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The major effort during this past phase was a continuation of data 

collection with a view to writing an initis1 report on the implications of 

labor migration for the constnlction industry in Egypt. This paper is to 

bc authored jointly by Professors Mohie-E1din" Choucri, and Eckaus. 

Attached is an outline of the paper which indicates the directions of the 

analysis, the type of (lata that would be required, and the scope of the 

analysis. 

We focus on the construction industry because it is critical to the 

economy 8S 8 whole, becausc there is strong evIdcnce of outward mt~r8tion 

among construction workers, and because the Ministry of Labor has been 

concerned with developing procedures for regulating that migration. 

During thio past period, we have a100 contributed a paper written 

with Professor Eckaus, entitled "Interactions of Political and Economic 

Change: The Case of Egypt" (Auguot, 1977), and preparcd two other papers 

that bear directly on labor migration in egypt. Thc first, by a research 

associate for this project, Ijaz Gi1ani, is entit1cd "Intcrnationa1 Migration: 

Some Lessons for an Egyptian Migration Policy." This paper rcviews the 

policy experience of Turkey and Yugoo1av1a (both countries export labor to 

Europe), and draws some appropriate infcrcnceo for the Egyptian case. The 

second paper, by Profeooor Choucri. io entitled "Migr/ltion ProceSDCO Among 

Developing Countrieo: The Middle Enst," and oecka to develop thc conceptual 

basis for nystematic ana1ynis of the m!.Rration process and of the policy 

interventiono that could affect thin process. 

Next Phane: 

We expect, firat, to complete our ana1ysio of migration itl tho 

conotruction induotry and draw the implicationa for the economy ao a who1a, 

"claan" the data, nnd begin more nyntematic nnd quantitativa ona1yoio of the 

dimenniono of labor migration in Egypt, with tho view of generating a 

comprehanoivQ pernpoctivo that would nonint In idontifying appropriate policy 

intorvention. and evaluating current pollcion. 
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Difficulties Encountered: 

The major difficulties involve obtaining consistent and complete data 

aeries on many aspects of labor migration. An enormous amount of time and 

effort is going into the data gathering and "cleanina." 
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Attachment A: Egyptian Lahar Migration 

SuggcGted Title: 

!Ueration and EU'l'ployt~ in Con3tructionz . 
Critical Factors in Development 

I. Introduction 

IS! This will be a brief statement of the issues and the content of the 
AI( paper. 

11. Employment and development patterns in £sypt: overall and in construction 
.ector 

AM A. OVerall patterns of employment in Egypt 

AM B. Patterns of investment and their significance for construct{on 
IS! activity 

111. The relations of construction activity to the rest of the Egyptian 
economy. 

AM-RS! A. Input-output and capital foning interrelations of construction 
with the rest of the economy. 

B. Distribution ~f construction in the Egyptian economy 

1. Sectoral 

2. Relative importance of major projects 

3. Geographic 

AM IV •• ~terials. cnpncity and foreien exchange as tonstraint. on construction 
activity 

HC V. Labor force nvnilabilitics i~ construction 

A. Characteristic. of labor force in construction And gr~lth 

1. S1'8 

3. Occupational Itructure 

4. Origina 

I. Patterna of recru1tment into dODeltic labor fore. 
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NC VI. Emi8rat'.~n of r.~nstructi!,,!1 worlc.er~ 

A. Overall patt~ruB of e::it:lgration 

I. !'migration of construcCion wodters 

1. Ovar~11 pattetns 

2. Recruitment 

3. Returneeil 

C. Re:lative wages snd effects on migration 

HC VII. ~pecial Policies Affecting Higration and Returnees 
jK 

A. Domestic 

~bor p,rmits, political environment 

S.con~nt practice. 

I. Foreign 

1. Saudi Arabia 

2. Libytt 

3. lCwait and Gulf 

4. Iraq 

Work permits 

Lava of nati,ouality 

aeaidence permits 

VIII. !ocia!' CC,Stl of Conl.ltr11ctioQ L.!f>or Misrati~j.!. 

(!~o\;. rentriction ot ul8cuulion to unique fl!lltura. of constructiou 
labor :.aovement) 

asIA. Emigrn'ion and wcgo in~r~aS(8 in con.truction aa 11 menna 
of adj\lctment by Egyptinn economy to international demands 
and pl:icat') - effectfi of pushing 10 much of the adjustment 
through a Dingle 8cctor 

1. On vagc coat. in the Bc~~or 

2. On r£lnt1v,.. coats of invcBtment 

3. On .tnbility of labor force and plannius probl ... 

4. On geatation periods in conltruction 

I, Other locial cootl 

1. On iacome dlltribution 

2. On rural-urban popUlation movoment. 
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3. Relative social versus private marginal products of conotruction 
labor 

IS! IX. !9cial Benefits of Construction Labor ~igration 

A. Improvements in 1,ndividual-!auly welfare 

Ne x. 
RS! 
AM 

B. Social v3lue of remittances in the form of funds - nominal 
verous shadow price of foreign exchange 

c. Savings patterns and the capture of oavings 

Conclus1.on 

A. Diotinctive features of construction migration in relation 
to total labor migration 

B. Implications of migration policies and patterns f~r Egyptian 
development 


