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The U.S. seeks to help other nations address the global climate 
change challenges we all share

“Climate change is one of the century’s greatest 
challenges; rising to this challenge is one of the 
President’s highest diplomatic and development 
priorities  … I encourage missions to support 
partner countries … to develop Low Emissions 
Development Strategies....”

“A low emission development strategy is 
indispensable for sustainable development”

- Copenhagen Accord, 
December 2009

- Administrator Shah, Letter to 
Mission Directors, May 2010
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The energy sector is responsible for a significant quantity of global 
emissions

2004 Global Emissions by Sector
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The demand for power generation in the developing world is rising

World marketed energy consumption: OECD and Non-OECD, 1990-2035
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Can We Move Towards Low Emission Economic Growth?
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Future Trends Necessitate New Approaches

Renewables will continue to grow Climate Stress will impact GDP, Energy

A Low Emission Development Strategy helps a country plan for climate 
resilient economic growth

Expected losses across scenarios due to lower availability of electricityWorld marketed energy use by fuel type
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• A country‐driven plan that:
– Reflects a country’s development objectives and unique circumstances 
– Utilizes strategic and comprehensive economic development and 

environmental planning frameworks
– Recommends specific programs and policy changes and provides 

implementation and financing plans
– Is owned by the partner country and integrated with national 

development plans and budgets

• A global trend
– Approximately 17 developed countries and 11 developing countries have 

some form of long term climate change strategy in place
– Many more strategies are under development

A Low Emission Development Strategy (LEDS) 
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1. An outline of national development goals

2. A summary of economic data and an inventory of national GHG 
emissions

3. A long‐term projection of business‐as‐usual economic growth 
and GHG emissions (may consider various development 
“pathways”)

4. A list of prioritized alternative actions that improve economic 
growth and lower the long‐term emissions trajectory as 
compared to "business‐as‐usual”

5. Implementation and financing plans for high‐priority actions 

Components of a LEDS
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Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs)
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Bali Road Map 2007

Concrete actions and 
project activities

Dependent on 
measurable, reportable 

and verifiable 
technology, finance 

and capacity building 
support provided by 
developed countries
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Cost Benefit Analysis of Policy Options 

Appliance Energy Efficiency

Solar PV2nd Generation 
Biofuels
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• Provides targeted technical assistance for LEDS development and 
implementation (for up to 20 partner countries): 
– Enhance and strengthen existing strategies, plans and supporting 

processes
– Work with stakeholders to strengthen in‐country human and institutional 

capacity, provide and adapt analytic tools and practices
– Identify policies, programs and financing sources and assist with design 

and implementation of action plans and access to financing

• Builds a shared, international knowledge base on LEDS
– LEDS development web portal: www.OpenEI.org/LEDS

Enhancing Capacity for Low Emissions Development Strategies (EC‐
LEDS)
A USG initiative to support developing countries’ efforts to pursue long‐term, 
transformative development and accelerate sustainable, climate‐resilient 
economic growth while slowing the growth of GHG emissions
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Examples of EC‐LEDS Support: Energy and Transport Sectors

• Technical assistance in developing BAU 
scenario and in using a variety of 
economic models

• Technical assistance in conducting new 
resource assessments (gas, coal bed 
methane, solar, wind, biomass, 
geothermal)

• Work with technical counterparts to 
identify the legal, regulatory, policy, and 
institutional barriers to energy 
efficiency programs 

• Clean energy project development 
and transaction support

• Support energy utility 
implementation of clean energy 
and improved grid management 

• Provide training to Urban 
Development Agency in urban 
planning and infrastructure design.

Supporting Activities Implementing Activities


