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As measured by DAC major aggregates, total net U.S. resource flows to developing 
countries were $115.3 billion in calendar year (CY) 2009, an increase of $101.6 billion 
compared with the revised CY2008 level of $13.7 billion (see below for the explanation 
of the 2008 revision). The ratio of total flows to Gross National Income (GNI) increased 
from 0.09 percent in CY2008 to 0.82 percent in CY2009.  Increased Official 
Development Assistance, Other Official Flows, purchases of securities, and bank lending 
contributed to the rebound in U.S. resource flows to developing countries in CY2009 
after the worldwide economic and financial downturn in CY2008.    U.S. foreign direct 
investment and private grants decreased in CY2009 compared with CY2008 levels. 
 
Official Development Assistance (ODA), Net 
 
Net ODA disbursements from the United States were $28.8 billion in CY2009, a $2.4 
billion or 9 percent increase compared with the revised CY2008 level.  The ODA-to-GNI 
ratio increased to 0.21 percent in CY2009, compared with 0.18 percent in CY2008.  ODA 
in CY2009 is the highest net level historically for any donor country.   
 
U.S. bilateral ODA expanded broadly worldwide to record levels in CY2009, increasing 
$1.7 billion with 78 countries receiving additional assistance. Total disbursements 
increased in each region: Africa, Asia, the Americas, Europe, and Oceania.  Net ODA 
disbursements to Sub-Saharan African were $7.4 billion, a record level and $0.7 billion 
over the 2008 level.  Combined with an estimated $1.3 billion in imputed multilateral 
flows to Sub-Saharan Africa attributed to the United States, the Gleneagles commitment 
to double U.S. ODA by CY2010 to Sub-Saharan Africa was $8.7 billion in CY2009, 
meeting the commitment a year in advance. 
 
ODA increased in CY2009 to Afghanistan ($0.9 billion increase to $3.0 billion), the 
West Bank/Gaza ($0.4 billion increase to $0.8 billion), and Pakistan ($0.4 billion increase 
to $0.6 billion).  ODA disbursements increased $0.1-$0.2 billion to each of the following 
countries: Kenya, South Africa, Cote d’Ivoire, and the Sudan.  ODA also increased 
significantly to Chad, Ghana, Haiti, Mali, Democratic Republic of the Congo, El 
Salvador, Tanzania, Honduras, Burkina Faso, Mozambique, Rwanda, Micronesia, 
Mexico, Zimbabwe, and Morocco.   
 
ODA decreased in CY2009 to Iraq (by $0.4 billion to $2.3 billion) and Egypt (by $0.3 
billion to $0.2 billion).  ODA disbursements decreased $0.1- $0.2 billion to Liberia, 
Georgia, and North Korea. 
 



Net ODA to the Least Developing Countries (LDC) was a record $8.0 billion in 
CY2009, a $1.0 billion increase compared with CY2008.  U.S. aid increased to 28 of the 
49 LDCs in CY2009. 
 
By sector, U.S. bilateral ODA disbursements increased in CY2009 to:  
 

• Government and Civil Society – increased $1.2 billion to $4.9 billion 
• Population Programs and Reproductive Health (including HIV/AIDS) –  

increased $0.8 billion to $5.1 billion 
• Transport and Storage – increased $0.5 billion to $1.1 billion 
• Agriculture – increased $0.3 billion to $1.0 billion 
• Education – increased $0.1 billion to $0.8 billion 
• Water and Sanitation – increased $0.1 billion to $0.3 billion 

 
Disbursements decreased in CY2009 to the following sectors: 
 

• Energy – decreased $0.5 billion to $0.5 billion 
• Other Social Infrastructure and Services – decreased $0.4 billion to $1.6 billion 
• Banking and Financial Services – decreased $0.2 billion to $0.1 billion 
• Health – decreased $0.1 billion to $1.0 billion 
• Business and Other Services – decreased $0.1 billion to $0.4 billion 
• Multi-sector/Cross-cutting – decreased $0.1 billion to $1.0 billion 

 
Humanitarian assistance remained unchanged at the $4.4 billion record level.   
Increased disbursements for in-country refugee costs, administrative costs and 
development food aid offset decreased disbursements related to debt, commodity 
assistance and general budget support. 
 
Debt relief was $0.3 billion in CY2009, a decrease of $0.1 billion compared with the 
CY2008 level.  Debt reduction for Cote d’Ivoire totaled $0.2 billion and was also 
extended to the Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Central African 
Republic, and Togo. Under the Tropical Forest Conservation Act, there was a major 
forgiveness and redirection of principal and interest to a conservation trust fund in 
Indonesia and interest payments on ODA loans continued to be redirected to conservation 
trust funds in 11 other countries. 
 
For the second straight year, the United States did not extend an ODA loan in 2009. 
 
U.S. ODA contributions to multilateral organizations were $3.7 billion in CY2009, an 
increase of $0.7 billion and the highest level since 1992.  The extension of credit to the 
International Development Agency (IDA) at the World Bank increased $0.4 billion, 
contributions to the Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria 
increased $0.2 billion, and contributions to UN agencies with a 
development/humanitarian mission increased at $0.2 billion. 
 
 



Other Official Flows (OOF), Net 
 
Net OOF disbursements were $1.0 billion in CY2009 compared with a net inflow of 
$1.1 billion in CY2008.  The Export-Import Bank (EXIM) extended $1.6 billion in new 
export credits to 6 countries: Mexico ($1.1 billion, oil/gas field equipment), Peru ($0.4 
billion, heat exchanges in liquefied natural gas production), Brazil ($0.1 billion, 
locomotives), and under $50 million each to Morocco (aircraft), Indonesia (helicopters) 
and Ecuador (airport equipment).  The Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) 
extended $0.3 billion in investment-related loans to 21 countries and regions.  As offsets, 
principal repayments on EXIM/OPIC loans plus forgiven EXIM principal totaled $0.9 
billion in CY2009. 
 
Private Capital Flows, Net 
 
U.S. private capital totaled a $69.2 billion net outflow to developing countries in 
CY2009, compared with a $28.8 billion net inflow from developing countries in 
CY2008.  U.S. banks returned as net lenders and U.S. residents were net purchasers of 
securities (bonds and stocks) from developing countries in CY2009 as international 
markets recovered from the worldwide economic and financial downturn in CY2008.  
There were net capital outflows to Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, Oceania, and 
Multilateral Organizations in CY2009 despite a sharp decrease in total foreign direct 
investment. 
 
Net U.S. foreign direct investment (FDI) to developing countries was a $28.3 billion 
net outflow in CY2009, a decrease of $25.9 billion compared with the record $54.2 
billion outflow in CY2008.  China was primarily responsible for the overall decrease as 
U.S. FDI was a $7.0 billion net inflow in CY2009 – a $22.7 billion reversal from the 
$15.7 billion outflow in CY2008.  U.S. FDI to Sub-Saharan Africa was a $4.1 billion net 
outflow in CY2009, a $2.6 billion increase compared with the CY2008 net outflow. 
 
U.S. bank claims on developing countries registered a net outflow of $6.7 billion to 
developing countries in CY2009, compared with a $34.3 billion inflow to the United 
States in CY2008.  U.S. banks were net lenders to Asia ($9.9 billion), Africa ($1.7 
billion), and Europe ($0.2 billion). Bank lending was a net $3.7 inflow from the Americas 
and $1.4 billion inflow from unspecified developing countries. 
 
U.S. residents were net purchasers of $20.5 billion in securities (bonds and stocks) from 
developing countries in CY2009 compared with net sellers of $41.5 billion in CY2008.  
In particular, U.S. residents were net purchases of securities from the Americas which 
totaled $32.7 billion in CY2009 compared with net sales of $17.8 billion in CY2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Private Grants, Net 
 
Private grants from U.S. nongovernmental organizations, businesses, foundations, 
religious entities, and institutions of higher education were $16.3 billion in CY2009, a 
$0.8 billion or 5% decrease compared with the record CY2008 flow.  This is the first 
decrease in U.S. private flows to developing countries since 1995. 
 
Revised 2008 ODA for the United States 
 
Net ODA disbursements from the United States were revised downward to $26.4 billion 
for calendar year 2008, a $0.4 billion reduction due to the following two erroneous 
entries: 
 

1. A double count of HHS/NIH contribution of $392.8 million to the Global 
Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria (GFATM).  In addition 
to its own contributions, USAID also disburses contributions to GFATM on 
behalf of HHS/NIH which are recorded, but separately identified, in USAID’s 
reports and are designated multilateral  ODA disbursements.  The Office of the 
Global AIDS Coordinator (OGAC) at the U.S. Department of State reports on the 
U.S. Government overall implementation of foreign assistance under the U.S. 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) which also includes the 
HHS/NIH contribution to GFATM. The OGAC data on this contribution was 
coded as a bilateral worldwide ODA flow and not detected as a repeated entry 
until months after the submission.   

 
2. Erroneous inclusion of $11.4 million from the Nonproliferation and 

Disarmament Fund (NDF) of the U.S. Department of State.  NDF supports 
programs to halt the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), their 
delivery systems, and advanced conventional weapons systems, with particular 
emphasis on denying such weapons to terrorists.  This assistance does not qualify 
as ODA and was overlooked in the U.S. submission to the OECD/DAC. 

 


