
rains forecast for next week may worsen the situation.

7. Heavy downpours during the past week have caused flooding, infrastructure damage, injuries, and displaced people across the
Khartoum, River Nile, and Al Gazeira States of Sudan. Potential for flooding remains high as heavy rains are forecast to continue.

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for
International Development or the United States Government.The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by
FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries
concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov, fewsnetinfo@fews.net, or 1-301-683-3424.
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Latin America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1. Most of Hispaniola remained drier than average
over the past several weeks, particularly in
southern parts of Haiti and the Dominican

Republic. Low dam levels near Santo Domingo have
led to water restrictions and occasional power
outages.

2. Long dry spells and below-average rains since
March have led to substantial seasonal rainfall
deficits and poor ground conditions in southeastern Honduras,
west-central Nicaragua, and parts of northern Costa Rica. Poorly distributed
Primera rainfall and acute dryness during mid-June has also caused crop failure
in eastern El Salvador, southern Honduras, and eastern Guatemala.

3. Below-average and poorly distributed rainfall since late June across central

Guatemala, southern Honduras, El Salvador, and western Nicaragua is likely to
negatively impact development of Primera crops.

Central Asia Weather Hazards
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Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

1. Poorly distributed rainfall since May has led to
growing moisture deficits and low soil moisture in
northwestern and northeastern Kazakhstan.

2. Several weeks of below-average seasonal rainfall in
southeastern Kazakhstan and northern Kyrgyzstan
is likely to lead to moisture stress and deteriorating
ground conditions.

Temperatures

During early August, temperatures generally ranged in
the upper 30s throughout southern Kazakhstan, with
a continuation of cooler temperatures in the lower

to mid-20s in the northern provinces of the country.
Since mid-July, temperatures have been mostly

below average throughout Kazakhstan, reaching
3-6°C below average in the north. Temperatures have
shifted from seasonable to below-average throughout
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Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan. For the next
week, a gradual warming is expected, with maximum

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

weekly temperatures forecast in the mid to upper 30s throughout Kazakhstan and in the low 40s further south.

Precipitation

In the last week, northern and eastern Kazakhstan continued to receive increased rainfall, with little rain falling in southern and
western parts of the country. Since May, northwestern, northeastern, and southeastern parts of the country have received
consistently below-average rainfall, which may hurt the development of seasonal crops. For the next week, seasonable rainfall is

forecast in northern Kazakhstan, with light to locally moderate amounts in the west.

Famine Early Warning Systems Network
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Africa

Irregular rainfall distribution in West Africa during late July Figure I: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall (mm)
Valid: July 30 - August 5, 2014

During the past week, moderate to heavy rain fell throughout
Guinea-Bissau, southeastern Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso,
western Niger, and northern parts of Togo, Benin, and Nigeria
(Figure 1). In Nigeria, this past week’s increased rains helped

to reduce existing moisture. However, the increased rains also
caused flooding and displaced people in the Maiduguri region in
the east. In contrast, reduced rains were observed over already
dry areas of western Senegal. Slightly below-average rains were
also received along the Gulf of Guinea, including Sierra Leone,
southern Guinea, Cote d’Ivoire, and Ghana.

- 4

During the last 10 days of July, above-average rain fell over
the central and eastern portions of the Sahel. This includes
central and eastern Mali, much of Niger, and central Chad

(Figure 2). This was mostly attributable to a vigorous northward =7 [ T | -
push of the Inter-Tropical Front across central West Africa. In 01 1 2 5 10 15 20 30 40 50 75 100150200 250 300
contrast, the western edge of the Inter-Tropical Front pushed Source: NOAAICPC
south, resulting in below-average rains over northwestern Figure 2: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Anomaly (mm)

Senegal, southern Mauritania, and parts of western Mali. Valid: July 21 - July 31, 2014

Increasing moisture deficits since July have delayed planting
and hurt cropping activities in the region. NDVI has suggested
below-average conditions in northern Senegal and along

the Mauritania-Mali border. If rainfall remains poor, low soil
moisture will threaten to damage crops and reduce yields.

During the next week, below-average rain is forecast to
continue in northern Senegal and along the Mauritania-Mali
border. Light rains are also expected in the Gulf of Guinea
countries. However, heavy rains are expected throughout
Guinea, Sierra Leone, western Liberia, southern Mali, Burkina
Faso, western and southeastern Niger, and central and
northeastern Nigeria.

Heavy rains continue in East Africa ' Source: NOAA/CPC

. . Figure 3. Satellite-Estimated Rainfall (mm)
Abundant and above-average rain continued over much of Valid: July 30 - August 5, 2014

East Africa during the past week. Heavy downpours fell over

Darfur in western Sudan, the northern half of South Sudan,

northwestern Ethiopia, and eastern Sudan (Figure 3). In South

Sudan, this past week’s heavy rains caused flooding and

displaced several thousands of people, according to news

media. To the north, heavy downpours resulted in flooding,

damaged houses, and injuries across Khartoum, River Nile,

and Al Gazeira States of Sudan. Over the past month, rainfall

has been more than 100 mm above average across eastern

Sudan, northwestern Ethiopia, Eritrea, and northeastern South

Sudan. For the next week, heavy and above-average rains are

expected to continue in eastern Chad and western Sudan and

western Ethiopia. This will maintain elevated risks for flooding

along the Chad-Sudan border and northeastern Sudan.

Moderate to heavy rains are also forecast over South Sudan, —
potentially exacerbating conditions in already saturated areas. 0.1 1

Source: NOAA/CPC
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Latin America and the Caribbean

Abnormal dryness worsens throughout many areas in Central America

During early August, moderate to locally heavy amounts of rain fell across Central America. The highest weekly rainfall amounts were
received in the Atlantic departments of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama, and parts of northern and southwestern Guatemala. Light
to locally moderate rains fell across the Gulf of Fonseca region and in northern Honduras. Over the last 30 days, below-average late
season Primera rainfall has continued to negatively affect many departments along the Pacific side of Central America. In July, both
local rain gauges and satellite estimated rainfall anomalies show fairly large moisture deficits ranging between 5 to 50 percent of
normal across central Guatemala, southern Honduras, El Salvador, and western Nicaragua. Much of this dryness is in addition to the
drought conditions that developed over west-central Nicaragua, and has already resulted in failed and wilted crops over many local
areas. Long-term NDVI also suggests poor conditions over much of Nicaragua, with recently declining vegetation conditions over the
past several weeks in parts of Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. The continued below-average late-season Primera rainfall will
likely result in reduced seasonal crop yields over many local areas of Central America.

Forecasts indicate a slight increase in rainfall is likely along Figure |: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)
the Pacific side of Central America during the next week. Valid: August 4-11, 2014

Precipitation amounts in excess of 50 mm are expected A
to be favorable for many regions in southern Guatemala, [ =
El Salvador, southern Honduras, and western Nicaragua.
However, more rainfall is needed in these areas to recover
from an abnormally dry July.

Little rainfall was observed across much of Hispaniola

During the past week, the passage of Tropical Storm

“Bertha” brought increased amounts of rainfall across
eastern Hispaniola, with moderate to locally heavy 15
rains (>50 mm) falling in the eastern departments of the
Dominican Republic. The tropical storm reportedly caused
localized flooding, the displacement of dozens of families,

and elevated river levels. Despite increased rainfall last

week, seasonal rainfall deficits of 100 to 300 mm that

have accumulated since May still remain throughout much
of Hispaniola. Over the same period, the southern parts

and eastern third of the island have received only 25-50
percent of their average rainfall. Next week, forecasts
suggest continued moderate to locally heavy rainfall

over Hispaniola, with the potential for the highest rainfall
amount over southern Haiti and western Dominican

Republic. These rains are expected to help alleviate

abnormal dryness in many areas.

Source: NOAA/CPC

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS

Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to | week) and their potential impact on crop and
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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