
 

 

A school based committee in Rufiji takes 
action to reduce drop-out rates in schools  

Community Based Committees Mobilize to Reduce Dropout Rates in Rural 
Tanzanian Schools 

 Local community committees 

and members independently 

launched a school feeding 

program in response to 

identifying that children were 

missing school due to lack of 

food. 

 

“The achievement brought about 

by the introduction of the 

[school] feeding program can be 

seen. Students don’t miss 

school as often as they used to 

and cases of truancy have dra-

matically gone down”  

School Headmaster, 
Mgomba primary school 

 

 

When you educate a girl, everything changes 

The Campaign for Female Education  

www.camfed.org 

 

Truancy and drop-out rates at the Mgomba Primary School in rural 

Rufiji, Tanzania were high. After the School Based Committee and Par-

ent Support Group gathered together with community members to iden-

tify why children were missing school, they confirmed that children 

could not get access to food during school hours. Many were traveling 

back home during lunch time and required to walk long distances back to 

school to continue their studies in the afternoon. One Parent Support 

Group member said, “There are children who are coming very far from 

school. So when you tell them to go home for lunch in the afternoon and 

then to come back to continue with their studies, it is like telling them go 

home and come back tomorrow.” 

To address this, the School Based Committee and Parent Support Groups 

as well as other community members pooled their own resources to 

launch a school feeding program, buying maize and grains so that the 

Mgomba Primary School children could have porridge in school as well 

as starting a farm used entirely for the school feeding program. Parent 

Support Group members currently manage the farm and have plans to 

develop a bigger farm to assist orphan caretakers and orphans who are 

living with old or sick guardians.  

 

With USAID’s support, Camfed has been building the capacity of com-

munity structures in the Rufiji, Iringa and Kilolo districts to empower 

them to gain the recognition, platforms and training that are critical to a 

more accountable and effective education system and to providing effec-

tive care to OVC. School Based Committees and Parent Support Groups 

work in collaboration with Community District Committees and teacher 

mentors to mobilize community resources for school improvement, moni-

tor child protection in schools, and provide OVC care. 

Since the school feeding program was launched at the Mgomba Primary 

School, there has been a significant reduction in drop-out rates and tru-

ancy. One member of the parent support group said, “The situation is 

different now; you can’t see students running around the village in the 

afternoon during week days. They are all in school, and this is because 

they get something to eat, however small.” 

 

In addition to the school feeding program, the School Based Committee 

motivated parents to contribute a small amount of money to buy sports 

gears and drums. The committee chairperson said, “The idea was re-

ceived well with parents, and we have been able to buy sports gears and 

drums for the school band. Students are now participating actively in 

sports and they have started a school band.”  


