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EGYPT WILL HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FOOD SAFETY 

AGENCY

• MABRUK
• 1-YEAR  AGO IT ALL STARTED  --- 37 RECOMMENDATIONS 

WERE MADE FOR A SUCCESSFUL FOOD SAFETY AGENCY IN 

EGYPT

• SHOKRAN to our Egyptian colleagues and to USAID / TAPR II 

for their support and for making it possible

• BEST WISHES to the new administrators of  FSA --- you have 

an important job to do for Egypt and for the world.



SOME FOOD SAFETY AGENCIES TO 

BENCHMARK AGAINST:

• FDA:  Food and Drug Administration  (USA) Experience 

/longevity

• CFIA: Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CANADA) 

Reorganized in the last 10 years

• EFSA:  European Food Safety Authority (EU)  Formed less 

than 10 years; harmonizes food safety in 27 countries  



(Continued)

• FSAI:   Food Safety Authority of Ireland

9 years old; WHO award winner (2008)

• FSA:  Food Standards Agency (UK)

Formed after “mad cow” problems

• Jordan 

• Abu Dhabi



SUCCESSFUL FOOD SAFETY AGENCIES

• MAXIMIZE  THE  SAFETY  OF  FOOD  FOR  THE MAXIMUM  
BENEFIT  OF  THE  NATION

• BENEFIT = HEALTH,  SOCIAL,  ECONOMIC,  SCIENTIFIC

– WHO BENEFITS?:

• Consumers (Rich and poor)

• Food Industry (from farm to fork)

• Food Importers and Exporters

• Tourist industry

• Government Agencies



SUCCESSFUL FOOD SAFETY AGENCIES 

• BASED ON GOOD SCIENCE:

– Independent of political, industry, consumer and other 
pressures  (Importance of FSA Scientific Committee)

• INDEPENDENT

– Independent of political, industry consumer and other 
pressures (In UK food safety moved from MAFF to FSA) 

• UP-TO -DATE

– All laws are up-to-date and meet international standards 
(Check on website) 



(Continued)

• REPRESENTS PUBLIC and PRIVATE SECTORS

– Represents all components in food safety issues 

• TRANSPARENT

– Access through website, workshops, updates, etc 

• CONSISTENT

– Apparent through website, workshops, updates, etc

• RESPONSIVE

– Helpline, website, newsletters, media interaction, 

workshops, etc
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• RELEVANT

– Deals only with important issues and not just “fads”

• ADAPTIVE

– Deals with emergencies and changing circumstances 

• COMPETENT STAFF

– Up to international standards and constantly updated

• EFFECTIVE INSPECTION SERVICE

– Well trained, effective, honest
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• RELIABLE LABORATORIES

• International accreditation

• EFFECTIVE LEGAL DEPARTMENT

– Constantly updating the laws and regulations

• EFFECTIVE PUBLIC RELATIONS

• INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPATION

– Including Codex Alimentarius, IPPC, OIE, etc. 



CAN EGYPT DO ALL OF THE ABOVE?

• OF COURSE IT CAN

• IT MUST BE DONE IN A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION 

BETWEEN ALL RELEVANT GOVERNMENT 

DEPARTMENTS; ALL SEGMENTS OF THE FOOD 

INDUSTRY; AND ALL CONSUMER INTERESTS

• IT WILL TAKE TIME; IT WILL BE WORTH THE EFFORT 


