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The WTO Trade Facilitation National Self Assessment of Nigeria’s Needs and Priorities
was held in Abuja, Nigeria April 7-11 at the Abuja Sheraton Hotel.
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Background

The WTQ’s Trade Facilitation Negotiating Group, operating under the auspices of the
WTO Doha Round negotiations in Geneva, is implementing a Trade Facilitation
National Needs Assessment Project under the auspices of the Trade Facilitation Trust
Fund. These self assessments are intended to provide support to WTO members,
particularly developing and least-developed countries, with respect to their trade
facilitation needs and priorities, and to the cost implications of proposed measures being
considered in the Trade Facilitation negotiations. The importance of carrying out a
national self assessment of needs and priorities has been identified in several written
proposals and by many Members as a crucial step with respect to the negotiations and the
implementation of any final result.

There are already a large number of requests from WTO members for technical
assistance under this proposed self assessment program, with the demand already
exceeding the capacity of the WTO Secretariat. As a result, the WTO has been seeking
support from WTO developed country members to support this initiative. The US
Government (USTR/USAID) has offered in-kind support to this needs assessment
project. USAID’s Trade Facilitation and Capacity Building Project “FASTrade” has
been identified as the vehicle through which this assistance will be offered as
FASTrade’s mandate, from its inception, has been to improve trade facilitation efforts
around the world.



3 Booz | Allen | Hamilton

The Self Assessment in Nigeria

The USAID team supporting the WTQO’s effort in Nigeria was led by FASTrade’s Chief
of Party Paul Fekete, who served as lead facilitator. He was assisted by Mr. Roy
Skarslette (Senior Customs Representative to the WCO from the Directorate of Customs
and Excises, Norway), Robert Ireland from the World Customs Organization, and Claire
Avett (Trade Specialist I11), also from the FASTrade project.

Advance Meetings with Nigerian Officials

Although the assessment itself was scheduled to take place during the week of April 9 —
11, the team arrived in Abuja on April 3, 2008 so that preparatory meetings could be held
with Nigerian stakeholders on April 4™. The schedule of meetings (Appendix) offered the
team the opportunity to talk with Nigerian government and private sector officials to
reinforce the importance of the trade facilitation self assessment and to encourage as
broad a participation as possible.

Mr. Adamu Abdulhahid from Nigeria’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry served as the
coordinator for the assessment in Abuja given that the primary contact, Mr. A. K. Usman,
was on a long-term training course at the WTO in Geneva. Mr. Adamu arranged
meetings with stakeholders from both the public and private sectors for Friday morning
and individual meetings with several key Ministries in the afternoon (see Appendix for
schedule). The team’s visits on Friday were important because they provided further
information to stakeholders about the forthcoming assessment and allowed the team to
explain how the assessment would be carried out. The team’s meeting with the Nigerian
Customs Service (NCS) was of particular value,
because, despite the fact that Customs plays a key
role with respect to trade facilitation issues, officials
at NCS were not fully apprised of the details of the
self-assessment and their involvement would have
been minimal had the team not emphasized the
importance of their involvement.

Unlike in East Africa, where it had been repeatedly
necessary to encourage the local coordinator to invite
stakeholders from both the government and private
sector, we discovered that in Nigeria there has been
great awareness of the need to improve trade
facilitation. Several initiatives had been undertaken
recently to highlight the issue, including a well
publicized initiative by Nigeria’s President Umaru Ms. Latanya Mapp Frett (USAID)
Yar'Adua calling for 48 hour clearance of goods at addressing the opening session.
Nigeria’s ports. As a result, the WTO Trade

Facilitation Self Assessment was well-timed to take advantage of the heightened
awareness of trade facilitation issues, and there was substantial interest in participating in
the workshop. This turned out to be a mixed blessing in the sense that budgetary
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constraints allowed only for 40 participants to be accommodated at the conference while
the actual turnout was in excess of 100 individuals. Fortunately, the Nigeria Shipper’s
Council, a cosponsor of the self assessment, was able to step in and provide some
additional funding to cover increased costs.

The Trade Facilitation Self Assessment

The self assessment workshop commenced on Monday at the Abuja Sheraton Hotel (the
schedule is attached in the Appendix). The opening ceremonies included opening
comments by Mrs. Elizabeth Emuren, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry; Latanya Mapp Frett, USAID/Nigeria; and Mrs. D. Shall-Holma, Nigerian
Shippper’s Council which was a cosponsor of the event. (Opening statements are in the
Appendix.) Additional opening welcoming remarks were also made by Mr. Badiji A.
Abikoye, Director of Trade, Federal Ministry of Trade and Commerce.

[left to right] Mr. Paul Fekete, COP FASTrade; Ms. Latanya Mapp Frett, USAID; Ms. Elizabeth
Emuren, Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry; and Mr. B.A. Abikoye,
Director of Trade, Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry at the opening ceremony.

Following the welcoming remarks, FASTrade COP and Lead Facilitator Paul Fekete gave
a presentation focusing on the WTO, the status of the trade facilitation negotiations in
Geneva, their importance to Nigeria, and the link between the self assessment and the
ongoing negotiating process on trade facilitation. Nigeria’s Geneva representative,
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Suleman Audu, offered additional remarks and pointed out that Nigeria’s role in the trade
facilitation negotiations has been minimal, largely because of the absence of direction
and input from the capital, something he hoped would change as a result of the trade
facilitation self assessment and the increased awareness that would result among Nigerian
stakeholders.

After the lunch break, COP Paul Fekete provided training on the WTQO’s assessment
methodology which would be used to carry out Nigeria’s self assessment. Once the
presentation had been completed, the self assessment commenced, with Nigerian
participants divided into four working groups to begin the process of completing the
assessment. Given the large number of attendees, the individual groups were larger than
has customarily been the case. In addition, because planning had been based on the
participation of approximately 40 individuals, there were insufficient copies of
documents for everyone. This was remedied by asking groups to share documents for the
duration of the assessment along with the reassurance that at the end of the week, each
participant would receive a CD ROM disk which would have soft copies of the materials.

[left to right] Mr. Y.S. Labaran, Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry; Mr. B.A. Abikoye,
Director of Trade, Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry; Paul Fekete, FASTrade COP.

The opening session and the WTO Trade Facilitation Self Assessment received extensive
Nigerian press coverage as did USAID’s support for the initiative. (See Appendix for
press articles.)

Most Nigerian government agencies with border control or trade facilitation
responsibilities were represented during the course of the week’s discussions. Some, like
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the National Agency for Food, Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) which
serves to oversee SPS issues, was only able to attend for two of the workshop days.

Private sector participation was extensive. The Organized Private Sector (OPS) which
consists of the National Association of Chambers of Commerce, Industries Mines and
Agriculture (NACCIMA), the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN), and the
Nigeria Employers’ Consultative Association (NECA) was represented. Other private
sector entities, with a lower level of formal recognition by the government were also in
attendance, such as the Importers Association of Nigeria. Individual companies such as
Maersk Nigeria was also represented, and added significantly to an understanding of
challenges facing trade facilitation. (The complete list of participants can be found in the
Appendix.)

3 | L

FASTrade's Claire Avett (standing) facilitating Group I .

One of the significant challenges during the assessment was guiding the discussion and
trying to keep the self assessment moving forward. Based on the comments from
participants, there had been limited opportunity for stakeholders interested in trade
facilitation to gather together, despite the general acknowledgement that the country
faced many challenges in this area. As a result, the initial stages of the assessment
devolved into charges and counter charges among stakeholders seemingly most interested
in assigning blame for the poor state of trade facilitation in Nigeria. With continued
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encouragement, the tone of the workshop improved to the point where most, if not all
participants recognized that the workshop offered the opportunity to appropriately
identify trade facilitation constraints and start developing responses to the various issues.
By the end of the workshop, there appeared to be some optimism that with continued
focus on trade facilitation issues, and with a commitment of political will from senior
government officials, progress could be made to improve Nigeria’s trade facilitation

environment.

Despite the large number of attendees, technical expertise related to many of the trade
facilitation issues was not always available or information provided by different
participants conflicted with each other. Thus, it was difficult to complete elements of the
assessment, and/or to get the level of detail desirable for completing it in a
comprehensive fashion. Those who were in attendance were dedicated to completing the
document as thoroughly as possible, but given the breadth of issues touched upon, it was
clear that additional technical expertise would need to be summoned to complete aspects

of the assessment.

Most of the self assessment was completed by mid-Wednesday in the four individual
working groups. Some groups moved more quickly, while others had more difficult
issues with which to contend or engaged in more debate on various matters. Group 1V,
facilitated by Roy Skarslette, was able to complete their work on transit issues in short
order and was able to provide assistance to the other groups, which were moving more

Robert Ireland facilitating the work of Group I11.

slowly.

Once the individual
groups’ work was
completed, all
participants
reconvened in plenary
session on Wednesday
afternoon to review
the work of the
individual groups and
to provide additional
input on issues where
one or another
government ministry
official had not been a

- partof agroup. The

plenary session was
also used to debate the

current status of a number of issues in Nigeria—about which there was vociferous
disagreement—as well as the wisdom of accepting a number of elements of the trade

facilitation negotiations.
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There were a number of substantive matters that caused difficulty during the process.
Stakeholders found there to be overlapping responsibility among various Nigerian
agencies. For example, even representatives of the Standard Organization of Nigeria and
NAFDAC could not agree on their respective areas of jurisdiction with respect to SPS
and TBT matters. Issues related to regional trade facilitation were largely set aside
because of uncertainties among stakeholders about what level of harmonization would
result from measures being undertaken within the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) and their impact on Nigeria. In addition, two issues caused great
controversy during the assessment: 1) pre-shipment inspection (PSI) and, 2) the phasing
out of mandatory use of customs brokers.

In the case of PSI, the Nigerian government has taken the official position that
requirements for PSI have already been eliminated. Although a variety of companies are
well-known to be operating in Nigeria, including, SGS, Cotecna, Cobalt Inspection
Services, Global Scan, and Intertek, the government characterizes their work as
Destination Inspection. During the self assessment, Group I11’s deliberations over the
standard (which
included two
representatives of the
Nigerian Customs
Service) led them to
conclude that Nigeria
was not in compliance
with the PSI issue
given the more
expansive view of PSI
services within the
WTO and WCO.
This prompted an
official from the
Finance Ministry to
insist that PSI
requirements had, in

frastereval

fact, been eliminated
and even resulted in a
special visit from a more senior Finance Ministry official who made a special appeal to
the workshop to declare that PSI was no longer a requirement for Nigerian traders.
Notwithstanding these declarations, private sector participants, in particular, were
adamant that PSI was still in place and should be stated as such in the final self
assessment report.

Roy Skarslette facilitating the work of Group 1V

With respect to the phasing out of mandatory use of customs brokers, Group Il indicated
that Nigeria was already in compliance with that standard, given that Nigerian statute
allows for self-clearance. There were numerous expressions of disagreement with that
position, and conflicting information about statutory requirements in this area. Private
sector representatives refused to accept the view that Nigeria was already in compliance
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with the standard, stating that while perhaps a legal possibility, self clearance was never
available in practice to individual traders.

On both of these issues, debate during the plenary session continued for quite some time.
Appeals were made to the facilitators for a judgment but the team responded by insisting
that this was a matter for Nigerians to decide. In the end, Nigeria’s Ambassador to the
WTO, Fred Agah, made the recommendation that these matters be set aside and a
commitment be made by government to review these issues.

Once the review process was completed, the plenary session turned, on Thursday, to the
preparation of a PowerPoint presentation to be made to senior officials who would be in
attendance on Friday morning. (The PowerPoint presentation is included in the
Appendix.) The presentation summarizes the work of the assessment participants and
identifies major barriers in the trade facilitation area, and Nigeria’s needs and priorities
for technical assistance. The presentation was also a means by which to encourage
Nigerian government and private stakeholders to continue the process started with the
workshop so as to further refine Nigeria’s understanding of and participation in the WTO
Trade Facilitation process.

[left to right] Robert Ireland, Facilitator, WCO; Suleman Audu, Minister Counsellor, Permanent
Mission of Nigeria to the WTO; Paul Fekete, Lead Facilitator, USAID FASTrade; Fred Agah,
Nigeria’s Ambassador to the WTO; Roy Skérslette, Facilitator, Directorate of Customs and Excise,
Norway.
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The closing ceremonies were held Friday morning, with the summary presentation, made
to the senior officials in attendance, and the distribution of certificates (see Appendix) to
the workshop participants. Officials were present from the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, the Nigerian Customs Service, Nigerian Navy, Nigerian Immigration Service,
Nigerian Police, the Standard Organization of Nigeria, and the Shipper’s Council. After
the presentation was made by workshop participants, there was general agreement that
Nigeria needed to continue the process of self assessment that had commenced with the
workshop. There was also a consensus that the recommendations of the participants
should be adopted. The recommendations included:

e There is a need for political will to be committed to trade facilitation issues

e A mechanism should be established that will allow for more regular consultations
on trade facilitation issues facing Nigeria’s stakeholders

e The Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry should convene a dialogue on
unresolved regulatory and policy issues

e Lead agencies should take their trade facilitation responsibilities seriously in
implementing their assigned tasks and sufficient resources should be devoted to
these activities

There was also a commitment to take the following early actions.

e The Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry will share the outcome of the self
assessment with all the stakeholders—particularly those who were not present—
and request their input

e The Ministry will convene another forum to finalize the self assessment within [4-
6 weeks]

e The Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry will take a memo to the Federal
Executive Council regarding the issues and recommendations that have been
made related to trade facilitation
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Appendix

Advance Meetings: Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment,
Abuja, Nigeria, Friday April 4, 2008.

Time Name/Institution

10:00 — 12:00 Meeting with Government and Privates Sector Stakeholders
, ] Federal Ministry of Finance

1:00 -2:00 Mrs. Margaret Olowu

2:30 — 3:00 Federal Ministry of Transportation
' ’ Dr. Tunji A. Bolade and Mr. T. K. Kasali
, _ Nigeria Customs Service

3:30 -4.00 Mr. A. K. Haliru

415 — 4:35 Standard Organization of Nigeria

Mrs. Toyin Idowu
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April 7-11, 2008
Abuja Sheraton Hotel
Abuja, Nigeria

DAY 1: Monday, 7 April

9:00-9:30 Opening Ceremony
- Mrs. E.B. P. Emuren, Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
- Ms. Latanya Mapp Frett, USAID/Nigeria Mission Director
- Mr. Paul Fekete, Booz Allen Hamilton/USAID

9:30-9:45 Introductions of Participants and International Officials

9:45-10:45 Session 1: Introduction to the WTO trade facilitation negotiations
- Negotiation mandate
- GATT Articles
- Members' proposals

Speakers Mr. Paul Fekete Booz Allen Hamilton/USAID
Mr. Suleman Adebayo Audu, Nigeria Geneva Representative

10:45 -11:00 Break

11:00 — 12:00 Session 2: Introduction to the Needs Assessment Process and Tool
- Introduction to the self assessment tool

Speaker: Mr. Paul Fekete, Booz Allen Hamilton/USAID

12:00 - 12:30 Session 3: Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

Participants will work in working groups that contain representatives of each agency and
private sector for completion of the needs assessment using the Needs Assessment Guide
and Tool (TN/TF/W/143). Each working group will be assigned certain trade facilitation
proposals from the Guide.
Facilitators: Mr. Paul Fekete, Booz Allen Hamilton/USAID; Mr. Robert
Ireland, WCO; Mr. Roy Skarslette, Norway Customs

12:30-1:30 Lunch Break
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1:30-5:30  Session 4: Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities
DAY 2: Tuesday, 8 April
9:00-5:30  Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities
DAY 3: Wednesday, 9 April
9:00-5:30  Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities
DAY 4: Thursday, 10 April
9:00 - 12:30 Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities
Participants continue work on needs assessment. As soon as each group completes their
assigned proposals they should begin review of the assessments completed by the other
groups.
12:30-1:30 Lunch
1:30-5:30 Report Preparation
Participants will review the results of the needs assessment and determine the conclusion
of the results. These conclusions should be prepared in a PowerPoint presentation for the
final reporting session.
DAY 5: Friday, 11 April
9:00 - 10:30 Report Preparation
10:30 — 11:00 Evaluation and Feedback on the workshop
11:00 — 12:30 Reporting Session
- Report is made to high level officials
- Discussion and feedback on findings

- Distribution of certificates

12:30-1:30 Lunch
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April 7-11, 2008
Abuja Sheraton Hotel
Abuja, Nigeria

OPENING STATEMENT
Paul Fekete
Lead Facilitator

Honorable Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

e |t is a great pleasure for me and my colleagues to be here today in
Abuja as facilitators of the national trade facilitation needs assessment
workshop for Nigeria. | am joined by Robert Ireland from the WCO,
Roy Skarslette from Norwegian Customs, and Claire Avett, from
USAID’s FASTrade Project.

e Speaking on behalf of both the WTO and USAID, | want to express
our thanks for being invited to participate in your self-assessment of
needs and priorities in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.

e Since trade facilitation became a part of the WTO Doha Negotiations
in 2004, it has been witness to a very active participation from the
wide WTO membership, now comprising 151 Members. This has
included no only developed countries, but also developing countries
and even LDCs who share the collective interest to lower transaction
costs for their traders and help expedite the clearance and release of
goods across borders.

e [t is important to mention that any future legal commitments in the
area of trade facilitation will be linked to each country’s
Implementation capacity. LDCs in particular will only be required to
undertake commitments to the extent consistent with their individual
development, financial and institutional capabilities.
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As called for in the trade facilitation negotiating mandate, the self
assessment of trade facilitation needs and priorities is a very important
element in the trade facilitation negotiations, not only to help
developing countries and LDCs identify their needs and priorities vis-
a-vis the proposed trade facilitation measures, but also to enhance
their participation in the trade facilitation negotiations in Geneva.

Many Members have stressed the need for support in conducting their
self assessment. For that reason, the WTO Secretariat has developed
an extensive program of technical assistance that is funded by WTO
Members through a special trust fund. We are here, with USAID’s
support this week to assist you by facilitating your work as you assess
your needs.

The main objectives of this five day workshop are:

o To help Nigeria identify its technical assistance and capacity
building support needs and priorities to implement WTO
Members’ proposals on how to clarify and improve GATT
Articles V, VIII, and X.

o To help Nigeria determine its national negotiating position on
each of the proposed measures.

o To help maintain a national inter-agency dialogue among the
stakeholders on trade facilitation.

This week, we bring together Nigerian officials from a variety of
ministries and government entities as well as from the private sector
to carry out the national self assessment. Let me stress that this is not
a normal training seminar or diagnostic mission, but rather a
workshop where all of you will be undertaking the actual assessment.
I and my colleagues are here only as facilitators to guide the process.
At the end, this will be a Nigerian product.

For those senior officials who will be unable to stay with us
throughout the week, let me invite you to return on Friday, at 2pm,
when the results of the self assessment will be reported out and next
steps will be considered.
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e |t is our hope that after this week, you will continue to work regularly
with each other in order to provide the necessary support for your
negotiators in Geneva as the negotiations progress.

e We are confident that with your active participation and cooperation,
we will bring this week’s efforts to a success.

Thank you.
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Tallking Points
WTO Trade Facilitation
National Sell' Assessment ol Migeria’s Meeds and Priorities
April 7, 2008
Abuja Nigeria =
Ms | axansa  Mapp ovth
!

Pootocol;

Waloome to the WTO Trade Facilitaion: National Self Azsessment of
Migeria's Needs and Priorities; which is coming up at a very appropriate
time, The government of President Umarn Yar'Adua has a seven point
agenca that seem acceptable to various sections of the economy, There is a
trade policy reforms initiative that hes Dest reporled, which promises W
Thanst activilies in the Trade and investment Sector. [ have gone through
“Dioing Business 2008", a publication to the World Bank, which coriparad
trade ard investment regulations in 178 countries and Nigeria was ranked
10, 1t ie therefore apparent that we need to examine the sitwation critically
in orcer o suggest specific policy meforrs that could maks Nigeria one of 20
top-most economies in the worlc by the vear 2020,

It is iy pleasute w© be pan of (s very Wopostant event o which participants
will receive tools and kg thar will equip them for an exercize which will
defimitely benefit the Nigerian economy and by extension the welfare of the
citizenry. The USAILD has packaged this project to provide assistaice o
countres that recogmized the importance of understanding the technicelities
required at WTO negotiations and the desire to strengther their posiden,
through a self assessment of the needs ard priorities.

Participants have their expectzlions [tom this exercise and I hope these will
be realized. However, we would like to encourage this (o be a two-wayv flow
of information between the facilitators and the participants, Nobody could
clamr to know about the Intdeacies of your trade in Nigeria mors than the
stakeholders. There are certain things that are of commeon know edge, such
as Garil Ty, the charges, the general cost of administrations, and perhaps the
wealmesses of the intrastuctural support,

I am pleased to announce that USAID Nigeria will support the Government
of Nigeria to cendust full assessment of the trade sector in order to bring it
ton the standard of irtemational best practice. The outcome of the assessment
will be used in designing our proposed Trade and Investment Capacity

o
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OPENING SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY/CEO NIGERIAN SHIPPERS’ COUNCIL (NSC) AT
THE NATIONAL SEMINAR _ON TRADE FACILITATION
ORGANISED BY THE FEDERAL MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY, NSC AND USAID FROM 7™ — 117" APRIL
2008 IN ABUJA

The Honourable Minister of Commerce and Industry

The Honourakle Minister of Transportation
The Chairperson USAID in Nigeria
Permanent Secretaries in the two Ministries
Directors and top officials of the Ministries
Chief Executives of Parastatals and Agencies
Representatives of all stakeholders

Ladies and Gentlemen of the press

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is with great pleasure that | welcome you to the opening of this
important event. This workshop is coming at a very auspicious
tiéne in the affairs of our nation as it underscores the
determination of the present administration to bring the nation into
the league of the top developed economies in the world by the
year 2020



19

Booz | Allen | Hamilton

OPENING ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER

OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, ENGR.CHARLES C, UGWUH, ODON
AT THE WTO TRADE FACILITATION NATIONAL SELF ASSESSMENT

F NIGERIA'S NEEDS AND PRIDRITIES WORKSHOP, SHERATON
HOTEL & TOWERS, ABUJA, 7" —11™ APRIL, 2008

The Honourable Minister of State for Federal Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Abuija,

Distinguished Senators,
Honourable Members of House of Representatives,

The Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Abuia,

The Mission Director, Shawn L. Cromer USALD, Nigeria,

The Team Facilitator, Mr. Paul Fekete, BAH/USAID,

Tha WTO Representative,

The Chief Executive, Nigerian Shippers Council,

The Directors, Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Abuja,
Distinguished Resource persans,

Other Invited Guest,

Gentlemen of the Press,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is a great honour and privilege for me to declare open this
important Workshop on WTQ Trade Facilitation National Needs Self
Assassment for Nigeria. Your cverwhelming presence at this occasion is a
clear demonstration of the shared vision and collective resolution of this
Administration to work together with the Organized Private Sactor {OPS) to
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wasist you oy facilitetiag your woek a5 wou assess your aeeds®

Acaoding i Fekeos, ths sim of ths fws cay wochebop inchids, halpop Wipsris sdemify e techrnicel seedences anc capacsr
buildng sappot nesds and pocdboss o immlereod WTO msm bsre proposals oo bow 4o cleifr and imorewe JATT Articler 7,
1L e =,

He secded thst halpenp the coantrr 13 dstsenins ite natonsd mepmisting pomdion o sack of Bw stopassd mesrasc, o to
e sintsin palicoel aver sganeyr dalogus smonpthe stelesboldere ondacle Fecilizadon, ars oher row oo o selirs s of 1he fonan.

Samizly, W Lelecvn Wapplak of W0 Ty i@k F ozl Bl i L Wid Ew patacqeede Cal T2 AT Hiprris aa gl boac
Lk ¥ 1 poveremack Lo fdl ssmsman el of the lade gl wall s rew Lo brirsnp ol b e ceqered denban
global best prociice, snpiaesising het the mpeorce of the sssessnact womld e used in designivg the WTO peoposed Treds and
lrerestraesd CapreityrTIT.
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Citardin Newspapers It v guandsnnewsngr commews'aricle 00ndemd_imlfpdae,

NEWS [f THE GUARDIAN

Tussshrs, Aprl 08, 2008 HOME ABOUTUS SUBSCRIBE MEMBERS CONTACTUS
Bmpretook Comee, Trease s 2007 Pres bonons, suda B womabiiariss Doom know you can mpke 400%  Conbact U For Fres Pars Quaonss
D, Siusrt & alseer, 10 PRO. Ghina Susness: naws ricles :.FI-ELm.w-m-_m 120 dmysris 2% culhon have dore ib e 1555

]
ARCHIVES TSy, Lol 02, 2008 |
ke WTO, USAID back Nigeria on trade Wekasiic Search |
ik From Emeka Anufors, Abuia
THE Waorld Trade Organisetion (WT3} and tha United States

Agency for International Developrmant (USAID) have joinad ! IE?“EId
farcas with the Federal Government towards enhancing the - P

ARTEERY country's ability to negotiate more efactively at intermational | GET & QUOTE
fora, particulary in the areas of technical assistance, special and
differantial treatment,

Bath badies are also supporting the Nigerian Government bo
: conduct a full assessment of the rade sector in order to ensure
Kk It meets international best practice standards.

BFORTE The WTO and USALD said they were convinced that this would
g bring about rapid and sustained improvemants in the trade and
Investment sechor, as well as generate employment and alleviate
poverty

FEATURES Ta facilitate the process, the WTO and USAID began a
salf-assessment workshop on Kegeria's needs and prigribes
yesterday in Abuja.

INSURAMCE

THAT TRAVELS
WITH YOu.

The warkshop brosght together Migerian officials from a variety
sl Healtt of ministries, government agencies, and the private secter. The
i workshop adso intends to halp maintain a national inter-agency
o dialegue among stakeheiders an trade facilitation.

haiusp Speaking at the pregramme, a representative of the USAID

' Missien Directer in Migena, Miss Latanya Mappfreh, stressed the
3 Drind need to critcally examine the naticn’s trade and investment
il sectar and proffer specilic policy reforms that could make Nigeria
ot amaane 0me of the 20 bop economiles in e world by the year 2020,

B P She noted that the secter had the capacity to reduce Migerna's
Defrine overdependence on oil as a source of foreign exchange eamings.

pustness e kead facilitator of the WTC Trade Facilitation Programme for
SERVICES MNigetia, Mr. Paul Fekete, in his presentation maintained that the
rogeei self-assessment of trade facilitabion needs and priorties was a
wery important alament in the negotiations, not anly to help
developing countries and kess developed countries identify what
e as their econaomies needed, but also to erhance their participation
st Trawsd In the trade facilitation negatiatiens in Genpeva,

Towls
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TALLY TRIUMWPH -Higeria, ofhers negotiab: new commitments i mads:

Lafl

RABIUL-THANI 1, 1420 AH
TUEESDAY, APRIL 8 2008

Print This Page

Higeria, cdhars negatiade new commiiments b irade taciilation —Lgwun

Er ATIKL 5. SAR1 Abua

The minkster of commerce and Industry, Ergr. Chares C Ugauh hes said that
Higerea and o mambans of the Wodd Trade Qmanizatian (WTC) am negetialng
e cammetments in the ares of rade Relisticn ok the curant Coba Round of
Miutilateral Trade MNegaotiations {MTHL

Acpoeding to him, the aim of the negodationg 5 1o furfer expedie the mowement,
ks & chear gods nckidng geods in ansil and 10 anhancs techrical
FAance and supeen Tor cagecity bulding a5 well a5 assist Higeran busresses.
4o fave their goods cleared trougs simpe custors and bonger propedures

Thee minkster distiosed ths af the World Trede Organization O&TO) Trade
Faclitation Natioml Sl Assssamant of Moera's Nesds and Priarities Waikalsp
yestardayin Abups

He =sid Fat ths was cesigned fo idenify the needs and prorties for Migena in the
anea ol fracks facitation

Thia wisikiha whith was Biltated by Be WTO saciatanal in dolkaiocation will s
United Stales Agercy for Intermebsral Devslopment (USAID), be $aid. s warking
fogeter %o support Higena's parbcipation in e WTO negoimbons on irace
tacifation under the Deha Reund of Miklateral Trede Magotiation

Tha minmslar whs was rapresanied by the pamanent secratary of the miniiry, Mrs
Efzebath Berugicts Umoren saxl Migena == a signatary 8o WTC remains sinengly
oommitied b the prrciples and obcires of the mulbabersl tode spstem through
e prsut of bhenalized rades and dynamic ecanomic pakcies.

Inthe pursul of these tommilments, Ergr. Ugeub said al they must rellecl on the
appriunkes as wel e challenges org the devekpng econommes of counres
ik cwrs parboulerly with respact to the role of e WTO In shaping imemational
econemic relators and ersuning an open inbernational trading system for equiabie
dEinbuticn of Iredrg cppotusrtes: b our counlries and peapl of the worid

Ergr. Crarkess while assuring $at Higenans are detemined o rerain sheactast in
Their commimem o the objeciives of rade faciitation under T WTO guiceines,
akao assured that Migera wil continue 1o supoort conorete proposals that wolld
produce the necessary reforrs %o address sxisting imbalarces 0 amurng el aur
sconomic deyelopment aspimations are snfenced, protected and sustained

Easber In her opening spsech, fe Evecutme Secretary and Chief Execubve Orificer
of Migenian Shippers’ Councll (HSC% Mrs, D, Shall Hefma had ofserved that © he
O TRENEE wiks COming Al & Fme when fhe prasen sdeinicration wis datarmined o
twing the nation imio the l=agus of jop developed economies i the world by the
year 2020

The axgcutive secretary sakd that the valima of Inemational frade Fas grosn
rapidy i recent yeans and te speed of Tansaction Pas become an essentil
=kement in competieness.

Acoording 1o Hofma, $e preblems coninbuting towsard this dismad state of frade
pracicn inchicds |||'l|'ﬂmrj A axces ke data And decumentaion requremams,

Bk of iy ol e dwarance lmes, lack of camdingicn
and e absence ol madern Lunrnuue:
Wil jing o il micipanis at the kenop o avall themeeises of the

Qmﬂi\l’ g tl:n' 1he warkshap o anlighien publc on the subject matier
ruake, the NSC Chisf Exeotive Cificer ass implaied them t contnbube idess
and suggeshians that wil as=st in sngsndenng inmeased kel of trade facifadon
for Higeria

In s samaik, the USAKD Migera Mission Deestor, W Paul Felebe said fat e
sellassmanment of frade fcitation nesds and priceites are very imporant
srments in the rads facidaton regotistions, not orly 10 help developing courfines
it ais0 fo anhance their participation in fe trade facitation negatiabian in Genea
Wy, Fakete oxphined Hrat fhe WTO sactarat fos deesloped an anpersig
pregramme ol bechnical assstance that s funded by WTD members Brough a
=pecal trust fund.

hittpeSwrarwy trilam phmeas papers. conymig 842008 Tim|
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WTO Trade Facilitation

National Self Assessment of Nigeria's j{/";mm‘l U SAI D

Needs and Priorities

April 7-11, 2008
Abuja Sheraton Hotel
Abuja, Nigeria

CLOSING STATEMENT
Paul Fekete
Lead Facilitator

Honorable Guests
Ladies and Gentlemen:

It has been a great pleasure for us to be here this week as facilitators
of the national trade facilitation needs assessment workshop for
Nigeria. Speaking on behalf of both the WTO and USAID, I’d like to
thank my colleagues, Robert Ireland, Roy Skarslette, and Claire Avett
for their support throughout the workshop. In particular I would like
to thank the Ministry of Commerce and Industry for its support of the
workshop. | would also like to single out and thank Suleman Audu
and Adamu Abdulhahid for all the work they have done in support of
this effort.

We have appreciated your warm hospitality, your hard work, and your
commitment to making this assessment a success. At the opening
session, we cautioned you that this would be a workshop of a different
nature, and you have all met and exceeded the challenge through your
commitment and wholehearted participation in the assessment.

When we started the assessment, we indicated that the main objectives
would be to:

o Help Nigeria identify its technical assistance and capacity
building needs and priorities in relation to implementation of
WTO Members’ proposals on how to clarify and improve
GATT Articles V, VIII, and X.

0 Help Nigeria determine its national negotiating position on each
of the proposed measures.

&
R4/ FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
Siar L
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o Help maintain a national inter-agency dialogue among the
stakeholders on trade facilitation.

In each of these areas, the participants of the assessment have met or
exceeded the objectives that were laid out at the commencement of
the effort.

o Sadly, we will be leaving Nigeria, and so the ongoing responsibility
for continuing the national dialog on trade facilitation issues falls to
all of you. We hope that the decisions reached during this workshop
with respect to the way forward will guide you and will serve to
provide the necessary support for your negotiators in Geneva.

Thank you.
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National Self-Assessment of Trade Facilitation Negotiation Needs and Priorities for Nigeria
Integrated Registration List

April 15, 2008

(Click to open contact list)

{Use il camplere list not otherwise available. You maey want to have sight in every duy if participants change treguently but

NATIONAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT LIST OF PARTICTPANTS

FOWCOUNTRY:  Nigeria
DATE: Apeil, 7 - 11*Y 2008

there is nu need fo repeat contact infurmation, I'lease send 10 the WTO with the participant evaluation)

Flease imitial on each day of atendance

|'s'm NAME AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION TNy Duy [Day Day
| 1 2 3 4
1 | Fimnif Olughemi Federal Misistry ol Address: DI fecrotnriat
! Commeres & Area 1, KO L Abuja, (Riom 216, Trade
Lodusiry Tiepl.y

Fax:

2 TEdike BCR

Nig. Customs Servive T Address: 29, Ware Houss Boad, Apapa,

Lazos

Phonc:080333 77070

Fux;

Fompils sporveisu e

Phooe: #1348032406111

Lemeil-famjZtikngdyatnss eom

s Muhu, L M

Mig. Customs Service
Fhote:
Fo:

Adtress: W Tomes 11, Abija

E-mail:mimshworl ddiyehoo com

}

USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
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WTO Trade Facilitation Self
Assessment of Needs — Nigeria

Needs and Priorities
in the WTO

Trade Facilitation
Negotiations

Workshop
Abuja, Nigeria
April 7-11, 2008

(Click on graphic to open PowerPoint Presentation)
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THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

hereby acknowledges the participation of:

in the

National Self-Assessment of Trade Facilitation Negotiation Needs and
Priorities for Nigeria

presented by the WTO in cooperation with USAID

Abuja, Nigeria
April 7-11, 2008

= USAID Z

1& FROM THE AMERICAN PECPLE
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