
  
 
 
 
DSP Fact Sheet: Lequitura Site Profile 
 
Group Name Lequitura Grower Group 

Altitude 1,536 meters 

 
Value Chain Approach: DSP support in 
horticulture is focused on developing a market 
led value chain approach through 
trader/wholesaler partnerships with production 
areas. DSP has partnered with Zero Star to 
develop a Timor-Leste Fresh horticulture 
supply chain focused on high-end buyers in Dili.  
 

 
Greenhouse at Lequitura, Timor-Leste 

 
This site was selected for partnership based on 
pre-existing trading relationships between Zero 
Star and growers at the site, as well as technical 
assessments of viability. The site is a model for 
new production technologies and crop varieties. 

 

 
Zero Star brand, ‘Timor Leste Fresh’ 
 
 
 
 

Key support to date includes: 
 

– Sponsored 2 women to attend 3-month 
training in advanced horticulture production 
techniques at greenhouse facilities in Bali.  

 

 
Trainees at greenhouse in Bali, Indonesia 

 
– On-site training in horticulture production 

techniques, as well as post harvest grading 
and product handling. 

 

 
Zero Star grading carrots in Lequitura. 

 
– New vegetable and herbs tested and 

harvested in the area include coriander, 
kale, Chinese cabbage, beef tomatoes, and 
cauliflower. Improved seed varieties for 
existing products include carrots and mixed 
lettuces. 



  
 

DSP Assistance Planned for Future 

 

DSP will continue to provide technical 
assistance to the growers in production 
scheduling, production techniques, management 
of new technologies, financial management, and 
post-harvest handling. 
Particular focus will be on improved scheduling 
with rotation of crops to ensure continuous 
supply of quality products. 
Greenhouse and nursery management will be a 
group business activity involving 23 members, 
11 of which are women. This will require 
significant levels of training to establish the 
quality control and management systems. 

Broccoli harvesting in Lequitura 

 
 – Training and support to Zero Star to 

improve relationships, information sharing, 
and production planning between buyer and 
production areas. 

DSP has 2 field technicians who will provide 
ongoing training and technical assistance. DSP 
will engage technicians to provide periodic 
training and advice in operation and 
management of the production technologies, as 
well as Zero Star cold chain operation. 

 

 
Focus will also continue on linkages between 
the growers and the market through Zero Star. 
 

 

Cabbages delivered to supermarket Dili 
– Established initial trial nursery, tunnels, 

screenhouses and greenhouse. 
 
New Production Technology  
 
A grant from USAID Small Grants Project has 
provided materials to establish new production 
technologies such as green house (1000 m2, 1 
Unit), Tunnels (4 m x 20 m, 7 Units) and 
Netting houses ( 6 m x 20 m; 3 Units).  

Cauliflower harvested from Lequitura 
 
Dezenvolve Setor Privadu is a USAID project 
implemented by DAI. DSP supports income generation 
through improved business linkages within supply chains 

  
Zero Star is the grantee, and offers buying 
agreements for quality product produced at the 
site. The grant also assists with a cold chain for 
Zero Star to ensure continuous supply of 
quality products into Dili supermarkets. Future 
support to the community and Zero Star 
involves providing technical assistance to 
produce crops under the GH. 

For more information contact:          9/25/2008 
USAID/DAI/DSP   
Telp : + 670.331.0621 
Fax   : +670.331.0602  
 
 


