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SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY ON CAUSES OF ETHIOPIAN FOOD INSECURITY  
AND POLICY RESPONSES  

 
 
 
I. Analyses of Food Insecurity, Poverty, and Chronic Malnutrition   

 
 
Block, S. and Webb P. 2001. “The dynamics of livelihood diversification in 

post-famine Ethiopia,” Food Policy vol. 26.   
 

Diversification of agriculture and other income sources is a principal way in 
which rural people protect themselves against difficult times. How do shocks 
affect diversification over time? A complex answer, but the poorest faced 
some real constraints in diversifying. 

 
 
FAO/WFP, December, 2002. “FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment 

Mission to Ethiopia,” FAO Global Information and Early Warning 
System on Food and Agriculture. 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y8300e/y8300e00.htm  

 
Drought and low previous grain prices in good years, combined with high 
prices now, left many with low resources and need to repay fertilizer loans. 
Year to year price stabilization should be improved. 

 
Quisumbing, Agnes R. “Food Aid and Child Nutrition in Rural Ethiopia,” 

World Development (In Press).   
 

Food aid does benefit poorer families and their children. 
 

fcnbr158.pdf

 
 
Pelletier, David L.  1995. “The Food-First Bias and Nutrition Policy: Lessons 

from Ethiopia,” Food Policy 20:4.  
 

Health and care variables are very important in reducing malnutrition.  
 

Belgium: ADE. _______. March 2000. “Income Diversification in Amhara: 
The Need for a Strategy.”    Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium: ADE. 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/resal/Download/report/missio
n/ethyem/0300steth.pdf  

 
In Ethiopia, off and non-farm incomes represent an important part of the 
income of poor people, and, agricultural depletion and population density 
mean that in several areas farm income cannot remain the only or even main 
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source of income.  Though experts think non-farm income is important, they 
generally fail to identify which policies and which sets of measures are likely 
to overcome the constraints which poor people face, and difficulties in 
establishing activities.  There is a need to prioritize the actions undertaken by 
the authorities, NGOs, foreign donors and all other actors involved in 
economic and social development and coordinate their involvement. 

 
 
Trane, Mark, May 29, 2003.  “A bitter taste in the mouth: Falling coffee 

prices have greatly contributed to Ethiopia's current food crisis.”  
Manchester Guardian. 

 
The agriculture sector and the Ethiopian economy generally has been hard hit 
by very low prices for coffee, Ethiopia’s largest export. 

 
Weissman, Fabrice. April 2003. “The Food Emergency in Ethiopia: What the 

Drought Conceals,” ODI/HPN Report.  
http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?ReportID=2517  

 
The farming sector has not kept up with population growth—politically and 
economically marginalized farmers suffer.  Loan repayment conditions for 
fertilizer loans are draconian, public ownership of land maintained because 
government wants to prevent people from selling land and moving to the 
cities. Food distribution could better reach the poorest. 

 
 
II. Bridging Development and Emergency Assistance  
 
 
Hammond, Laura and Daniel Maxwell. 2002. “The Ethiopian Crisis of 1999-

2000: Lessons Learned, Questions Unanswered,” Disasters 26:3.    
 

Problems associated with slow and under-response to 1999-2000 crisis 
particularly in southern and eastern pastoral areas, which may have resulted 
in asset sales and destitution.  Documents history of under response in 1990s 
(12.5 Kg/person-month rather than 15 kg/person-month) and the 
depletion/lack of donor replenishment of the Ethiopian Food Security Reserve,  

 
 
Raisin, Joanne, March 2003. “Development with the Poor: The Transitional 

Asset Protection System (TAPS): A Middle Road to Social Protection,” 
Discussion Paper, Addis Ababa. 

 
Provides an analysis of persistent food insecurity and describes a 
subcomponent of the Federal Food Security Strategy to counteract repeated 
annual emergency relief by an Asset Protection and Promotion Scheme 
(APPS) for retaining the productivity of the poor as an alternative to food aid 
and as a means of social protection and safety net.  Support by USAID in 2 
woredas and EU in four woredas.   

 
Topics: Acute and chronic food insecurity/vulnerability and distributional 
effects of drought/food insecurity as a process/predicable caseload 156 
woredas/rising number of beneficiaries 4-6 million/interventions needed for 
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those just above the destitution line/food aid inappropriate for development 
because of timing of arrival is poor and experience with Title II is poor/target 
according to vulnerability profile/Reason for failure of current Employment 
Generation Schemes based solely on labor-intensive public works/physical, 
capital, and social assets/examples:continuing schooling, enclosure of 
pastures, short-term insurance, public works were capital costs are covered 
by woreda rural development program.  

 

Jo TAPS 
Develeopment with th

 
 
III. Agriculture Policy and Markets 
 
Gabre-Madhin, Eleni. Christopher Barrett, and Paul Dorash. 2002. 

“Technological Change and Price Effects in Agriculture: Conceptual 
and Comparative Perspectives.” In Agricultural Technology Diffusion 
and Price Policy, edited by Tenkir Bonger, Eleni Gabre-Madhin, and 
Suresh Babu, 3-32.  Washington: IFPRI. 
http://www.ifpri.org/2020/nw/report/2020nw_rp01.pdf 

 
IFPRI, May 16, 2003. “Exploring Market Opportunities for African 

Smallholders,” Sustainable Options for Ending Hunger and Poverty 
 
 
IV. Land  Issues 
 
Asfaw, Zergeye and Girma Tolossa. 1997.  “Land Tenure Structure and 

Development in Ethiopia: A Case Study of 10 Peasant Associations in 
Wara Jarso Woreda.” Studies Commissioned by GTZ. 
http://www.mekonginfo.org/mrc/html/tolossa/to_inh.htm 

 
Holden, Stein and Hailu Yohannes. October 2001. “Land Redistribution, 

Tenure Insecurity, and Intensity of Production: a Study of Farm 
Households in Southern Ethiopia.”  CGIAR System Wide Program on 
Collective Action and Property Rights (CAPRi) Working Paper  No. 21. 
http://www.capri.cgiar.org/wp/capriwp21.asp 

 
Institutions for Natural Resource Management, University of Sussex. No 

Date. “Briefing: Inter-Group Conflict over Land Tenure.” 
http://www.cbnrm.net/pdf/sussex_001_briefing_et14.pdf 
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