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rNTRODUCTION

The aginq o! modern populations
represents a major succe*s story
unfolding 1urjng the latter stag••
of the 20t~ ~entury. Through th~

efforts of t~th national and
international agencies, many
Societies have drastically recluclild
their rates of infant and mat.rocl
mortal it y, as wtPU as the incidence
o! infectious and parasitic
diseases. Thes. improvem.nts have
interacted with reductions in
fertility and advancf?ments in
education and health to produce
population. with increasingly
larger proportions ot oldtPr
members.

The most dr•••tic and
ileU-publici:::lfd .~.mple. 01
population awing have occurred in
the industriaUz.d nation. of
Europe and Horth America. In many
ca•••, however, countries hay. not
aged grac.fully. eelated
recognition of demographic and
socioeconomic chang.s ha. oft.n
re.ult.d in ad hoc and
inappropriate political responn.
on the national l.vel, with
consequent shortcomings and
~uff~ring on the community and
personal levels.

Today'. d.veloping nattona hav" the
opportunity to l.arn fro. pr.vtoue
and ongoing efforts and, one. th.
iSGu•• are mor. wid.ly und.r.loc~,

a long.r period to plan for lh.
inevitable strains of d.mographic
r:hange. Aging in l'IIost d"Y.loping
cQuntrivs h•• not y.t om.rv.d •• a
dominant social pheno••non. Th•••
nationa hav. tim. to ••••••
dIPl'IIographic projections, to
con.ioor structural chang.. in
social fnstitution. such ••
marriage .nd the t ••Uy, to cOllper.
end _valuat. prograMmatic r ••pon•••
alr••dy attltlDpted, Ind, in ahort,
to debet. i ••ue. b.Lor. th.y are
brand.d •• cri.... WhU. th.ir
1l'!\intuI1 rIP.pon••• "ill n.c.....rU..,
differ from thoa. adopted in the
past, d.veloping countrl.. can

v

benefit fro~ recent ad¥ances in
medical technology, health servic.
provision, and communlty support
eystllllllt.

In viev of the myriad problems that
continul' to con~ront d.v.loping
soci.th~., it se.ms unUk.ly that
aging iaBu... vill or should soon be
high prioritie. in national
dev.lopmont plans. How.ver, the
rapidi'll of chang. t.hat will occur
<and in nu.erou. cas•• ha. already
begun) requh·.. 8ignUicant lead
tim. lor planning, ••pwet8Uy in
countl'i•• vhlitr. quick-fix finane,iBI
1'II•••nolr•• will in all lik.Uhood b.
pr.cluded. B.yond the end••ic
probl.. 01 .on~tlry r ••ourc••, tho
moat taportant ehortcoming. that
d.v.loplng countrt.. no" hav. wtth
r.gard to th. agtng 01 their
p~pulatton. ar. thos. of awlr.n•••
an~ data. Tho tor••r has b••n
radtcally enhane.d by the work of
the Unit.d HeUona, both l.ading 'Jp
to ~nd going b.yond th. 1982 World
Cont.r.nc. on Aging in Vtvnna.
H.v.rth.l•••, a"ar.n... of t••u••
cone.rntn" oldwr populations
rella:na 10v in ••ny nations, .v.n
•• tho absoluto nUMber. of ag.d
double and tripII'.

Part of tho una"ar.n... st.~. 1rom
a 1.~k of u••ful data needed to
stimulat. and 8ub.t8ntt.tw
discu••ion. FIr too otten,
~t,U8ttca,1 infar'aUon on old.,..
populations is lUMped into I broad,
0pltn".ndecl category <••g., -60
y••r. and over-) vhich obacuros ih.
h.t.rogen.Du8 nature of a
population group that apan. mor.
than 40 year. of 11t.. Th. elderly
ar. at I •••t •• dlv.r~. aa you~g.r

*ge group. in ter.. at p.r.onal and
socl,l r••o 4"C••, h.'lIlth, living
errang••enta, and tnt..grailJn into
80clal lU.. Th. di.aggrogation of
shU.Uc. on old.r populations
r.v.a.. important d.mographic and
8ocioeconollltc differene.. that hay.
direct b.lring on PoUcY.lklng,
both pr•••nt Ind future.



The purpose of this report is
tvofold: to summarioz. detailed
demographic and socioeconoillic
atatist1cz ~h3t have been collected
cn C'lld~r ;::,,:pulati~ns in ::!::!
':h:"lelcpl:1g :.-ountrie:1; arod to
suggest 3r~as where additional
intormstlon IS ~e~ded for planning
and development purpos~s. For the
most part, report data come from
the lnternational Data Ba.. cn
Aging <mBA), which cOfllprise~

computeri:zed country fUe. coverin;
a vide variety of variables. The
IDSA is m~intain.d and updated by
the Center for Internati~nal

Research, U.S. Bureau of the
Census, in WAshington, D.C., and is
currently archived at the
Tnter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Re••arch in
Ann Arbor, Hi~higan. To portray
diUerl>'nclf. among oldl,)r
pOpulation., IOSA data ha". b••n
disaggregated as much .s pos.ibl.
into 5-yvar age groups" The'
statistics shovn in the app.ndhc
ta~l.s repre••nt only a small
porticn of the tot.l content. of
thlt roBA tUes.

Data for 11 of the 22 dev.,lopinQ
countri ... sptteifically examinvd 1n
this rctport 'S•• Figure I or
App.ndix A, Tabl. 1 fot" • Uating
of thv ::!::! countrie.) had already
been collectvd under 8 prior
res.arch agr••m.nt with the U.S.
Nationel Institut. on Aging-
£1.',.n addit.ional countrie. vel'.
eelected tor analy.ia ba.ed on
se~.r31 criterfat importance to
t~~ Agency for Int.rnetiona1
!".'Jelop"'ent~ datil availability) and
3 dVSlre to expand regional
r~pr.s.ntition <no Atriean
countri~s h$d been ••onq the
original 111.

Hc~t section. ot this report focull
only on data from lh••• 22
countri•• or a subset th.reot. Th.
appendix tebleu r.terred to Qt the
bltginning of c.rhin report
s.ctions iodic.te the countrt.. tor
vhich specific subjl'c:t-lllllltt.r dlat.

vi

art:> availabl.. In SOIl'l. report
sections <for example, those
dealing with d.mo9r~phic trenGs and
life Itxpectancy), aggregate
mea.ur.. for entire deyeloping
regions are also discu•••d. For
oth.r aUbject matt.r (••g., Hving
arr~ngem.nta and long-term care),
compareb1. cro8.cnation~1 data ar~

largely unev.UabIta, and discussion
is limited to eXisting informotion
ICJr particular countrilul. While
older populations tn the 22 nations
undOUbtedly shar. many common
characteristics with old.r
populations in other dltveloping
countries <.sp.cially in thflir
respectiyp geographic rIPgions),
international diUerenc•• do 01
course exist, and th~ reader should
be avar. that p.i'ticular conditions
found in 80m. or all of the 22
fiation8 cannot n.c••••rily be
extr.~ol.ted to the developing
world a. , whole.

As author••uch •• Hy.ra (1985)
hav. noted, any chronologieal
demarcation of age boundari.. is
op.n to dispute on ground. that it
poorly r.pr•••nta biological,
physiological, or I'v.n
psychological dimensions ot the
hu.an .xport.nc.. Attainml'nt ot
age eo may b. •• .xtraordin8ry in
parta 01 Atrica a. it 1.
commonplace in Scandinavia. tv.n
80, an international study ot old.r
populations reqUire. the u.. ot
80m. arbitr8ry .;. grouping. upon
vhich to b••• complrison.. In t.hi.
report, no aingle age category is
univer.ally chos.n to r.prenont old
"91': 8'1. nroupinga b.ing dtaeu•••d
80m.tim.. vary trom topic to topic,
otten ••• r••ult at dlt,
availabilit.y_ In v.noral, ho"ev.r,
the ·older· popUlation rotera to
persona !~ y.ar. old and over,
·.ld.rly· ret.rs to Ig.. 65 and
over, ~md the so-caUed ·old•• t
old¥ &r. tho•• ~ho have ~tta,ned

or 3urp8.awd age 7~.

There- Ire v••t difter.nee. in both
the qUlnUty aild quality ot



statistics reported by the variou.
countries. Th. United Nations haa
provided international
reeOMM~ndations for the
standar~i=ation of concepts and
definitions fer dat3 collected in
=S'l'lsuse~ an-=! g'JT"eys. In spite 01
th~£.,. n!?r~ are still vide
discrepancles in data collection
practices du~ to legitimate
d1.ffer£Oncl's of opinion regarding
"'hat is appropriate in varying
cultural contexts. As a result.
any attempt to compile standard
data across countries requires
consid&ration of whether and hoy
the reported data should ~e

analy:ed to achillv4P comparability.

The demographlc data In this report
have been evaluated by U.S. Census
Bureau analysts and judged to be as
representatIve as posslbl& of the
ttue sltuatlon In a gIven cou"ltry.
The data are :nternally consistent.
as well as congrl~nt '11th other
facts known about the country.
These data also have be~n checked
tor ext~rnal COn&l&tencYi Ulat IS.
compared v1th information on other
countries In the same region or
3ubreglon ~nd ~Ith those elsevhere
~t ~~pr~~I~dtely the same level of
t?conc.mIC "no I~C~I<ll developm.-nt.

Pro)~cted numbers ~nd ~roporticn8

of older populat)oos are, unl.a8
otherwise noted. thOS9 at the
:enter for :nternat1onal Res.arch
(erR), u.s. !3ufEl'aU ot the Cern.u8,
and &re ta5ed on empirical pettero6
",nd trvoo£;;f t.rtUlty. lftort.Uty.
,):'i,j '1111;1' Jtl,~n.

':"h. 5t~tlStlC$ on GOClo.conOIlIe'
..:t!,af 3Ctilil'rllH1C8 ant prlmiu·tly
r~ported by the countr)~.

thttm*i"1v~s, ~nd no evaluation
t~chntqvilil's have bert/tn applic1td.
Whale these f19ur~>; hav.. not
recenved t.h.....aluatlv. 8CI'uUn)'
glv9n to de/f,ographlc d.till, the CIR
has attempted to re.ol"e
d16crepancle. In reported
utotliStlCS -.nd to al1evli,lte obVIOY\1i
Intilil'roAtlooal conSIstencies.

vii



mGHUGHTS

D~HOGRAPHIC TRENDS

• Every month, ~he net bQlanc. of the
world'. olrl.Jtor population <ng•• 55
and over) inC'T'ea8.,,8 by 1.2 lIIillion
persons. Jf th1s 1ncrease. 80
percent occurs 1n developing
countnes.

• Today thftr9 ilr~ 310 ",l11ion older
persona in th~ developing world.
In less than three decades, there
'1111 be mnre than 1 billion ~

~ Th. popul.ti~~ growth rate for
persona ag.d 55 and ov.r in
dltv.loping countri•• (3.1 p.rcent>
1S three tImes as hIgh as in the
developed 'lor ld.

• By 2020, the older population. of
Indon...u,. ".)fico, the PhHippinlt8,
Kenya, and lRllny other nation. will
mor~ than triple their current 8iZ••

• The CarIbbean i8 the ·olde.te

dev.loplng region, 'lith 12 p.rc~nt

of population aged 55 and over.

• In lfto.t d..vl'1oping countrht., the
population aged 15 and over <the
·olde.t olde ) ia growinQI teater than
th.- old.r populaUon in g.neral.
Future expansion ot the olde.t old
'1111 bct .sptteiaUy pronounced in
A.ia.

URBAN/RURAL 01"£N510N5

• Rural ~re•• ar. ·old.r- <hav. high.r
proportion. of old.r population) th~n

urban ar•••, due larg.ly to country·
to·city migration ot younger adult••

• Vithin urban population., the
proportion ot vo.en aged 55 end ov.r
tends to be higher than that ot ••n.

vii i

LIFE EXPECTANCY and "ORTALIT~

• Aver:ag. Uf. expectancy at birth in
Latin A.erica ia 14 years high.r
than in Africa.

• Vo••n outlive 1Il.n in Virtually all
countries of the world. regardless
of the lev.l of ute expectancy.

• The nature of di..... in
developing countri". ie .hitting
fro_ coaaunicable to chronic.
Car~iQv••cul.r di...... have
b.co.~ the l••ding cau.e of
d••th in 31 countries throughout
Latin A.erica and th. Caribbean.

HEALTH and DISABILITY

• Huab.r~ ot di.abled persona are
lUutly to ri.e rapidly ••
~opu£.tion. gro~ older.

• E..rging 1I0rbidity patt.rn. in
dev.loping countries may r.quire
• roevaluation 01 health u.rvice*
and ••~vic. provi.ion.

OENDER and HARITAL STATUS

• Old.r wo.en outnusb.r .en in moat
countri••, and the dU:h"r.ntial
incr••••• sh.rply with ag••

• Widowhood ie • f.ct of Ufe for a
..ajori ty o,t wo••n ag.d 6e and ovl'tr.

• Th" tella:'e ahare of future older
populaUon. i. proj.cted to ri••
in soat developing countri•••



LIVING ARRANGEnENTS and LONG-TERn
CARE:

• Al though the fa.By nov provide.
complete support tor a vast
majority of older papulation in
devcploping ,countri••, tradition.l
support structure. are thought to
be eroding.

• The need tor long-ter. care
(vh.ther formal or infor.aU is
experIenced disproportiol'laHy by
women.

LITERACY and EDUCATIONAL ATTAIHNENT

• In 80..e countrie., fevel' than 1 in
10 older p*rsons can read and writ••

• Secondary-school co.pl~t10n rate. 01
2 percent or Ie.. are not uneo••on
~lIong older f.male populations.

ix

LABOR FORCE and OCCUPATIONAL
CHARACTERISTICS

• Nearly 70 percent of ..en continu. to
work a~t.r age 6S in countries such
a8 Banglad.sh and nexico.

• In spite of the worldwide trent: allay
froll ••ployment in agriculture, older
workers ar. heaVily concentrated 1n
this .ector. nanufacturing occupatIons
typically rank second 1n term. ot
nUMbers ot older persons employed.

SOCIAL SUPPORT OF THE ELDERLY

• The relattve weights of Society'~ malO

depend.mt grolopa--chUdn'n and the
elderly--are sh1!ting as tertihty
declines and mar. peopl. live longer •

• "any govern.ents nov or viII 800n fae.
the chldleng_ at extending .ocia1
.ecurity coyerage to more than a .mall
lIinority 01 their citizfPn8.



DEMOGRAPmC TRENDS

(Select~d data fOT 22 countries
appear in Appendix A. tables 1, 2.
and 3)

Older Population Graving Fastest in
Oe'/6'loping Countries

While the Yorld's total population
currently is graYing at a rate at
1.7 percent per year, th9
population ag.d 55 and ov~r is
increasing 2.2 percent p9r year,
and the number at persons agod 65
and over 2.8 percent annually.
Every month, the net balance 01 the
Yor:d's older population <55 years
and over) incre.s.s by 1.2 million
persons. nore than 80 percpnt at
this monthly increa••, al~o.t 1
mUUon persons, occur. in
developing countr!e., Yher. the
growth tate tor persona aged 55 and
ov&'r <:3.1 percent) is three tt•••
ao tigh BS in d.veloped countries.

Majority ot "'arId'. Old....
Population Liv." in Dttvttloping
Countries

Thwrct are nov 80.e 370 .UUon
pwople agttd :I:S and over liVing in
di'v4tloping countrie., repr•••nting
58 percent ot the world total in
this age category. OVetT the next
thrtt9 decade., the regional
dhst.ributlon ot oldG'1' population
'I'U change cons'derably~ by 2020,
thi. propor t'on tn d......loping
CCJntr1es IS projected to risi' to
72 pG'rcent. Ylth the 6bsolut.
n Jmoer (,\>xcelldlng 1 bUllon.

1

Persons aged ~5 and over in
developing oount~ies also outnumber
th.ir oounterparts in the
industrial nationa, by 13 p~roent

in 1988 <159 ..ilUon versus 140
mUlion, respectively>. In 2020,
the 65-end-over po~ulation tn
dev.lopil'lg countri.. is expected to
surpass 470 Million, Which will bv
more than double the number in
d.v~loped countrie••

Caribb.an is ·Olde.t· Developing
Region

AlIIong the world's developing
regiona, the Caribb••n has th.
high.at proportion (12 p.rcent) ol
popUlation ag4td ~S and OV4tr. Asta
and Latin Am.ric. hay••ore than 10
percent Bnd 9 p.rc.nt,
rfPsp.cU""'ly, with Alrtca a. a
whol. It 7 percent.

'rablt A. Puc.nt of Toul Popul.Uon 1n Older "II'
Grollptt 1988 to 2020

Hyun 6' yu" 15 yun
"'liS ov.r .nd ovu' lind OVIr

ASIA t988 10.4 4,' I. J
10005 12./3 /1.1 2.0
W20 11.$ 8.) 2.1

AfRICA 1988 1.0 2.9 0.7
200' 7.2 }.1 0.6
20Z0 IL2 ).6 1.0

LArIN AHIlRleA 1988 9.4 4.4 1.4
200' 11.4 ", 2.0
2020 15 .8 1.5 Z.1

CAA!ll8UN I'IU II .1 6.1 2.2
2005 I J.1 6.8 2.6
2020 18.7 9.0 J.J• ••••w ___~.____• _______••______._¥~__._~__.~~__. ____.~_.___

SOllre" I U.S. 1111...." ot the C.n,,,,, C.nt.r (or lnurnU10nat
R..."rch, InternUlond Ouo Btu on A81nll'



~he high percentage of older
populatIon in the Caribbean has
resulted fr~m a history of
;,;?lati'JeJy 10v fertility rates
::::mbinE-d .ith significant
emigration of young and working-age
adults. Although Africa presently
has the lowest pro~ortion of older
population, its growth rate for
ages S5 and over w111 be the
highest among vorl~ regions during
the next decade.

Wi thin developi ng regions,
diUering historical circumstances
have produced a vide rahge in
population age structure. Figure 1
portrays the diversity found among
the 22 countries specifically
examined in this report. Hong

2

Kong, China, and Singapore, with
lOll levels of past fertili ty, have
proportionally greater numbers of
people in older age groups than do
other Asian nations. As already
noted, Africa tends tn be younger
than other developing regions,
although Tunisia, 110;,occo, and
other Northern African nations have
aged more rapidly than many ot
their counterparts in Sub-Saharan
Africa and elsewhere. Uruguay is
outstanding among Latin American
nations. Decades of relatively lOll
fertility have combined with the
~m:;.ation of working-age
i ~C!. 'lduals to produce a Uruguayan
peculation that is nov aged by most
standards, lIith 22 percent of its
members ov~r the age at 54.

•..

r.-
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Many Older Populations to Triple in
Si:o:. by 2020

During the next three decadQs,
percent growth in the older
populations of the 22 study
cc~ntries will range from 25
percent in Uruguay to 282 percent
in Costa Rica. The latter
represents nearly a quadrupling of
the number of older Costa Ricans by
2020, compared with a projected
total population (all ages)
increase of 74 percent. Absolute
numbers of persons aged 55 and over
will more than double by 2020 in
all nations except Uruguay, and
..,ill more than triple in 10 of the

22 countries (Figure 2), In some
instances, the ~b~olute numbers are
staggering: China 310n. \lill
witness an increaoe of 7S lIIillion
persons ag~d 55 and ov~r by the
ye..r 200S, and another 139 million
froll 2005 to 2020. India's older
citiz.nry will increase 123 million
by 2020. Nations with relativel}'
lov percentages of older population
today tend to have larger projected
perc~nt increases, although the
cases of Sing~po~e and South KorpQ
show that there are significant
exceptions•

Fipre 2.
Percent mCr<!&se iD Population
Aced 55 and OYer: 1988 to 2020

ASIA
Indonesia 236
Sincapore i34

Phillp~dDet 217
Thailand 206

South lore/. I"
Banctadesh Ita

India 175
Turkey 172
ChiD, 162

Hone 1011I 148
AFRiCA
K4j~' 271

Zimb.11m 220
Morocco 198
Tumlii 168
Walawl 151

LAW !MERICA t CARIDDIAN
Com Rici

Mexico 218
Brazil 2US
PeN 211

Guatema.l& 190
Jamaica 129
Urupay "'25 ...

0 50 100 150 200 250 300
Percent
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Median Age to Rise in All CQuntries

Another yay to think ot population
agin~ ;z ~o consicier a society's
median age, the age that divides a
population into numerically equal
parts ~! younger and older persons.
for example, a median age of 25
years indicates that the number of
persons under age 25 equals the
number vho have already celebrated
their 25th birthday.

The current median age of countries
in ~his study ranges from 19 years
i~ Kenya to 33 years in Uruguay,
vith all but a fev nati~ns under 25
years. Dur1ng the oex~ three
decades, median agos vill rise in
all countries; "ith typical gains
of S to 10 years. The increase
lIill be least 1n Sub-Sahar'in
African countries; and greatest in
East and Southeast Asia~ half 01
all persons 1n HOl:g Kong and

Singapore vill be over age 4S 10
thli" year 2020, a rise in mediAn a;~

of more than 14 years relative to
today (Figure 3).

Older Age Grours Have Varying
Grovth Rates

Within the broad popUlation ag~d SS
and over, narrover age groupings
display differential growt.h rates
over time. In a given country,
these differences may be due to the
effects of past vars, natural
disasters, or fluctuations in
fertility levels ~5 or more years
ago. Because the 'older old' oiten
have different needs than do the
'younger old' <in terms of economic
support., health services, long-term
care, etc.), an anticipation 01
varying growth rat.es with1n older
populations .is important to both
short- and long-term planning in
dflv~loping nations.

Figure 3.
Median Population Age: 1988 to 2020
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Fieve ••
Population Chance in Br:utl. t4orocco.
and Indonesia: 1988 to 2020

In th~ 22 study countries, as In ~C$t

developing nations. the neYot tvo
decadF's .,,111 see generally higher
growth rates in the 65-to-74 and
75-and-over population segments
relative to the 55-to-64 year old
category 'Figure 4), However, from
:005 to :0:0, average annual growth
among the S5-t.o-64 group "ill be
higher than during the preceding
period for 19 of the 22 countries,
and will oHen outpace ..:hanges in
the older age groups. Between 2005
and 2020, the absolute number of
persons aged 55 to 64 viII more
than double in Rangladesh,
Indonesia, 110rocco, Tunisia,
:';imbabve, and Jamaica, while six
alha!' nations ."ill hav&' increases
of 85 percent or more. These
increases in the future populatio~

aged 55 to 64 will reflect the
large cohorts born between 1955 and
1965, persons who "ill begin to
svell the older ranks of their
national populations after 2010.

Oldest Old Nov Groving Faster Than
Other Older Age Groups

At the aggregate level in beth
developed and developing countries,
numbers of persons aged 75 and over
are increalSing mor" rapidly than
those aged 55 to 74 tears. On a
regional bas1s, the growth rat. of
the oldest old population is nov
higher than that tor \\ill old"T ages
(55 years and over) in Asia, Latin
America, and the Caribbean, and
will 1300n becc.... 80 1n Atrica as
Yell (Figure 5). Th. old"st old
today constitute 17 percent ot the
yorld's total population aged 55
and over (12 percent in developing
countries and 23 p.rcont in
developed nations). In many
countries, this age group is
projected to be the tast.at grOWing
component ot the older population
"ell into the next c~"ltury.
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"pre 5.
Aftrs,e Annual Growth Rate of Total. Older. aDd Old~!t Old PopulaUon. by RepOD: 1988 to 2020
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Unl i ke younger age groups, the
oldest old in dt?veloping countrit,s
art? fever in numb"r (45 million)
than in developed countries (60
million). As the JarO. birth
cohorts ot the past grow older in
developing countries, and aa lit..
expectancy continues to improve,
these absolut. numbers are expected
to balance at 71 million just
before the turn ot the century. By
2020, 61 percent <150 million) ot
the vorld's population aged 75 and
over vill reBid. in today's
dltvciloping nations.

Among the 22 study countrie.,
oldest old proportions ot the total
population range trom 1e.8 than 1
percent 1n several Atrican and

Asian nations to more than 4
percent in Uruguay. In aU
countries <except "alavi and
Zillbabve, vhere av"rage 1U.
expectancy 1·.malns low), the growth
rat_ ot the old••t old during the
ptrrlod 1988-2005 "Ul (txc••d that
of the 55-to-~4 age grQup. The
olde.t old .,Ul lncr9lul. lIiiore than
three till.. ae ta.t •• the young
old in Hong Kong, and more than
twice lUI t ••t. in China, Indonl.sia,
and Uruguay. Rapid grovth 01 the
old••t old .,Ul bli' tt:l.p4tciaUy
pJ·onounc.,d in Asia, 'lith Indon••hl
having the highe.t av.rage annull
grovth rat. ot all 22 countries in
both the 1988-200S and 2005-2020
tillle period. (6.2 p.rc&nt and 5.0
percent, rftspltctively).
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The Dynamics of Population Aging

PopUlation aging simply refers to
increasing proportions of older
persons vithin an overall
populati~n age structure. This
proceE£ ::z prhlarily determined by
fertility (bi rth) ;-ates, and
second~rily by mortality (death)
tates, so that populations, 'lith
high fert11ity tend to have 10'1

proportions ot older persons and
vice 'Jersa.

birth increases and overall
mortality decUnIPs, while fertility
initially remains high. Because
much of this mortality improvement
occurs among i~fants, more children
survive the early high-risk Y.8rs.
Younger popUlation cohorts expand
relative to older cohort.s,
therttfore contributing more ..eight
to lhe bottom of the pyramid.

rigure 6 illustrates three general
age-sey. profiles, one of vhleh
applies to most societies today.
These three profiles may also be
thought of as an historical
progression that societies may
experience as they age. ·Young­
societies tend to have high levels
of both fertility and mortality,
resultjng in an -expansive- age
structure resembling the shape of a
pyramid. As major infectious and
parasitic diseases are eradicated
and public health measures
proliferate, life expoctancy at

Whole populations begin to -age­
IIhen fertUitio declines and
mortality rates improve, especiallj'
at the adult ages. As younger
cohorts are r.duced in si:.. a
bulge bvgina to ri.. above the
bottom of the pyrallid, resulting in
a ·con~lr{ctiv.· structure. At
this point, societies onen make
progr... in reducing mortali ty at
older llge., and oldttr populatlon
campon_nle shov slight. increasrts.
Hov.ver, the large.t population
cohorts are still in young or
mid-adu1\thood, and thV' pre.t'nclt of
so many vumen in their prime

Ficure 6.
Three frimeraJ Protues of Ale Composition
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childbearing y.ars rais4l'. thtt
possibility of a -baby boo. echo·
vhich could add girth to th~

bottom of the age pyramid. Some
je\leloplr.~ countries (e.g.,. China
and ~r~~u~y) ar~ many years 1nto
~hlS aglr.~ process. vhlle others
(8angladesh, Zimbabwe) continuw to
have high Invels ~t t.rtil1ty .hich
.,,111 prec:lude significant
population aging in the forc•••ble
future.

At the other end of the spectrum
are ·old- (near stationary)
societies such as Sved.n and th.
Fed.ral Republic: 01 Germany, which
have had 10v lerttUty and
mortality lor dltcadtt.. With total
fertility rates ••11 blPlov thl'
replac4Pment level 01 2.1 children
pQtr voman, succ••aivlP s ••U birt.h
cohorts have contribut.~ to larg.
and incr.asing old9r proportions in
such eountri91i1. Over U••, .g.
structur•• in th.stt soci.tit•• 10••
their pyrallidlll dial.Slaton. and tend
toward a rectangular shap••

8



URBAN/RUIW:. DDlENSIONS

<S.l..cted data for 20 countries
appear in Appendix A, table. 4, 5,
and 6)

The global population living in
cities more than doubled betw••n
1950 and 1975, and th. world's
urbanization sine. 1975 haa
lllaint.in..d a rapid pacl'. Chang. ie
e.p.e1ally evident in d.vl'loping
countrioe, and aU.ct. .11 portione
ot a givltn population to $011.
ext.nt, including th. /tld.rly.
Itassiv. rural-to·urban migration 01
younger pltraona tn a••rch 01
employment haa ott.n been bl"ed
Lor draining rural ar... 01
much-needed ~UI'llBn and financial
capital Lor dev.lop.ent. Th.
que.tiona moat oft.n .ak.d now al"l'
whether the ur.~i.put.d trend toward
mol". urbani::e'd 80CS.U•• will el.o
leed to ••rious tenstons and
conflicts 8110ng gttn.raUona, and
whether traditional 8upport .yattt••
for thlt agetd 1dll v...ku in the
tae. ot changing Boctal atructuroB.

9

Older Population aecoming J'lorv
Urban

Throughout the world, the old.r
population biteallllt mor. eoneaontrat.ed
in urban ar••8 during the 1910's
and early 1980'8, and this trend is
proj"cted to conUnu.. In
d.·.....loping r.gions, which .8 a
whole al"l' still predCl.inantly
rural, hpproxiaatttly 30 p.re.nt of
thtt population agttd 60 and oy.r
rtt.id.. in urban ar.... This
proportion i. proj.ct.d to ri.. to
40 percQnt by th. y••r 2000 CUnitwd
Hation. O.part••nt 01 Int.rn.tionel
£00n08io and Soclel Aftaira, 198:5).
Countrt4t8 in South Asic and Alrica
er. UklPly to "u.n••• the lIoat
rapid g"ina, a. thell. regions ar.
nov .xpltr~.nclng th.lr p••,k rat••
01 urbanhzaUon.

Within urban popu18tion., the
proport:lon of vo••n ag.d ~S and
ovltr ~.nd. to b. higher than thet
ot ~.n. For .xe.pl., mol'. than 10
pttrcttnt 01 urban 1••Rl. Turk. ar.
ovttr ag'. ~4, yeraus 8 pere.nt 01
urban ••1... F•••l .. proportion.
in the 22 .tudy eountri.. er.
unUorllly higher In LaUn A••rica
and A.h~ C.XCttpt aangled.ah), but
uaually 10".1' than that ot ••n in
African countrie.. Th. c.u.e. of
th. gttnder and rttgional di.pariU.a
ar. not ••11 und.ratood, although
th. forl••r .ay b. r.lat.d to th.
moy•••nt 01 widows froa countryaid.
to city, for r •••ona ot proxiaity
to chUdrttn and/or .erviett. rllter
th. loa.. 01 a spou... OUfer.nee.
aaong (lountri.. ar. Ulu8trab-d by
thtt urb~n ••x rattoll Cnuab.r 01
older ••n p.r 100 oldttr wo••n) In
Flgur. 1.
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Hovev(U", Rural Populations Still
~Older· Than National AV4trag••

Ficure 8.
Perceot.qe 01 PropulaUOJl 10 Rural Areal

40 50 eo 70 80 00 100
P.,~t

. " .
///111/'1//11/ 11'f/'II/'fl,r;{,

O....a.au"",.............
.,.... 11I ..................a

at

• ew-

/11/1//' IIIIII! ./111/.1'/11 ,},t
. '

india. lUll

1".14". urn

IndoGt'Jtl. 1geO

Although today'. older ('~ y••r.
and oVG'r) population. ar.. b.colling
lf1creasingly urban Uk. popul.tion.
1n g.n.r81, rural 81'''•• l·....in
disproportionately olderI' in ao.-t
r.:ountritNI (F'gur. 8). tn othl'r
words, the proportion ot the old.r
population that r ••ide. in rural
ar••• iw higher thaN the proportion
ot the tot.l population that i.
Turel. Thi. ie largely 8 r ••ult ot
the migration 01. young adtdt. to
urban ar•••, .nd in 80.. c••••, ot
.."turn migration ot old.r adult.
troa urban ar... b.ok to rural
homes. Th" ttxceptiona are pri••rUy
In Latin Amerlca--Uruguay, Coat.
Race, and Quatem~!.-- where older
residfil'nt,. are 1101". likely than the.­
populetaon 88 a vhoh. to live in
urbail liettlngs. ThiS IS also tru.
ot older "omen (but not men' In
TuniSia and Zimbabw••
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Older nen P~rticularly Likrely to
Li'le in Rural Ar9as

ThE!' oldC'r male population in Asian
countries is less likely than
younger lIen to live in u~ban areas,
and the disparity between young and
old widens as age increases among
the latter. The difference is most
striking in South Korea: whereas
51 percent of all Korean lIIen live
tn cities, only 39 percent of men
aged 55 and over and 29 percent of
~en aged 15 and over reside in
urban locales. A similar pattern
is found among th~ African nations
tn this st.udy and especially in
Kenya, where the total male urban
proportion is 11 p.rc.n~ vhU. the
corresponding fSgure for oldta'at old
men (75 years and ov.r) is les8
than 8 percent (Figure 9). Aa
indicated before, t~. gen.ral
pattern doe. not alvays h~ld true

in Latin America. However, a
recent analysis of n.xiean data
(Ham-Chand., 1986) found a sex
ratio of 104 in rural areas for
both the 65·14 and 15·84 age group,
which underncor~D th. general
finding that the l.male
preponderance typically •••n at
older 8g•• is modUhlld by rural
re.idenc••

The picture tor older vomen is les8
consiat.nt. WhUtt 80"1' countrht8
regiatttr the dltcllning proportions
noted ••ong men, thttr. is 01t.~

litUe dUlttrttncfP in 1t")81.
re8idttncllt by rag., and sam. nations
(furkffy, Tunisia, Brazil) hlv.
urban conCttntrations 01 women th~t

ri•• vith inertt••ing &g••

Figure 9.
Percentace 01 KAle Population in Urban Areas
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Rural Aging Has !llpUcations for
Agricultural Productivity

Rural ~t ~-urban migration, and the
resultant aging ot producers in lav
capital-int.ensive agricultural
sectors, implies a potential
lovering of labor productivity In
many societies, and highlights the
pressure that rural aging ••y exert
01) food supply stabUity. And as
F'argues (1986) points out, ev.n
migration betveen rural areas can
e:cert si~Har pressure.. For
example, the Ivory Coast was
requlred to increas. ita cereal
imports by 250 pereent betw••n 1914
and 1982. Th)8 vas partly due to
the Nov.~ent of young M'grants troM
the north CVhlCh 18 devoted largely
to subslst.nett tarlilng) to the
south ot the co~ntry, vhere they
became pl&nters ot .~port crop.
such as cocoa and cott•••

The con.enaus to date 18 that rap1d
urbanization 1n dltvltloping
eountrl.~ has had a liar.
d.let.rioua lttfect O~ urban Ie
oPPo.ltd to rural ttld••ly. The
g~ovth ot urban .conoate. haB
incr••••d f'lIploylllent po.e.ibtUtht8
outside th~ hOIl. tor vo••n •• veIl
a•••n. Hov_ver, there is IIttl.
relatton blttve.n urbanization and
labor tore., partictpation at older
aglt. CHar tin, 1981). Rather, the
nltv (teonolltc opportunitie. hav.
mainly accru.d to younger vorkora.
Traditional teeUy caregtv4tr. otten
enter and r••atn in the vorkfDrce,
lhttreby COMplicating the PTovt.ton
ot car. tor elderly t••tly •••bera.
Unl••• the latt.r have a vork
history of govvrn••nt ••rvtce, they
a..·• ut.Ukttly ~o quaUfy for penston
support, and ar. 1I0r. Ukely than
other population ••g.ente to
r.quire 80a. tara ot .conoa1c
•••istance.

12

At the same time, urban housing may
be poorly suited to traditional
ext.nded-family arrangements,
th.reby forcing a choice betv••n
limited privacy and alternate m.,ns
of sh.ltor. -The 10s8 of status
and est.em, displace••nt in
unfavorable housing oondi tiona, and
th••x()lusion froi> economic
production proces... combin. to put
th. old.r population in urban
a.ttinge in a .argina! posiUon­
CAAJA, 198:5).
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LlFE EXPECTANCY AND MORTAIm

AvC!'ragC!' life expvctancy at birth in
today's developing world stands at
59 years, 19 pereent lo~er than the
average of 73 years in developed
countries. As Figure 10 shows,
though, the developing couhtry
~vvrage .asks an e~orQOu. range
among individual nations. Lit..
expectancy in Hong Kong, Costa
Rica, and Jamaica rivals or
surpasses the level. found in the
United State., France, and many
other industrial nations. In
certain Asian and Sub-Saharan
African countries, on the other
hand, the level hovers around SO
years. A newborn in Hon; Kong
today can look forward to 30 more
years at lif., on averag., than can
a baby born in "alawi.

LUI' Eltpectancy in Developing
Regions High9St in Latin America
and the Caribbean

On an aggregate regional basi~,

lile- expectancy at birth is highest
in Latin Am.rica (67 y••rs) and the
Caribb.an (66 years), and is
projected to remain so beyond the
yelu' 2020 (Table B). The Asian
avltrage (excluding Japan) is G
years lower than that of Latin
~m.rica, whUe th. African av.raglli
ia leu8 than 53 years. Regions
with the lowest present levels are
expec:tud to show the most future
improv8'lIent, in both absolut. and
rttlat.tv. t.r•••

Ficure 10.

Life Expectancy at Birth: 1988
(In years)
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Table B. Estimated and Projected Life Expectancy at
Birth. by Developing ReSlon: 1988 to 2020
'1 " years)

1988 2005 2020

Asia 60.7 66.6 70.9
Af rica Sl,6 59.8 65.2
Latin Amerlca 66.8 11. 7 74.5
CUibbun 6S.8 70.2 73.5

~---~------------------------------------~----------Source: U.S. Bure.u of the Census. Center for
International Reseerch. Internatlonal Daca
Base on "girtg.

Wo.en outlive 1IIen in virtull11y 811
countries of the world. aore 80 in
developed than in de~~loping

eountrhtB. In Uae latter, the

14

f •••l. 8dvantag. i. uaually in the
3-to-6 y.ar rang., and tend. to b.
gr••t ••t in E••t and South••• t Asia
and in Latin A.erica <Figure 11>,
The typical worldwide pattern ia
r.ver.ed in a f.w developing
soci.U.. of south Aai. and th.
Kidd)e Ea.t, wher. a number of
cultural factors <••ong th•• low
1•••1. social statu., preference
for .al. V.~8ua t •••le oftapring,
~nd gender dtflQrences In the use
01 ..edical {acUtties) ue thought
to contrtbute to htgher male than
~~~.le ltt. expectancy at btrth.

Given the g.nder dillerenU.1 in
longeVity, it i. not 8urpri.ing
thet in .o.t countri••, fe••l.
MortaUty rat•• ar. lo".r than m.le
r.te. lit pracUcftlly aU .g••,
including older ag.a. A. shown in
F'1gur. 12, this pl'tt.rn holda
rogartUIt.. ot the pr.vaUing l.v.l

-e.6
IU

IJDJ~.'Npeti.mu"." 4.e
·'.'dlm'd.'..,4.'OW'*P."·",4,t

3.7

-3 ...2 -I 0
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F1cure 12.
Mortality Rates: 1988
(Per 1,000 population)
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ot lit" "xp4tctancy. Thtt r.lative
gend..r diftllrcmce. tn ~eru and
Jamaica are si.Har, even though
Bv.rag\? Ufe expect.ncy in the
C.ribb.~n nation i~ 15 years higher
than in Peru.

Life Exp~t.ncy at Older Age. nay
Improve F••t.r Than at Younger Ages

part to reduction. in hltart di•••••
and stroke ••ong .iddle-ag.d and
older adults. In thll United
Stat••, far ex.~pl., th. average
nu.b.r of y••rs of IU. r •••trting
at age 65 tncr••••d 1S p.rc.nt
(fro. 14.3 to 16.4 y••ra) during
th. p.riod 1960-80, whU. Ute
expect.ncy .t birth incre.sed only
6 p.rcltnt during the •••• period.

When Ii nation'. infent and
childhood Ja;)rtaiity re.ch
relatively low IIlV.18, longeVity
gains in older seg.ent. of the
population begin to as.u.e gre.ter
ov.rall "eight. In the
industriaUzed world, incr••••• in
life expectancy at oldltr ag.. ar.
no\; outpacing incr"••u•• in Uf.
expltctancy at birth, du. in 18rg~

Although tht. ph.no••non i. not y.t
vid••pl"tlI.d in d17v.,loping regiona,
th. proporttonr.l incr.III•• in 111.
expectancy et ao. SS i8 IIIpproaching
(or h.. alr.ady .urp••••d) th.
relative incr•••• in lU.
expvctency at birth in 80me
d9veloping co"ntrie8. Data tor



Costa Rica (Table C) show that froa
1973 to ! 980, feWlale life
expectancy at age S5 increased at. a
faster rate than fe~ale life
e.>xpecta:1cy at bir'th, "hUe the
r~Ver5e vas true for men.
£stim~tes tor 1987, made on the
basis of empirical trends in
mortality, indicate that dUring the
1980-87 period, gains at age 5S for
both sexes were gr~at~r than the
corresponding improvement at birth.
Data for Indonesia, on the other
hand, suggest that this shift has
yet to occur. Indont'sia's overall
Hfe expeoctancy at birth of around
50 in 1976 lett significant roo.
for improvement, and the 1976-86
proportional gains at birth
remained larger than those at age
55.

Major Caus.s 01 Death DUfer by
Region

Intorlll8tion on apecitic C8IUS.,. of
death among the elderly var~e~
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enormously br region and country,
in terms of both co.pleteness and
accuracy of reporting. Data from
Latin Ameri~a and the Caribbean are
thought t.o be the lIlost It,1!abl.,
'1hU~ figurl'. froft Asia and Africa
("hEm available) include large­
numbers of d9stha attributed tQ
unspecifi"d caU~.8. On the b:asis
of existing evidence, it. appears
that the Majority of death. among
older populations in most at Africa
stem from infectious ~nd parasitic
dises.v.., wh4P:reus in Latin Am4Prica
and the Caribb.on, the leading
causes are cardiovasculzr dis9aees.
Thtt sit\lltion in d"v.lcping Asian
countrht8 seltlll. to b. mhn,d1 in t.he
Philippine., for examplG',
co••unicebl. dis•••e. ar~ said to
b. a sUghtly gr••t.r caus. 01
death than cGrdiova8cular diseas••
at ag.. 60 to 64, but thereafter
cardiovmocular diD..... aro more
important (ASEAN, 1985).

lable C. Percen~ Change in Life Expectancy at Birth and
at Age 55, Costa Rica and Indonesia

Life Expectancy Life Expectancy
at Age 0 at Age 55

-----"..----------
-------~-------Male Female Male Feill4le

Costa Rica
1973 66.2 70.2 20.7 22.8

( Percent change) (5.7) (t" .8) (3.9 ) (7.5)
1980 70.0 75.1 21.6 24.5

( Perce~t change) (3.4) (4.3 ) «•• 7) (6.9)
1987 72.4 78.2 22.5 26.2

I ndone s 18
1966 37.4 40.0 11.9 13.7

(Percant change) (31.6) (29.8) (3101) 09,7)
1976 49.2 51.9 15.6 16.4

(Perc.!nt change) (13.0) 03.) (9.0) (11 .6)
1986 55.6 58.8 17.0 18.3--------_..---------------- -----_..._-----

Source: lI.S. Bureau of the Census, ce~;;;-;~;-~~;;;~~;~~~~~-
Research, Intern~tional Data Base on Aging_
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Cardiovascular Diseases Paramount
10 Lat1n America and Caribbean

A recent P~~ American Health
Organizaticn CPAHO) analysis
suggests that vhile the transiti~n

from traditional agricultural
societies to industrial urban
societies contributes to increaa.d
longevity and higher standards 01
living, this transition alao
endangers individual h••lih in a
nUMber 01 ways. A pri•• exaapl. is
~h. shift toward chronic dise•••
patterns in developing societies.

Cardiov.8~ular dis•••e. have beeo••
the leading overall eau.e of death
in 31 countries throughout Latin
A••riea and th. Caribb••n (PAHO,
1986). A~ong p.rsona aged 65 and
over, this has b••n true sine. at
least.the lat. 1970'. (Tab1. D).

Figure lJ d••~nstr~t•• the
ificreasing rates 01 cardiovascular
dis.as~ that accompany aging in
select.d countries. Of further
inter.at here are differences
betve~n countries, vi~h higher
incidence apparently correlated
with gre.t-.r levels 01 urbani%~tion

and industrializationt rate. in
Costa Rica and Uruguay approac~ and
at so.e ag.. exce.d those in the
United Stat••, while incid.nc~ in
countries such as GU3t•••la and
Peru·i. such lov.r. Th9 potential
combined effect of growing elderly
populations and incr.a.ing nu.ber~

01 deathe due to cardiova.cular
dis.... could b. one of heightened
morbidity and rapidly escalating
health coat••

Table D. Five Leading Causes of Death for Persons Aged 65 and
Over, by Rank Ordar and Subregion, Around 1979

Northern
America Caribbean

Middle
America

Temperate Tropical
South South

America America

Diseases of
the heart 1

Malignant
neoplasms 2

Cerebrovascular
disease 3

Influenza and
pneumonia 4

Accidents 5

Diabetes
mellitus

1

2

3

4

5

1

3

4

2

5

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

5

-----------------------------.._--------~---------------- ------
Sourc~: Pan Ameriean Health Organization, 1982, Healtl,

Conditions in the Am!ricas 1977-1980, Washington,
DoC., p. 123.
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Cancer Also on th~ Rise

The PAHO analysis also reveals that
in 110S+. ::ountries of Lat·- America
and the Caribbean, the lncidence 01
malignant neoplasms (cancers) shows
a di~tinct upward trend. On th~

baSl:l e:t d&,t.uled studH~S 10 se ... !?n

countries f neoplasms are nov seen
as a leading and increasing cause
of death in each nation, especially
in the 45-to-64 and 65-and-over age
groups. The regional increase in
!ILt? expect3ncy al.so rlas resulteod
ina greater incidence of diabfftes
Melli tus, which disproportionately
affects older persons. Diabetes is

sometimes ·accompanied by
compl1caticns (vascular, renal,
periph"raU l'equlring con.ld.rabl~

resources for proper car~: this is
further aggravated by the frequent
association of diab"tes with other
Chr::101C d1seases" (PAHO. 1'3861.

Hospitalization data from Venezue1a
portray th. average length of stay
for diabetes as 22.6 days,
reflecting the medical costs
involVed in caring for this
diseaslt.

Figure 13.
Crude Death Rates frOID Cardiovascular DiS1!iS-dS
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BFALm AND DISABIIlI'Y'

For some ti••, the prevailing viev
a.ong social scientists has been
that modernization is inversely
related to the Bocial statu.,
health, and ge-n.ral n·U-blting 01
older populations. Mov.ver, the
data necessary to test this
hypothcpsis are as y.t insu1ticient,
and int.r~nc~8 can be drawn fro.
existing studies to both support
and deny th. basic cont.nticn. The
~ajor qu••tion that re.earchers now
s••k to addre.. is whether or not
older population. in d4tv.loping
sochttht. will show the s ...
pattorns 01 h.alth and vell-b.ing
aa tho.. that ~av. ..erged in the
develop.d world.

The h.alth statuB 01 the eld.rly In
developed countrlQa ha. b••r fairly
v911 docu••nted. eras.-national
studi•• show 'th.t a largtt asjority
ot persona aged 6~ and ov.r have at
l •••t on. chronic health probl••,
but that ~h... probl••a ar. ..rioua
impedimvnta to daily liVing for
only a lDinorlty. An ...ti••ted 60
percent 01 older,
non-instit\llUonaUzed adult. have
no signUicant functional
iMp8irm.nt, and hav. a aatiGtactory
l ..v.1 01 ".U-b.ing. Approxl••t.1y
8 p.rccpnt ~1 old.r popUlation. ar.
seriously 1~pair~ and d.~ndent on
ctxtllnaiv. 8upportiv. car.., vhU...
t.o 6 pltrc.nt IIr. institutionaUz.d.
So... ct"id.nc. .ugg.st. that lin
addi tiona. , to 8 p.r~nt 01 oll'!.r
cOIIDunity rtt.id.nt.a ar. 80 iap8.rfPd
that th.y .ight acr. approprillt.ly
boo c[ll~ ..d for in institutions
("~ddox, 1982). Stud~•• 1I1ao ahow
that vo••n hev. high.r rat.. 01
ne.d for •••iat.nc. 'lith IIctivitie.
01 daUy Uving (ADL> than d~ ••n
CH.ikKin.n .t al., 1983). An
i.portent tinding that ••~rg.a lros
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th. _any studies in developed
cO\l'/tri.. is the large extent to
which indicators of health and
veU-being are si.Uar 8110ng older
populations of dillerent naA,iotHz.

"uch 1••• ia known about th. h.alth
and h••lth probl... 01 old.r
popUlations in th. d."oloping
world. Given the ai.n.riUe.
found asong th. eldl'rly in various
develop.a nationa, th.r. i. 80••

b••i. lor enUcipaUng lurther
si.Uarity in dttv.loping countri•••
Hovev.r, the lack 01 I'xt.naiv.
••dicel r.porting .yat~.. and
dotenI'd lIurv.y intor.aUon
pr"clud. d.'initivl' co....nt.. Th.
r ••ulta 01 on. atudy, TheUand'.
".alth ~nd V.lllr. Survey 01 1981,
otl.r lIltl•••t • hint 01
si.narit)': the aurv.y found rat••
of ••11-r.~port.d ""U-blting (S8
percent> and di••bUity (7 p••'c.nt)
that ar. quit. cl0•• to tho•• 01
eoat d.vl'lop.d countri•••

Ad~'Utionllll indiollltiona 01
d.vl'lop.d-d.v.loping ay••otry in
h••lth p.'t.t.rna ••ong oldlltr
populattor•• 00•• froD an .nely.ia
01 survey. sponsored by the World
H••lth Organiz.tion in tour nation.
tn A.i. and Oc••nia Ul81aysia,
Phtllppin.ml, the R.public of Kar••,
and FijU. Th. r ••••rch .:lCa.in~d

population .ubgroup. con.truct.d on
the b••ie 01 probabiUtt•• 01
h.ving certein functional and
h••lth .tlltU•••, and concluded that
• nueber 01 the b••to .g., ••x,
1I0rbidity, and di••bUU.')f
•••oci.tion. .found in the tour
dev.loping countri.. .x-. _irrored
in the elderly population 01 the
Unit.d Stot.. (".ntont "y.ra, and
Amlre..., 1981).



The Thailand survey data further
reveal that the morbidity level of
the eldEilrly <in this case, those
aged 60 and o'H..r) IS significantly
higher Ulan the nationat average
iFlgure :41. The proportion at
per30ns reported ill vas 14 pe~cent

tor the elderly versus 8 per~ent

for the popu' lIon as a 'thole, and
the elderly experienced l~nger

durat.l0ns of 1llness. The level ot
hospitalization for the elderly is
slightly higher than the national
norm. Also of interest is that
nearly 40 percent of the elderly
habitually saoke, veraua 29 percent
of th. total population aged 11 and
over (Chul~longKorn University
Instl tute . . ., 1'3es).

aflnd"r Differences in ".alth Vary
by Country

PrltUminary data tros II r8l cemt Pan
American "••lth Organization h.alth
survey in Coata Rica show pattvrne
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of gender-related difference. with
advancing ag. in til. abUi toy t.o
perfor. l1IctiviUe. of daily liVing
(AOL> that are akin to tho•• found
in the United Stat•• and Europe.n
nations. On the other hand, the
World Health Organization surveys
mentioned above found fev
consistent or systeMatic gender
diffttrenceil vith advancing age in
ability to periorll basic AD'.... The
on. chronic disabUity indicator
that vag strongly age-related and
consistently higher tor vo••n than
tor .en across all tour countries
IS cognlti\1e function. WhUe thiS
g&ndctr di.Uerenc8' lIIay reflect
differ'tnt!.! prflvalttnc::tt 01
Alzh.i••r's and other d•••ntia
disordel"S, tt aay aore hl1portantly
reflect cultural lactore such .a
lowvr f •••le educational attainment
and aor. restricted opportunities
to develop cognitive function.

Fira conclusions regarding
ditferene•• in h••lth ••ong th.
elderly in the developing vorld
cannot. be dr.tln froa the sClint
exiating data. However, the

Ffcure 14.
Heallb lnd1cators tor the Iiderly
and Total Thailand PopulaUon: 1981
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findings fro. th. Costa Rican
survey vis-a-vis the Asia/Oceania
studies do suggest that as
developing countries attain
relatively higher levels of HIe
expectancy and socioeconomic
development, gender di.f1erences !n
health and disability akin to thoa.
of developed natione begin to
ellierge <Ooty, 1986).

Numbers ot Old~!' Disabled Likely to
Rise Rapidly

The study of disability in
developing countriea is in its
infancy, but one current effort is
making gr&at strides tovards a
systematic accounting 01
international data and sources.
The Uni ted Nations Statiatical
attic. has creatfiPd iii statistical
and informational d~ta ba••
designed t.o assist hationa in
answering poUcy-related que.tions
about. the dfPscription f)f disability
and the .,e.d tor l.gislatton and
services (1). In addition to ita
many other functions, this data
balu~ vill b. of grctat UIlUit in
studying age difference. in
disabiU ty and in providing a
foundation tor projecting
disabUi ty burdens .aong future
c.lder populations.

Figure 15 shows the gender pattern
01. disability, by ag., aa
determined by the 1981 Burvey in
Thailand. Moat striking ar. th.
decrease in prevalence among vomvn
In mid-adulthood, and the rapid
rise in preval.nc••80ng older
members at both ••x... Figur. 16
il~ust.rateB t.he application ot
empirical gross dis.bUity rat•• to
the projected older population 01
Thailand. This stllplistic ex••pl..
assumes that diaabUity ratea tor
men and vom,PO m•••ured 1n 1981 will
remain constant in the futur••
Even vi th no provision tor high.r
rates ot. disability as the
population ag@B. th~ projected
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inc,f·••••• in abaolut. nu.bttrs 01
di••bl.d individual••r. alartling
in t.r•• 01 fctur•••rvic. and care
r.quir •••nta. And 11 rat9. of
dlsabUily at. old.r ag•• do in tact
increasQ as th.y have in d.v.lop.d
covntries, th. absolut. nu.b.r 01
dhl.bJ"d p9rsons will grow
accordingly.

Aging Populations R.quire Alt.red
HE",al th S.rvic••

Aging population. .ncourag. a
~e.YQluation ot h.alth s.rvlc•• and
• I'rvic. provision in d.Y.loping
countri... Thttr. Is Uttl. doubt
that. aging populations tac. a
changing array of h.alt.h prahl•••
and n••dod .ervic... Aa noted in
the ••ction on .0rt.Uty, the
chang. go.. beyond growth In .h••r
numb.r. ot old.r citizen. to th.
nature ot. predo.lnant iUn•••••
th.lIl.elY.a. O.c11ning birth rat••,
r.duction. in intant and ov.rall
mortaUty, rapid urbanization, and
incr••aing indu8triaUzaUon aU
contribut. to lh. rilling ineid.ne.
ot di...... Ind rl.k~ that
particularly att.ct the adult
populllUon.

The changing patt.rna ot. Bart.lit"
d.acrlb.d ••rU.r ar.; of COUI"..,

a180 Indicattvlf' ot alt.r.d pattltrna
oL morbidity, -uch at. which 18 nov
chronic and nonco••unie.bl.. Th.
Pan Allericen H••lth Org_nizeUon 1.
particularly conc.rnltd .bout
cardiov.scular di..... and
morbidity fro. chronto rt,.u••U••3
vi thin th. latter category,
lumbalgia and o.t~.u.cul.r

d180rdlitra al'l' pro.in.nt c.u••• 01
di••biUty, and chronic rheu••ti••
in g.n.rBl ia .aid to b. on. ot th.
gr••t ••t burden. tor h.alth car.
s.rvie•• in ••n)' LIUn A••rlc.n
countri•••

On. conah1l1tr'.Uon that co.pUcat••
h••l th ••rv1c. proviaion tn
developing countrh'. i. the larg.ly
rural charlct.r at .any aoei.tl•••

22

-Rural ar.a., having high.r
proportions 01 old.,. p.cpl., vould
obviously n.~ Nor. h~.lth car. for
lh••, y.t h.alth ••rvic•• t.nd to
conc.ntrat. in aor. urban c.nt.rs
and ar. auch poor.r in rural .r••••
In K.f1y.; for .xa"pl., 90 p.r(a~nt.

01 all phyaieian. Un the latt.r
1910".1 w.r. locat.d in urban
ar•••, 80 th.t only about 100
phy.ician. wor••van.bl. for 10
million p.r.lona in rural regions·
(Si_g.l and Hoovfu", 1962). The
Lour surveys 1n Asian and Q=~anla

countri.. ..ntion.d abov. ~on11r••d
th. btttt..r h••lth .tatu. 01 urb.n
v.raua rurDl ..ld.rly •

Thore ••••• to b. wid••pr••d
agr••••nt that the tuture
chaUeng•• tor health ayat••• in
deY.loping countries Ue in the
pravl.ion 01 long-titre c.r. and the
prev.ntion of riak tactora. "rn
de".loptngregion., th. ag.d ahare
with lh. young the ••••
.nviron..ntal condition. that lead
to exc••• MOrbidity Ind the ••••
poyerty. In oenltral, th.ir h••lth
n••da inyoly. 1... Int.rv.ntion for
acut. car. and more continuous clre
tor chronic at.t••" <H.1••1, 1985).
aeyond the provision 01 c.r. ,. the
needed d.Yll~lop..nt 01 aurv.Hlanc.
.yat•••, ••peciaUy with r.gard to
chronic cardiov••cular .pisod••,
and syat... to .valuat. the .11.ct~

at. pri••ry care actians aieed .t
h••lth pro.oUon and risk
prey.nUon (PAHO, 1986).

On the po.ittv••id., one advent.g_
that should accrue to h.alth
.yat••• in the dltveloping world i.
the develop••nt 01 t.ohnology in
a~r. dev.loped countrie.. 'The
po••ibUity th.t di••bUity rat••
.aong th...1d.rly are lov.red b)'

technologicl. and "duoationa1
••prove..nt., .a well ••
i.prev...nt. in h••lth, ha•••jor
policy '.pllcat.iona tor d.v.loping
countri••• <Ooty, ctt.d in ~ARP,

212, 1987). That i., whU.



developed countries may need to
await furth~r medieal advance. in
treatment and prevention 01 chronic
diseases in order to achieve
slgfiiflc~nt1y levered disability
rates among the elderly,
partic\\larly at advanced ages,
developing countries at least have
the potential to aehieve future
reductions in disability 16"ve18 aa
a byproduct of ov~rall

modernization.

(1) The United Nations Disability
Statistics Data Base has b.on
developed by the St.atlatical
OUiee, Departmerlt of Int.ernational
Economie and Social AUairs, 01 th9
United NaUons Secretariat, to
compUe in one location avaUebl.
statistics using a eo••on
conceptual framework. Th. data
b~ull. contain. infor••tion on
sourc•• at atatiaUcIJ on dilllabiUty
for 95 eo~ntri.. and ar... for
various years 1915-1986, and
statistics on disabled persona 1'ro,*
national c.n8U8••, surveys, and
other data sourc.. for 55 countries
and areas. At the pr•••nt ti••,
the complete data b... ia contained
on 17 tiv.-and-om.-quarter-inch 360
Kb disk.tt•• in Lotu. 1-2-3 for•• t
tor us.. on IBM-compaUble pel".onal
comput.rs with MS-DOS. Furth.r
information conc.rning data b•••
cont~nts and d!••emination ••y b.
obta1ned tro. Or. Mary eh••ie,
Uni tEi'd Nationa Statistical Otticlt
(21: -963·4941).
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GENDER AND MARITAL STATUS P.Me1. Proportion. to Ri.. in M08t
Countri••

"CUt i1.
PerctDt Chaqt 1D Paule Sbart 01 PopultUOD
Aced 80 ad OM: 1. to 2020

ASIA

Tho f •••t_ ahar. ot th. oldor
population .hould 1'18' 1n .oat
d.v.loping countrto. avor tho n.xt
thr.. doe.d••, auch that by tho
y••r 2020, vo.on 'Iill form th.
lIIajority ot aU old,tr populaUon.
1n tho 22 study countri.u. F1guro
17 ahow. that 'lith tho 9xc.ption of
Brazil Rnd ••v.ral nmt10na in E.at
and Southo••t Aaia, t.h.. proportion
of ve.on aaong tho total population
aQ~ 60 and ovor 18 proj_ctod to
incr..... Tho geins sro ••p.eiaUy
not.vorthy in A1rica. "uoh 01 this
ri•• i. attribut.bl. to ••sumptions
about an incr•••ing dUl.rttnthil in
;favor cd ~•••l. vl'rau. Ift.l. lifo
.xp.ct.ncy at birthl moat
d.lIOgraph,.ra oxpoct to .~. :t

patt.rn .'.Uar to tho pal'lt trond
ob••rv.d io d.v.lop.d countri••,
vhor. t ••Cllo gain. in lifo
oxpoctlncy hay. t.nd.d to outpac...1. adv"mo•••
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Wom..n consUtut. mcre.stng
Ilajortti•• ot grovtng old.r
populations in aU rt'glon. ot th.
vorld. a.cau•• ot high.r lUI'
exp.etanct.e at birth and low.r
8q.·sp.cUiC d..ath rat••, th.
p.rc.ntag. ot vom.n in 5·y••r .g.
cGhort. iocr...... with ag•• Thi.
h.s b••n th. historical patt.rn in
industrial n.Uons, and ia Uk.ly
to b. tht' c... in th.. d.v.loping
world •• w.U. Countri•• such .8
Uruguay, Hcng Kong, and South Karl'.
alr.ady exhibit th. g.nd.r
l-bal.nc•• at old.r 89•• that ar.
typical of mor. d.v.lop..d naUons.

(Selected data for 22 countri••
app.ar to Appendix A. tab!•• ?
and ~H

All but tour countr1es 1n th1.
~tudy have more vomen than ••n aged
60 Y~8rs and OVQr. B.n91.d.~h and
=~mbabv~ are tvo ot tn. exception.,
but In both ot the6lt naUon., the
proport1on tema!. shovs th. uaual
nsG' 'ill th Increiunng ag... In
Morocco and Tun'.l., on th. other
nand, the tema•• sherI' !!uctuatw.
or declines '11th ag.. The r ••son8
tor tt.1S <.lnomely aT. uncl.IU, 81ne.
other countri•• In Horth.rn Atrlca
do r.ot shoy a aimiiar pett....n. Th.
(elatlvely lOll htmaht proportIons
at older ages may b. r~l.t.d to
~lgratlon patterns or to ceneal
und4l'rreporllOg.



"arita1 Statu. Clo••ly Link.d to
W.ll~B.ing ot 01d.r PopubUon.

Harriage lincluding con••nau.1
union I 18 thtl lIIoat co••on statue
aMong tt.liP adult population. in thi.
report, and the con••naus of
.xisting r ••••rch ia that th.
married far. b.tt.r than th.
non~M.rri.d on II nueber at
d,.enslons· ·"conOIlI1C, social,
emotional. carfl~9l"'lng~-during the
progression through old.r IU.
(Plyer., 1986). A •• jor cone.rn in
many countri.. today i. th. l.ro.
'ner•••• in the nUMb.r of vidoved
per.one, particularly vo••n, vithin
old.r population.. In d• ..,.lop.d
countri••, the i••u.. revol".
around soutary Hying
arrang••ent., l~ck of p.n.ton
ben.tit., and co••unity support
llI.chant.... In th.. d.".loping
vorld, cone.rn focu••• on the
impact that urbanization and
..cono.1c dvvcrlop••nt ~Ul hay. upon
the ftxtend4td t ••ity, and vh..t.h.r
~xi.ting 80cial .upport traditons
'1ill continu. to absorb incr•••ing
numb4tra at vidovs.

Widovhood ,. Fact of LUe tor "any
in Dev.loping Countrio.

Widowhood rat•• in older population
group. vlry videly in the
dey.loptng vorld, but rovardle•• 01
tho level, th... rat.. incr••••
BUbet,ntiaUy vith age. Aaong
neltlon.l p.opulation. &g" 55 to 64,
recent vidowhood r.t•• tor ••~ .nd
vomen cQmbinwd r.ng. tro~ 9 to 28
pttrcctnt, vhU. tor per.ona ag.d 6'
and over, lh. r.nge t. 21 to 5~

percent. Countri•• with deta for
the oldeat old ahow .v.n higher
p.rcentage. widowed; nearly thr••
ot .v.ry four South Ko~.an. .ged 15
and ov.r ar. Without ••pau•••
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Old.r Wo...n Esp.ctally Apt To B.
Widov.d

"uch lov.r p.rc.ntag.. ot ••n than
'1o••n ar. widow.d, and in .U
eountri.. exa.in.d, marri.d M.n
outnu.ber widow.ra in the ag~

groupe 53 to 64, 65 and ov.r~ and
(vher. data ar. avaUable) 15 and
ov.r. Wo••n'••artt.l situationa
a"e radically ditterent. At age.
65 and over, the number ot vidovs
as greater than the total of
Married vomen in aU countrles-­
Mor. than thr•• ti••• 80 in "orocco
and South Kore~, and twice 80 in
countri.. 8uch •• Sanglad••h,
Indi., Indon••ia, Singapor., and
Quat••ala. At ag•• 15 and ov.r,
the l••al. widowed-to-M.rried ratio
ri••• beyond 5 to 1 in 80".
countri•••

Th.re are .ev.ral r •••one for the
gend.r di.parity in widOWhood found
1n d.v.loped •• w.U •• d.veloping
Roci.tt... Tho Moat obv10ua lactor
1•••aply that vo••n live longer on
averago tha,n ••n. There 'a 81ao a
n••rly unlv_ra.l t.nd.ncy tor wo••n
to ••rry ••n ~ld.r than th••••lv••,
th.reby cOM'pounding the likeUhood
01 VOMn outliVing th.ir .PQu••••
Furth.raor., vidow.d ••n are Much
aor. Uk.ly th.n wido". to ro.arry.

Th. r.l.tion.hip b.tv••n .1d.rly
w.U~b.inQ and .erit,1 at.tu.
r.quir.. thut any ch.ng.. in lh.
latt.r over ti•• r.o.iv. cIa••
BcruUny. AvaU.bl. trend d.t,
8inc. 1910 tor countri.. in tohie
report indicat. th.t f ••al.
proportior. wldow.d vero acre
likely to decUno th.n to incr••••
or r •••in the ••••• At the ••••
ti••, ho••~.r, ab.olut. nueb.ra of
old.r wtdov.d vo••n vere tncr•••tng
rapidly (Figur. 18). Th. nuab.r in



Thailand aged 6S and ov.r ros. fro~

354,000 in 1970 to 518,000 in 1geO~

1n Bra:;:11 {rom 893,000 to l J :lS6,OOO
during the same period: and in
India 1 ~~tal gain of mor. than

'"; •. _ ~r.;~ .:')71 to l'.~~L : ',:..S-.
the Issue In developIng countrlffS

QPpeatS to be one of numbers, not
proport.ions. tt, as prOj_cted,
femal. life expeoctancy rtses taster

26

than that of ~.n, and it vOlllen
incre••• th.ir shar. at older
populationa, the net r.sult ~.y b.
an ov.rall improveMent in atatus
for older vomen und.r the ag. of 65
or 10, but a worsening of th.
situation for older ag. groups that
ar. at gr••ter risk in .conomio and
heal th tftrtlls.

Fjcure 18.
Percell Increase in Nwnber of 'Idows
Aced 85 md OYer
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IJVING ARRANGEMENTS AND WNG-TEIUI CARS

The essential functions that
planned housing and institutions
serve in developed countri~s are
usually served by the family in
developing nations. Public: veltare
systems in the Third World serve
older popUlations primarily in a
'residu31' manner, providing only
those services that are impossible
for the family to perform (L~vton,

1'3821. At present. a vast majority
of Hving and care arrangements lor
older persons are stUI in th.
domain of 'norlllal l fallily Ule. Of
course, this was once true for 'the
elderly in the developed world as
. ell, whereas nov, liVing alone is
commonplace. One ct the g~~ate8t

~hallenge. that developing
countries will conlf'ont In thl!' tace
of l'lccelerating socioecJ;)noaic
chanq. is the lIIaintainanc. 01
satisfactory housing and suitable
environments tor older e:itizens.

Fev Elderly Nov Live Alone

Data on living arrangements and
provision of C'iJr. In developing
countries are sparse. "ost
existing information supports the
comlllon View that a small proportion
of older persons live alon.. In
South Korea, the Philippinesl and
Fiji, only 2 percent 01 persons
aged 60 and over live alone, and
th. diff.r.nces by age and sex are
negligible. In tlalaysia and
Singapor., the figures are only
slightly higher <apprOXimately 5
and 6 percent respectivftly),
although t~. percentagv in tlalaysia
is higher tor vo••n and increases
'lith ag. <WHO, 1986~ ASEAN, 1985).
On the other hand, data from Israel
reve.l that a much higher
proportion ltv... alone, and that
the gttndctr differential is
considerable. Nearly 40 percent ot
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Figure .19.

Percent rnstribution of Population A«ed 60 and OYer, by Number of
Co-lnhabitaDt... and Urban/Rural Residence: 1984
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Israeli vo••n aged 65 and over
re.id. by th.lI.elv••, cOllpared vith
only 12 percent of elderly ~.n

(Israel Central Bur.au 01
StatIstics, 1985),

la_Uial contact, it should be
r ••••b.r.d tbat fallily support can
be just aa ~trgng for parents who
liv. near but not 'lith their
chl1drf.ln (WHO, 1986).

In ~alai' =.;1 a, the Philippines, and
~outh Korea, rural householda vere
found to be smaller and 1••8 likltly
than urban households to include
elderly p.rsons living vith their
offspring. Three-quarters of urban
Filipino households \11th one or more
persons aged 60 and over had at
least tour members, com~ared ~Ith

slightly more than halt ot si.Uar
rural households (Figure 19). Data
such as thealP sugg.·at that, in
urbanizing societhtR, agttd paretnts
remain 1n village. whUe their
children move to c1thta, and a180
~hat the scarcity of urban hou~ing

may dictate that older parents and
Qdult children live together.
WhUe rural (tld.rly lIay appelir
disadvantaged in terms ot direct

Gendez' Difference. in liVing
Arrange••nts Are Pronounced

Gender di1ferenc~B are a crucial
cOllponent in th. analysis 01 aging,
and they are clearly reflect.d in
data on living arrangem.nts.
Beeau•• vo.en ~.rry earlier and
11v. 10ngIPr than 1IIftn, they are much
1I0re Ukely to btt living without a
spou.. during th.ir older years,
and th. relativ. diff.rtpnclP vid.ns
'lith incr••Bing ag. (Figure 20).
WhU. the gre.t ."jority 01 older
men hav. viv•• avaUabIlt to take
car. 01 th.. in old ag., old.r
yo••n ar. g.n.rally dependIPnt on
thttir chUdr.n during iUn••• and
extr... old &9.. The tact that

Fipre 20"
Percent.ace of Persons Aced 60 and av"r LiviDC WUh Their Spouse: 1984
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funct.ional disabUit.y rate. are
strongly ag.-r~lat~d ",••na that the
n••d lor long-t.r. car~ (whether
provided for"aUy or inlor••Uy,
InsIde OT outsIde 01 the home) IS
disprnportlonal1y experienced eore
by women thar. m.n <ooty, 1986).

Tradi tl0nal f'a'1lily Support SysteMs
Thought To Be Eroding

In the lor~tront 01 concern about
social support systems in
developing countries i8 th~

questIon of ."h9ther trad. t.ional
family support structur•• will
continue to provide e1tect,ively tor
groving nUlftbers of @lderly.
Although norlftativ. chang•• are
difficult to quantify, III nUllb.r 01
authors have sugge.ted that
traditional pettltrne 01 18..11y
support in developing countrit•• are
dieint.grating. A surv.y 01 rural
eld.rly in Kenya found that 91
percent of re.pondents felt that
their children did not do a. auch
lor the. as they ha~ done for th.ir
own parllnts. A larfll' lIajority of
respond"nts "'ere rflported to be
liVing in pav.rty, iJ,nd haH 01
theose at tribut..... their condition to
nltglti'ct by lh~lr imllll.di.t. t ••Uy
<AARP, 1:1, 1985,.

The expttrience of Japan ••y b"
illustrative of th. kind ot chang.
that developing countriea can
expect. The Japan••• tradition ot
lh" aged 11 v1ng with th.ir
childra>n, once alaoat univ.r••l, i.
clearly on lhe vane. Today, th.
proportion of persona aged 65 and
over liVing 'lith chUdr.n and/or
grandchildr.n ha. d.cUn.d to 10
p.rc.nt, and ia ~xp.et.d to .ink to
50 percent by th. end at this
century. In a country oft.n vi.wed
a8 e.p.cially rll.p.c~1ul tow.rd th.
eldwrly, ·significant nu.b.ra of
lhe. lead d••tttut., soUtary
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liv... "are than 900,000 woe.n
aged 65 and over ltv. alone in
Japan, ••ny 01 th.. .craping by on
meager pen.iona, doing .enial work,
drea",in~1 01 g.tUng into shabby
governe.nt nurSing hOM.S· <Burgess.
.1 '386).

Fertility Oeclin•• AUect Extended
Fallily

One factor oft.lfn M"ntionttd as
contrib"lting to high tttrtiUty is
th. beU,,1 that the 1Il0re chUdrtln
parents sir., th. gr.atvr th..
llk"Uhood of haVing at. ht••t on.
son who wiU 8urviv. and oar. tor
lh. partfnt. l.t"r in 111.. Whil.
at le••t on. study, in rural India,
ca.ts ao•• doubt on th" validit.y 01
this b.Ue1 (Vla••ol1 and V1•••of1,
1980), t.h" faot re••ina that
dlfcUnfilllJ in ttf3"tUit.y at l.a.t
pot"ntieUy di.iniah th. pro.p.cts
for par_nla! aupport and car. by
chUdr.n. In an .x••ina'Uon by
Good.an et al. (1979) 01 countri••
with high !c-rtUity and rel.tiv"ly
lov MoTt.aUty (naUon. und.rgoing
th.'cl•••tc d••ographic
trllnaition), eaoh lIoth"r is .aid to
hay. twice a. lI.ny adult daughters
a11...... a1t.r t.rlUity h••
tal1.n, att.r lh. d••og~eph.c
tranjitien, the av.rag. aoth"r at
ag. 60 wUl hay. only ono living
daughtjr. In th" for••r inatance,
th" ext4tnd"d fallUy can stUI
function ".11, but probably nat 80
in th" latt"r ca•• (Si.g.l and
Hoov.r, 1982).



UTERACY AND IDUCA110NAL A'M'AINMINT

'Select~d data on educational
attainment for 16 countries appear
in Appendix A, table 9)
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Flave 21.
Pereentqe of Literate Penons. bJ Ace

100

The "ell-being of older persons is
Intimately linked to their
educational experiences earlier in
lUe. Among the l1Ian~ positive
correlate~ ot education is
longevity~ fn one study ot 115
countries, the correlation bet~een

literacy and Ufe expectancy at
birth vas higher than for any other
specUic factor considered
(Oranahan et a!., 1972). The
accomplishment of liteoracy aHords
persons in dl'velaping societhts Ii

smoother relationship vith the
socioeconomic transition nov
engulfing lIlany nations. Forsal
education91 attain~ent greatly
~nhances economic prospects and
permits younger persons to prepare
for the economics of older age.
Future levels of societal
dependence vill be det.rmined in
large part by the educational
achievement of today's young
adults.

~oroc('l). 1\lB:!

PbiliPVjD~. 19110

~io:aIlOrl'. 11)1'0

"tllzll. 19110

o 40 60
Percent

--au

60

.~-M
.5&-84

065 Lilli o,er

llli teracy Among Elderly StUI High

In developing coun'lri~s, the old.r
populations ot today lived much of
their lives prior to the period ot
accelerated socioeconomic
development. Consequently, their
rates of literacy are lov rltlative
to younger generations, in BOllle

cases less than halt of the rate
for the 25 to 54 age group (Figure
21) •

Differences among nations can be
enormous. Nearly 70 percent of
Mexicans aged 55 to 64 are
literate, versus less than 11

percent of Moroccans, Mor. than
half ot el~.rly (aged 65 and over)
Filipinos clin read and writ., a.
opposed to roughly 10 percent of
the eldttrly in Tunisia and 2:3
percent in Turkey.

Formal Educational Attainment 01
Eld&rly Much Lovltr Than That 01
Younger O.nwrationa

Although diU.renti.l. ar.
narroving with ti11le, the form~l

educational attainment ot elderly
populations ia yell below that of
younger populations. For countries



studh!'d in thia report vith data
froN the 1980'., rate. 01
completion at the primary school
level for persons aged 55 and over
are usually one-half to one-third
as high as for persons aged 15 to
24. Completion r~tes for the older
population range from just over 8
percent in Bangladesh and Indonesia
to more than S2 ~ercent in Hong
Kong.

Rural Areas Disadvantaged

The quantity and quality ot
educational faciliUe. in rural
areas w.re and still are interior
to thOSe ot urban ar.... Aa vould
be expected, literacy rat•• among
the rural elderly are considerably
lever than tho.. ot their urban
counterparts (Tab!. E).
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Table E. Percent Literate Aged 65 and Over,
by Rural/Urban Resld.nce

RIJra 1 Urban

Bangladesh, 1981 18 29
Philippl.nes , 1980 40 70
Morocco, 1982 5 12
Bralil, 1980 24 56
Guatemala, 1981 22 58

--------------------------------------------Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Cencer
for Incernacional Research,
tncernational Daca aase on Aging.

Within countri.8, old.r women ar.
III'S. likely than older lIl.n to b.
literate. In 80111. ca••• the
dif:ffirttncl!'. or. ritlaUvely s ••U,
..,hU. in countril,). 8uch a8 Chin.
and Tunisim, the gap betv••n m.n
and vOII.n i. hug. (Figur. 22).

neve 22.
Pereent Uterau at Older Aces, by Sex
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Given that many older ~om.n are
widowed and \f\thout direct economic
support, their high rates of
illiteracy further demonstrate the
i:nportaliCE? :If traditional,
familj-based systems of social
£~~~C~~. ~~~~~~ately for many
-:::'''::''.'::-:.,;>:::. :~~'?;'3=Y n·,·.!?S for older
~~~en h3~e :~pr~~~d :lver time,
etten at a faster pace thaq those
for men. In 81'8211, for inlltanee,
literacy among vomen aged SS to 64
increased from 39 percent in 1960
to 53 percent in 19Sn, "hUe the
male rate rose from 57 percent to
64 percent. Among young adults
today, femal. literacy rat•• are
often higher than those of men,
suggesting that the gender
dispari ty .,,111 eventually be
eliminated. Hov.Y~r, the
i mp.'ovement process \'ill be a
gradual OIHt, and lingering high
IffYeis of femal. illltrtracy
represent a target for the efforts
o~ nmtional and international
d&v~lopm.nt a~encies. As noted in
a ~ecent analysis ot aging in
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Southe.llt Asian nations (ASEAN,
1985), even in the modern and
dynalllic city ot Singapor., more
than halt of the elderly female
population is expected to be
i1litet'~tR· in the year 2000.

Secondary ~chool Oegr••c Uncommon
Among Older Populations

In Yh,tl ot t.hl!' ge.,der disparity in
literacy rate., it. is not
surprising that older men hav~

higiutr primary--Illv.1 comph'Uon
rate. than older vom.n. The
differenc•• tend t.o be 8mall in
latin America, but much more
ilignificlint in Allia. For .>tampl.,
29 perc~nt 01 old.r Bra~i1i.n Mal••
verBU. 25 percent ot older
BraziUan fltlDale. hev. c:ompletttd
primary .chool, vhillt in Turkey the
reap.ctive figure. are 28 p.rcent
and IJ percent, and in South Kor.a
51 perc.nt and 24 percent.

FilUle 23.
Percentue of PerIODS Who Complete! Secolldary School
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Ifuch sllIal1.r proportions ot aU ag.
groupo hav~ coapl.t.d .I'condary
schooling. and th. rel.ttv.
dlff.renc~ b.tv••n old.r and
younger groups at this educational
level 1s "flor. pronounclld (F'lgurl'
23). The- gendttr dtft..rl'ntial a180
wid.na, and ••condary-ll'v.l
completion rat.. ot 2 pl're.nt or
11'.8 are not unusual among vo••n
aged SS Ind oVl'r.

At the level of hlgh.r .ducation,
completion rate. for today'. old.r
populatio". a~. und.rstandably lov.
Rat.. tor ag~. 55 and over ar.
otten 1... than 1 p.rcl'~t. although
they r.ach or exc••d 4 p.rcent
.-eng ••1.. tn BOlli. countri••
IIf.g., Hong Kong, th. PhUippJne.,
and Peru).
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lABOR FORCE AND OCCUPAnONAL CBWCTlRISI'ICS

(S.l~eted data for 21 countries
appear in Appendix A, table. 10
and 11)

Labor toree partleipatlon declines
markedly 8S persons approach
retirement age in industrial1::flj
CCluntrles. Al though hfe
e~pectancy continues to increa~~

throughout the developed world, th.
percentage ot persons aged 60 and
over still working 19 often a small
traction ot the correspoodang
p~rc~ntage ot persons aged 2S to 59
y~ars. A number ot factors have
converged to bring about such high
rates ot economiC inaCtiVity 3t
older ages; foreMost among these
are 10~.red retIrement ag••,
changing educational and
technological circumstance. that
may favor younger ov.r Qld.r
workers, incT"•••• in 80cial
security b"n"tits, and .xpanded
coverag. ot privatI' pension.
systells.

In moat developing countrl••,
hov.v.r, thtt tiUtuation us quit.
dUfEtrflont. WhUe 4Pconomic activity
rat•• also d.c!in. with olchtr eg.,
thEty rar.ly r.ach th. low l.v.l.
s••n ,n cll'velop.d countri... Th.
predomInantly rur~l character 01
many develop,ng econolli.. • ••na
thilt rEtlatlvely ....U proportionD
ot populatlon ar. ,n wage and
~alarl.d employ••nt aft.at.d by
compulao.y r.tire••nt 8g•••
$lmllariy smaU portions of th.
labor toree (2) al"l' .Ugibl. tor
pension ben.ttt.. And b.cau.e
large numb.r. ot work.ra al'l'
s.lt~.mploy.d, econoM1c n.ce~.ity

tore.. many people to contlnu.
vorking .a long ae they are ebl.
to. though p.rhaps at a r.duced
pace.

The most recent data tor 21 stUdy
countries show that at least 80
percent ot m~n ag.d 55 to 59 are
working in all countries except
Turk.y (71 p.~cent) and Singapore
(71 perc:erltJ. At aglu 60 to 64
years, th. percentag•• range trom
just under 60 to 8S, exc.pt for a
lo~ ot 52 in Singapore. 8y 'lay ot
contrast, lIal. participation rate.
tor ag.. GO to 64 in d.v.lop.~

countries .r. usually 10'1.1', and
ott.n very .uch aOl 39 perc.nt in
Franc., 2~' perc.nt in Italy, and
only 13 poreent in Hungary.

EconOMic mctivity rat•• tor lion
ag.d 65 and over in develop.a
countri•• rar.ly exc••d 20 percent.
In Bloat d.lveloping naUon., on th.
oth..r hand, th... rat.. range
b_tv.en 30 .nd 60 p.rcent, reaching
69 percent in both n_xico and
B.n~lade.h <Figure 24), So•• of the
developed-developing co~nt~y

dUlttr.nti4al .ay b. attr'bu~.d to
the nature ot work in diaparate
aocteti... £oono.io activity aMong
old.r p.r.ona ~n rural ar••a 01
d.v.loping count~io. ..y tak. on a
p.r~·ti•• Character vhich t. linked
to th. ..oaona1 d•••nd. 01
a9riculturtt. Data traM th.
Indon••ian cen.ua ot 19AO, tor
ex••pl., indicat. that thtt av.rag.
nueb.r ot hour. vork.d d.er..... .a
people grov old.rJ in rural
Indon••i., 54 percent ot p.r.on.
aged 65 and ov"r vork.d '.ver thlln
3~ houre per v~.k, c08par.d wtth 41
p.rc9nt of. 811 rural vork"r8.
So.-"hat ourpri.ingly, the urban
dUt.r.ntto. <42 perc.nt and 19
percent, r ••poctivtt1y) v•• oven
larger <ASEAN, 1985).
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Ficure 24.
Male Labor Force Participation Rates
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Among older and elderly vomen,
reported rates in developing
natl0ns are much lover than those
tor men. However, lt 1S vid"ly
acknovledged that census and
::cmetlmes ::survey detinltons oi
economic actlvlty In many SOCHl'ties
(oot 11 ml t4?d to dli'veloping
countrIes) serve to exclude major
ty~~~ a~d amounts 01 femal. work
",tuct. arguably 6hould be included
10 natlonal accounts 01 economiC
.lctl'lI ti'. This tendency appears
especiall, pronounced in certaln
African and South Asian nations.

This caveat may nelp to explain the
large differences in reported
le'lels ot. female econORllC activity
in dHierent societies. "01'& than
half <56 p~rcent) ot yomen in the
Philippines aged 55 to 64 are siud
to be In the labor force, as

opposed to less than 5 percent 1n

Bangladesh. The highest levels oi
temale participation are reported
In East and Southeast Asia, and th~

lovest in South Asia, Northern
AtT1ca, and Central America.

Participation oi Old.~~ l'1alli's tn
Asia Declining

From the .ar1y 1970's to the
1'380's, maltt participation rate. at
older ag•• g..n..ra.1ly d.cl1n..d 1n
th~ Asian c(;)unlries examined. While
the overall d.clin~. for 89•• 55
and over "fire l'il1qht, d"cUnllt.
among persons age~ 65 and over vere
sometim.s nolabl.: trom 84 percent
to 6'3 percent 1n Bangladesh trom
1~74 to 1981, and trom 68 percent
to 44 perc~nt in Turkey trom 1970
to 1'380.
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In other regions, there vas no
discernable t~end. The
participation of alde"r men it!
Atrica and Latin America vas as
11k~ly t~ Increase as to decrea~~.

Th~ Slt~~tl~n among older vomen vas
al.zo "11/.t..'.1, althou9h increasing
p;;\rticlpatlC'1i levels :J'ler tune
outnumbered declining levels hy 2
to 1.

Economic ActiVity Rates tor Younger
Wcmen on the Rise

demographic changes may require a
greater female labor torce presence
'41 thou t nlil'cessarily improving their
quali ty of Ute. -In recent years,
the introduction 01 cash crops and
the migration 01 the young to the
cities hav~ IhmuH.~neously gi'/.n
older vomen more burdensome
agricultural responsibilities and
1e&s help. Their ~~eds h3ve rarely
been ~ddress~d In rural development
plans- (Gibson, 1985,.

Femalp acti'lity rates at younger
ages tended to rise in developing
countries durIng the 1970's and
lnto the 1980's, even though rates
at older ages may have been
declimng (Plgure 25). As IS also
th~ case in dev.loped countrl~S,

more vomen than ever before are in
their respective l~bor forces, in
part a result at improved
educational opportunities and
docllnlng tertiUty levels. This
trond I~ llkoly to red~c. tuture
.soclet a1 dependence (there vill be
~ore ~3ge·earner6 In the labor
tor~e I and t.o aUoy vomer.. ~o

accumulato resources <earnings,
penslonsl tor older 3ge. But as
one 3uthor has not.d vith regard to
Sub·Saharan Africa, economic and

Vast "ajority of Older Workers 1n
Agriculture

Despite a worldwide trend avay from
employment in agricultur~, jobs in
this sector remain 01 paramount
importance in developing countries.
Data on the occupational
distribution (3) of vorkers, by age,
are often unavaUable or Incomplet.,
but existing Information shova that
older vorkers are h••vily
con~.ntr.t.d in agricultural jobs.
With the exception 01 Uruguay and
the city-states 01 Hong Kong and
Singapore, at least ~o percent ot
yorkers aged 60 and over are In
3gricultur.t. In Blngladesh, China,
South KOf••, ThaUand, and Turk.y.
more than 8 out ot 10 vorkers In
thiS ag_ group ar. .0 .mployed.
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Productton (m3nutact~·lngJ

occupattons rank aecona to
agt'lcul ture in meat countries in
terms vi numbers of older p~rson$

£>'Ilplo}'ed, in apite of the
stefeo~ype that manufacturing worK
IS teo je~anding for these ~oTker5.

nore than one-third of employees
ag~d 60 and over In Hong Kong work
in production, as do more than a
tttth of older T"nisians. ~ales

positions are also an important
~ource of vory. for older persons in
certain countries, ~ore so than
manufacturing Jobs in Thailand Dnd
:;iouth Korea. In several no1lion£.
the proportion of vork~rs in aales
IS h~9her among oldpt than younger
persona.

activities, such t.hat. currvnt
proportionB of vorkers in thes.
flt~lds decline monotonically 'lith
age in practically all counlriess.
3inc:e relati-Jely level" persons are
£>ntering agricultural puroults, the
percentage of p~tsons en~aged in
agriculture rhles IHlh 39~ in all
study countries ~here dat~ are
a ... atlable (Figure :6). II". Me:·uc=,
and South Korea, the percentage ~t

young~r workers in agriculture I~

nov less than halt the percentage
at ages 65 and ov~r. ThiS IS ~l.c

true in COlalta Rica, where recetlt
c~nsua data reveal that for the
lirst tim., t.he number 01 vorker:;
aged 25 to 44 in manufQcturlng
occupations has surpas••d thv
number in agriculture.

Changing Occupational OislrtbuUonr&
Reflect Shifting Econolll198

EconomiC' chang•• in dfl'vllioping
countries have increasingly
directed younger vorkera into
proteaslonaJ. elerical, Gorvic.,
\lnd espl'C'1811y production

(21 Thlt labc)r force or et:onomh::ally
active population in a giv.n
country ill U8UlIlUy deli ned as .311
person. who are vorking, Qclively

~~ ...
CllJ ~O"54.16 IUd 0"'

1980

M••'eoSI'H.alll
I<or••

I
6(1 .;

60 t
I
I

figure 20.
Per~eDtace of Workers in Agriculture:
loor-"· --
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a."Sung vork, or tI'mporarl1y out. ot
v(lrk dutP to I11n•••, hyott,
vacation, strtk., and so forth.
The tll'I'e PQ'tl0d tor such activity
can vary. hovvver. a~ can thtP
IOC IU310n ~r tl'xc1uston of e.rtain
..:at~OOrtes 01 work,u's (for exaMple,
pen.ons engaged H\ -ham. duties·).
Zuch dittttrences in national
reporttng dch.~.8 C3n have an
effect on ~easured labor fore.
participation rat••, espltciaUy for
~omen and older vorkers (Holden,
1'3781. HaUonal dlil'ttnttiona 01
econOllllC activity can b.. found in
tho annotation that for•• a part 01
aU IDeA lllachtn*-t'...dabl.. ttl"••

<3i Th.. occupational cat.gort...
r ..t"rred to her. and in ~ppendix A,
table 11, ar. tho•• ot th.
Jnt"rnaticnal Standard
Cla.sUielltion of Occupations
({SeQ-! 368). WhU,. lIoat countries
adhere to thtt baolc categorical
standarda vh.n r.porting data,
pOints of div.rgtPnclt do .x,.t.
Annolations 'n lh. IDBA highlight
any maJor dttUn£Uonal dllPvlaUona.
ror a furlh.r discue.ion 01
lot.rnatlonal standarda .nd relet.d
r.porling ianu••, ....xplenatory
not•• 10 any annual 'lieu. of th.
fntltrnational Labour attic.
<Oen.va) Y••r Sook of L.bou~

Statiatica.
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SOCIAL SUPPORT OF THE SWERLY

(Various support ratioD for 22
eountrl.. app••r In App.ndlx !,
tab!. 12)

On. awp.et at 80elo.eonoale
d"vlflop••nt that national plenn.r8
nov or Yill .oon tllCI' I.
d.tttrlllnlng th. k 4nda of. .oclal
support ••rvic.. that graVing old.r
population. ...·qulr., and th..
eoat/bwnwttt trad.oft. that .uet b.
mad. to taetUtat. provSalon at
th... a.rvle... S'lch pl.nnlng
r*<lulr•• dUtlcult chole••
Involving .xpand.d 8ocl.1 a~urlty

cov.r.g., vorkwr r.tlr•••nt eo••,
glfooraphic location of e.rvlc.
hcUIU••, and .0 torth. To
prudently v.lgh thw .cono.le
conatdlfl"'attone, .tt.ntlon Muat
tlrat bw glv.n to changing socl.tal
80. structur•••nd vork.~/nanvork.r

retlos that ••t thw par•••tlfrs tor
tutur. d.eieton.aking.

Support ratlos--nuabera 01
-dttpttndttnte pttr80na (u8ually
thought ot ae tho.. und~r ag. 20
and over age 64) pttr 100 pereona 01
working ag_ (20 to 64 y••r8)--.r"
on. m.ana of ••."seing the level
end nature of -eonoaio dependency
vithin " given aociety. Although
such eggr.gate indicator. ar. opwn
to critic••• <..., for .x••ple,
U.S. O"r••u ot the Cen.u., 1981),
they do augg••t Uk.ly
lI1.ern.eonollle outco... of "hUttng
d••ogr.phic pr••aUT••, ju.t •• they
81.rt pollcy••kera to the pot.nttel
tor Iner••••d tinlneS.l burd.na on
future working-av_ population••

39

Ud.rly Support RaUo. to Ri••
Gradu.lly Through 2020

In moat, eOl.antrl•••x••ln.d in thia
rwport, .Iderly support ratios (the
nuab.r 01 p.rmona eOI'd 6S and av.r
p.r 100 popul.tlon ag.d 20 to 64)
ar. proj.ct~ to incr.... r.th.r
alowly during the next 3 dec.d•••
This I. tHtc.ue. th. high-'.rtUlty
cohorts ot th. 1960'••nd 1970's
vHI .Ull b. in the d.no.in.tar ot
til. .upport ratio (th.t i., und.r
til. av. 01 6~U. Tb. eat rapid
lncr..... In eld.rly .upport retio.
"UI b. • ••n in today'. ·old.r·
Aeien countrl••t Hong Kong.
Singapor., South Kor.a, and Chin••
Th. thr.. Sub-Sah.rln Africln
naUon. of Kflny., ",l••i, and
Zi.babw. .r. Inc.lV to expert.nc. I

at,tic or d.cUning retio, the
r••ult 01 conttnulfd high fertility
and rel.ttv.ly low Ufe .xpect.ncy
(Figure 27).

Youth and Total Support Ratioll ~o

DtteUne

At the other end of the dependency
apltCtru. I. the youth .upport
raUo, definM •• tho nUIIMr ot
per.on. under ag. ~O por 100
population aged 20 to 64. fhi •
••••ur. nov exc••de 100 in 12 ot
the 22 countri••, r ••ching •• high
•• 116 In K.ny••nd 164 In
Ziabeb".. Without .xcoption, thl.
ratio ia expeet.ct to deoUne
uniloraty in o.ch country through
til. y••r 2020, r9Utteting both •
proj4tCted lc:..,e..1no of tor'UUty end
growing nuablfr. 01 young .dulta



Ficure ~.

Elderly SUpport RaUos
(Pereone 88 ,,=ar••nd over per 100 per.one flO-84 :reare)
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The combination ot youth and
eld~~ly support ratio. for~. 8

total support ".tio, vhich ic one
me••ure ct the ovltr.l1 .upport
~urden on vorklng w 8g11t adult.. In
thllt forve•••bl. tutur., major
ft'Ttility nl'duct,one in dlltvlltloping
countriv• ..,Hl outwvigh graving
numblitrs of older plltr.one, 'lith th.
result that total support ratioD
vUl hll. Within this dlitcUn.,
however, thllt rlltlativllt vlltight of th.
youth and eldlltrly co.pon.nts ot thv
total support retio will begin (or
continue. to chang. (Figurllt 28),
with the elderly conaUt.uUng an
increasing portion ot thtt total.

Therefore, 8 cursory .x••inetlon of
total support Tatlo. do.. not
reveal the fact that abeolut.
numbers ot old~r popul.tlon are
inCr91!udng driamatic811y in 118ny
devflloping countrhus. A dffcUnff at
one end of th" a9. cOi)UnuulIl h,.g.,

.ntering the working ao.s.
Mexico's decUn. of 51 pe~c.nt will
be the most dramatic, although many
other countrit~8 will lowl'r th,ir
youth support ratios by 40 pftre.nt
or mol'. during the 1988-2020
pttriod.
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()~-------------------~1980 UOOO aOlo 8080 2030 2040 2000
v•••

Social Security Coverage Erratic in
O&v.loping Countri...

'\. _ Youth

~ - __Etd._I'."_

Publicly-fund.d oconosic support
syat... ar. th. s.in aourc. of
inco•• for .ld.rly citiz.n. in th.
indu.trielizwd world. "o.t
d.voloplPd n.tiona al.o con.idor
priv.t. p.naion••••n addition.l
ti.r ot .conosie .upport tor

!urth.r to 430 .Ulion by 20~.

-Nothing can chango this t.ct,
short ot • eat.atrophic ria. in
adult ftlortliUty, bIteDu•• tho .g.d
ot the "iddl. d.cad.. ot th. 21st
century are already born~

(Banister, 1981). Eventually,
China'. projoct.d youth and .ld.rly
support ratioa "UI approach
conv.rg.nc. (Figur. 29), .voking
i".g•• 01 • 80cial hbric radically
dilf.r.nt fro. that of th. let.
20th c.ntury.

20I
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60 r----.--------------,
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..0

70

Ag. O.pend.ncy Chang. Will 1~.t

China'. Soci.l Support Syst.s

childr.n) can •••te a larg. tncr••••
at th. other end. In terms 01
age-group p.rc.ntQg.. and ratio.,
large-scale population aging in
d.vl!'loping countries wiil not b.
seen until the huge numbers 01
children born in the 1960'. and
1970's entel th.ir older ye.rs. In
the ~••ntim., how.ver, rec.nt and
continu.d d..eUn..s in birth :tat••
will eUIPct II chang. in the ag.
depend.ncy structur. 01 a larg.
majority ot developing countri•••
As this chang. unfold., nation.
will grapple with issu•• involVing
the allocatton of scare. rl!'sourc••
among young and old.

Th. Peopl.'. Republic 01 Chin.,
which b.c.us. 01 historical and
political dttv.lcp••nta wUI ag.
Boon.r than .o.~ d.v.loping
countrie., oH.ra an illustrative
glimp•• at the magnitude ot chang.
that wUl confront sany d.veloping
societt... Chin.'. pre••nt ag.
prottl. cont.inll two lI.jor bulg••
1n ita population pyr.sid,
conaisting ot tho.. per.ona aged 8
to 19 .nd 24 to 30. Aa th•••
rel.tiv.ly young cohorts ag., they
'lUI IiIV.U the rank. ot th. working
popul.tion around the turn 01 the
century, th.reby prOViding • large
social and tax ba.. tor d.pendent.
at both ends ot th. ag. continuus.

By 2015, how.vltr, the old••t
cohorts in today'. ag. bulg. "Ul
hay. .nt.r~ th.tr oldttr ego., and
tho 1Il0lllontus ot today'. buIg. "Ul
prod~co a rapidly incr••••ng oldor
population in th. .ocond end third
d.eed•• 01 tho 21.t e.ntury. Th.
nusb.r 01 poreon. .g~ 60 and ov.r
.,Ul incr.... fro. the 77 "UUon
count.d in China'. 1982 con.us to
n...rly 300 lJIUUon by 2025, and



retired individuals. In the
developing world, however, such
systems are often rudimentary­
While most countries have some form
of social security, only a small
fraction of the population is
typically covered, and the level of
benefits is still very low.

Regionall}-, countries in South
America appear to offer the most
..,idespread benefits. with many
countries having legislation
intended to protect t~eir older
rural am vell as urban population_
In Africa, coverage is either
nonexist.ent or limited to the
..,age-earning popUlation, often a
small portion of the overall Jabor
force. In Asian nations, social
security benefits do not normally
accrue to agricultural workers,
although countries such as India,
Malaysia, and Turkey make some
exceptions (Heisel, 198~))_
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Table 1. Percentage at Papula~ian in Older Age Groups:
1988, 2005, and 2020

1988

Tcttal pOpula- Ptrctnt PerclTlt Percent
ticcn, all aglS aged 55 aged 65 aged 75

CC1untry (in thousands) and OVtr and ovwr and ov~

ASIA
Bangladesh 109,964 7.a 3.0 .8
Oli~ 1,088,169 J2.2 5.5 1.6
Hong Kong 5,651 17.0 8.3 2.7
IrlClia 816,S28 8.6 3.~ .8
Indonesia 184,016 7.8 2.8 .6
Korea, R,public of ~fnJ 10.~ ~.5 1.3
~i1ippinn 6J, J'39 7.5 3.3 1.0
Singapcn 2,M5 H.g 5.5 1.8
Thailind S4,se 9.'" 3.9 1.3
Turklt)' 5~,168 '3.7 4.3 1.4

AFRICA
Ktnya 2J,~ 5.1 2.1 .~

Mali..i 7,679 6.3 e.7 .8
~ ':4,976 6.7 4.0 1.4
Tunisia 7,738 9.9 4,4 1.4
Zi.babMI 9,729 6.0 a.8 .9

LATIN AlERI~/CARIBBaV4

Brazil 150,685 9.0 4.0 1.2
Cosh Rica 2,688 8.7 4.1 1.3
G",teult1 8,831 7.a 3..2 1.0
J..ici 2,4~ 12.0 6.7 2.1
KtlCic::o 83.; 528 8.4 4.1 1.6
Peru 21~26' 8.3 3.6 1.1
Uruguay 2,916 22.0 11.6 4.3



~aDle 1. Percentage 01 Population in Old~r Age Groups:
1988, 2005, and 2020--Contlnued

2005

Tc.til popula- Percent PIr'ctni ~
tion, all agn agIO 55 aged 65 aged 75

Country (in thouHnd!i) and 0\#0" and OVlr and OYIr

ASIA
BangJ adltM 1:5~,290 7. ~ 3..6 t .t'"O;

O1ina 1,293,188 16.0 8.1 ~.~

Hong ~(;mg 6,510 21.8 12. J 5.3
India 1,<00,831 10.7 4.5 1.1
Indonnia 243, 9&: 10.5 4.9 1.3
Karla, Rtpublic of 51,930 15.2 7.1 200
Philippinn 95,886 '3.0 4.1 1.2
Singaporw 3,018 J~.3 8.'3 3..0
Thailand 69,802 J2.1 5.8 J.9
TurkRy 74,535 11.3 5.7 1.8

~RI~

Kenya 46,609 5.0 2. J .6
Malawi 13,475 5.6 2.3 .6
Morocco 37,018 '3.2 4.7 1.6
TUflisia 10,873 10.6 5. " 1.8
Zi.babMI 1~041 5.3 ~.J .6

LATIN AMERlCA/CARIBSaW
8l"aziA 214,443 11.3 5.4 1. it
Costa Ricl1 4901J 12.3 5.8 2.1
Guateula 12,4'" 9.0 4.1 J.3
Janiea 3,207 H.8 6.5 2.8
Mellico 1J3tJ20 10.9 5.S 2.1
Pffu 31,1~ 9.9 4.6 1.4
lirugu.y 3,~ 21.3 12.8 5.4
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Table 1. ?re~ntag. of Population in Older Age Groups:
1988. 2005, and 2020--Continued

2OCO

Total poPI.II.- ~ Ptf'Cftt ~
tion, .11 I," IlJId 55 agtd6S aglld 15C4untry (in thouHndS) .nd O'Vtr ac"ld over and OYIt"

ASIA
B&ngkJlth 2(U,46e H.5 4. :s 1.4
OtiM 1,441,318 24.0 12.2 •• 1
Hong Jt:mg 6,896 34.5 17.4 6••
India 1,307,115 14.8 6.2 1.6
I ndorlltsia 293,- 16.4 1.2 2.3KorIt, RtpUblit of S'I,762 23.0 10.3 3.4
PhiUppiJIIS 130,665 11.6 5.2 1.6
Si~ 3,144 33.5 16.5 5-0ThaU. Bl,. 18.4 8.J 2.'Triey 92,IU 1~6 1.1 2...

~RIm

Klftya 79,189 5.6 2.4 .7
MalNt1 21,093 5D8 2.5 .6
Horocc'O 41,517 13. 3 6.0 2.1Tuntsia 13,62J 14.9 6.4 a.,li_. 2t,4aJ 6.3 2.5 .7

LATIN .'UavCMIBIEM
~12U 213,. 1~6 7.S as6Cot.ta Ait. 5,OJ. 19.1 9.0 3..1Sult...J. 1St"· 11.8 5.5 1.9
JlIlIit. .,071 16.6 1.8 3.0
Mtllico 111,770 16.0 7.7 3.0
Peru ~OfJ47 13.6 6.2 2.0
Uruguay ~503 2JvJ 12A 5.2

~~-..a...."'" •. __

Sourt"l' U.1h S....... of t,. CInMI, ceMr '(fit 1r.tlt"ftltiOftlJ Rnlinih,
Intl'nNlUONl Dati 8Mt Oft Ati~,
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Tabl! ~. Population by ~g.: 1~ and 2'020

(~bIrs in thousands)

1'388

Total, (\ to 24 25 to 54 55 to 5'3 60 to 64 65 to 69 70 to 1~ 15 to 7'3 00 )'itars
Courftry all ago )ll'tlrs years years y,ats years yeats years and elver__________________.~.________=____~·~.___._~__o _____· __- _____________6_______________--...-_M~_~.~._______________

ASJA
flangladnh 109,%4 69,111 32,356 2,636 2,008 1,3'30 930 554 37'3
China 1,088,169 550,417 405,480 3'3,986 32,s.a1\ a4,541 17,505 10,453 7,262
Horlg KOf'9 5,651 2,21S 2,475 Z6J 229 180 134 92 6j

1rldi a 816,828 461,926 278,601 24,1~ 18,459 13,103 8,116 4,190 2,2'.al
IrdorMsia 164, (116 106,193 ~519 5,434 3,nt 2,486 1,474 742 3ib
Kc~a, Republic ~f ~,nJ 21,114 t1,c24 1,"6 1,062 801 527 336 ~36

Phi liPP1'IH 63,19'3 38,340 20,094 1,~ 1,136 857 628 369 a3~

Sinqa~&' 2,645 1,095 1,236 ~ 76 55 4.? ,& 13
Thailand 54,589 j(l,212 1'3,446 .,587 1,210 843 567 374 J.iO
Turkey 54,168 31,263 17_635 1,634 1,264 953 641 <\15 .W~

~Rlm

Kerrya 023,342 16,556 5,588 404 303 a19 143 79 47
"al.wi 1,67'3 5,187 2,007 160 119 86 59 36 26
Morotto 24,176 J5,351 7,453 638 518 381 218 192 159
Turrieia 7,738 4,580 2.m 231 190 13S ~ 60 49
ZI._ 9,729 6,723 2,426 175 136 I~ 76 50 38

LATIN ~RICA/CARIB1.6W

Brazil J50,US 86,578 50,616 4,126 3,328 2,479 1,706 1,095 758
Cosh Ric. a,888 .,620 1,017 74 6() 47 33 al 16
Gl.lat..l. 8,831 5,576 2,616 Z02 I~ 11' 19 48 40
Jauie. a,458 1,417 746 68 62 54 45 33 ~

Mexico 6J,528 51,215 25,262 2,010 1,~ 1,1'38 894 662 672
Pwu 21,2'69 12,7~ 6,743 5S6 m 319 Z29 141 81
Uruguay ~,976 1,22 1,070 16Z 148 121 96 69 59
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Table 2. Population by Av" 1'368 and ~'>O--COTit blUed
(NUlibIrrs in thc·uurJds)

~')()

Tt'hl, (I to 24 ~ to 54 SS to 59 60 to 64 65 to 69 70 to 74 75 to 1'3 SO years
Coutltry all ages years years years ,.irs years ytllrs ytal"'S and over
---~---------_._-----------------~----_.~--------~--~-------------------~- -----------------------------------

ASIA
Bangladnh 201,468 '34,603 83,517 7,930 6,~ 3,817 2,406 1,627 1,143
China 1,441,316 476,736 618,136 9'S,6J4 75,111 70. 743 45,373 28,043 31,54.2
Hong Kong 6,8'36 1,804 2,710 595 S84 453 325 173 asl
India 1,307t 775 S-:..3,_ 560,Jfl6 62,520 50,2:97 35,~14 23,32'3 12,~ 6,387
!rdonnia a9J,088 117,769 127,183 14,661 12,288 9,211 5,168 3,731 3,078
Kartl, Republic of 57,762 2O,!l9 24,212 3,854 3,470 a, 3'33 1,612 1,049 893
Philippines 130,665 68,171 47,373 4f 538 3f 746 af OOI 1,668 l,are ~H5

Singapont 3,144 8J' 1,256 39 264 a<19 153 80 n
ThaHanJ 81,566 31,715 34,850 4,503 3,738 a,769 1,753 1,054 1,203
Turk~ '31?,188 3S,434 38,401 4,362 3,Wl ~,5<J3 1,145 1,174 1,079

AFRICA
Kenya 7'3,189 51,673 23,075 1,460 1,085 792 544 330 2-..29
Mal.ili 21,093 13,366 6.511 379 302 243 156 83 52
Morocco 48, 517 22,612 1'3,458 1,942 1,604 1,142 721 528 5Ja
Tunisia 13,623 5,666 5,722 643 515 :va a~u 159 145
ZillbibMI ag,~l 18,421 '3,149 637 470 3t..~ 204 las '3(1

LATIN AMERlCA/CARIBeEAN
9razil 273,286 122,130 108,620 12,190 9,900 7,743 5,6M> 3,7:r3 J,3l?3
ec·sh Rica 5,031 2,013 2,058 281 227 171 125 83 73
Guatlllllia 15,661 1,4'11 6,312 542 ~ 337 237 149 143
Jallllica 4,078 1,743 1,6S8 20J 15 !l4 81 59 64
JlltlCico 137,770 56t 776 ~909 6,734 4,799 3,681 a~7U 1, '344 2,208
Peru ~,M7 18,873 16,002 1,~ 1,310 1,002 701 447 3S2
UrUgUiy 3,503 1,2~ 1,443 207 in 143 108 82 99

~--------------------------
Source: U. S. Bur.au of th. census, c.m.,. for InttrNtional Reuarch, Jnttrnltional Dati BaH on Aging.



Table 3. Average An~ual Pircent GrOMth and Percent Chang, in Older Populati~n, J'388 to ~'lO5 atld
~1(15 t~< zel2'o

Average Annual Ptreent GrQwth

1988 to 2005 2005 to 2Q2O

55 to 64 65 to 74 7S Ylars 55 to 64 65 to 74 75 years
CoUl'ltl"y years years and over years years and C'VI'"

ASIA
Bingladnh 2.3 3.4 3. J 4.8 2.7 3.3
China 2.0 2.6 4.3 3.4 3.6 3.~

Hong Kong 1. j ~.2 4.7 4.3 3.5 1.4
Ird!a 2.7 3.3 3.8 3.5 J.l 3.7
Indonesia 2.2 4.7 6.2 4.6 3.3 5.0
Kc~a, Republic of 3.0 4.0 3.4 J.7 z.e 4.3
Phi lippinn 3.3 3.6 3.9 3.8 3.6 4.0
Singapore 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.5 4.7 3.7
Thailarid 2.6 3.8 3.8 4.2 3..4 3.5
Turkey 2.1 3.5 3.4 4.1 a.8 3.4

AFRICA
KtJ'ly1 3.8 4.0 4.6 4.3 4.1 4.7
Malawi 2.8 2.7 1.6 2.8 3.7 3. It
Morccco 2.1 3.3 3.1 5.1 3.1 3.7
Tunisia 1.7 3.1 3.4 4.7 2.6 3.0
ZiMbaDwlt 3.2 3.0 1.7 4.9 3.8 4.0

LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Brazil 3.1 3.5 4.5 3.7 3.8 3.9
Costa Rica 4.0 3.8 4.7 4.4 4.4 4.2
Guateula 3.2 3..3 3.7 3.1 3.5 3.6
Jaaaica 1.6 1.0 1.6 4.9 3.4 2.0
"-lIico 3.2 3.6 3.3 4.2 3.4 3,9
Peru 3.1 3.6 3.7 3.9 3.5 4.':-
Uruguay -.7 .5 1.9 2.2 .4 .2
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Tabl, 3. AvfW'agv HI"'....ual PtrcflIt Gr<lMth and Ptreent Olar,ga in Old... Populations 1gee to aoos and
,z(1{I5 to ,?(I.."'O-- -COntinutd

Percent Chang.

1988 to 2005 2005 to ~~

55 to 64 65 to 14 ~ )lIars S5 to 64 6S to 74 75 years
Country years y'lJ'I and OVIr' years Ylars and OVIr'

ASIA
BangladHh 47.7 n.o 68.0 J06.3 49.9 7&.9
China 41.5 60.3 108.7 66.4 72.3 61.2
Hong Kong 25.2 46.0 122.8 91.3 69.7 23.3
India 57.1 73.8 '32.3 68.5 60.2 13.3
Indonai. 45.8 123.0 181.3 100-3 62.8 112.0
Kor-aa, R.public of 66.1 '38.7 78.7 74.3 51.1 89.9
Phi.hppinn 75.7 83.7 95.2 76.1 71~S u.e
Sing.JJO" 84.6 83.0 88.8 69.9 103.8 74.7
Thailand 56.0 90.1 90.8 88.9 66.4 68.2
Turkty ".1 80.1 79.2 84.6 51.1 65.9

~tUCA

Ktny. 89.5 9B.J 118.1 90.0 es.7 103.0
Malawi 60.3 57.3 31.3 5.?a 74. '3 67.Z
Morocco 42.4 76.J 69.3 11'*4 60.3 '15.J
iunisla ~.J 68.5 78.4 loa. 2 47.2 56.4
Zillbibw 71.3 ~J 3J.J 108.1 n.l 83.2

LATIN IKRICA/CARIBlEAH
Brazil 70.7 80.3 113.8 73.6 n.3 78.4
Costa Rica 96.9 ';U.5 123.9 92.4 93.6 87.0
GUBtllllla 73. 1 76.4 89.1 59.1 68.1 76.5
Jalllica 32.2 19.0 35.0 109.8 6S.9 35.1
Mtllito 71.3 84.9 74.6 88.9 65.4 78.4
Peru 68.6 83.4 87.1. 78.7 69.5 87.5
Uruguay -10.7 9.7 38.8 38.7 5.5 2.5

......-..--"'.'"
Notel AvlW'age lMU.l Pltmmt growth cll~lattd as 1ft 'lIpontMill gr'Mh r,.t,.

Sourct~ U.S. Bureau of the Censul, Centw for Ir.ttrnltional RtH'rch, Irrttmltional Date Biu m
Aging.
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Tllll, 4. I.rbIn Popul.UOft, by Sh arrtJ 01dfI9" Ate Groupaa S.tettlld YHrI, 1969 to 1984
Sl

Mel.. FIIlII..

rot.I, S5tt"" £5 y'iN '15 y.lt'tI 'V.•I, 55 yt.,.. €IS yttlrS '15 yta""

Country ¥;I,r all ~ a~ 0Yft' and om' llnd 0Ytr- .all ages and on" .nd ov.,. .nd OVIl"

llSlA

9.vlghd.sh m4 3,538,531 ':-IJ,I!56 M,SM 26,6'JO Z, 734, 781 144,543 63,241 al,~

1361 1,.i10,OOO 50'9,000 ~OOO 161,000 5,ll5ItOOO 348,000 157,000 114,000

DUN 1?eZ ItZ,149,99& 10,723,2313 4,182,812 1,02:0,811 getm,14' 10,964,I7S S, lef,On 1,680,490

Hong Kong 1161 2,412,201 ~,8Z4 !ZO,JM ll) 2,210,613 J:j6,282 m,&J7 III

Irtlh. ml se,718, In .,<124,234 1,526,269 426,617 50,378,274 3,637,672 1,494,664 m,ss:!
1981 83,813,517 6,Z04,il49 Z,'2J,34a 700,619 73,'151,550 5, 78$,813 2,4'3,325 1Ut 181

IlTdennll 1971 10, 194, J59 525,186 196t639 49,SSJ 10,~961 S'16,M6 245,422 U,608
1~ 16, ~39, 900 1,012,651 374,'16 I~,m 16,401,825 1,139,4n 48',857 161,593

~I. R9p. of 1170 6,_721 »O,m 87,7'11 en 6,"3,101 434,121 178,341 IXI
I,m 8,3'69,m 401,319 12t,S69 24,178 8,400;037 5e9,2JJ 53,:\28 71,~4

lW 1<t1,697,M3 557,rn 183,694 34,04:5 10,711,606 6,005 J65,Z07 I~,.:U

PtnHppann 1110 5,670,816 310,Z73 14",101 46,514 5,199,381 W,240 170,339 60,391
1175 6,553,324 446,,405 182,648 47,616 6, 7'52, 7'51 4&7,Ma 1'31,211' :58,733
1980 8, 165,413 5JS,9M 2".103 72,m ',178,240 no,4~ 341,6:11 1~,O5O

Th.allnd 1110 2,254.154 143,641 5!5, n8 ll) Z,~~ 17S,242 ",. m
1180 3,744,425 261.061 109,~ JO,. 3....91 3J4,n4 147,891 50,:129

Turkry 1170 6,'199,320 :541 0644 Z20,J60 !',4S9 5,120,64$ 616,245 291,722 ~,31a

1m '1,004,842 UI lIJ II) 7,",Ui II) m (Xl
1980 IO,2'1Z,UO IX) m IXI 'J,J72,.n (J) IX! (J)

fFRlal

Kmyl 1~9 627,216 (J) (J) m 452,632 IX) Ul UI
1m I, J03, 932 S2, 787 21,142 6,6n 1,073,002 3'),176 18,IZ8 6,741

""law. l'1n Z52,I~ 10,:107 J,N m 216,~ 7,446 J,W !Xl

Ib'OCC'O 1'171 2,621,91' 2'01,71' 94,678 m 2,140,046 204,323 103,.36 m

Tllftili. 1m 1,JCJ'J,2JO IZJ,~ 50,630 II) 1,J7'5,1OO 107,970 46,'1JO m
11M 1,e69.010 IM,~ &3,"20 Z.,51O l,el16,~ 168,~ ~,490 as,:510

llea_ 1'369 494,867 23,- 7,OM (II JOO,J6' 18,214 7,602 m
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Tabl, 4. llrb.n Pc,pulitIOf•• by s.••nd Oldll" Ag. Group,: Selecttd Vtl~. 196' to 1'364-continuld

"al•• F-..I..

fe.hl, ~ Y'Ir" 6Z ytirS 75 y'll'S r"t.\l, S5 iii" 65 yl.ll'l i5 if.'"
COUflt"'1 'fla r .11 '9ft and 0'1"*" .and ov.,. a.1ld OVtr all '9ft and ovtr lind 0'f11" aflC/ Ov.r

~!:M lWErUrn
, CAAlflEAH

Pr'HI 1TI0 25,173,431 1,'175,2?S BOJ. 470 ~l88 26,9lOI,~ 2,303.40& 19°10, til. 3j(),~

l~ 31,1'12,230 3•.?JO,1l88 1,"7,'}I') 821,616 4:, !7.?,54.? J,'MO,~ I,SM,m 1,111,845

ec"Ulhca 1'373 36(\,701 30,642 14,033 4,855 399,318 3'1,026 IS,493 ~, 717
1'364 514,426 41.534 24,"61 8,755 560,&.'8 63,017 3J,416 I.?,%H

Glllt...l. 1'373 m,~ 66,7lJO 29,216 9,095 ~m.506 78, !iS1 36,711 I.?,.i..~

Mtuco 1170 IJ,eaz, '314 1.(l(l3,1~ 463,048 143,320 14,~,6.a 1,183,sn 560,730 oroS,3tl8
I'38IJ 21,516,7.9 (Xl (Xl IXl ~,122,'380 IX) IX) m

1T12 '.O~'),J07 282,531 IZS,J90 :i'9,~ 4,~,B:l6 JI',IUO 154,174 56,184
1'381 S,517,76'3 421,~1 1'33.22. 11,290 S,574,154 .:53,164 2..~,Z.J 6'3,'371

UrUQIIIY 1m 1,099.634 1'38,910 '13.670 32,m 1,214,72a ~,gJ6 138,060 53,634

--_.-----._~ .._---------~--.---
lXl Hot A~III.bl'.

Sc-JI'nI U. S. Sur'lll of th, CeMus. C40ntlr for IntirnahCMI ~.rc:tI, Inttrn4lUOflII DaQ. 81M on Attn,_
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TAbl. 5. Rural Population, by 51. aM Olar A~ 6roupa: S.lKted VIII"S, 19&9 to 1914

M,ln F.-In

:otal, S5 y.ars £IS l~i"l 1S liars Total, 5SyuJ'S OS yur, lS ytlrs

Cour.tr"1 Year all agK and over arll! over and oVlr all agn .and OVII" .arJd 01/.,. .and OVII"

ASIA

Par,gladlsll l'374 3S,53.2,17A ~,855,128 1,.288,130 421,~ 31,672,231 2, 1'36,~ '338,013 J0'3,~5J

1'381 37,549,000 3,166,000 1,47'3,000 1,~,OOO 36t34J.OOO 2,502,000 1,V93,OOO 7~tOOO

ChIrJtl 1~ 407, .?""" ~'"5 42,410,521 17,686,418 4,.i!4l,~ J'3O, 347,686 46,496,821 ZZ,ZZO,24& 6,7.!4,llS

~.g KOflg 1'381 191,9&7 27,'170 la,~ m 171, n9 a'3,972 16,37'3 !Xl

lrdia 1'171 225,274,666 1'3,7Z6,515 -:',663tJJ5 Z,~83,600 213,672,W 18,131,619 7,441,~7 a,.?64,ll~

1'381 ~'J,'3S'3,4:;a Z4,327, 'lIZ IO,:m,624 2,%9,981 267,474,905 23.285, 132 'J,Sn,151 2,G71,J6a

lrdor.!ua 1971 4S,137,Z28 3,IZZ,475 1, ':43, 003 :iJO,646 41,7~IZ4J 3,Z87,764 1,283, UJ ,w,851
l~ !',500,73O 4,4~,681 1,813,693 579,0lIO 51,413,620 4,781,0«5 2,091,450 67St358

1<0,111, R,p. of 1170 '3,~3,a94 807, '36J 310,281 !Xl '3,212,536 I, ~i6,621 462,'1S9 !Xl
1'375 'J,075,J37 8J4,nJ 32'3,818 81,210 8,lW,669 1,0S2t 033 494,634 161, '117
1980 8,051,451 87&. 7~ 3S5. 787 82,972 ;;·!34S.~1 1,132,219 541,m 181,~7

PIll h PIli I'IK mo 12,56'3,1'33 649,684 3S6,68J 117,171 12,415,432 831,889 3S6t 741 128.V8
1m 14,722,m 1,037,174 4Z2,776 110,63' 14,041,679 957,071 :rJ8,Z'J7 117,461
1'J80 1:l,.i6J,614 1,043,263 469,zse 131,105 1.,791,193 1,251,0'" ~,479 162,612

Th.ll.lnd 1970 14,~053 1,009,101 407,835 IXI 14,~,J9(; 1,143.099 513,059 !Xl
1'360 18,M4,182 1,319,137 536,136 m,2~ 1St 607,442 1,581, nl 738.278 241,~

Turkty 1370 lI, ':'03, 735 !,131,513 487,447 108,914 11,672,146 1,,11,'133 ~,167 m,793
1375 11,73'3, 'J88 !Xl IXI !Xl 11,738,663 !Xl lJtI !Xl
1'380 I~, 423,232 1XI !Xl lXJ 12,664t 718 !Xl lXl !Xl

AFRICA

Ker,y. 1'369 4,a2S,l~ IX) !Xl IX) 5,OO7,&9a m IX) !Xl
1'37'J 6,287,5..'lo9 449,741 ZJ2,899 81'l089 6,6J3, 113 437,23.1 .m,2n n,848

M.lawl I'm .?,41&.~ ~4~ U8"m 1XI 2,653.095 240,283 122,941 IXI

Horocco I')il 5,042,039 :i04,081 278,577 IXI 4, ~1I,207 415,nt 237,203 !Xl

TUfilsu 1m 1,424,(120 136t460 56,740 IXI l,J10,1~ 102,'3JO 40,920 IXI
I~ i,6n,030 115,'310 84,1'30 24,320 1,61a,~ 137,470 ~,S50 16,110

:1.bIM 1$9 2,050,547 120,73:5 52,IJ9 IXI 2,J64,M4 ~228 45,068 IXI
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Tabl. 5. Rural Populati~ by Sell lll'ld Old". At. GrovpSl SeIKttd Yttrs, 1969 t .. 1984--tontinutd

Main F...ln

Total, S5yurs 6S ytirs 15 yUI'S rota I , S5yurs gsyiir'S :S furs
C4untry 'ear all a9" al'ld vvtr ard o\tr and (lVII" all iljlS al'ld OVIJ" aM 0'1'" al'ld "''ftr

LATIN iKRfCA
& CAR181lEIW

Frnil 1'J7(\ ZI, C16S, 100 I,~,~ 5a'J,Z6a 173,045 l'l, 'JIS, 014 1,2"S.(I~ ~,15'3 m.~4

1'100 19,865,'356 1,683, JI6 m,6a7 421.514 18,&43,937 l,m,192 611,'126 J86,46'J

(;(·sti Ri'. 1173 S77,8J4 41,411 18,669 5,952 533.867 33,43'7 14,803 4,9<1
1'3M 6'33, n() 57.019 Z7,'nS 10,214 647,76:l ~,~J 2J,:il ;- S,6a!.)

Cuit...l. 1'373 1,683,57'3 107,572 44,~O 14,568 1,518,451 9i,l1& 38,495 i2');~3-

IItlllen 1'310 10,182,700 8(18,024 3%,llS 1.28,45'J '3,1J3,'lea 7~,4~ J:lI,l.t1 12J,~

1'J8() 11,462,558 (I) 1XI Ul 11,064,:546 IX) m IX!

l'J72 2,752,1Y)4 238,"9 1l2,~ 43,347 2,117,888 ~374 IZ9,'336 ~,674

19lI1 2,172,0'38 :m,317 13:?,1S5 53,694 2,941,189 .279,~4 1"2.058 603,J.\c ~

lII'ugu.y I';' :?Ii'3, ne 46,28'l 20,1'4 5,'322 .ro4,m 31,159 14,~,l 5.~

--------------
(XI Not av.alabl••

Sourc.a U. So eu,..11 of th. c.MUI, c.ntll" for InttrTt.lhonal RewIl"C'h, Intll"l\lUQrlll Oat. B.t.. on Aging.



T,III... Ol*" UrtNft PopulltiOft u a~ of Total lIrtlaII PotNlation. by Sft and •• and~ 511. RlihOil

Stilet... v..... 19&9 to I~
ss

ASIA

55 )'Hl'S M yll1'S ~ yl~

vu,. iI'ICI 0'1'''' lind O'tlr lINl O'tlr

55)'Hn 6S yNr'S 7'.5 y.....
lINl~ W Irnft' .reI OVII"

55 )'Ian 6S yt~ 7'.5 yurt
and INti" and OVtl" lind INti"

IfCIi.

IfClont'l'

1774
1'361

I~I

1171
1'361

1171
11$0

1770
1'J15
1'iaO

1110
1m
I~

1110
11&0

6.0
6.1

1M

5.02
6.02

6.5
6.1
6.1

6..
1.0

1.4
1.5
1.7

.il

.'1

III

.7

.8

.5

.1

III
.3
.3

.4

.1

.8

III
.8

.8

50l
5.1

11.1

16.1

7.02
7.8

6.7
1.0
7.7

1.6
8.1

8.0

3.0
3.4

M
3.0

z.a
J.O
14

3.5
J.8

.. ')

.8
I.'}

1.1

.1
1.0

.1
1.0

III
.8

1.0

1.0
.1

1.1

III
1.3

1.6

110.6
101.02

8O.Z
1&.5

61.1
61.1
61.5

67.5
92.2
11.4

10.3
13.1

75.5

n.l
al.1
70.1

1m

1177

1'171

I'J~

I'JM

1969

1770
I~

4.0

•• 1

1.7

U

'.'1

7.'
I ••

1.6

1.5

3.6
••5

1.4

III

III
I.J

.'J
.!.I

3.1

Jo •

1.8

'.J

1.1

1.5

J••

1~.1

138••

116.6

11.5

101.'
111.3

770$
n.6

m
'M.l

1110

1772
1161

1m

7••

1.0
7.6

ILl

J.1
•• 1

3.l

3.3

1.1

I.]
1.1

1.0

1.0

1.0
I.J

3.0

1.1
II•.!

8.1

•• 0,

J.I
••0

II••

1.7

I.J

1.4

I ••
1.6

•••

84.'

n.7

7'. 'I
74.4

11.6

n.7

7:1.3
10••

lJ.1

'ilrbill' r,f,,.. to 10001Ihh" d,f1r-.1 II ,Ildl by ,lldl ~\lntry. IfCllvld".1 I'liltaCNI dtfinlhOM .rw IVtllllll, In tht itiriJUlHlt'If.
t(l ,."pchw Inttt"NhQNl D.u S.... M Atlhi lIbl".

'Sf" r.Uo· " definld II th, ~\IIII»r 0' ..I" 1/\ • ghtl'l .g. "',gory per 100 ,...1" 1/\ thl cat.gory.

~l U.s. lIIn... of t/lt ~Il. t.nt" fOf' IntrrNUQNl Rftean:h. InttrNtiONI 0411 Oft lIIi,..



Table 7. ;'eN:l?T;t ::f?lN1e fe<r ~'«pulation 25 Years and Over. by Age: 13sa IIT<d Z'(t2(l

1';88

.?5 teo ~'3 ~.(I te< 5'3 6(1 to 64 {)5 teo 6'3 ;(! to 70\ 75 to 79 ~(1 yeats
COuTltry years years years years )'ears years and over

-----------------~--------------------~------------------------------~.--------------------------
ASIA
Far,y 1adesh 48.0\ 46.& 45.4 45.6 46.6 46.5 4S.'3
ChHla 47.6 47.(. 1t6.7 5(1.6 53.3 56.8 62.'3
4c,r,g Ke'T'9 47.2 ~.& 49.5 51.8 54.4 61.6 71.6
It,dia 47.'3 1t'3.0 1t9.4 5(1.6 53.S 5'3.5 63. \\
1rlde'TIKi a 50.0 sa. 6 53.8 S4• .1 55.0 56.0 5'3.0
Kc·rea, Republ u: cof 48.6 ~1. '3 56. '3 58. i 61.3 67.~ 7~.5

r't! 111 ppH,es 5(1.3 51.3 5~.3 53.4 53.8 54.2 56.5
51"gape<re 48.'3 4'3.6 1t'3.7 51.6 54.1 57.5 63.6
ThiularJd 4'3.2 50.5 51.8 53.5 56.5 £1.1 6a.6
Turkey 49.2 5O.e 50.2 51.7 54.1 ~<6.1 5'3.8

~RJCA

Kitiya 51.1 52.5 ~.6 53.6 54.3 55.0 56.6
HalaWl t- ? 53.8 55.0 55.4 54.6 54.1 54.601,)...

tIorcCt'O 51.5 5.?4 49.8 48.4 48.0 48.4 49. 'J
TUTla1a 5().6 5(1.'? 46.2 46.4 45.5 44.3 44.3
Zillba~t 54.0 48.5 46.7 4a.l ~'J.7 SI. a ~G.'~

LATIN (~RICAiCARltrf~

Fra':11 SO. 1 5.? " 53.9 55.0 S6.6 58.9 63.')
CC'lita R1Cil 4'3.5 W.4 5/,. " ~.O '53.7 :16.2 60.6
GuatelAa1a 4'3.5 5{\.O !i<l.7 5J.2 5J.6 ~.3 54.7
JaMaica 51.6 51.6 ~) 53.3 5<\.2 55.1 5'9.4.--
Me!C1C'O 51. '3 51.3 5J.6 52.6 '53.9 ~.4 55.1
Peru 4'3.5 SO. 6 51.8 5C.'3 54.2 55.9 58.7
Uruguay 5(1.9 ~.4 53.4 54.6 56.1,; 59.2 64.4

56



·i:.c:e 7. ;fert;:" ~ ~i'~ale fe,. Pco'.llat1clr, ~5 Years ar,d O'-,'er, by Age: 1'388 and .?\.)~(,--e"f,t1 f,\led

~~(t

2S t,· 4'3 5(1 to 5'3 60 to 60\ 65 tel 6'3 70 to N 75 tel 79 60 years
C~\lr.t('y years years years y'ears ,eats years and o¥er
~---------~------------------_.--------------------------_._------~~----------------_._-----------

ASIA
~ar,g 1aoesh 47.5 47.1 47. J 5<1. 7 53.7 S4•.? 55.5
(hIM 43.& 4'3.1 48•.3 4'3.'3 50.3 51.7 53.3
!i<mg Ke",g 44.'3 46.0 48. J 48.8 49.6 5(1. S 57.5
Ifldla 48.3 46.5 4'3.~ 50.8 54.3 61.6 70.7
1"de",es1a 4'3.6 ~1.7 5J.8 ~3.0 55.2 57.5 6J. ()
Kc,rea, RepublIc e,f 48.3 49.7 5.?2 53.J 57.2 6.:.'3 7a.4
Ph 111 PP1 r,es 5(1. (I 5J.4 52.5 53.4 54.2 55.5 58.'3
51 r,qolpcn' 48.7 49.5 50.6 sa. 6 54.'3 58.0 63.4
ThaIlarfd 49.'3 5<t.2 51, 5 52.8 5~.'3 £0.3 Ga. 8
Tud'e, 4'3.3 48.'3 5(1.3 5J.8 53.8 56.1 59.S

AFRICA
Ker,ya 50.5 51. 5 ~. 7 54.2 55.7 57.(1 59. 7
MalawI 50.4 51.2 55.4 59.7 6(1.4 6{1.l 63.4
Me,re,cco 49. 7 51.9 52..7 53.8 ~~.9 57.'3 6(1.0
TlJf'l!lcl 4'3.5 5f~. 0 51. :i t:~ .. 55.4 57.5 5>\.6.I,).,)

Z118babHi 50,2 52•.? 57.4 ~8,a sa. 1 ~e.z 58.0\

LflfiN AMtRICA/CtlRIHt.....
frao: 11 4'3.3 50.5 51. '3 5.1,2 55. (I 57.6 6.2.5
Cc'~ta fhca 4'3.'? 4'3.'3 51. (I 5Z.4 5'\.3 57.1 &3.6
GUitelAala ~(I.l 5(\.'3 5J. " 51.7 52. (\ ~ ..,J -. 54.6..t... ~

JaJUlca 48.3 50. It 53.6 54.2 51\.7 51.0 61.5
"lei!; 1ce' 4? '3 51.7 54. ;) 55.3 56.2 57.3 58.1
r'eru 43.5 SO. 4 51.6 52.7 5'Y.2 56.0\ b(l.~

Ur\leuay ~'J.5 5J. 1 ~J. (I :~.O 58.8 6J.7 67.5

...... __ ..._..._....._-_ ..._--------.,.--
$e·urcel U.S. Fureau of the census, Center for International Research, International Data ~ase

,,', Ag1f,g.
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S8

TlbJ. 8. ""'itlJ Stltu ~ 01... PopIlltlon, by Sltll Illd .= Sltltctld YHJ"S, 1970 to 19M

Mal"

CoImtry, YNr, ~I SlPpIrattd ~
.1Id a.. Total Si",hr Min-ilKi uniOl'l Wicto.ld or diYOt"'C1Id Nirlwd

ASIA

B.ultlldllh
1974

55 to M 1,695. JII 14,144 1,5?it451 m aJ.804 1,912 .t.9
65 aNi CWW' 1,372,981 12,345 1,211,E7S m 141,891 1,016 10.8

1981
55 to M 1,969,481 28, 141 1,~,!M5 IX) 74,55'9 1,197 3.8
6:i and O'm' 1,10',863 ~,187 It 51a..l~ m 181.i!04 1,053 10.6

OliNI.
50 to 5'9 J8,9!!5,45O 1,1~670 JJ, 740,040 m !,JI5,6Oa 181,140 8.5
60 to 79 JJ, 71!,JEO 151,010 23,I5O,JSO IX) 8,534,61;0 5JO,~ i!5.J
80 INl eMIr 1,160,680 44,160 65t,620 IX) 1,0.7,130 14.m ~.5

Hont ICOI'It
1!111
~ to 64 127,225 4,28'9 116,301 m 5,924 111 4.7
65 And fNW' 59,139 1,61C' 50,09' m 7,138 2W 12.1

1976
55 to 64 164,950 6,490 149,550 en 1,080 1,8JO 4.J
65 aNi OWl" 85,620 2,420 12,200 m 10., 140 860 11.4

1981
55 to 64 200,201 10,611 115,89'9 IX) 11,600 1,944 5.8
65 and over 132,593 4,727 105,943 m 2O,9JO 99J 15.8

Irtdi.
1971

55 to M 14,352,002 3U,I64 11,15,418 m 2, U2, 133 66.,281 14.7
65 II'Id 0YI9" 9,~212 226,~1 6,520,836 IX) 2,491,951 43,871 26.6

1981
55 to M 11,117,880 _498 15,361,824 m 2,0IJ1,516 69,912 11.7
65 and OWl" 12,625,09.l 2SJ,621 9,375,334 m 2,9'1,660 48,4M 23.3

IndoMtsi.
I91J

55 to 64 2,_419 35,096 1,'J50,J41 m 194,512 28,464 8.8
65 IlI1d CNtr 1,4JCJ,M2 19,1St 1,12I,n5 m ~9,286 22,510 18.1
7'S .Nt 0''11\1' J80,1J9 5,848 268,M2 m 99,'-'8 6,091 26.2

1m
5'5 to 64 2,5'99,515 20,860 2,316, 7116 (XI 249,130 12,139 9.6
65 aNi eMIr 1,572,899 9,595 1,2S1,201 m 301,~ 10,305 19.2
75 aNI 0VI9' 417,437 Z,Jfl2 300,153 m lU,812 !, 110 26.8I.
55 to 64 J,ffl,731 iJ,.,1 3,OI5,B en 191,399 4I,seJ 5.8
65 .. cww 2, 118,609 19,761 1,717.5J'7 m ,340.,019 41,~ 15.5
75 ... 0WWf' 6M,422 7,251 507.5tO eX) a".7. a3,'" 23.2



r..... 8. IIfIrital .... 01 Ol*", "....UCIfIt by t.Jn .... Aft. Sltlret_ v..-... &9'10 to l..~i....
-\

59

Mal..

tOIatry, }'INr, CoIwnMaI ~... PwctIM..... Total 5,,,,1. ,..,.ill'd lIftillft WidGllld fit' diVClI'Cfd .i~

MIA

Moru, IItp. of

1m
51S to" 1&.1,,611 1,095 lZ8,1J1 til 50,'1JJ 2,1'Si! 6.5
6S .. eMf' 458, .lIioO 615 ,M,MO «II 100,_ I,OOJ 22.0

I.
515\0" tM,m 1,'12 U4,~ IIJ ~062 ~~1 6.2
f,5 ..,., crew m,.14 81' 431,132 en 106.J'J4 1,012 1'.1
15 .. O¥W II" '1J! ail 14,iJ4 m 4.2.324 I&S )!.l!

Alihp,lfft
1'110

" to 64 llJ,a1J 20,"4 UO,55I CIt 56..101 4,W 8.1

" MIl f1'tf!f
~,,,,, 13,47' 381,010 II) IIJ6, 64J J,JOe 21.1

.m
'!i to M 'T7,m 44,m 764,172 m 6.1,- 4,993 1.a

" .... om' "",9M lit- 461"m III I0l5w 2'!lI! 4,.111 17.,I.
55 to 64 .... '78 2t,l52 1St,"" m n.m 1,"1 '.0
" W WIll'

7'Jl.N l4,~ 61' lIS CIt 146,4e 5,425 11.5
15 W f1'tf!f a.m "OSI 154.001 UJ 64,121 1,411 Z.. ,

sa.....
1770

Z to It4 "-W J" 531 ~.JI4 lit 4,15' 446 0.0
65 .... O\I'W' JO.5f'J l,lt7 l'."1 m ". z.n ZI.5
7S ffIll\~ 1,6'0 4'-J J.3U til 2,000 40 St. I,.
'.lIS to" "" 1M J,.1tt ",on III .1,7., 120 5.6
6S .. O\ltf' 'A,zce l.J» Jl,nl III 9.,541 W ,I.,
7'S t:IId 0Wf' Il,O» m 1,102 III l,64J III JO.J

Ill.......
1m

2i to" tlllJ)7 "'~ "',56.1 m 54,016 1.1,'" 7.'
65 ..... 0'tW 460,.111 lJ,. w,~ ill ~""IOI lI,m I'.'I.
~ to" m"B ."'.... ei!2t47~ m 11,139 l1,m •• J
65 .... <MI" 611,661 lo...~1 ~I•• &II 14s,lrJl 14,llt 21.6

f'rif1
1770
~toM ~.,ut I"'" 161.,". m 60,010 ',414 '.J
" .. MIl' "',610 lI,m 54"'" In I&1,Jl34 5,'J)I 11.2

,m
~ to 64 nJ..J5 Jl.ZZ4 IOIS,$'M III 4f,t86 '1,131 5••
60S .,., CMr' 1O',l.' "'.041 6.'.132 «II 130,4114 1,5'16 16.3

.VO

:lI5 to " "7,.11 1l.ID m,14J III .,••n ',7.16 •• 3
6S .,.. Q'WII' ftJ..JliO lO,m 7$1,'" III 'n.- ','10 ....



rMIII 8. ....it.l Iht. IJIf 01_ PoplidieM, br !in .... Ap. Sltlll'Cted V..... 1970 to 1.-caMi....
60

......
Courrtry, yNr, CoNIftsv,al ~ed PlIraftt
t1IIII '11 Total SI",I. lIIrrin union Wi.... or dl\'OrCIlI ......
RIM

~I••
1970-12

60 ani crm 125,57! 495 JJl,5J& II) 3,G24 3,92. 2.,

I'm
55 to (.4 1IJ,4M 1,5" 1(X5,216 (IJ 2,Gi70 J,9f1 2••
65 Md OWl" 1~1" 1,740 106, 166 m &.m 5,494 7.2

Milr'«co
1971

55 tc 64 332,610 11,022 J04,m m Io,~ 6,2'7S 3.2
65 ... OWW' .m,255 13.,137 314,402 m 36,146 &.970 9.'

19I1I2
~ toM 481,613 1,0J5 451,518 ell 13,111 "In 2.9
65 IJId 0YIr' 424,846 7,546 367,411 fI) 4O,'J'f7 ',* 9.5
75 and OWl" 170,2.60 J,lOJ 1J1,207 IIJ 2.,4" 4,. ••••

TUIlisi.
1m

55 to" ISB.I20 3,920 147,150 m 5,120 1,240 3.7
6S _ WIt' 111,990 J,,wo 100.140 lJ) IJ,SilO 1,J20 1S.4I.
55 to £4 191,330 4,390 180,140 m 5, ItO 160 3.1
65 MId OYW 167,260 "490 141,6CO rn 18,2a' 950 10.9

u...
I"

55 to 64 144,2:10 "495 127,455 CI) 4,515 5,785 3.1
65 .ltd OYer U5,9JO ". 94,161 (II 'J,2I67 4,_ 1.0
75 .NI OWl" 47,310 J,23 36,115 (IJ 5,~ 1,717 H.I

lATIN IllEJUCAlCAR.BIlEM

DrIlH
1970

Zl5to64 l,CIO,906 JJ7,9i2 1,645,. 112,m IJJ, TIl 10,lM 6..
65 and 0YIr' 1,395, 7'51 12,m zt,m 61,O'!M at,~,1 :so, 332 1.,5

1910
55 to 64 2,7(1J,S62 Itl,JIO 2.,5,365 IIJ 132,35;1 n,S4 4.'
tiS aNI O'IS'I' 2., 199,520 U7,_ I,""";U en ;M7,749 .,.- 15.'

Coli. IU"•
•913

55 to 64 39,.151 4,"$ 27,':101 ot,l28 I,," l,l'I 4.9
65 ... OWl" 3it7Oi 3,'" 20,204 2,438 5,AY I,m I~'
75 aM O'IS'I' 10,807 1,241 5,6'4 '!Il7 2,I:U 418 26. ..

.9M
55 to 64 54,514 5.2U Jl,9JCJ 6.064 1,'13 2,J65 3.5
65 IIIIf WIlt' ~041 "'477 32,504 3,. 7,$70 2,. .4.5



TBbl. B. Mrit.l fAat. of 01_ PopIlatiClft, brt SIn iN Ap. 9lt1"'illd VHf'S, 1m to 19M-coMi... 61

Mal..

Country, yur, ~I Sltpwatld IlWcwM....... Tohl Si",l. Marri... lIniOl'l Wi..... (If' di~ .i....

LATIN IIOIDVaIIIIBIIBIt

Gut_I.
1m

55 to ~ 100,<5 8,159 44,316 31,963 7,m 667 7.9
6S .... OVW' 71,95'J 6,512 29,434 22,531 14,861 531 20.1
T.i ... O'm' 23,m l.0rJ7 7,8M 6,422 7,001 159 ~.1

198!
55 to M 125,900 5,600 63,200 45,500 9,100 2,:iOO 7.2
6:5 iUld 0¥t9" 91,000 3,900 42,500 27,100 17,300 2,200 18.6
7S 1M OYII" 34000 I,JOO 12.930 8,coo 8,900 700 V.I

J....i~.
1770

!is to M 53.,807 16, 131 3.,415 (Xl 2.,199 1,((15 4.1
65 ANI 0Yft' 43,~ 21,311 26,3'. ex) 5,021 787 11.5

""teo
1970

515 to 64 952,9 1'5,632 716,013 107,:114 53,600 19,769 5.6
65 .,., CMI'r' 859,166 81,67'9 ~,O:JS 14,111 110,133 21,438 12.9
75 1M 0't'IIr 271,77'9 11,022 153,005 24,0&9 :SO,m 7,344 18.:S

PIMa
1972

5!S to 54 280,616 20,'16 117,011 40,2.01 26,7'.11 5,724 9.5
65 IJId owr 23:5,807 11,5'5 134,718 26,572 51,_ 4,016 22,0

1981
515 to" J6I, 1!9 ZJ.,4a 26J,81,4 41,435 29,66. 7,781 8.1
615 .nd o¥w J2J,4JJ 19,m 2OO,m 3O,m 6:5,962 6,2.2:5 20.4

lht~
1m

55 to M 125, 100 17,700 91,200 5,100 5,100 5,300 4.1
6S .. CMI" UI,IOO 14,800 n,JOO J,IOO 17,l5OO 4,700 14.'
75 Ird fNW 37,500 4,700 2¥,100 800 9,700 1,200 a9



r.ola a. _itll 9t1t. ~ 01_ Po,lillhOftr by SIn Iftd .' SIIIKiIld v...... 197'0 to 19I4~illUlld 62

F_I..

CowItry, yNI/', C3NIIftMII ~td ~

.Nt ... Tot.1 Singl. Mlrrild ilium Wicblld Of' diYorcW Ificbltd

ASIA

o.IlIJJ~

1974
5'5 to 64 1,339,206 4,104 m,702 II) 752.369 s., 031 ~2

6S Ind WIt' I,O~I,340 4,916 ~7a7 II) 785,649 2,On 71.5

1981
55 to 64 1,~r9,~ 13, 736 743, 7J5 IX) 838,107 3,9'S7 52.4

65 1M 0VI9' 1,2~19t 641 1,J60 344,564 II) 901,865 2,052 72.2

DliN
I.

50 to 59 35,626,JOO ~270 29,271,140 II) " 112., 760 167,130 17.2
60 to 79 37,701, 310 ;1,310 16,.120 m 20, 1"M,e40 145,940 55.1
80 I'" CIYW' 3,28D,JaO 8t 710 234,240 II) J,OJ:J.140 4,2'30 92.:5

IfonI lCor4
1971

55 ttl 6" I~',OIO 10,661 96,322 m 31,381 716 22.6
65 tUld t:IYW' 118,433 6,720 62.$72 m 48,673 361 U.l

1976
5!!l to 64 16Ct.,060 10,330 120,010 II) :c.m 1,930 20.3
6S II'ld 0'tIft' 152,690 10,930 74,~ (II 6S., 610 1,400 43.0

1981

:i'5 to " I~OJI 8,~ 131,_ m 49,425 2,041 25.7
6S Ind 0VIf' 194,216 13, 711 66,1170 m 111,1&S 1,8&0 5'1.5

Indi.
1971

55 to 64 12,Ml,0fi6 Sl,031 5,965t6IJ IXI 6, 7SB,20' 64,01' 32.6
6S tind OWPI" 8,~952 ~093 ~Z2O,930 II) 6,646,. 29,~7 74.4

lCJ8J
~ to" 16,697,610 ",941 9,116,951 IX) 7,431t7J9 81,'172 44.5
65 oVId f1'IWf" l~m,2Z7 :10,035 3,m,769 IX) e,7«5,535 41,887 70.3

Indc'lWsi.
J'm
~ to 64 2,B,U5 20,125 932t94i m .,314,," 81,097 55.a
G5 1M 0Vf'I" J,w,m 12',753 ~,'1'11 m I,U5,Jt3 45,'"2 73.0
7'5 .nd 0YIr 406,45'9 3,749 61,817 IX) 324,097 9,726 79.7

1m
55 to 64 2,649,323 20, 14i 1,_.7 m 1,545,2&0 25,~ 51.3
65 iJld CNfW' 1,1f>J,2U 12,," 34t,. II) 1,431,170 9,896 79.4
75 lild 0Wf' 478, 171 2,938 5I,~ m 414,644 1,633 86.7

I'JIO
55 to 64 3, :119, 17'5 32,654 1,611,490 II) 1,417,193 210.131 44.2
65 and owr 2,51:11 f 307 26,&25 657,722 (I) 1,764,IJ2 132t621 61.3
7S and owr 836,9S1 9.,.20 144,331 (II 648,026 1:1, 174 n.4



rul. B. ....itil 9htlaa of Oldlll" Poptldion, ~ 911 INI Aft: SilIIC'tIld V...., 1970 to 19M-(ofttil'lUlld
63

F.-1ft

Couftt"Y, Ylfr, CclMIIMuaI 91p1Nt- IlIraftt
and a~ rot.1 S'1'41. M1n-ild uniOl'l WidoMld C1t' divcn:wd ,,;ctc.d

ASIA

Kl:ni, Ailp. of
1915

:'is to 64 892,965 1,25' 467,699 m 4a),~90 J.522 47.1
65 and OWl' 748.,040 941 HU,GGI IX) ~677 1,431 75.4

1980
5:5 to 64 I, 05l!., 347 1,456 ~995 In 480,351 ",m 45.6
65 and OWl' 906,571 913 220,236 IXI 683,937 1,4«S 75.4
15 ind OWl" 283.692 286 32,'366 IX) 2M,092 348 88.2

~i lifllli,,"
1970

55\064 7~960 ~,JI2 461,663 IX) 181,836 7,149 25,,8
65 .nd eMIr' 525,339 38,095 207,5 m 216,J24 J,364 2.6

1m
5:5 to 64 8Z7,618 48,83:1 ~,469 IX) 109,771 8,5.16 ~,

65 tlnd 0VlW' 595,711 42t<5 26',671 m m,7JO "2M 46.6

1980
55 to 64 1,029,004 12,616 693,846 IX) 250,410 !~072 2~.3

65 iUld O\W' 8.1It29lt 69,601 366,999 IX) 39',1'JO "9&1 47.1
7'5 tlnd OYW 2~4J7 21,440 67,1~ iii 1:16, 115 1,7S6 63.3

SiNjlpcn
1970

:'is to 64 ~246 J, 13J 2atm m ~7M 436 41.2
6:i lind 1:NIW .Je,n'J 2,161 8,717 IX) 27,W 144 71.4
75 and OWl" 11,187 5Z7 1,325 IX) 9,311 24 83.2

1980
55 to 64 64,301 2,~ JI,~ IX) 22tJ72 1,164 34.S
65 tlnd over 62,122 3,405 IG,4&5 m 40,3-s1 495 64.3
15 tiM OWl" 19,234 I,OJO 2,m m l~lU 9t 78.6

Th.iltlnd
1970

55 to 64 721,&:51 15,94S .34,047 lXJ 2~J.OJ& 28,823 33.7
6S and owr 5C,9!lS 11,5'94 2G2t726 IX) 3SJ,aM 1"871 60.6

1980
:'is to M 991,614 2S,93I 61J.225 en 32O,55J 37,900 32.1
6S iNI om' 853,181 17,261 296,123 IX) 517,901 21,190 60.1

Turtury
1970

55 to 64 c.Mi,~ 1l,~ 638,241 lXJ 214,0'1 12,920 30.0
6S tlnd (Nfl(' 811,867 !J,M _100 m 486,917 11,015 59.5

197'5
~ to 64 914,~3 Ja,CJJl 61~,07J IX) 2~5,626 16,313 26.8
6S .nd OWl" 969,729 60,407 38&,614 IX) 5OO,9S1 19,727 51.7

1980
5S to 64 97'5,150 13,164 693,J9t IX) 2S,612 12,6JO 26.3
65 .NI 0YIt' 1,157,817 14,171 4&1,671 IX) 64&,201 JJ, III 56..0



T.l. 9. ....itll ••• of OJ_ PapalItian, ~ .... AlltJ 9IJKtIll YHrS, 1!1'O to I9IM-co..tiftllld
64

F_J..

CCMI'It"'1, ywr, ~J .,..atllll Pwcwnl
.nd • Total 5i",l. ....,.itd lII'lion Iii..., or diYOr't'lId .1-..
~JCA

MaJ...i
1970-72

60 and CMI" 117,817 ~95 53,611 m ~,,~18 1~,217 ~I.'

1m
55 to 64 121, JJ2 1,241 75,.IJ en JO,27J 1~,OOO 2~.9

~ al'ld CMI" 125,828 1,711 49,739 m 61,215 13, 163 48.6

fboocco
1971

55 to 64 299,453 10,486 132,260 en 139,. 11,151 46.6
65 Iftd CMIf' 340,641 14,215 65,949 m 2~J,m 17,024 71.5

1912
55 to 64 456,984 5,515 240,762 un 111,131 22,576 41.2
65 Ind Q'If/t' J7S,217 7,~ 85,414 m 266,1J7 15,"" 71.1
75 _ owr IU,225 2.939 11,511 II) U6, 189 5,526 81.1

TlIflll"
1m

5S to 64 129,410 3,090 11,400 en ~1,iMO 3,140 ~.3

6S .and OWl' 100,420 4,150 JO,890 m 61,720 3,6$,) 61.5

191M
~ to 64 172,410 3,340 UJ,IOO en 53,310 2,030 30.9
65 and eMIt" 131,950 4,180 44,210 m 11,"90 1,400 61.1

l' IIIIbIlMt
1982

55 to 64 126,<:60 \- 76,401 en 3'9,011 6t713 31.0
65 and Om" 122, no 5,902 44,313 (II 66,. 5,490 54.6
75 .... fNfI1' 53t440 3,13' 14,m m JJ,J47 2,216 62.0

lATIN .iUOVCJlRlf~EAN

Brazil
1970
~ to M 2,04J,312 17'5,IU2 1,071,991 52,892 621,m IlI,I42 30.4
65 w 0Vft' 1,544,432 140,333 424,4'1 1&,. 893,m 6"~ 51.'

1980
55 to 64 z,T1I,m 231,811 1,673, 165 II) 716,213 1S1,316 a.
il5 ... fMIf' 2,~1Or392 2JS,1J:J 793,478 II) 1,J:l6,m 85,312 54.9

1Mb R'~.

1m
55 to 64 39,167 6,451 20,176 2,330 7,096 2,501 14.t
6.5 Ind 0Wf' 33,296 6,m 11,O«J 1,060 IJ,N 1,304 40.7
1:5 iJId OYW u,~ z,J02 2,m 21J 6,2.'02 vo 53.7

19M
55 to 64 :i6,~ 1,163 30,313 3,611 8,22 4,7U 1'.2
65 INi OWl' 55,913 ',ese t,,~ 1,_ 21,9'2 3,093 39.a



T..... 8. .....it.l .It. of 0:....Iltl.... ." .. .., .' 9tllrlad V""' 1970 to 19M-<otrtiftllllli
65

F_I..

~"'f, )'Hl", ~l s.,.r.t..t PltraIIll
Iftd -te Tot•• Sir"•• ......ild won Wi..... 01' divorud ltilbM

LATIN IIDIOI/D¥llfll£lll

Gut..l.
1m

55 to 64 14,108 1J,Q2J 3O,~9 22.569 26.t247 1,700 27.9
r.s MIt CMI" 74,802 11,114 14,819 9,834 37,424 911 50.0
75 I1Ild om- ~oel J,9'JJ J,1l7 2,401 J5.:t62 202 61.2

1911
5':5 to 64 111,200 1,300 43,500 26,800 31,800 6,800 V.A
65 I1Ild om- 94,100 7,900 21,500 U,600 4&,800 4,300 51.9
T5 .wt CMI" 3Jr.900 3,000 5,000 2tCJOO 21,900 1,100 64.6

J_Ic.
1970

55 to 64 56,280 13,'114 V,28I 5,9i20 I, l~. 984 14.4
65 .. lMI" 55,256 20,420 16,128 II,~OI 600 ~..

Mnit'O
1970

s" to 64 m,114 11,251 5'7,331 15,169 229,3;M 43,429 23.5
65 and 0'tW 932,2.19 120,540 J43,770 48,336 -"19 36,614 41.1
T5 and eMf" J2I, 790 5',929 81,1117 IJ,m 159,461 12,003 41.5

~

1972
55 to 64 288,57' ~2Z7 IJS,391 31,019 n,644 9,291 26.9
65 I1Ild avrr m,019 JS,798 80,089 11,~ 139,3&.1 5,327 49.9

1981
55 to 64 36.ltW ).\1" 200,:511 J2,~ 86,~ 14,5J7 ZJ.1
65 1M CMIf" 356,481 30,420 119,:100 20,276 116,824 9, "fiI 49.6

lhiJlYY
1m

55 to 64 132,000 11,300 74,900 4,600 V,500 7,500 20.1
65 aM owrr I~:SOO 2J, 100 44,800 2,800 74,500 5,300 49.5
75 II'd qmo "l,IOO 9,900 10,100 800 ~100 1,600 62.1

m Not neilIbJ••

For countr'" ltithCMt" dil. Ofl C<IlUMUa11 uNOMy Ift'1 Iud! lIfticn .,.. 1&1U11ly hw:lw11d in the •......ild· clltftO"'Y.

Sown, u.s. 8lw1tU of ttlt c..r.., c.nt... fOir InttmlUONI fItwudt, IntlrNtiOllll Data .... Oft AlJi...
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Tabl. II. Ed~.tiClNI Attai......t of PopulatiOft 25 Y"" aNt Ovwr, by Sb and Api S.IIdM Y""t 1970 to 1912

9It'oNIry l.w1 01" JItn PoIt"'9lc:oNlolry LIWI

Country, yHr', Z5 to" 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 )'Hr''I 25 to 44 4' to 54 55 to 64 65 )'Hr'I

a~lf. y"rs ~ Y"N" aNt Oftr' )'N" YNt'S yfM'S oiNt OWl"

ASIA

Bal'llJladfth
1941

Mal. 12.6 6.1 1 3.7 (Xl 3.0 1.3 .7 m
F.-I. 1.5 .5

I
.3 m .3 .2 1

.1 eX)

OliN
1982

Mal. 40.7 18.1 2 12•9 1 7.5 1.4 1.8 2 .9 1.5
FIMI. 22.2 ".6 2 2..0 1 .8 .6 .5 2 .2 ) .1

Hor4 Kong
1971

....1. '11.8 a7 23.6 18. 'J 7.1 5.6 6.1 5. ..
F_I. 23.2 11.7 6.8 2." :L8 2.0 1.2 .5

1976

Mil' 32.5 15.4 16. J 15.0 9.3 4.6 5.3 5.5
F...I. 23.6 7.1 5.6 2.:1 4.9 1.5 1.1 .4

1911

Mil" 59.8 31.3 as 22.4 1S.3 7.3 5.6 5.4
F...I, 48.3 15.2 10.8 4.9 1.0 3.0 2.0 1.1

Indil
1CJ71

Md' ~ 23. 7 • 17.7 IX) IX) .. 5.0 ' 3.8 m m
FlI!lNl' ~ 17.1 ' 11.1 ex) CXJ 10 3.7 ' !.9 IX) m

1981
....1. ~28.g ~2J.9 en IX) 47.1 5 5.1 m en
F.-I. ~ 23.1 ' Ii, 1 m (XI 10 &.4 ' 3. 7 IX) IX)

IndoNIil
lCJ71

1.2....1' 5.2 1.4 I .8 en 1.1 .3 IX)
1 mFNII. 1.6 .3 .1 (I) .2

1976

NIl' 7.6 2.2 It. I IX) 1.3 .s 1. 3 IX)

FIUI, 2.9 .5 1 .3 m .3 .1 (XlI.
....1' 1S.6 ".1 I \.6 (Xl 1.7 .8 1.2 en
F.-I. 5.J 1.0 1 .3 en .5 .1 m
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r.abl. 9. Edllt'.atiONI Itttairwnt of Pc,ul.aUClft 25 Yurs aNI av.,., by SltJl and .' SItllC'tld YNr'Sy 1970 to 1912~i"'"

~ry lnwJ or Ib-. Post-s.mr.dary lIvtJ

Country t ~ar, 25 to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 YfitI 25 to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 )'tfI1"S

.rld SIll )'NJ'S )9i1'S )'HI'S Ind 0W!t' YN" Y*trs ywars and owr

ASIA

Koru, ~. of
1980

Mlb 48.2 29.6 14.9 6.8 12.. 7 10.2 5. J 2.3
F':1Mlt 25.4 7.5 3.0 J.l 4.6 1.0 .3 .1

Phi lippines
1970

Mal. 22.3 J4.2 11.9 7.8 12..5 8.1 &.5 4.7
Flllilht 17.8 8.9 7.1 3.2 U.5 5.J 3.9 1.8

1m
Milt • 2U.l ~ 17.8 III m 4 16..2 ~ 9.9 m m
F.-I. " 25.4 ~ 12.4 m m " 17.5 s 7.3 m (J)

1980
Mil' " 34.3 < 21.8 m m "19.6 s12.9 m (J)

F_h, to 33.8 ~ 16.4 IX) m " a?.6 ~IO.5 en IX)

Singipcn
1980

Mil. ~ 29.8 ' 17•9 810.4 ) 29.1 ~ 15.4 1 10•0 8 4.9 ) .?6

FlINl. ~ 23.4 1 9.0 8 4.2 )
I.B 6 9.2 1 4.0 8 2•0

)
.8

ThailiNl
1S80

Mil. 7.6 9 2.5 m m 4.5 9 1.6 m m
FHaI. 5.2 9 .8 m CXJ 3.3 9 .5 en m

Turk~

1970
Mil. 8.J 5.8 I 3.3 m 2.9 2.7 I ~. 4 (X)

Feul. 3.9 2.1 l 1.1 m 1.4 .6 I .3 m

1m
Mil. 10.9 6.2 I ,).5 IX) 3.8 2.2 I 1.4 m
F..l, 4.2 2.4 I i.t? fX) .8 .5

I .J m

1910
Mil. 16.5 7.6 I 5.7 m 7.5 3.5 I i.O IX)

F..l, 7.1 3.0 I 2.0 (Xl 2.1 .9 I .7 (XI
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r.bl. '1. Edllt'ItiONl Athi~ of PopulAtion 25 YNrS iIld Dvw, by Sltll and .: Sltl.ctld V""' 1970 to 1912--tontiMlltd

~ Lewl or Mor9 PosHiRcONluy Lewl

CovI'Itry, yNr, 25 to 44 45 to ~ 55 to 64 65YHffi 25 to 44 45 to ~ 55 to 64 6SYH"
and sell )'Mrs )"N"S )'War'S and CMI'I" YNTS )firs YR" and owr

LATIN _AlCA/DWlIIHIW

DruB
1970

Mile 6.4 4.6 4.1 3.7 2.2 2.3 2.3 c.l
FBII. 5.5 3.3 2.6 2.1 .9 .5 .4 .3

1980
Mal. 13.5 8.0 6.0 4.5 4.9 3.1 3.0 2.4
Feui. 13.5 6..0 4.3 3.1 'l.1a 1.8 1.0 .5

Costa Riel
1973

Mllit ~ 14.8 to 8.8 I 5.5 II) 4 4.1 10 3.6 i 2.3 IX)

F...l. ~ 13.4 to 7.1 I 4.8 m 4 4•1 10 3.2 I I. 9 m

Guit...l.
1973

Mal' 3.0 2.1 1.8 1.5 .8 .7 .1 .6
F.-I. 1.5 1.1 .9 .6 .1 .1

1981
M.11. 7.2 4.1 2.9 2.9 I. 'l' 1.3 .9 .9
FNll' 5.4 3.1 2.3 2.3 .6 .3 .2 .2

Ittll:eo
ICJ70

Mal' • 8. 5 • 5.0 m IX) • 5.6 ~ 3.3 <Xl m
F....l' 1 2•8

4
\ 1.25.0 m m 2.0 m m

Pwu
1981

MiJ. 31.4 16.. ! 13.1 10.5 'J.9 6.3 5.1 3.8
FftUlf 23.0 11.6 9.5 7.5 7.4 3.7 2.6 1.9

Uruguay
197'5

Kii' 14.4 9.0 7.8 5.9 6..7 4.3 3.8 3.0
FflNlt 18.1 10.3 1.4 4.8 8.0 4.9 3.9 2.7

(X) Not Iyailabl,.

-~. zero or round' to liWO.

I .-t"" to Ill" 55 ytil"S .nd rNW.

2 ~fln to II" 55 to 59 Yft".
J Rtf"'" to II" 60 )'t'A" and O'M'.

4 !WhIr'S to II" 2!5 to 34 )'Nf'$o

5 .f"" to At" 35 YN"' il!ld fMIr'.

6 Ref.... to .... 25 to ]g~

1 Atf"" to ilK 40 to "9 yHn.

8 lItfan to l!I'H 50 to 59 ~....
9 Atf"" to igH 45 YH" and fNI"r.

10 Rtf", to .. J5 to ~ )f'HI'Io

Sowr:el u.s. DurNil at the Clnut, CIM..,. for IntiWnltiOflll AntNrctl, 'MtrNtiClMl Data 1111 Oft ",.",.
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T~blll 10. Lallor Fore. P..-tlcljUhOtl Rat". by Su Ind Ag.l Se1tehd VII". 1910 to 19&4

IIIln F...ltt

25 to ~4 45 to 49 50 to 54 ~ to 59 60 to &4 65 ye," 25 to 44 45 to 49 SO to $I. 55 to 59 60 to M 65y.....
~"try Vur )lU" )'.a~ ~.,.. ynrs )'1- I1ld 0VIr )'urs )'..,,.. y.." )'.." yltrs and evil'

ASIA

B4ngladflh 1974 97.' I 98.3 m 295.2 IXI 84.2 3.0 13.6 IX) 24.0 IXI 3.3
1'381 92.4 '33.6 ·SO.6 90.1 64.7 6&.7 4.7 4.4 4• ., 4•• 4.5 3.&

Ollna 1911Z 98.7 'J7.5 'J.~ 83.0 &3.7 30.1 "'.8 70.6 SO. 9 32.9 16. '1 •• 1

Hong 1(0119 1911 98.5 '!I. 7 95.4 89.1 n.1 39.8 39.1 39.2 31J..6 36.0 31.4 12.6
191& 95.1 94.5 90.5 80.6 M.J 3J.9 44.1 40.3 31.3 33.3 28.3 la.2
1981 98.4 '17.6 94.3 84.5 67.5 35.5 5:1.6 49.6 43.9 37.8 3J•• J5.0

IndlD 1911 96.0 '17.1 ' 94.0 IXI ' 73.8 CIl 20.8 22.. 4 19•4 IXI ' 10.5 !Xl
1'381 ) 96.1 IX) • '13.3 IX! ) 65.0 III ) 34.8 IX) 4 29•8 IXI ) 14.0 !Xl

IrclO!'ftI' 1911 94.2 93.4 90.6 86.0 7'U 62.9 J'U 4~4 43.5 40.5 3:5.2 24,5
m6 '36.2 '17.5 96.3 92.4 81.5 69.7 !lao 1 62.2 60.9 54.J 44.4 31.2
1960 !M.3 ')4.1 90.0 84.6 76. 7 53.4 40.5 46.8 44.3 40.8 32.9 19.0

Kore•• Il*p. of 1m '17.7 96.8 93.7 M.6 68.3 34,4 45.9 59.8 57.1 SO.9 33.6 12.0
1'380 95.8 95.2 90.6 ea.6 68.9 40.6 31.9 51.3 49.0 43.3 3J.3 13.0

~lhllPil'ift 1'370 8'M 09,,7 87.1 8.'5.8 79.3 56.5 37.1 38.7 36.5 33.4 28.6 17.7
1m 96.1 • 92.0 III III III 54.3 40.2 • 37.4 IXI IX) (Xl 18. 7
197'5 'J4. /) 95.7 93.5 90.7 84.3 62.6 25.4 24.8 a3.4 21.7 19.6 13.7
1'178 '17.6 1 95.9 IX) i 89.1 IX) 60.6 4&.1 1 47.5 lXl 2,40.9 lXl 23.1
1'J63 95.5 196.6 IX) 2 ea.4 IX) 60.1 :16.9 160.4 IXI 2:56.4 !Xl 28.0

Slf,g.ponr 1170 98.2 96.2 &4.1 73.9 55.6 31. :I 23.2 17.5 17.5 16.2 13.4 6.5
1960 P , 9:5.7 8'3.6 70.7 52.5 28.6 45.9 26.5 20.4 14.5 11.3 6.4'.

Th.iland 1'176 193.9 lXl • 92.3 IX) , 54.!' !XI 161.5 (XI 4 :16.2 lXl '23.2 IX)

1m 1'17.4 (XI '95.0 IX) , 57.4 Illl ) 78.9 IXI 4 69•1 IX) s27.9 (Xl
196(1 '34.2 '1J.7 90.7 84.4 67.8 3'.3 74.1 7J.1I 68.6 59.1 43.1 19.0

'I'urkty 1970 ~.~ ')4.9 91.9 88.0 83.0 67.8 SI.8 52.~ 53.6 30.0 47.6 35.1
m'S 92•• 'R.I 88.6 82.5 16.8 64.9 46.1 48.2 ~.9 46.3 40.7 Z7.9
1'380 95.8 91.1 84.9 76.8 67.4 43.9 43.3 48.3 46.1 4M 36.3 20.8

AFAI()I

MoftIIlII 1'177 ~.3 I", I !Xl 2 ')4.4 UI 83.6 61.4 1 12.1~ IX) 1 69•9 IX) 5.'.l.3

~ Ko'roc1:o 1'371 '15.8 ".5 91.6 88.9 63.3 33.5 11.3 15.0 18.9 22.5 7.7 3.8
I9&? '37.1 '36.6 93.3 W.U 68.9 4:!.1 17.9 14.1 14.6 1M. 11.2 ~.J

Tunisi. 197'5 ']1.'3 '37.3 'J4.l! 86.0 65.5 38.0 16.6 14.1 13.0 11.3 8.6 4.8
19M '*'.~ 96.2 '32.8 82.1 59.2 38.5 23.0 12.9 11.6 9.8 M 3.5

li.~blM 1969 69.8 61.3 52.5 4'.1 43.1 24.9 11.8 10.2 '3.8 9.2 '3.0 2.7
1982 93.8 93.9 92.5 90.4 ) 69.1 !XI :SO.! 52•• 30.6 SO. 7 ' 31.5 IXI
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Table 10. Labor FOI"'C9 Pal'1iC'jlihOft Rat", by St. aNI AIt' SltllCtlld V'an. 19'10 to 19M-((lntiI\IIIlI

IlIln FIUI"

25 to 44 45 to 49 50 to 54 !95 to 59 £0 to M 6SY"" ~to 44 45 to 49 SO to 54 SS to 59 SOb" liS )/lllirS

Coulltry V,.,. ~.,.. y"'" ~ Y"" y... aNI ClVft" yliJ"l )II'" yftll'S tl.1'S yUrt .tlll owr I

LATIN MIUCA
&OVIIIIEIIN

eruH 1970 95.1 '32.3 87.1 82.6 73.5 4g.8 21.3 18.6 16.5 14.~ 11.4 6.3
1'380 )'J5.. II) 482.3 II) • 57.5

10 21•• I n4 IX) • 2J•• IX) • 10.3 10 z.e

Colli lIiea 1m ~.9 97.9 9&.4 94.3 15.0 57.1 r.u ILa 13.5 10.7 1.8 3.9
1910 '93.1 • 95.4 '91.5 lJl '13.0 10 n.1 ' 34•4 • 25.5 '14.3 !Xl 9 8.1I 10 M
1981 1 91 •7 • 9;.9 481.2 III • 61.0 1026.7 I 36.1 • 29.9 418.5 (II '10.5 10 2•8
19M 93.8 ~.J ae.7 83.0 69.6 31., 2'M zo.9 15.5 11.6 6.9 3.1

Guat_l. 1973 'J5.6 'J5.J 94.0 ~.. 87.7 69.1 J4.3 13.& 12.9 12.0 10.2 1.1
I'JIll 93.2 93.2 91.7 90.3 85.8 66., 14.9 12.2 1t.6 10.1 ',0 6.5

J..ac-a 1m 97.9 I '11.2 (II I 90.9 (II ".7 78.6 '16.1 III 1S,5 (X) :n.0
t911 97.3 I 9&.9 (II 2 90.9 (II ~6 &&.0 I eo.3 III 263.,. III 30.7

Mt.teo 1910 ll4.U 89.6 88.0 86.2 81.5 67. J 17.3 1&.8 16,2 15.4 14,4 U.8
1* ~.5 95.3 93.8 91.4 8:S.6 &a.6 32.6 29.1 aM a8 24.1 18.6

Ptru 1972 96.3 97.1 95.5 'R.a 83.9 6t :I 22.3 19.5 11.9 16.1 13.4 e.s
1981 96.3 1J8.7 97.3 ".9 88.5 63.2 30.3 26., 26.0 2,3.6 23.4 1M

lA"ugu.1' 1975 96.9 'J5.2 90.5 81.2 51.9 20.9 40.5 ~3 29.~ 2J.7 12.2 J.6

m Not ~y.·ll.bl ••

I Refin to OgK 45 to 54 ~II"I.

2 Rtf".. to 111'1 55 to 64 yH~
3 II"," to 1101 2S to 49 yell'l.
4 R"trS to 'gIG 50 to 5'J y'lI'So
S R,'1rI"S to "" 60 y.,n IIld Wrf.

6 Rat,,,.. to '9" 45 to 64 )'fln.

7 Il"," to '8" 20 to J9 )'elrl.

8 Re',n to II" 40 to ., ynn.
9 R,f..,., to is" 60 to 6~ y.....
10 At f11"5 to Ign 70 )IHI'S iIrW.1 0V\tt".

SoIln:e1 U. S. Bur"u of the ~.., c.ntrr fOil' Illttrnltional RiMtr'dl, InttrnltionaJ Dati 9wI on Aline.
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T.bl, II. llIn::wM... of~ 'n Nijar ~iCNl Cat...' .... by AIt' SIIlxhd Y,*" 1970 to I.

~ift

(kcupdiiNl t.\tl'fllrY

~iCft

... ,..la&ld,
AdIIIillil~ AviCIIltlft, t ..1NCICri

Pi'ofnaiOM1, tl".tiw ani..I Iqlli...,..
Coufttry, )'NI", Tot.l ttdmi~ll, .,., ....... Cllt'il:.1 htablNtry, OIlI"Itcn
and .ge ~ liNt ...1..111 ....i.l ard ,..latlld Sllft llftdfGr'fttry mllalMnrs Srlltw

MIA

8I"I11llnh
1974

25 to 44 &,079,934 2.7 .J 1.6 :LlI 74.3 14.0 1.7
4~ to M Z,~.., 2.0 .e 1.1 5.2 79.9 9.a 1.7

55 to " 1,673,437 1.4 .3 3.4 89.3 4.8 .1
65 olfld OWl' 1,187,362 1.5 .3 J.4 89.3 4.8 .1

OIl""I.
25 to 34 1~.57,7fiO 6.0 .1 1.4 2.0 61.7 19.2 Z.O .1
JS to 54 1",171,570 6.8 3.6 1.8 1.0 69.9 1M 2.6 ••
:lIS IIlIl 0'fIIf' ;sa., 797, 720 2.7 2.5 .8 2.1 81.7 6.3 3.9 .4

ItMI KoNt
1971

.as to 44 MO,. 6.4 :L5 8.0 8.7 2.IJ 51.6 13.6 3.4
45 to 54 ~731 '-8 7.5 :L4 11.8 ••0 43.1 I!U 4.0

515 to " 'J2,MS 3.7 7.8 4.9 11.8 4.6 38.4 23.4 5.4
6:5 W OWl' '17,23J 3.4 1J.2 •• 1 12.' So6 n2 2£.3 6.7

1'176
20 to J9 906,410 7.' 2.1 14.4 9.2 1.6 11.. 11.2
40 to 49 m,l20 4.5 2.9 5.2 15.5 3.4 50.1 18.J
SO to" 249,010 4.0 3.2 5.4 17.9 4.4 41.2 2J.I
60 'M OWl' 116.:5JO ,1.5 2.5 5.1 19.5 5.7 JJ.9 24J.1

I'MI
25 to" 1,044, 722 1.4 3.9 12..3 9.7 1.5 SO.6 13.0 .7
4' to 49 I",M 5.0 3.5 5.2 13.1 ~9 50.1 19.5 .6
50 to 54 171,553 3.2 2.9 4.6 15.S 1.6 46.4 21.2 .5
55 to 9 123.041 3.3 3.2 4.9 16.3 4.3 41.0 &4 .6
60 to M 83,412 2.6 3.1 :5.2 1&.5 4.6 3&.8 30.6 .6
65 W OWl' 76.,- 2.6 2.6 3.7 17.5 4.' .M.3 33.. .11

I/'d4MsJI
1971

25 to 44 20, 1:rJ,091 2.9 .6 4.0 11.3 ".3 12.0 3.5 &.4
4~ to ':9 J.2SJ,ffl 1.2 .9 3.9 12.3 62.3 10.6 .1.7 5.1
SO to ~ 2,555.416 1.1 .8 J.3 11.5 l.5.J 9.5 3.. 4.6

5:l to " 1,401,977 1.1 .7 2.5 11.3 61,0 'U J.7 4.5
60 to 64 1,281, 1M .9 •• 1.4 ,., 71.1 7.6 3.4 5.,1
65 .,., f1YW' 1,261,762 1.1 .J 1.3 8.4 72.3 6.5 3.0 7.0
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Tabl' II. PtrcwM. of ItriIn til IIIJClf' lkcupattONl c.tlfCll'ilSt by ,., S.llrtlld YIIA, 1970 to 19lJ4-...emtillllld

PIfftI'It ill
~tiOMI c.t'lOl"Y

PIoodIlrl iOft

iIld "'Iatlli,
lWIiIIi1- Agric:vltlft, trllllflOl"\

Pl"oflMiON1, trati~ .IIilll 1qIil:l"
CouIltry, ~ar, Total tICfl'llICII, WIMN- Cl...iL..l hutblN:fry, .-ncn
aM," ~ .1'&1 ,..1.t" !lII'tal .NI ,..,latll! SolIn and fontstry oal'&ll...... SIrIie:tt ~

ASIA

~f RtpWblic of
1'J1O

25 to" &,257,613 5.9 I.J 10.3 14.9 JO.J ~.6 7.7 .0
45 to 49 1,240, HI, 4.2 I. 'J 6.1 13.4 ~.o 17.~ 6.8 .0
50 to 54 865,1" J.5 I.e '\.6 12.4 57.9 13.4 6.3 .0
~ to 59 66.l!, JJ5 2.9 1.~ 2.3 11.3 67.2 10.0 4.7 .0
60 to 64

-~
Z.O 1.0 1.1 8.8 n.9 3.9 J.3 .0

55 .,., CMlr 323,274 1.7 .6 .6 7.3 M.J 3.J 2.3 .0

PhiUflllil'ift
1m

60 IIld 0YIr an,644 2.7 I•• 1.2 a.. 70.9 11.0 3.& .:1

Si..JI(ft

1910
20 to 39 1,612., 73J 10.8 5.2 11.4 10.2 1.4 41.0 8.3 4.7
40 to 5'} &oW,," 8.2 6.6 '1.2 17.4 3.1 JtJ.6 16.3 .6
60 iIIld CMIf' 252.760 2.6 4.9 5.8 ~.J 6.3 26.8 Z4.Z .1

Thlil_
1910

25 to ~ 7, rn,8J7 4.6 2.1 2..6 7.' 66.1 13.4 :f.2 .2
40 to 49 J,6~029 2.2 2.1 1.1 9.0 7.. " 10.6 J.(j .1
50 to 5'1 2., 206, OM z.J 1•• 1.0 8.4 7!L9 7.8 2.7 .1
60 IN 0V'ft' 1,1JZ.,om .1 .6 .3 loa 81.6 6.3 1.7 .1

Tlriey
1970

25 tf' 44 &,170,631 4.9 .8 3.2 3.8 61.2 10.0 4.6 11.5
45 to 4' 910.1.1:) 3.7 1.3 3.5 4.1 6.5.1 l,1 4.7 e.9
50 to 54 696,389 2.9 1.0 2.6 4.0 73.1 5.9 3.9 6.6

2S to " 657,946 2.7 ,a 2.1 4.4 74.6 5.5 J.9 5.9
60 to ~ 647,611 1.9 .5 1.0 3.3 R.6 J.G M 4.3
65 .. CMIr 781,100 1.8 .4 .5 3.1 85.9 3.2 1.6 3.6

1m
25 to 44 &,7'59,946 5., .6 4.6 4.2 56.1 20.6 4.7 3.3
45 to .9 1,~Ia,UJ 3.3 .9 3.7 4.9 63.9 16.7 4.3 2.5
50 to 54 9S4,'J. 2.6 .a 3.2 4.5 69.7 13.1 3.8 2.4
515 to 5'J ~,700 2.1 .6 2.2 4.5 74.4 10.7 3.4 2.1
60 to 64 687,044 1.4 .3 1.1 3.6 80.6 I.. 2.5 2.1
6S al'lCl rM!t' W4,307 .6 .2 .3 .6 86.6 6.3 .'J •• 4

1910
25 to ~ 7,391,4603 7.5 I.J 5.~ 5.0 41.1 23.5 6.4 3.8
45 to ., 1,4~UJ 2.a 1.5 2.4 5.9 62.3 17.0 5.. 2.4
50 to 54 1,171, lOG 2.3 1.4 1.9 6.0 61.1 12.8 4.9 2.0
5S to 59 729.074 l.a I.J 1.1 5.. 74.1 9.4 4.1 2.0
60 to 64 441,93& I.J .8 .8 4.2 aJ.5 5.4 2.6 1.3
55 iI'Id owr 699,2'88 .'J .4 .7 3.2 88.4 3.5 1.5 1.5
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Tunisi.
1m

25 to 44 635,870 7.5 .5 7.6 4.9 31.7 J:S.2 &.0 &.7
45 to 49 1:2,a1 ~, .4 3.7 7.0 40.5 JJ.4 6.~ 5.8
50 to 54 100,54<1 2.5 .4 3.9 "i. 4 43.0 30.7 6.4 5.7
55 to 5'9 71, 7\0 2.2 ... 3.1 7.2 46.~ 21.1 7.1 5.9
60 to 60t ~JOO 1.9 .4 1.7 7.4 5\.6 22.3 5.6 &.1
65 .Nt OW!' 49,900 2.1 .1 1.4 7.6 ll6.7 19..0 6.3 6.8

UlTJN MJIICAlO¥llllElli'

QIct. RiCI
1m

2:1 to 44 237,890 12.8 2.2 6.3 1.0 31.4 26.9 10.4 Z.O
4~ to 49 36,6111 1.6 3.1 4.1 9.1 11.0 24.9 10.8 2.4
50 to 5\ 29,766 6.5 3.0 3.1 10.3 40•• 22.2 10.1 2.1
55 to 5'9 21,217 5.6 3.1 :J.3 9.9 43.6 ao.7 10.3 3.6
60 to M 17,'JIJ 3.9 2.7 2.6 9.4 49.5 18.~ 10.2 3.1
65 .Nt 0Wf' 19,951 J.J 2.2 1.9 9.5 16 11.3 9.1 2.1

19M
2:5 to 44 3'7!t1l91 15.0 3.9 1.9 9.0 23.2 23.1 1J.2 5.2
45 to 49 41,1. 11.1 5.0 4.2 9.5 29.5 21.6 13.a 4.7
50 to 5\ 39,M I.a 4.8 3.a 10. 1 32.6 au 14.4 5.3
55 to 5'9 28,201 7.2 4.6 3.6 10.2 35.7 1a.6 14.2 5.9
60 to M Il,lJOO 4.9 3.7 2.4 10.6 4L1 16.3 13.0 6.7
65 IIld CMII" 21,864 3.4 3.1 I. :s 11.1 0\1.5 10.5 1.4 15.2

bt...l.
lW3

25 to 44 612,501 5.3 1.4 3.3 6.. S!.I 23.3 &.1 .9
45 to 4~ 101,071 4.0 1.9 2.2 7.7 56.3 21.' 5.4 .7
50 to 54 -",161 3.5 2.0 2.0 1.1 51.4 20.7 5.5 .7
55 to 5'9 5J, 144 3.5 1.9 2.0 1.2 SL7 19.7 5.3 .8
60 to 64 47,100 2.9 1.6 1.6 7.9 63.0 11.6 4.5 .8
65 W CMII" StIIO 2.3 1.4 1.2 I.J M.a 16.6 4.5 .9
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:lUo" -- 1.9 3,0 lL3 10.0 32.5 21.1 ... 16.1
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65 .. fNIIlI' 1,019,121 1.3 1.9 3.0 10.1 1\2.9 14.4 LJ 18.1
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JOto44 1,.446 10.0 .1 10..1 9.1 J5.J are 4•• 3.8
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Tab 1e 12. Support I:(cltlOS: 19BB, 2005, ifld ~O20

TOTAl. 'fMH ELDERLY OlDEST

Cc.ur,try 1'388 ~(t(t5 2'<'~ 1'388 2(10S 202(l 1'388 2(lOS 20ZQ 1'388 20(IS .?O~I

ASIA
Bimgladesh 131.7 1(10.4 73.8 124.'3 93.~ 66.1 6.S 7.~ 7.8 17.7 11.6 le.~

Chir.a 81.3 &1. : &?6 71.4 48.1 42.8 HI. 0 13. (l IS.S 19.2 ~5,'~ 23.8
H(fflg KOl',g 61. a 55.S 61.0 48.4 36.6 32.'3 13.4 1'3.2 28.1 22.1 33,2 23,7
It,dia i >,. 1 81.6 .~ '37. I 7J.~ 56.8 6.'3 8.2 10.3 13. 'J 15.6 16. J0". ~

Irdc.r.esia 1(13.4 77.4 &5.1 '37.8 68.& 53.2 5.6 8.8 11. '3 12.6 17.5 2(1.3
Kc·rea, Repllbl i c c·f 77.7 64.7 61.7 6'3.7 53.1 45.1 7.'3 11.6 16.6 1'3. 1 18.3 2(1.6
Phi lippirses 12'(1.4 107.7 "'%. (I 113.2 9'3.2 83.'3 7.3 8.5 10.2 18.7 19.7 2'(l,3

Sir,gapor~ ~'3.i 52.&\ ~'3•.! S(I,7 36.'3 32.'3 B.7 13.5 ZG.3 21.6 23.2 2\1.0
Thailar;tl 55.9 71.4 65.4 88':1 61.S 51.7 7.7 10.(1 13.8 21.1 22.7 21.5.'"
Turkey 1(1'3.8 86.1 71.5 100.7 75.5 59.3 '3.1 10.6 12.3 ZQ.8 2a.2 22.S

A~RlCA

Kfmya 181.4 169.Z 1~'3. (I 175.S 163.6 133.3 5.9 5.7 5.7 15.9 17.5 18.8
Halalfi 165.9 152.6 128.8 158.8 146.8 123.0 7.2 5.8 5.8 19.0 16.4 16.2
",«(<<0 128.2 '13.8 77.8 11'3. (I 9(1.3 67.2 '3.2 9.5 W.6 23.0 23.6 23.1
Tunisli 117.3 86.5 70,(1 107.8 76.5 5'3.1 '3.5 10.0 10.'3 20.6 22.9 ':1.8
ZiababHe 170. '3 15(1.~ 126. (l 163.5 14S. J 120,3 7.5 5.8 5.7 21,8 18. (I 17.7

LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Fra:ll H'7.6 8'3.7 7a.l '39.3 7'3.S 64.8 8,3 10.2 13.3 1~,8 23.3 j~ ~..J.J

Cc.sta Rica n'3 7'3.5 70.6 '31. S 6'3.0 55.2 8.1 10.~ 15.4 ~1.0 Z3.S 23.0
GuatelUla 136.2 1(1(1. '3 8(1.(1 128,8 '32.7 70.1 7.5 8,2 1(1.(1 2(1. (I 21.2 ':I~'b .... -.

JaI4illCil 117. '~I B9.4 73.B 102.4 77.1 60.2 14.6 12.3 13.5 2'3.S 31.8 25.'3
Mellico 12Z.3 82" ea. 7 113.2 72.3 55.8 '3.1 10.0 12. '3 26.8 26,1 27.1...
Peru 118.2 '.16.1 7'3.3 11(1. ;: 87.1 68.2 8.0 '3.0 11.1 18.'3 1'3.7 21. (I

Uruguay 83.7 76. (l 68.7 621: 53.5 47,9 21.3 :-:2.4 20.8 25.'3 32.3 2'3.7.;1

----------------------------------------~~---
! ;c.,taJ - H.e :.Ul.ber e·f perso',!> aged 0-1'3 arid 65 and o'ler per 1(l(1 pt?rW(,S aged ::''(1-64.
"cruth - the "umber of persor,s aged 0-1'1 per 100 per s<ms aged 20-64.
Elderly - the ',Wtbere.f persons 65 aoo r:lYf!'f per 100 persons agE'd 2(l-M
Oldest - the (,UMber Crf pers«,s 75 and over per 100 persor,s aged 60 arid over.

ISc·urce: U.S. Bureau of the Ce':,sus, Center for Ir,terr,atiol'.al Rf!!Search, International Data Base on Aging.
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