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PREFACE

Before proceeding to the main portion of this'study,-the
reader should be informed that the material-presented there is
- still, in many.respects,,preliminﬁry;. Specifically, there are many
data from the sample survey that were tabulated too late ﬁo be
included in this version. A4s a result there will probably he
fhrther révision-in the figures presented in, for exemple, the
Gross Village Product, as well as in other sections. A4lso,.and
"perhaps more importantly, present plans call;for eventual combi-
nation of the economic, sociological and administrative parts of
the_stﬁdy of a Vietnamese rural community into a. 8ingle voluma.
At that time there will undoubtedly,be a re~interpretation and:
integration of these and other existing materials.,

. The disclaimer td finality is not intended'to forestall
criticism of the contents of this section, for oné of the main
reasons for issuing it in this preliminafy form is'to give the study
wide distribution and invité comments and suggestions.  However, .

a warning is gifen in the nature of the present incompletenéss,_
. and of the'plans,for future revision:and modification,in awcombined
volume covering all aspects of village life.

- This study of a Vietnamese rural éommunity was undertaken as
a part ofkfhethint”fééearch program of the National Institute of_
'Administration and the lichigan State University Croup in Vlet Nam.

Special acknowledgement should go to the Rector of the Institute,



Mr. Vﬁ-Quéc-Thﬁng, and the Vice Rector, Mr. Nghiém-Bﬁng,.for thelr
help in getting the project established, and to Mesérs. Bﬁi-Quanuﬁn,
TrddngANgéc-Giéu, and Cao-Hﬁu;ﬁSng of the Institute faculty for
their ‘advice and cooperation ‘during the period when field work was
ifi-progress.' Thanks are also due to the USOM Field Service Division
for their logistical support, ﬂnd to the U30OM Graphics Section for
their help ih preparing charts), maps, and sketches to illustrate
'the text. - Ths Writer‘is alsoi&ratefvl to 2 number of people whb
have WOrked on the project) ‘or who have offered adv1ce and’ help

at various staves, 1nclu01ng Messrs. Bui- Quang-Ba, Nguyen-Ngqc Yen,i
| Le-Bdc-Gi,-and béng-Vén-De of' the Michigan State University Group:
staff,’ and Dpa’ d “Price Gittihger of USOM. To my colleagues on

the study, G. C. Hickey, and Lloyd Woodruff, I owe a special debt
for their continuous aid and'aSsistancghthroﬁghOUt; and for the
cordiaitahd”prodtctive working relationships which existed at all
timeé durine the field work phase of the study. 'Fiﬁally,~I wish

td express my sincere thanks to my assistant, lir. Nguygﬁ V&n Thuah;f
whose petient, tonscientious, sympathetic and intelligent per-
formanceﬁbf*his task was a constént soUrce‘bf”stféngth to_me;:“a”“ -
Despite ‘thoese many acknowledﬁeﬂents, 211l errors of omlsslon or

commission are solely those of the. writer, -‘7ﬂ”7ﬁmff“”

. K Giot
; . L. . . : . . , N . i et Al
ey . E - : - o ' B St

Romey Ttaly: © . =0 w0 oo o
: July27,if‘:ﬁg§g :‘.“‘ij’ e 'z;';.',‘a':' it ‘f 0.
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. Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

™~

Vlet Nam 1s a land whose features change dramatlcally withln
very short dlstances, from mountains and high plateaus to coastal
plains and inland swamps. To the south, the large delta formed by
the Mekong and lesser river systems 1nches forward yearly into the
South Chlna bea. ThlS delta whlle hardly typlcal of all Viet Nam,
is one of" the most fertile rice- produclng regions 1n boutheast A51a,
Its 1mportance lles not only in the substantlal contrlbutlon the
area can, and w1ll make to the natlonal economy of Vlet Nam, but
it is also the area of most recent settlement by the Vletnamese.
The study of its institutlons therefore rsveals much about the |
process of social change for they differ signlflcantly from the more
familiar customs and mores of Central and Northern Viet Nam.

The delta v1llage chosen for thls study bears the name of
Khanh Hau and'is located approximately fifty kllometers south of
Saigon in the province of Long An not far from the ohief provin— B
cial town of T&n An.' Although the main north south natlonal hlgh-
- way passes through the v1llage lands, the centers of v1llage | |
populatlon are situated one to two kllometers on elther s1de of 1t
and are in some cases approachable only by foot path over the rlce
flelds. There are flve such centers, or hamlets, in the v1llage --
ip Cau Rp Nhdén Hau fp Thu Tdu ﬁp M81, and ﬁp Dlnh.= The latter |
has been recently dlvided 1nto ﬁp Dinh “A" and ﬁp Dinh "B" for



¥

administrative purposes, but for all other purposes it remains
essentially a single unified hamlet as before.
| The hamlets form a rough perimster which outlines the village
boundaries with most of the village rica fields 1nside these
Vinhabited areas. The hamlets on the east side of the main high~
iway - ﬁp Gau ﬁp Nhdn HEu and Rp Thu T@u -~ are situated on
sizeable streams, which gives them fairly good water facilities
for fishing, transportation and irrigation. Those on the WeSt «w
‘ﬁp Dinh "A" and "B" and fp MB4 -~ have access only to a smaller
':stream, recently extended by a canal. The villave council house,
the school and the Village dinh where the village cult is
ucelebrated are all located in Rp Dinh, which is the most populous
of all and the only one to have a street. Thls hamlet also
contains the tomb of Marshal Nguyen Huynh Bdc, a hero of Vietnamese
history from ‘the early period of the Nguyen dynasty. A second dinh
ls located in Rp Nhdn HBu, remnant of a time more than forty years
ago when the eastern portion of the present Khanh Hgu was a |
separate village. The cult of this gi__ nh is. still actively cele-_
brated, and in many respects this part of the village is more
" closely linked to neighboring villages than to Khanh Hju. Except
‘for the one street in ﬁp Dinh, communication within and between .
hamlets is along footpaths which wind in and around the houses, or
\meander across the rice fields on the bundings which 'separate the
holdings of lnleldual farmers.” ‘
' The land is the heavy, black clay of the delta, stretching

flat in all directions. The hamlets have grown along the streams



" that lead to the main rivers, the houses hidden from view by the
water palms and other follape Whlch grow thlck along the banks.
The ‘chief v1llage occupation is rice agriculture carried on by
methods whlch, with a few exceptlons, have changed but little over
centuries. Tools and equipment are simple and locally made;
secondarv'occupations are poorly developed. A great majority of
the houses in the village are made wholly or in part of thatch and
are surrounded by rough thickets of thorn and'bamboo; The main
Vhlghway, with its steady stream of buses and other vehlcles,
affords easy and 1nexpen51ve transportion to the larger towns,.but
no one in the village owns an automoblle and only a few have |
motorlzed blcycles or scooters. In many essentials, life is as 1t
must have been one hundred and flfty years agoo | |

In termo of population the vlllage is probably sllghtly
smaller than other vlllages Wthh surround it. To the outs1de
observer, however, the people are the same. A walk down any |
village path offers an opportunlty to observe V1llage llfe and meet
its people. If you stop to talk there is polite reserve in thelr
manner at flrst but this usually changes to more open friendllness
when the v1sit is recognized as non-threatenlng. An invitatlon~to
.have a cup of tea is a never- failing courtesy offered 1n every home,

TC I T R r-'.F’.?-f." S G A VL N I £ O
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no matter how poor. The children, giggling and curious, often
appear sturdy and alert, but many of the younger ones, naked or
cladlonly in a shirt, exhibit the distended stomachs and running
noses that are symptomatic of malnutrition. The young women have
Ta graceful carriage from carrying burdens on their heads and
shoulders, but the old women too frequently are stooped and thin
from a lifetime of extremely hard physical labor. One is
1mpressed by the incredibly bad teeth of the older people. For
most of them, the few remaining teeth are badly decayed as well
as stained by tobacco and betel. Clothing, often in an advanced
stage of disrepair, usually consists of black calico shirts and
- trousers for both men and women, pluS‘a conical hat to protect the
uearer from the sun. This costume is sometimes varied with bits
of cast off military uniforns or shirts of different cut and color,
particularly by the women. An exception is the all-white cotton.
garb worn by men of higher 1ncome and social standing, their
clothing symb01121ng their prestige position in the society.

| The pace of v1llage life is calm but not indolent. People
are curious about things that are new and different .but they are
slow to register surprise or ex01tement. Meeting them, you- gain
an impre381on of people who are, on the whole, courteous, in-
dustrious and able, their energy curbed to some extent by the
debilitating effects of poor diet and endemic 1l1 health. There
is also present an innate peasant conservatism that has probably.
been accentuated by the destabilizing events of the war years and

the present day insecurity in some parts of the‘countryside.»



In most externals, therefore, Khanh H3u presents an image
that is similar to any one of hundreds of villages that dot the
delta region which lies south of baigon, north of the mekong and ~

east of the Plaine des Joncs (udne Thap Mddi), the large Swampy

area that lines the Gambodlan border." We decided to study one of
these vlllages in detail and at length rather than make a broader |
survey covering a few key aspects of seVeral villages. Behlnd
this de01sion was the belief that familiarity w1th all facts of
_life in g 31ngle v1llage would prov1de insights and 1mpressions B
which one could feel assured were reasonably accurate. If the
village 1tself is typical of its neighbors, the resulting descrip-
tion and analysis of Khanh Hau should be roughly applicable else-
_where in the same region. However, it emphatically is not 1ntended
to be a portrait in miniature of rural life in all parts of Viet
Nam, for there are clearly substantial differences, of all kinds
betWeen the dlfferent reglons of the country. |

The villaoe study as a whole is lelded into three parts
‘sociological aspects, V1llage administratlon, and economic act1v1ty.
The sociological and administrative studies are being published |
'separately. This particular portion is concerned with economic
activity Of course, in many respects the economic 1nst1tutions
overlap and blend with the administrative organization and the
soc1al 1nst1tutions of the village and, therefore, there will be
overlap between this volume and the other: two . Also, it became
apparent early in the field work that the administrat1Ve village

- was nelther an economic nor a s001al unit. The village inhabi-



tants sometimes functioned as members of small units within the
village while, at other times and for other purposes, they
interacted with the inhabitants of neighvoring villages. Economic
activity waé not always based upon a "village™ unit and norattempf
has been made here to analyze it in terms of a unit establshed for
administrative conveniéhce.

| The interest in economic activity in this village of Khanh
Hgu is directed toward two ma jor objectives. The first is to
provide a déscription of how the village provides for its material
needs énd to assess how well it does so. The second is to ﬁﬁcover
and focus attention on the factors which can affect the rate ofl
economic change and development. In other words, an attempt is
made to assemble evidence of changes successfully made and inno-
vations which have failed, and to discover‘which chaféctefisfics
and influences encourage and favor éhange and which ones inhibit
and prevent it. In doing so, there should not énly‘be more |
information on some Specific problems, but also a basis for
generalization on the physical and institutional capacityAfor

economic growth.



Chapter IT
THE RESOURCES OF THE LAND

Size and Tenure Relationships

Land and_the limitgtiong of size. =~ The importance of the

land vo a rural village in the rice~-growing delta region of Viet

Nam is obvious, but the potentialities for change in the use of

- land resources are not nearly as evident. Visitors to Khanh-H@u-'
: who are familiar with land use-and-land tenure systems in other

 parts of South and South-east Asia invariably comment on the large

" size of the fields in the village. In comparison with the rice
"fields.of_lndonesia, the Philippines or India,'forlexample, the

: fiélds in this pertion of the delta must appear good-sized. This
.impressien is ehhancediif the'Visit is ‘made during the months of

:'November'to Jaruary when the rice is being harvested and the ripe

‘ graln hides the boundaries between fields. ‘Despite the fact that

" the pressure on the land 1s less severe ‘than’ in other Asian countries

- == and visitors! impre531ons are valid to_this-extent -~ there are
;sseveralﬁimportantflimitatione to the villagers' use of thelr land,
including that of size itself. | |
Con31dering the problem of size first, it is important to know
-not only the- total- size of the holdlngs which an owner or tenant
emay have, but alse.to-have-some-ldea-of-the{eize;of“the”working
~unit. If fregmentationuhasVreaehed-anaad#&ﬁéeﬁ Btége, a sSubstantial
.land holding can be spfead ovef‘a”largeﬂafea, and the use of more |

xtensive agricultural techniques is:thorsby/linfted. Finally, it



would be important to know to what exténp‘the actual cultivation

of the land is kept within the boundaries of private ownership or
private tenancy, and if there is any tradition of extensive pooling
of land on a communal, kinship or nelghborhood basis.

The basic data on land ownership are provided by the tax
rolls of the village for the year 1957, as amended in 1958, and
the provincial land registérs. These are summarized in Tables 2.1
through 2.4. The total area of rice lénd in the village is
925.91 hectares, or .29 hectares per capita.based on a population
count of 3.241 persons. Communal land held by the village is
relatively insignificant, and, together with one_very.small pliece
of land owned by a village pagoda, amounts to only 29 hectares.

" This corresponds with the-general tendency in the' southern part of
Viet Nam for the communal lands to be a very small proportion of
the total cultivéted area. One pre-war estimate put this pro-
portion at only 3 percent, as opposed to estimates of 25 percent
and 21 percent of the total cultivated area in Central and North

Viet Nam reSPectively,l'

- and iniKhéqh Hgu communal land is actual-
1y 3.1 percent of the total ricé’land. |

A1l land in the'villagé.is registered in the provinecial
office of the Ministry of Land Registration.ahd Agrarian Reform.’
-Bach piece of land is given.aglot number; and a record is mads. edach -

time a pidce of land changes size through inheritance, gift or sale. -

'Indochine fran alse

lHenry Yves, Economie Agricole de . e
"indochine, , P+ 109,

(Hanoi: Gomvernement Genera




T4 BLE 2.1
RICEFIZLDS IN HAMLET OF AP VINH
VILLAGu OF KHANH HKU BY SI2% OF FIELD

o A oAb . Cumulative
Area in hectares N;Wbeg of Cu§ulagl;g fgtal Total percentage
T -} Felds | No.of Fields | ¢\, of Fields
50 or less .~} - 56 b . 56 47,1
51 - 1.00 14 1 70 5§.8
1.01 - 1.50 . 82 . 68.9-
1.51 -~ 2.00 5 87 73.1
2.51 . - 3.00 |} Lo 98 82,4,
3.01 . - 3.50 10 108 90.8
3-51 - I-I--OO l 1 109 91.6
4,01 - 4.50- ok 113 1 95.0
L.51 -~ 5.00 0 113 95.0
over 5.00 6 119 100.0
Total: 119

Source: Land Registration Records, Ministry of Land
Reglstratlon and Agrarian Reform LongwAn Prov1nce.

If a portion of a lot'is sold separatelx, a new lot desighation is.
made. However, the lot number assigned to the newly created lot:
contains a referénce-to the bfiginal lot from which it was taken.
Where one person acquires adjacent pieces of land, the regigtration

continues to carry them as separate Iots, although the name of ::
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the owner is entered for each plot he owns.2 This practice of
registering individual fields gives one approximation to the sigze
of the working unit,'and Table 2.1 shcws'thelnumber of fields
falling into various sigze classes.' |

On the basis of‘thls type ofhrecord, the majority of the
fields registered:in one hamlet“rnns‘to.falrly‘small sizes.
Almcst.half ofzthem (47-percent) are smaller than one-half hectare,
and friearly thiee-fourths of them‘(73}l percent) are less than
two hectares in area. Only six flelds are larger than five
hectares. ‘The largest field in the entire hamlet is twenty-seven
hectares, ‘which isktw1ce the size. of the next largest. The

+

average size of the flelds reglstsred in the hamlet sampled is
1.68 hectares, but;about 70 percent of the leldS are smaller ‘than
this. ' ' ‘ : '
Bearing in mind that these data refer to one hamlet in the
v1llage, and that ind1v1duals can and do own land in other hamlets
and other v1llages, there seems to be some tendency for blgger
landowners to combine their larger fields in the same. general -
area. In some cases thlS represents the purchase of ad jacent
pleces of land. In other cases, it represents the purchase of
pleces of land -adjacent to land that was inherited. Finally, the

ad jacent pleces were sometimes inherited as a combined piece. of’

2One ccmplicatlng factor is that owners' names are not changed
on the record when a death occurs. For thls reason, some
flelds are registered under the names of people .long deceased.



11

property and have been retained intact. In all these situations,
the working ﬁﬁit could be larger than the size of the fields
regigtered individually would'iﬁdicate, but factors other than
size cnter into the determination of the WOrking unit of land
(e.g., the lével of the land), and no easy conclusions can be
 drawn to cover these larger holdings. |

.The mofe typical case is the smallér‘field, and here we usually.
find one df'two things. If the owner has more than”dne‘lot,rthey
are usually either separated by roads, gardens or home plots; if
combined, they are still small in total area. The other general
pattern 1s for the owhers of small fields to have only single fields.
In these cases, therefore, it would ‘be more accurate to assume
that the size of the field as registered is a reasonable approk—
imation to the size of the working unit. However, it is still a very
crude approximation because the.lénd registration figures do not
indicate anything about tenancy, and portions of both.large éhd..
small fiélds.may be rehted'out, or one of two small adjacent fields
may be- leased by the owner. It also says nothing about the con-
dition of the land or the level of the land in”reiation to the
fields adjacent. Both of thess factors are important considerations
in the villagerstdecisions on land utilization.

'Frapmentatidn'ahd-inheritanée of land. -~ Fragmentation of

the land has become a problem only in recent years, although for
some reason the villagers themselves do not tend to regard it as
such.” At one time the riceland 'in-the village was mainly ‘in the -
hands of a few very large landowners, and they preferred to rent

portichs of it to a small number of.tenaﬁts. While there were
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not many tenants, most of them were able to rent'fairly large
areas of land, and the income of these tenants was therefore
fairly high. The large majority of the village population worked
as.laborérs for either the landowners or the large tenants. .
Owners would usually continue to lease thelr land to the sons of
deceased former fenants,_but children could not inherit tenancy
rights as such. Also, owners tended to lease to only one of the
" children of a former tenant, with the result that the land was
kept in large units and there was little fragmentation.

During the 1930's some owners began to sell portions of their
lahd,-oftgn to their former tenants, and this process was some-
what acpelerated during the war years. With land ownership there
came land inheritance, and through subsequent marriage by the
heirs the units of iand came to be spread more than before. A4s
pointed out earlier, people'do,hold ad jacent .pleces of property,‘
so the spatial fragmentation process is not an irreversible affair.
The main efféct,pf fragmentation has been to reduce the size of
the land units that are passed on from one generation to the next.

The inheripance‘praétices with respect to land do not seem
to be rigid or fixed by strong tradition. \The.bequest sometimes

ddvides the land equally between all children, male and female,
~ but this is not common, _Some'villagers report that younger sons
are often favored overjother'children,mand‘that they tend to

ihherit not only the family house, but also the largestor choicest
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piace of land. Even in the custodianship of the hudng hga,3

the land dedicated to the maintenance of the cult of the ancestors,
oldest sons may be passed over in favor of other children. Thus,
while it is not possible tq measure the quantitative importance_

of the different inheritance.practices, there is ample evidence |
that the‘oldest_soﬁs do not inevitably cccupy the favored position
in the family, and nothing approaching primogeniture seems to

' axist;

When the number of children is.large, and the land to.be
divided between them is small, adjustments must be made to deal
with the_situation. Most people leave some kind of will, but
unless a.great deal of propertyuis involved it ia.not considered.
worth-while to registar the will in the provincial office. Willa
usually set forth the general conditions of theydistribution,_but
they do not make detailed statements of what each heir will re-

- celve. The adjustments, therefpre, are made by the heirs through
agreement”among themselves. Thus a farmer may leave the small
piece of property to one child withlthe_stipulatioh that each year
he givelthe other children some riae fromwthe harvest, the ampunt
to be decided by agreement among all the children. o

Another variation is multiple use of.the land._ 1f the land
area is large enough, the heirs sometimes set out maygers indi-

- cating -each one's portion, and each would then farm his own share.

Jliterally, the land used to maintain incense and fire on
the family altar. _ _
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Thereharefalmdst no instances of helrs pooling land and labor
and operating a joint interprise. Where the land area is too -
small for this, the heirs sometimes rotate the use .of land from:
year to year. The'per56n'wh§ works the land during any given
year keeps all the proceeds of the land and does not divide with
the other jbint owners. Those who do not have the use of the
land for that year make theif‘liﬁing in any way available to then,
usually as farm labor. Finally, if.the land area 1s too small
to divide or to work, even on g rotation basis, the helrs may
decide to séll it, either to some member of the family dr to an
outSidef. This would happen, for examble, when the already small
shares held on'a‘small piece of lahd'are passed on to the next
generation of children. There are then too many people to rotate
use of the land frequently enough; or to benefit much from renting
it. |

As ﬁight be expected this procedure=causes much bickering
among heirs. Many cases of long standing ill-feelings between
village families can be traced to disputes over land. In spite
of this, most village landowners contiriue to leave wills whose
provisions are general and somewhat vague, providing fuel for
future difficultiess | |

Cne possible adjustment that would minimize spatial fragmeﬁ-
tation would be the ‘exchange of pleces of land to produce
continuous holdings for parties to the exchange. This apparently

' almost never happens within the village itself, where only pieces
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- of land in the village are involved, but it does happen occasion-
élly between villages. Thus, a man who dwns land in two villages
may exchange with someone from another village who owns land in_
the same two villageé. After the exchange, each ends up with
one larger pi¢ce'Qf land entirely situated in one of the two
villages. | |

Although there are no feliable'data to substantiate the
éfatemént, it seems probable that fragmentation, both spatially
and in terms of size of land holding, has been increasiné in the
village over the last thirty years. One irdication of this is in .
the survey finding that over two-fifths of all farm households in
the village\report ﬁhey operate less land now than when they first
began,”but_less'tpan 10 percent report incfeases in the amount
of land_theyroperatef While this is not evidence of fragmentation
in.all cases, it is consistent with thengservétion that land per
household or per capita is declining. Such fragmentation follows
from th@.tendency-of_villagers toxdivide their.holdings more or
less equally among‘the‘childrén,;:fosetting thls are such factors
as thé ability of a few families to acquire more land than they
inherited, some migration frOm-the‘vil;age, and a high death rate
among the children of some familieg.. On balance, howeverjithe |
trend,toWardwfragmentatiQn i1s greater than the offsettingffadtorsn
Spatial fragmentation does limit productivity, but the reduction
in the.sizg_Qf_holding’phrgugh.ﬁ;agmenpgtidn is probably the

single most important limitation on productivity.
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Land ownership patterns. -- The ownership of land presents

a changing picture, not only because of the constant fragmentation
process but also because of the goverﬂment‘s agrarian reform
program. The effects of this can be understood by‘presenting_first
a view of the land ownership pattern that existed ﬁp t;'l958, at
which time the distribution of land belonging to the largest
landowner in the village took‘plabe. The overall view is shown

in Table 2.2.

The rice land in Khanh Hfu was owned by 130 landowners of
whom 31 were ﬁon-residenésﬁof the village and 99 were residents.
The singie"largest landholding was 323.86 hectarés; or 35.0 per
‘cent of the total area of rife lands ‘in the village. Beiow'this,
the owhership of the land was divided into much smaller shares.

The average holdinmg of all landowners was 7.l hectares, but if

the largest owner is excluded the mean drops‘td'h;7_hectares;'

The median size holding was only 2.36 hectares. Under this owner-
ship_pattern slightly more than three~fourths of all landowners
(76.2 per cent) owned about one~fifth (20.8 percent) of the rice

'land,'and-éll of”thesé'OWned-leés.than'6 heétafés'each-':One~f9urth

: of.éll*landownérs (25.4 percent)’ owned less'than'ohe'hectaré'eabh; '

and only 14 landovmers (108 ﬁer‘bent).owned more ten hectares.

 Thus, aside from the bne'lérgé'village landholding, landownership
meant fairly small holdings. | BN -

There does not seem to be aty basic*diffefehéé'%eﬁﬁéeﬁ-thé:

‘pattern of ownership bfffésidént'éhdfnon—resident-léndownéfs,'énce



TABLE 2.2

OWNERSHIP OF RICE LAND IN VILLAGE OF KHANH-HIU, 1958

s Sy o S e SN MM [ PR
Area of Number‘Percen;' Percentage Percent-|Cumlative |Fercentage | percentage
_ of | 2a&¢€ 01 of Number | age of |percentage 0? total | of total
Holding 1/ ?g;a total of total | of total village Village
" |Land~ {1 dage village |Hectares| village| village hectares | Hectares
(Hectares) |owners| —30°7 land- hectares| hectares excluding igycluding
owners owners largest 2/ Largest 2
Less than 2 60 | u46.2 4642 52.23 5.6 5.6 8.7 8.7
2 - 3.9 25 | 19.2 65 .4, 70.62 7.6 13.2 11.8 - 20.5
LI- - 509 lt{- 1008 7b02 69.71 7.5 2007 1106 32-1
6 - 7.9 11 8.5 8l.7 75.71 8.2 28.9 12.6 L7
g - 9.9 6 L .6 89.3 54.03 5.8 34.7 9.0 53.7
10 or more 14 10.8 100.1 603 .41 65.2 93.9 L6k 100.1
b , I
Total 130 100.1 925.91 99.9 100.1
===========:h======£========:L=====!====== R e bt L e e ESEERE=ET

1/ Includes Communal and Pagoda Land

g/ Hectares of rice land, excluding those owned by the largest landowners totalled
' 602,05 hectares

Source: 1958 Tax Rolls, Village of Khanh H3u.

LT
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the biggest landlord 15 excluded. Nearly half‘the-landownersrin
geach categorj eWn less than 2 hectares,'and over ninety-percent
own less than 10 hectares. Tables 2.3 and 2.4 show the basic data
for each type of landowner. If, once again, the single largest
holding is excluded, the ownership patternfofethe two becomes even
more similar. Thus, resident landowners, comprising 76.7 percent
of all landowners, would hold 6&.0 percent of all rice lend
instead of the 44.2 percent shown in Table 2.3. By comparison,’
‘nen-resident landowners would hold 32 percent instead of the 55.8
percent shown in Table 2.4. Although nen-resident landowners
would still hold a siightly dieproportienate share of land in the
village, it is not nearly as great as mightlbe expected. Nothing
~in this should‘imply:that‘landownership;is widespread among village
residents, for the numnber of resident landownere:represents only
16.8 percent of all households in the village in 1958, keeping in
mind that this. was before distribution of land under the program
of agrarian reform. ' h

The distribution\of land owned by non-residents c¢orresponds
"roughly with that of:the resldents, encluding'the largest land—
owner as noted;above. ‘Thie land is worked by tenants, but the
_ typical'non-resident_landlerd in this village doesa not have large
| property holdings. In general, he is semeone llving-ln a neighbor-
3ing village or.in the town of T&n An, and the lanﬁ has:prhbably
come to hlm through inheritance. For example, a woman born in

Khanh Heu, now the wife of a resident of another village,: may inherlt



TABL

B .2.3

OWNERSHIP OF RICE LaND IN VILLAGE Or KHAWH-HEU,

BY Ru3IDERT LaNDOWNSRS, 1958

- ===========T===========‘========-T—===============:============;======================
hiea of Holding Number |[Percentage Percentage §§czggzge Percentage
of of of all Number Held by of Area
(Fectares) . 1/ . 1/ Village ofl 1/| Held by
e Resident | Resident Landowners | Hectares | pogjdent {41l Village
Landowners|Landowners Landowners | Llandowners
Lets than 2 46 4L6.5 35.4 34.11 3.3 3.7
L4 - 5.9 9 9.1 6.9 43.33 1J3.6 L.7
6 - 7.9 7 7.1 5.4 46.57 11.4 5.0
g - 9.9 5 5.1 3.8 45 .60 11.1 k.9
1u or more Z 8.1 6.2 172.07 12.0 16.6
JENERY -  JNIVEVIIRII JESSUURY J oo
Total: 99 100.1 76.2 409.26 100.0 L .2

1/ Includes Communal and Pagoda Land

Source :

1958 Tax Rolls, Village of Khanh Hiu.

6T



TABLEAU 2.4

OwNindSHIP OF RICi LAND IN VILLA@E oF KHANH-HQU,

BY KQN-RESIDENT LANDOWNERS, 1958

3

=====================================£=T==»==================== ;===a==':':'.—.;==============
L i Number Percentage‘Percentage i 2;0222253 Percentage
Area of Holding of of of all Number Held by of Area
. : Non= N_on- . V:'Lllage of non- Held by All
(Hectares) Resident| Resident |1 -3t il s dectares | posident Village
T Landowners|Landowners | Landowners | Landowners
ez e e f e e I
Less than 2 14 L5.2 10.8 18.12 3.5 2.0
2 - 3.9 1l 73.2 .77 3.24 .67 3.
L - 5.9 5 16.1 3.8 26.38 5.1 2.8
6 - 7-9 l+ 1209 3-1 29-11-]- 5-6 3.2
8 - 9-9 l 302 -7 8-1}3 : la6 ‘ 09
10 or more 6 9.4 k.6 L31.34 83.5 46 .6

Source: 1958 Tax Rolls, Village of Khanh Hgu.

0¢
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a small share of land 1n Khanh Hgu at the time of her father?s
death. 3She and her husband may then keep title to the land but
rent 1t to someone in Khanh Hiu, often a sibling or other relative.
People in thnh Hau acquire land in other v1llages in the same

way Other non-reSident landowners have purchased their land as
an investment and as a supplemental source of 1ncome. For example,
a retired school teacher living in T&n-An owns a few small parcels
of land in the Village, as does a minor official in the provincial
gOVernment. But the total 1mpact of these owners is very small,
for nearly two thirds of them (6h 5 percent) own less than 6
hectares, and, their total holdings are only 6 percent of the. total
rice land in the Vlllage.i _

Landownership up to 1958 was therefore a matter of one large
landholding and many much smaller ones. Although the average size
of holding by resident landowners was somewhat smaller ‘than ‘that
for non-re31dents, the broad pattern in each case was much the
same. In the villave itself only a small proportion of the
households owned land and the amounts which these owned Wers,
for the most part not large enough to permit a rise_in-liv1ng
standards beyond near-subsistence levels. |
. The“

ro ram of -rari n. reform..dv Viet Nam is currently

attempting to. alter the ba51c landownership pattern in rice lands
'_'through the prOV151ons contalned in the ordinance on agrarian

refbrm which was issued 1n Gctober 1956 4 Essentially, this

- ordinance No. 57, o’a-jaggr“zz ,_"1"9“5”‘6‘.
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limits the ownership of rice land to a maximum of 100 hectares per
owner,‘and'fequiréé thét_owners who hold more thaﬁ this sell the
excess to the govérnmentf5 | The'gOVéfﬁMent reimburses the owners
with a ten percent caSh downlpaymént'and the balance in three
perdent\gdvefnméntuﬁoﬁds redeemable after 12 yeafs'or éxchangeable‘
for shares in goverhmeﬁf eﬁtéfprises;i'” |

 ,Thé ébvefnﬁéﬁt; in turn, Uhdértakéé‘to redistribute'thié_land‘
to the former ﬁenénﬁé'bf'tﬁe owners. The Baéic rule here is to
permiﬁ‘each eliéiblé ténant to Buy'the'iand he once‘rénﬁed, up
to a maiimum*of"S'heéﬁafés;é' The'land6Wnér is free to choose
the 100 héctares‘he'WaﬂtS'td keep, and these need not be all in °
one area. After he has made'his choice, the tenénts on the
remainder to be redistribited may file for the‘pufchasé of the
plots fGrWWHicH they are eligible. 'bhce'approved,‘thé former
tenant receives a témporary deed which will ‘become permanent when
he hasréomplétéd"payments on his rew lard. The government reﬁaiﬂsx
actual tiflé,‘hbﬁeﬁéf} until the lénd ié Tﬁliy péid.for. Payments
vary with the estimated value of the iéﬁd“ﬁﬁiéﬁ rénééd ffoﬁ' |

%In addition to this, a landowner may keep up to 15 hectares of
hdidng hoa ricerdand, which is land.reserved to maintain the
: cult of the ancestors. ' Since the agrarian reform touches only
- rlice-land, there is no limit-to the amount of other land.a .
. person may keep. _ o _ | .

: 6AIthough thé,onlg'people to benefit from the land redistri-
bution in Khanh H&u were the former tenants of the large land-
. owner, Ordinance No. 59 provides that refugees, unemployed

and cértain small landowners (less than 3 hectares, more than
5 -children) are also eligible in that order, if there is still
land available. : o S S o
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12,0004VN to 15 sO004VN per hectare, and are spread over a 31x year
period. The first installments are due at the end of the calendar
year in which the flrst Crops are harvested.

In the tntire province of Long An, there were 38 landowners
who held more than 100 hectares at the time the land redistri-
bution progrem went into.effect.. The size of the\individual*
holdings ranged from slightly more than lOOnhectares to 2300.
ahectares. Only one landowner in this category held land in Khanh
 Hgu, and 231:6 hectares of his land were made available for re-
distribution to his former tenants in the village. ApplicatiOns_
were first made in November, 1357, and temporary deeds were handed.
to the owners-to-be in June, 1958. The results of this redistrim.
bution of land are summarized in Table 2.5.

The 231:6 hectares of land were divided into 200 plots of
varying size; and - these Weregdietributed among 149 former tenants.
The average emount-received was 1.6 hectares, and the median.

- reciplent had 1.4 hectares;_‘From the standpoint of the total
area dietribnted;l72-5_percent of the new owners received less
than 2 hectares,“end thie accounted for almost exactly half
(50.2 percent) of-the-total amount diStributed-

. While a maJority received only one pieco of land, over onewl
fourth (26 2 percent) received two pieces or more, and one parson
recelved as many as five pieces. lhis is probably a falrly good
-1ndlcatlon of the dispersion of land holdings among tenants, and.

ehows that the scatterlng of flelds 1s not a major problem, although
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 “DISTRIBUTION OF LAND UNDER THE AGRARIAN
REPORE PROGRAM, VILLAGE OF KHANH-HEU, 1958.

'(Hectares)

Do .y v ok A P o P b

.Less than 0.50.

0,50

1.00 ‘
1.5Q
2.00

2.50
3.00
3,50

4,00

L.50
5.00

MR m SRS RERsT

- 0.99
- . L.4%
- 1.99
- 249
- 2,99
- 3.49 |
- 3.9
- Lo49
- 4.99
or more

- Percentage Percentage
) et | e | o2
13 8.7 L6 | 2.0
35 23.5 27 11.8
36 2L 2 L5 | 19.2
24 16.1 39.9 | 17.2
18 12,1 39.6 17.1
10 6.7 26,6 | 11.6
7 b7 22, | 9.7
1 7 3.5 1.5
.3 2.0 12.7 5.5
1 C 7 4.8 . 2.1
1 o Sely 2.3
149 1001 | 2316 100.0
=====;=;====ﬁ=;g==;==;===g | .
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it does exist to Some extent. Of equal interest is the range in

the size of parcels and amounts which were distributed. ‘The

smallest piece of land received was .0l hectares and the largest



<5

[}

'was 3.40 hectafes, which gives some impression of the sige of
[‘the7WOrking units. In'comparison, the smallest amounﬁ of land
received was .1lL hectares, and the largest was 5.4 hectares.

These figures provide the main facts concerning land reform
as it has affected the village, but additional perspective is
- gained'by some further comparisons and considerations. For example,
the equality of the distribution is shown in chart 2.1, and is
’Eompared with the equality of land distribution in the village
as a whole before the land reform program. Froﬁ this it is clear

that while ‘the redistribution was far from equal, the degree of

o o GHART 2.1
’ 100
90- — Agrarian. Reform
, . Distribution Pattern
i 804 -+~ Village Land ‘
70 Ownership‘Bﬂmern
Percent
60 1
of TLand
Ares, 50;
401
'3Qﬂ
20 1
10

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percentage of .Total
o ‘Reciplents-Owners
LORENZ CURVE DISTRIBUTION OF LAND RECEIVED UNDER
THE AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM AND THE LAND OWNERSHIP
. PATTERN IN KHANH HAU PRIOR T0 REDISTRIBUTION'

'¢Soﬁ;6efjiTéb1eé 2y2‘énd 2.5.



26

equality was greatef than that which\prevailed_for the distri-
bution of the land in the village-as.a whole, even excluding the
single largest landowner. Howaver, since most of the recipients
did not.own land before, and since most of them received small
quantities of land, the land reform has had little effect on
equality of the overall village‘landowning pattern. This is seen
in the comparison made in Chart 2.2 where a’ Lorenz curve of
ownership before the land reform proéram was carried out is only
slightly lower than the curve which represents .the distribution
after. the reapportionment. In short, the;reform.program has
_essentially cbntinued the small~holding pattern, and the apportion-

ment process has contained a degreé-of”inequality all its own.

‘100
90 4 = Before Land Reform

80+ --- After m ow ~ *

- Percent 179- |
:iLa'nd 60
=8 50

404 .

30 - | A A

20 - S ) ,4;////%.'

10 - ' . |

A
lO 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
- Percent of total owners

LGEENZ CURVE GOMTARISON OF “THE. EQUALITY OF LANE-~“
OWNERSHIP, BEFORE AND APTER LAND REFORM

Sources Tables 2.2 &na 2. 5
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Villager reaction to the land reform program varied'pre—
dictably with the status of the person being questloned on it.
Most landowners had too little land to be very concerned over
any further rediStribution, and did not identify with‘the large
owners who were forced to divest themselves of some land. The
fortunate tenants'who received something through the reform were
obv1ously pleased Viethinh land reforms were never instituted
in the area in which the village is located Thus, the-problem
of re81stance to paying for land, which has occurred in areas
where the Vidt Minh had giVen land to farmers at an earlier date,
did not‘arise in Khanh Hgu. There also did not seem to be any
underground pressure to sabotage the program by refu31ng to take
land that was offered again something which has happened in other
sroas. Thc temporary certificates of ownership were handed out
on the occasion of the Festival of the Village Guardian Spirlt

(Le CAu Bong), and the expressions ‘on the faces of the recipients

reflected genuine pleasure and gratitude.

The bulk of the dissatisfaction and criticism of land reform
comes from'the tenants and'landless'laborers who did not henefit_
from it, and who still comprlse a maJority of the v1llage popu—
lation. One of their chief complaints is that some of ‘the"
recipients haVe managed to 1nclude their relatives in the distribu-
tion, and that this is unfair to those who' are Teft out. ‘This
argument is neVer presented very clearly, ani it 18 difficult to

determine exactly what they find obgectionable. The most plau51ble
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reconstruction is that some of the former tenants of the large
landowner had, in turn, sublet portions of the land they leased
to relatives, and that as a result of this sub- leaSing the
relatives became ellgible to buy land under the reform program.
it is hard to see how this is unfair, except to the extent it may
have been done in anticlpation of the land reform itself. Even
in that case, however, the original tenant would have been eligible
to buy what he was renting,.and'the other villagers still would
not have benefited B

Another complaint is that some of those who received land
Ealready owned some, and they were therefore less in need than
many other V1llagers. A check of the names of recipients against
‘the tax rolls of the vlllage failed to substantiate this charge,
for only flve of the recipients were prior owners and none of
them had very large holdings. This is really a specific form of
@ more common general crlticism that the land reform has been
based on administrative facllity rather than concern for the.
problems of the needlest group 1n the- population, i e., the land—
less laborers.: In the minds of the latter,‘the land has been
d1str1buted to persons who, because they were already tenants;
were already in a_favored position._ What they fail to realize,‘
..or at least fail to admit is that if the land were given to
laborers, the former tenants would lose their tenancy and their
rights to buy the redistributed land. This would cimply exchange

one group of "have-nots" for another.
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itﬁwould be presumptuous“to try to assess the entire landf'
reform program on the basis of what has happened in one village,
for thcre ig consldcrable range in the types of problems which
the propramiaosa. The typical problems may be elther more or less-
cruCial than thcae in Khanh Hau-‘ Nevertheless, a qualified
aosessment can be made which is yalld for that part of thc delta
which lies north oi the mekoag, for to this extent the v1llage
experience 1s probably typical | " ‘_ |
One of tho flrot things to recogniae is the political ne-'.
cessity of a land reform program of some kind. Particularly in T
the south absentee nd large scale landownership had become a
ocal point for political unrcst and dlscontent. The Viet m1nh
promi od to redistrlbute the largt holdings, and regardlcss of
the 51ncerity, fea;ibillty or economic v1abillty of that promise,
'the new Lepublic of Viet Nam had to come through with a comparable
program of ltu own to gain the support of the peasantry and
oifset the discontcnt generated by the expectatlon of land under
the Vict Minhrj lhis 1s completely outside any 1deological desire‘

to accomplish land reforms, although the latter Was undoubtedly |

};”,?

present to an unmeasurable degree-
- of RN . C ‘
Given this necessity, concern centers on the way 1n which
! EHARE )
the reform is carried out and its probable effects. Khanh H@u

was fortunate 1n the fact that land records were not destroyed
and the problem of identifying plots for redistribution was not h

very great. Administratively, therefore;‘there were few important
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complications. Even so, the program did not assume tangible
prop0rtions at the village level until nearly two years after
Ordinance No. 57 had been promulgated end more than six months
after the necessary 1dentif1cation and application Work had been
completed at the local and provincial levels. This slowness has
both good and bad aspects. For one thing, it has probably meant'
a more careful job, but it has also undoubtedly caused some loss
in polltical impact, and this was compounded by the fact that only
about. one-quarter of the households in the village benefited direct-
ly from the reform. The general impression one gets is that the

: villagers think tha land reform took an inordinately lonp time

to complete, and that even then it did not do too much good.

It 1s certainly true that it has had relatively 1ittle effect
in equa1121ng the size of land holdings, ‘as Figure 2.2 shows. While
_those who received some land are now undoubtedly better off than '
they were before, most of them received such small amounts that _
their standard of living cannot rise very much.. There will still
not be enough land to farm more extensively or to provide a surplus
over iamily needs that will permit saV1ngs from which to make further
investment in productive facilities. However, no land reform could
accomplish more, and even if all land in the village were divided
equally among all households it would result 1n only l 6 hectares
per household. This would still be economically inefficient and
would have the additional drawback that it would be very inadequate

for the larger households. | B l
N S e
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This points up the hasic dilenma;of this land reform -- that
although it is politically necessary, it is economically ineffective.
It tends to perpetuate the marginal small holder, delays the
adjustment to ‘more productive industrial activities, and offers a
- promise of substantial improvement that it cannot keep.

Farm tenancv in the village. =~ The basic data on farm tenancy

were taken from the rent contract records of the village, and apply
to a period before the agrarian reform program went into effect.
“An overall view is‘ehown in Table 2.6 which?give51the distribution
of tenant holdings and the cumnlatiye percentages of tenants wha
rent less than~varying'amounts: For the village‘as a.whole,-the
average tenant rents 2.4 hectares, but the median tenant has only
1.7 hectaresa _éefore agrarian.reform, 642.13 hectares were rented
to tenants, which was 69.4 ‘percent of the rice land in the. Village.
| Looked at from the other .8ide, the typical landlord was also
small scale. (Table'd 7)+ The average’ landlord rented out 12.6
hectares, but 1f the 31nglc largest landlcrd and the communal lands
are both excluded from the totals, the average drops to 7.2
hectares. The median figure was 4.05 hectares per landlord, but
this drops only to-A.O_hectares 1f the 'same two rentors are ekcluded.
The largest_landlord'adtually_rented ont,glgz percent of allhthe
land that was rented, but only 18.1 hectares of communal land were
rented. The latter was, therefore, relatively unimportant in,

comparison.
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" TTABLE 2,6

SIZE OF TWNANT HOLDINGS, KHANF HRU, 1955-1956

ﬂwnn:aﬂaﬂnuawgma#mma::::====ﬁgn=g=éaz::waag====ﬂ==#==ﬂ=mﬂ=====

o : Cumulative] . . t(Cumulative
Holiiig ?ﬁa)“,_ _ngéngi §§r§§§§§§§J széaggs E%rﬁzﬁiiiis
0 - .99 | 47 | 1736 | 3194 | 5.l
1.00 - 1.99 o3 | 523 | 115.19 22.9
2,00 « 2.99 | 48 | 7001 | 109.63. | 40.0
3.00 - 3.99 25 | 79.77 | 83.66 53.0
400 - 499 22 | 88.05 | 9545 | 67.6
5.00 - 5.9 | L | 93.25 | 73.03 | 79.0
6.00 - 6.99 1| 9737 | 70000 | e9.9
7.00 - 7.99 2 | 982 14,60 | . 92.2
800 L 899 | 1 98.87 |  8.68 93.6
19.00 - 9.99 "_ B 99.62 | | 28.20 980
10.00 oy mére  B 1 “ "_lOQfQO A3 100.1
 Total 267 . | 642,13;

Source: Rent Contfactﬁﬂeéérds, Khanh H3u Village.
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TABLE 2.7

SIZE OF RICEFIELDS RENTED TO TENANTS BY
LANDLORDS ; KHANH-HAU,
1955-1956

===#====-===;== ==:==:=:=mn:===_===-'.===:===an§=w===u=_f===ﬂ=z'==.=nfﬁ
SN ' - [Cumulativs no.| Sg?géig;gg
Slze - No. of of landlords of landlords
(hectares) landlords |renting given renting
' area given area
0 - 1.99 8 Y 160/0
2.00 ~ 3.99 12 20 40
4.00 - 5.99 14 34 68
6.00 ~ 7.99 2 36 72
§.00 = 9.99 b 40 80
10.00 - 11.99 0 40 80
12.00 = 13.99 2 L2 8
14.00 - 15.99 2 by 88 .\
16.00 - 17.99 1 W5 90 .
20.00 and more L 51 - 100
A Sewa - '
Totals 51

Source!  Rent Contract Records, Khanh ﬁéﬁﬁViﬂiégeJ
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The inequality of the distribution of tenant rights can be
seen from the cumulative percentages of ﬁenants and the arca of
land they hold'éhown in Table 2.6. The same thing apPpears
graphically in the Lorenz curve in Chart 2.3. Once again, the
plcture is one of many small tenants who together rent a minor
share of all the land that is rented out, -and a few large tenants
who have a disproportionately large share of the land that is

rented. For example, over half the tenants (52.4 percent) rent

CHART 2.3
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Source: Table 2.6
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less than 2 hectares each less than one-fourth (22.9 percent) of
all the land that is rented. At the other end.of the scale the
upper 12 percent of the tenants rent nearly one-third of the rented
land. However, although the pattefn may be the same, a.comparison
of Figures 2.3land #+.4 shows that the degree of inequality is
greater among the owners of land than it is among tenants. _There
ig probably no special gignificance in this finding other than that y
tenant holdings tend to be heavily: conCentrated around the median
area and that this is not.a very large amount of land.

The typical tenant has only one landlord‘ but some haVb more.
For the village a3 a wholo, 15 7 percent of the tenants actually
have two or more landlords, and one has és ﬁ;ny as four but ‘this
is clearly-not a;common practlce.l On the othcr hand a comparlsOn
of the ‘size of tenant holdings with the amounts[rented out by land~
 lords leads:to- the inference that a slight maaorlty of landlords
probably have more,than one tenant. o e

In addition to the basic data, aréurvey of lOO village house-
“hollds: wag conducted in which questlons were asked on a wide range

of v1llage act1v1tles.? Included in thls survey was a questlon on

[
Ve it

7Hereinaftbr, reference will be made from time to time to this
survey, and since it was given to a stratified random sample
of v1liago households the propertions in the replies are
used as approximations to those which would be obtained from
the village population .as ia whole.: A -more detailed descrip-
tion of the sample and the 5001o-ecOnomic class definitions
used is presented in Appendix B. -
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tenancy and 1ts connection with family relationships. Among tenants
in the sample; over one-third (36 percent) rented paft or all of
their land from relatives. Thus a substantial, though not a
majority, portion of the tenant population can count on relation-
ship with their landlord as a factor which may eliminate or reduce
much of the normal friction which arises between iandlord and
tenant. The survey also indicates that the percentage of tenants
renting from resident landlords 1s roughly equal to that of ten-
ants renting from lendlords living outside the village.

Land values and the rent of agricultursl land. -- There is

no source.of-information on land values in the village which can
provide 'a clear and accurate picture.. - The closest approximation
1s supplied by survey data which recorded what hcads of farm house-
holds thought was the value of their land. This information is
supplemented. by interviews with farmers throughout the village,
during which similar kinds of estimates were given.

Rice land in Khénh‘Haurtends-to be valued at from 12,004VN to
30,0004VN per hectaré, depending on its productivity and, to 'a
leéser'extent, on its location. In the survey sample, the median
valuation placed on thsir own land by all operators was 20 OOO¢VN
per hectare. Of the land valued in exceas of 25,0004VN a majorlty '
was two ~crop land; of the land valued at less than 15,0004VN, a
maJorlty was one~crop land. The two most frequently guoted values
were 20 OOOWVN and 25; OOO¢VN per hectares, which is also true for
the estimates obtained in conversations and interviews outside the

SUrvey.
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When estlmated land values .are tabulﬂted by soclo-economic
ClaSu of the operator, there.is a marked tendency for middle and -
~upper class households to operate the more expensive land.
Approximately oheqfourth of these households have land less than
20,0004VN per hectare in value, while over two~fifths of lower class
households operate land in the same category. These data are -
~ consistent with other findings.that upper and middle class house-
holds in the village not .only have more land, but also have better
land,than-fhe,lqwer~class households., ‘ .

Official values set on the landﬁdistribuﬁed~under‘the agrafian
reform program varied from 12,0004VN tollﬁ,OOO@VN,penfhectare,
&epending on ‘the grade,:with :the. 15,0004VN priﬁe set .on land equal
to. the best found-in the village. ‘Thus, the best land in the.
‘village that was g¢ld. 1n the land re~ dlstributlon brought from
50 ‘to- 60 percent of its estimated ‘value,. but the poorest land was
sold'at-anywherer£r0m460.percentut0mitﬁ=£ull estimated worth.
Payable:over arsix.year,period;.bhezpUrchase,will require annual -
payments of from 40 to 50 gis of paddy per year from each hectare
.recelved. .o i '

Th@-rean‘paidﬁfdr rice land are a matter of great cdndern,j 
and they have:been . one’: ‘of . tha major: sources of friction. between .
. tehants. and landlords: lnvall undevelﬁped areas. In;anfeﬂfort'to
curb: the abusea:wmachﬂchured‘inuthexpasmHand<provideﬁﬂ¥staﬁdardr

for all rent contracts, the govermment's agrarian reform program
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has set a maximum rental on rice land of 25 percent of the normal
annual crop. This is an admirable objective, but .the existence of
such a maximum rental creates:certain problems in trying to
determine the actﬁai rents belng pald at the present timé.

A rent higher than the maximum is thereby illegal, and the
-landlord charged with obtaining it faces.stiff penaltiesf Since
land is scarce in.the village, a tenant is. anxious to avoid
~angering his landlord and jeopardizing his tenancy rights. There~-
fore, it was common to have a tenant answer that he paid the legal.
mgximum of 25 percent of his yield when first asked, but to raise-
this figﬁre to 30 or 35 percent if the questioner expressed any

doubt or.skepticismeatmthegfirst.reply. This created a dilemma |
.begause the 1nitial answer seemed to be automatic, legal and there-
fore Somewhat suspect.=‘Theléecond answer, however, obtained after
some prodding, may have'beenfgivén'because the respondent thought -
a higher'figure.was desired, and hertherefbregprdceeded to supply
it. Again, the reply was éuspect to some extenﬁ:: The only other
available approach was to akandon percentage estimates entirely
and ask for rents-ih terms of gia of paddy, and try to cdnvert
these into percenﬁage rents on the basis of probable yields. This
resulted 1in rent‘estimates.that'ranged f?om'15‘toﬁ25 percent of the
yield fully as often as it did in estimates above 25 ‘percent. This
may be ekplained iﬁ a varlety of ways: some farmers grow vegetables
~on rice land before or after the rice ¢rop, but pay rent only on

the value of the rice crop. Further, tenants regard themselves

i/
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fortunate if the landlord is a non-resident of the village,, for .
guch landlords generally do not know tﬁe'tfue Siie‘of:the:érbp,??
and actuai rents ﬁould again be loWef ﬁhan‘the maximum-legaia
percentager‘-ReSident landlords, awafe.of-thé.local siﬁuatiohj%
usually require a rent on the second crop only, but set it at a -
rate so high that, in effect, it represents about 25 percent of'the
total yield from two crops. Thus,-teﬁants may report a rent of, *.
say, 35'percént-on their second crop,. but since this is the only -
rent‘cbllected'it‘may*actuaily'be on the order of 25 percent of the ~»
total yield for the year: The reft situation was further compli-: .
cated by the fact that in 1958,‘the vear in which the field work - .
for tHiS‘Study'was~carriedibn,ﬁthe-cfbﬁBQWQpespoorppand-many”lagd-
flofdé‘reduCedﬁfeﬁ%s?by 25 B0 4O percent for tenants who had lost a
large part of the Harvest, - Ll e |

Taking all-these~fadtor5“t0gether,Alandlordsfin Khanh Hju seem:
to héve lost some, but not all of “their former leverage .over tenants:i
agrarian reform program is -certainly an impohﬁantfbheeﬁfhéntal'-%w{"5
contracts run for five year peribds_butPalmﬁéﬂﬂéllﬁtﬁé*iéﬁ&iofds“:z!u
in Khanh H§u may reclaim their land uﬁdn"ﬁﬁb*Yééiéffadﬁﬁﬁée*hoticeav‘
The téﬂéhtf%hﬁsfhasfsome;prdtedtiOn'for“hIS%hﬁﬁﬁiﬁg;“but5It'iéiﬁot B
permanéﬁﬁ“dnd-hefremaiﬂé'caréful“ﬁdﬁ”ﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁd@ﬁﬁfﬁ%ﬁhiéﬁlandiofd,cnuﬁm
7Tﬁefprivaté-agfeemén€§ féadHed 0ﬁ*Fbﬁt}“ﬁé”dﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁuiéhed from the .
cOhditidnS'rebdrded'in*ﬁhé”ﬁehﬂﬁﬂéht?ddfﬁfbEf%“%héféfdre still: .

likely to reflect the slightly favorable position of the landlord
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in many ca8es. On the other hand, absentes landlords are\probablj |
willing %o settle for rents that are no. more than the legal .
maximug and, with their often limited knowledge of actual yields,
they maﬁ,;eqeive even legss. Also, over one-third of the tenants
rent ffom relatives, which_would'again imply rents that, on the
'avarage,_are at or below thé legal‘maximum.. Some actually feceive
land rent free. On balance, therefore, actual rents in the village
probabiy average between 25 and 30 percent of the yield. A few
may pay more ﬁhan this! but an even larger number would pay less.
Throughout thig study, the legal maximum of 25 percent“is.uSgd in_
computing rents. . . | |

 1_.ESymmggv_of'langlgvg;;ggglitx._-- We must.admittatﬁphe outset =’

that in this village, tha;pregéure on the land, as measured by average
'_ landowner holdings, average;tenantfholdings, Qr .per capita or per
hquseholdwriCG;lgnd.available, is less seﬁereithan in_mény othgr
-partg.éf Agia. ?Spi;}_thepeLia not, enough rice land in the_village
to proﬁide%the quq;gtipqnwith,a substangigl.iﬁcreése in living
standards‘from agrLcu1ngB,no-matter”hqw it may,ba allqcatéd,-

Land reform has. converted some tenants into.small landowners but
‘except.for the.eliminaﬁign,of.phe need to pay nenp_(negatéd dﬁming.,
‘the first aix_yeara;when‘land payments mﬁst be made) it has done
littig”tq gxpand'thgip pnoductiVeVﬁgportunities._;Addéd.to;thLS-ia
the fact that the typical ,__wc'srk__i,ng unit is still small and fragmented.
The laqd,qrea,,thﬁﬂpﬁéuxatioh; apd.phe,ﬁenureupattefn;theﬁefqre‘act_
to impose & major limitation on the popgnﬁiﬁ;pprdductimity from - .

agriculture.
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Characteristics of the Land

Water resqgurces. -- In a household economy s0.heavily dependent

on agriculture, water is’as important as land itsgelf in determining
the kind and level of production.. Unfortunately.for'villages in
the 'area of Khanh Hau, the water problem is a severe one. .The
streams whieh-flew through the countryside are.linkedhultimately-
_to tributariea_of the Vaico.River,.Which.in turn flows into'the
Saigon River.near its mouth. The waters of the Vaico are affected
by the tidal‘aqtion of the sea during the dry,seasdn months with
~the result that'the_tributaryestreams;tprn'salty and brackish and
~cannot be used for'irrigation-dr drinking-: |
Streams prov1de a natural boundary for two sides of the v1llage;
at the gouth and east, and another stream .enters one of the hamlets
jﬁrom_thewngrth,. All of these sources are affected by the tidal
action, despribeddabpve,ﬁmhlehqrendera‘them,upe;ess for irrligation
purposes_axeept&during thedrainy_season months when the Vaico
itself remains fresh at all timea. - At that time farmers whose
fields are locattd falrly near the fields can 1ift the water from . ...
the streams and run it to the areas where 1t_is needed. Because" .
the ralnfall 1s hot, always depandable, and to augment . the Qpportunityu
presented by the streams, the villagers have conatructed two -canals
during the past two years whlch extend the water gupplied by the

~natural streams.. ‘Lanal_bnlldlng of this king, could be continued
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on a much larger scale, but no matter how extensive the ultimate
network, there is always the major limitation imposed by the tidal
action in the Vaico. S o

A furthér'difficulty 1s the fact that it is not practical to
obtain irrigation water froﬁ wells. ' It has been estimated ﬁhat
reliable sources of fresh water cannot be tapped at depths less than
150 meters; it may be necessary to go even deeper than that. A
few wells have been sunk in the village with the assistance of ﬁhe
American aid program, but they were less‘than 100 weters in depth
anﬁ“they‘Weht'drf at the beginning of the dry season. Wells of
this size are clearly beyond the‘reéch-df the typical farmer;'and
are not feasible for a bovernment irrigation program.

For the village as a whols ;[ "thén, irrigation may be expanded
by canal-bullding which'wlll'help during the'present growing'
periods when rainfall is insufficient for“the‘ride”crdps.“'BéYOnd
this there is nothing the villagers themselves can do to improve
their suppiiés'ﬁf”freéh”waﬁén because dsep wells are too expensiva.
Unless something is done, 'such as a vast government irrigation
project to tap the everﬁfréshiwaters'bf the Mekong, agricultural
production will be inhibitad by the pérénniai-wafer'Shortage.

Soil cohgdsition%'Ja'Thepfiiiaéé'1ieé;9556nfia11y:on'thé”margin
between two ma jor soil ‘régions, but it& solls are ﬁOSt'likélthe - -
alluvium and peats, with medium to high acldity, which are typical
.of the Plaine des Joncs area’ to the west. The-main hamlet of the

village is situated on whit was once a stréam.béd; and the soil =
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there is sandy. In fact, the main street of the hamlet follows
roughly the original stream bed itself. This is the only part of
the viilaggawherewvegetables are grown; the villagers_complain that
other soils will_notléupport-them,

| ' To the west of this hamlet, and'running toward the region of
the Plaine des.Joncs, the soil becomes heavy black clay with a
high acidity, and ideally the farmers should lime their fields to
imprdve their productivity. To the east of the hamlet.the soil
is also a hegyy_clay, but the acid.content is much less and liming
is really nop ngcessary. Fields in this part of the village begin
to resembleimépg_thg_pther major soil region which is characterized
by diferse alluviums with no or slight,acidityror_salinity.s

_/Unfortunately,;the more acid_élay solls of tha;westérn:half
of the village are also located in the area which:szseryedkleast_;
well by  the natural streams, and:férmers:whose‘fieldﬁ_awew;oqated
there_hayeT@§wg§§r‘problem as well as one of acid;pyw.éﬁields,with ,
less acid seils. also:have bet;er_aggess;t@;wateraga@gﬁpqupctiviﬁy
there is_muchﬁg%gg@erecause-thé;@Nigq@haﬁﬁgﬁblg;adﬁgntageaof-a
possible double orop.and also>betqer~yieldﬂgechrop.g '
Climate and ;algfallu--n-Climate and; raimﬁall information

which perta;ns,gyﬁgyfgga;ly_tQpﬁhﬁiVillagg_;gqnot.available, and.

g a. descrlption of the maJor goil .regions of Viet. Nam see . .
‘Gittinger (ed: ), Vietnamese Agricultural Statistics - :
balgon.‘ United States perations Mission to Viet Nam, 1959, )
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the best’ approxlmation is prov1ded by the data for Saigon. This

is shown in Table 2.8.

However, from general observation during the period of time
when the field work for this study was being done, 1t seemed that
the rainfall in the Saigon area was heavier than it was in the
village. In particular, the first steady rains began in Saigon four
heeks or more before7they~did'so in Khenh:Hau, and plowing and
transplanting began much earlier in the villages just outsids SaigOh.
Since this may have been an unusual year in this respect, and since
this is an impreSSionisticfrether than’antaccurately'measured‘”
difference, it is obviously subject to some doubt. However, the
size of the rainfall farther south in the delta'his tended to be
less than in Saigon over the past ‘ten years,-and'this'lends some
further‘support to the observation that reinfall in Khanh Hau is
probably somewhat less than it'is in Seigon. -

Monthly average temperatures, again based on those for Saigon,
ranged from Fahrenbeit 77.99 in December to &3.7° in April over
the period 1947.to‘l956-”'TemﬁeratureS'during'the'growing season,
roughly June to January, everaged‘from“Fahrenheit"79° to 80° for
most months, with the high being 81° in April and the low the
Decemberffigtre giVen'aboves':The”lOWest"average‘minimum wae
Fahrenheit 69;80 and the highest average-meximum was 94.3° for the
eame ten year period. The temperature, therefore, is fairly steady-~
throughout the year, w1th not - too wide a range and is particularly !
- steady during the months of the ralny season when the rice crop is_

growing.
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T ABLE 2.8
RAINFALL AND HUMIDITY AT SATIGON

R b T T T N AR S T A S A A ST RS
Period 1947-56 ;. 1957 '
Month No. of Ralnfall Average'No. QfIRdinfall' Averags
rainy in relative|rainy in relative
days 1ncles humidity| days | inches |humidity
Jan o2 0.6 | 75.5 1 0.6 |_75.3
Feb 1 0.2 72.7 . 0.2 72.5
mar | 2 | 0.4 72.2 5 0.5 | 72.2
Apr 6 |zl 75.4 8 2.1 .| 75.3
way | 18 [ .os.7 | €23 | 13 | 8.6 | 82.0
Jun_ | 22 | 12,5 | &4,.9 | 25 12. h 8.8
Jul 23 | 11.6 | &5.3 23 11.6 85.3
hug | 22 | 2005 | 853 | 27 | 1004 | 85.2
Sep 23 | 13.3 87.1 | 28 13.4 87.2
Qet | 21 } 10.3 | 86.2 ¢ 20 10.3 86,1
“Nov - | 12§ 4.9 | 83.2 | -8 L.8 83.1
- Dec : 7 a3 79.3 3 R.3 | “79.2
==:::==:=====2::m=—.==z=d:=z=====.—.:::=B===== el - =awz=’==#::===z#a=ﬂ

. Bource: - J. P, Gittinger (ed.), Vietnamese Agricultursl
} Statistics (Saigon: "UnTted States perations
~Migsion to Viet ham, 1v59), p. 5. -




Chapter I1III1
POPULATION iND THi MEANS OF PRODUCTION
"Eating makes us strong, learning makes us wise and clever.m
(Vietnamese ProVerb)

Gharactcrietics of thc Village Populatlon

Population size and comp051tion. -~ The peoplc of the village

of Khanh Hgu, considered in non-quantitatlve terms, preeent a
complex of attitudes and outlooks that stir feelings of affection,
gympathy, admiration, ahd inevitably to the Westernlobserver;
frustration; "In the descrlption which folloWs, therefore; it
ehould be.remcmbered that the cold statlstics‘refer to human beilngs,
with a wide range of conflicts and problems, uhoso society has
undcrgonc great strains and preseures in the\recent past. The aim
here is not to bury the character of a peoplo under & screen of
figures, though this is often an umhappy byuproduct of quantlflcatlon.
The basic¢ data for the village populatloh are taken from the

house-to—housc census whlch was conducted hy village nnd school
offlclals in September, 19)b- These‘are showm i Table 3.1, which
‘gives not only the totals by hamlets but: also the number of
families and the number of fiva-family groups in each hamlet. The
population for the five hamlets of Khanh Hau in 1958 was 3, 241
persons, of whom a bare maaormty (51 1 percent) were women.

A ma jor: portion.of the populatlon, although again a slim one,
is also under 18 years of age (54.1 percent), but hers the number

of boys is slightly lapger than the number of girls. The relatiue R
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r51ze of the hamlcts is clearly 1ndlcated with Rp Dinh the largest
.and the most 1mp0rtant. Because of its 81ze it has been subdivided
1nLo hamlets "A" and "B" for Administration purposes but most
?villagers continue to rcgard it as a single hamlete Table 3.1,
_ﬂtherefore, shows thp number of households and the number of five-

Qfamily groups 1n each subdlvislon of fp Dinh, but the rest of the

B ‘f?_ﬁ TABLE 3.1
' EOPULATION OF KHANH HQU” BY HAMLETS,_1958

.E‘."
tof
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Source: Village Census*éf'Khénh;ﬂau,-Septémbé?;ﬂ1958};



CHART 31

POPULATION PYRAMID
VILLAGE OF KHANM MAu, 1958
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CHART 3.2

OPULATION PYRAMID HAMLETS OF
&P gkm SA” AND AP DINH '®°, 1956

o
1
0
1
3
9
[ drraf ]2
[
]
2
2

h
g B I

78,74} 14

9. 4
$7.48 b4
e548] 14

&3.84 7
ot <
89.60 5

5750 X

10:"[*

sl 7

-

so80f ... .17

L]

sr.sa]

al

“as.68]

. les.as

v fas-

oC

-

" [89. N

e[

2 L)

ss.34 s

10]

s34 i R4

.32 114

1]

13

el )

25.26 Jao

12

28.24 ]15

“w]

a2 {14

"Wy

1020 . 140

24 |

1748

1o

15,14

DA kL)

ol
26§

1.4

L

nl _

H.e B E

.99

] a5

7.

40

5.6 ;

e

6o

24

T DO

1.2

”»

67

60 85 50, 48 .45 -3 30 25 20 15 %

MALE = 621

i 10 ‘l" 210

28

%0 B 40

_ ~ FEMALE . 618

TOTAL = 1,239 s

'jSL




CHART 33

POPULATION PYRAMID,
- HAMLET OF AP M, 1958
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CHART 34

POPULATION PYRAMID, . . .l
HAMLET OF AP NHAN HAU, 19,58.'2&' v
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CHART 3.5

POPULATION PYRAMID, 1
HAMLET OF AP CAu, 1958 -« +
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CHART 3.6

'POPULATION PYRAMID, 1
HAMLET OF AP THU TUU, 19502 !
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.figures'are for the'combined hamlet. Altogether, this hamlet
contains 36.2 percent of the“total;population.of the village, in
contrast with its neighbor, fp 1idi, which has only 11.5 percent of
the total. To eome extent, hohever, Ep Dinh AT and WBM and |

_Rp bi3i represent a single concentratlon of pOpulatlon because they
are contlguous and bocauac thc people in Ep Mdl have largely

_ resettled from Rp_Dlnh. In-terme_of_populatlon, these hamlets

‘comprise almost exactly half’(49 l?”percent) of the total popu-
lationf Khanh Hiu is not only d1v1ded geographlcally by the main
“highway, the same dlvlslon halvee the population.

fThe average household in: the V1llage contains 5 5 persons,
=which‘is smaller than expected in llght of the common belief that
families and households lﬂ\mi?F“Nam tend to be large_(Table 3.2).

Horeover, average houSeholdwéi;erie'roughly:the same.for sach hamlet,

| ranging from the lowest aﬁeragefof'S 1 to the highest'of 5.9. And

'these two extremce are actually found in fp Dinh “A" and.’ “B" whlch
were forme rly a 31ngle hamlct. The medlan 81ze houoehold is 6
persons; there are 36 householde 1n the v1llage which have only
one member, and one household that has lé’membcrs.p However, only _

| 55 houscholds have as’ many ae 1@ members 6T more. | |

- The age and sex dlstrlbutlon of the vllldge 1s shown in the

a

'_.Populatlon pyramlds of Chartsflﬁ_' In. general terms, the

Pyramlds for. the hemlets and for the v1llagc have broad%basee,
;'narrow oon51derably at around age 20, and then extend vertically

without much change past age 5O°V-Eh?y 1nd1cate.a young_population

w
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| T ABLE" 3.2
HOUSEHOLD SIZE IN KHANH HEU, BY HAMLETS, 1958

‘Household | fp | & 2 2 g &

(p:§§§nsj Dﬁ%ﬁ ﬂ§§ﬁ _M§£ o3k gg; Nggﬁ Hemlsts
1 9| 3 2| 6] 2] 4 26
2 18 b 6 | 2 8 L5

3 n|l 7 | w| 7| 6] 12 53

b 20 13 | 8] 12| 13| 15 | &

5 250 13 | 12| 17| 16| =21 | 104

6 20 | 15 ol 18| 16| 11 89

7 20| 13 | 9 10 | 12 W | 78

g 7| 6 §| 5| 7| 18| =

9 L7 el 31 6| 6 | 28

10 TR T B U - PN O B

1 2| s | -] -] 1] 1 7

12 2 | -- 1 1 1 1 6

13 SR -~ 1| == -- 1
14 U D T [N IR [ 1

15 e e B B A =

16 N - 1| e | e ] - 1

motal | w2 | 88 | 69| 8 | 92 | 1w | 590
mtg%é::ﬁ:====§&=£ﬁﬁﬁ=#==ﬁmﬁﬁnﬁéh&#ﬁ:mmEH&%a###n:;zé:émm:::sﬁ:

Source: -Vi1lage CeﬁéUS"df'Khéﬁﬁ”Haﬁ; Bebtémber,'1958.
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and foreshadow great population pressure in years to come unless
subject to check of some kind.

| Considered in more detall the pyramid for the v1llage shows
that births fell off ll to lh years ago, one of the ma jor periods
of hostlllties and insecurity. Accurate data on this period are
not avallable.but‘this probably reflects a}diSruption of normal
home life as the young men, particularly, became involved in the
fighting in one way or another. This same;pattern is found in all
the hamlets, and to more or less;the same degree. Also found in
all hamlets is a,sudden narrow1ng of the pyramid, usually accompa-
nied by a larger female than malo population, at age levels above
20 years., Finally, there 1s actually a larger number of villagers
in the age group 41 to 50 (3&5 persons) than there is in the age
group 31 to L0 (331 persons) . '

One would normally expect to f1nd that more boys are born than
Vglrls and, therefore, a magority of males in the sarly age brackets.
The death rate among males is usually higher than that for females,
so 1t would also bo expected that there would be more ‘females than
males among the adult pppulation. Both of:these expectations hold.
for the village of Khanh Hiu. HoweVer;‘thE‘narrOWing of'the_
pyramid above'age 20"suégestslthat-the village population pattern_
has been affected by outside factors to a cons1derable degree.

' bince llfe expcctancy 1n Viet Nam is low, some of the sharp
reduction in the size of age groups past 20 may be explalned in

terms of the.generally,popr_healthroenditipns.f-,a_condition.not
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confined to,Khenh HBu. - However, the fact that the middle-aged group
of persons 41 to 50 contains more than the next youngest group must
reflect something more than Just poor health.‘.If the comparison

is made by sex, there are more men in the age group 41 to 50 {166
persons) than there are in either age group 31 to 40 {154 persons)
or age group 21 to 30 (158“persone)tvan”importantlpart_of the
explanation therefore seems to lie in the fact that young adult
males have left and are still leaving Phe.village in significant
numbers. . ’ N L |

The mi;;pery has undoubtedly accounted for a good share of

thie mobilitf out of the village. A cohscription program is
currently in effect which draQS‘SOMe'YOung men into militery service
each year. -But the~reietiveiy”smali'ﬁuMbers of men iy age groups
older than those now being called into service means that many who
left durlng the past 15 years have not returned to the village.
.bome of theee are stlll on actIVL duty, but it is probably true
that a larger number have found opportunitles elsewhere and have

preferred not to return.g ThlB indlcates that mobility from the
village may be greater tﬁan has semetimps been held, or at least
that the draw1ng power of the village is not too- great ehce the
villager is away from it. There is also some mobility from,the
'v1llage Lhrough the marriages of womcn who move to the vmllages
-oi their husbands, “but this emlgratlon is probably effset by ,
: lmmlgratlon ' of" wémen from other v1llages ‘for the same reason."The:

fact that there are fewer woren i ‘the age grotp 31 to 4O iy
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pergons) than there are'in the age group 41 to 50 (179 persons)
probably reflects the movement of womeh in the former aga group
with the men whose emigration was noted above. _ '
'There 1% no record of births and deaths prior to 1948, so
there is'little basis for estimating the long run trend in the
ratio Of'births to deaths but there is information for thé period
1948 to 1957 and this is shown in Table 3.3. The same data are
piotﬁed ianigﬁre 3.7 to illustrate the variation in the ratio
from year to ysar and the trend which seems to oxpress the change

which 1is taking.place- The ratio of births to deaths has averaged

T A B L E 3.3 _ .
BIRTHb UEATHS AND MARRLAGES -IN KHANH. H&U 1948 to 1957

=r=tu.ua-unuamnwumnﬁmuanuqﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂll.unq- Hsuazn.nﬂﬂnﬂﬁ“n“:z: o

B o . : Excass
S Number_ Number ' Numbar Ratio of
YEAR.  F of . | of births ~of .| births to
'} births | deaths over iMarriages| deaths
y : L deaths ‘
..'.'.-....'.'...\.........’% ..... - }...._';....'...... ..... - R S,
1948 - 83 18 "}, 65 22 Loat 3 1
1949 | © 9k 20 . 74 1k be?7 5 1
1950 90 17 e 25 2.3 ¢+ 1
- 1951 .98 - 21 177 - 22 2.7 Hn
1952 | 99 16 83 17 2 1 1
-, 1953 | 180 | 35 1@5 1 . 34 5.1 : 1
1954 'V 1le3 | 37 8 3.3 )
1955 . 166 | .27 139 ¢ . 41 61 .2 L,
1957 ¥ '177 {‘ﬁJB.':-W;:lhh§  . ‘17, .2  5'4 g §
a==g=ggéauwuiaﬁnsq--uq-aa:#nz*nusnau#wmaguzanﬁaﬁnug:::n::aaé..-
. o . ) R , KRR

. Source; Village Records, Khanh Hgu.



59
2.2 to 1 over the ten year period, and this is almost the same as
the ratio in 1957, but there does appear to be a slightly rising

- trend in the ratio over time.

-

CHART 3.7

-~

RATIO OF BIRTHS TO DEATHS, KHANH U, 1948 —~ 1957
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Source: Vlllage Records, Khénh Hau

It 13 hard o evaluate the rellability of. these data, ior or
the earller years in particular, and the village has no: blrth and »
.death records whlch 8o back earller than l9h8- There may be .

1

underreportlng of both blrths and deaths, but lt seems more likely

. that 1t would be the births rather than the deaths that WOuld g0
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unreported. The great population pressure which these data indicate
for the fﬁture, therefore, is possibly the minimum that can be
expected. The slightly rising ratio of births to deaths may reflect
slightly improving health cohditipns,ﬂer at least the growing
avallability and acceptance of occidental medicines. Since these
medicines are being used ihcreasingl&, some effecte should be
expeeted. The explosive element, however, is contained in the

fact that each year there are more than five births for each death
in the village, and also in the finding that since 1953 the births
per year in the village have been about double those of 1948, Since
the ratio of births te deaths has been fairly consistent, the

excess of births over deaths has shown the sames proportionate
increase. Based on the village populatioh in 1958, the net increase
in the population measured by the excess of births over deaths is
proceeding at a rate of about'44.persqhs per‘thoueand per year.

This promises an increase in the village population of nearly

1 500 persons over the next ten years, other things ‘being equal.

As a check on the plau51b111ty; if not the reliability, of
these findings, the gross number of births per year can be compared
with the number of women of child bearlng age and also the number
of households in the Village. In the'case of the former, there
were 479 females between the ages of 17 and 38 in the 1958 census.
The total numbéer of births was 176 in 1956 and 177 in 1957, or one
child per 2.7 women of child bearing age per year. Another way to

express it would be to say that roughly 37 percent of the women,of
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B child bearing age had children in 1956 and in 1957 ' This estimate
of the number of women of child bearing age is a conservative one,
and 1t probably could be expanded by extending the age limits at
each end. This, of course, would act to lower the percentage of
womcn bcaring children per year but the age limits used above
'1nclude the women most likely to bear children without adding more
doubtful age levels.‘,‘

- There are 590 households in the Villags but since 26 of these
~are single person households, there are actually 564 potential child
bearing households in the sense that they contain two or more
persons. Births in 1957 represented 31. 4 percent of this corrected
total number of households._ HOWever, this gross total of house— |
holds is too high because many of them are headed by couples beyond
child bearing age or by w1dows and widowers. Assuminv therefore,
that only hqlf the households haVing two or more persons (482 house-
holds) are capablc of hav1ng children, less than two thirds . o
(62 8 percent) of these had children in 1957 Thus, on the ba31s”q
of the number of women of child bearing age and the number of _
households capable of haVing children the number of births reportedl
per year 1n the village seems both possible and plausible.

| The only offsetting factor in sight is the apparent mobility

f_'among young adults indicated by the population pyramids for the

village.‘ If opportunities_open'in other parts of Viet Nam, and

;
RO

if young adults continue to relocate as a result of military service_

experience or for other reasons, there is hope that population

|}
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_ pressure on the limited land area may be checked to some extent.

If the alternatives are not available, howeyer 'village”living
standards will become further depressed as the exlstlng resources
are stretched to provide for a rapidly 1ncroas1ng number of peoplc(

- Bducation and llteracv. -~ Khanh HEu is well prov1ced with

educational facilities, relative to Villages in Viet Nam gengrally.
It has a large elementary school located in the main'hamlet of'ﬁpl
ulnh that serves not only Khanh Hgu but the neighboring village of
T8n Hddng as well. There is also a private socondary school in |
the v1llage that accommodates a small number of students able to
afford schooling beyond the elementary lovel Finally, the
Fundamental Education Center has cstablished 1ts trainlng school
on village,land, although apart from the 1nhab1ted parts of the
'v1llage, and students from all parts of Viet Nam are sent there
t0 recelve courses in educatlon and to organize community develop-
ment projects. As part of this program, the Center has given adult'
educatlon courses in home economlcs health craft skllls, and
reading and ‘writing and some of the v1llagers have attended three
courses. 'The Center has also used 1ts students to conduct surveys
- of various kinds in parts of the v1llage, and this has scrved as |
"both trainlng for the students and as a means of gatherlng useful
data about the v1llage itself. 7 ’
One of these surveys supplies the only 1nformation available-

on the literacy rate in the v1llage and the results of it are

summarized in Table 3.h. Thesé figures are‘for.one_hamlet only,
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TABLE 3.4
ILLITERATS PERSONS, 15 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER,
IN THE HAMLLT OF AP DINH, 1958

Age o Men - Women Total

15 to 45 years | 13 BT 89
15 years and . . R _ | _
over 43 168 211 .

~ Source: survey conducted by Fundamental bducatlon
R ' Center, Khanh Hgu, - 1956.

but it is the largest and also the one in which both the elementary
;Bchool-andwthe Fundamental Zducation Center are located. Thus, one
would expect that illiteracy would be lower in this hamlet than in
any other in-theuvillgge;‘and.the'findings.should be discounted |
slightly on these grounds. .

Based on a census figure of 692 pérsons in £p Dinh who are 15
'years of age or more, the survey information indicates that -
slightly iess than one-third, {30.5 percent).of5this population
~1s illiterate. The pefcentage drops if.onlyéthe'agé grbup=l5ft6>'-
45 years is-consideﬁed;.based on the census_count oﬁ 479 persqns:
in this;age'group, leBS‘than,one-fifth1£18.6~percent)'of@the”people'
are illiterafeg' ThismindicaxeSMnbt'onlyua:surbrisingly'high‘degree

of~litera¢y:at*thepvillage;levei,ybum,alsonthat>important-
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stridés are being made to reduce illiteracy. The fact that the

rate of 1111teracy in the age group 15 to 45 years is lower than
it is for all persons 15 years of age or more leads to the con-
clu51on that i1lliteracy is much higher among the older inhabitants.
Children and young adults clearly have many more opportunities to
acquire at least a minimum knowledge of reading'and writing than
were avallable to their parents. Officials at the provincial,
dlstrlct and village level malntaln continuing presoure on those
who are illlterate to attend llteracy classes? and thls pressure
seems‘td,be.producing results. Over half the inhabitants of fp
Dinh (58.1 percent) 15 years old or over attended school for one
year or more. The remaining ll;d pércent of that age group ﬁho
could read and write were trained in adult literacy classes.

These data are based on informatlon provided by thé Fundamental
Education Center whose students surveyed the number of inhabitants
who had received some schooling and_the.humber‘of jears each of
. these attended. The findings are summarized in'Table 3.5, and they
ghow a pattern that 1s probably true throughout Viet Nam, i.e., |
that.among those who recelve some formal education'thére ié a higher
percentage of. mén than women, and that the men generallf attend
: school for a longer period of time than-womeﬁ. - Among the men in
fp Dinh, for example, neafly-half (48,0 percent);attended school
for,moré than three years, but only 36.7 percent éf the women
attended that long. The median years attended was 3 years in each

cass. Very small proportions of gither men or women had more than
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6 yeérs of school, and in both cases the percentages attending
school this way were about the same.

In terms of educational developmeht, therefore, the prospects
for thp v1llage appear falrly brlght, although it should be kept
.1n mind that this village is relatlvely well provided with school
facilities and the data avallable refer only to the hamlet in which
these facilities are located. Nevertheless, with this high degree
of literacy the learning process can continué, and new ideas can |

be introduced through printed matérials which people can use.

T ABLE 3. 5
YEARS ATTENDANCE BY INHABITANTS OF AP DINH
RECETVING FORMAL SCHOOL EDUCATION

R e e e
Years. : Men Women o Total
0f  Jemeccececceen.a |0 e T 80 et o e
Attendance{lumberi Percent Numbef; Percent i{Number{ Percent
1 13 5.3 9 5.9 22 5.5
2 L2 | 17.2 | 29 18.4 71 17.7
3 72 9.5 62 39.2 134 33.3
h 39 16.0 26 16.5 | 65 16.2
5 L6 18.9 21 13.3 67 16.7 .
6 9 3.7 1 6 10 | - 2.5
8 5 2.0 P 1.3 7 1.7
9 7 2.9°: -5 TSk, b TR 3.0
.10 Cem e 1 N IR W SR
11 1 ol - — 1 R
PR 12 . s l p . ’A’, o 1:' SR RN I | T l R -2

‘Bource: Suyvey conducted: by 'Fundaméﬂtal‘Education Cenﬁer,
Khanh Hgu, 1958. .
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Moreover, there is evidence that the campaign against illiteracy
is making substantial progress, and from all indications the degree
of 1lliteracy will continue'to go down at a fairly rapid rate.

Occupational skills. -- The most important single occupation

in a rural community such as.Khanh Hau is, of course, that of
farmer. Upwards of two—thirds of the heads of households regard
this as their primary occupation. The only other occupation to
claim a sizeable number of heads of households is that of laborer,
with from one-fifth to ome-fourth falling in this category:. A1l
othar occupations, however important in other terms, are numerically
emall. For many, OneJocoupation is not enough and they supplement
their incomes by aecondary“and'tertiary_activities of several kinds.
In addition they count on the labor income of spouses and children.
'The'population'of thervillage,jviewed now as a'source of labor,
therefore, presents still anothér}set of characteristica.

‘The key role of farming comes out in secondary occupations as
well - for about two-fifthe of the replies list farm labor as a
secondary occupation. This is followed by non—farm labor, included
in: about onewfourth of the replies, and then a series of much less
frequently mentioned activities such as rice merchant storekeeper,
d,artisan custodian, practitioner of traditional medicine, cook
mu6101an, and so, .oné Because 80 much ‘of the village surroundings
: and ba51c economic act1v1ties are- 51milar, the range of occupations,
and the“range of taaks within occupations such:aa‘farm and,non-

farm labor, is not very great. _For,example,_mostlnon-ﬁarm labor

LY
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consists of sugh_things as digging ditches and ponds, mounding the
floors of houses and the bundings in the fields, and repairing and
réplacing the thatch on roofs'and_wallé. With a few exceptions,
non-farm Qchﬁqﬁions,,othar than nonufarﬁ labor, are practiced in
conjunction with something else, usually farming or farm labor. .
‘Thus, a carpenter may alsp farm and a_custodiah.may_also work. as a
farm laborer, a-barber, or a tailor.

About one-third (35 perceﬂt)_offthe households are supported
by the income of one member, whilg the majority rely on the income
of two or more members. A.small percentage (6 percent in the
sample ) arekhggseholds supportedAby_children-or_other relatives and
in which no member actually works for income. In ﬁhis_raspect‘
these are significqntﬁdifferqnges,bapween,sociOAeconomic'classes.
A largar proportion.of the upper class households are,supquted by
a,s%ngLe.memberzwhilew in, lower class households, a larger number.
of people work for income.  Middle class.households fall between
these extremes. ". . . " |

. Wives are gainfully employed in nearly onbuthird of all house~
holds.’ About half of the working wlves in lower clags households. .
hq;dgmprg‘ghan one income paying job, but for the,most,parp=this-
means'only_tworgainful occupations-..Thé range of occupatioﬁsvis
narrow, .even. more. .so than for men with weaving -and .sewing.:. registerlng
the lergest number of partlcipants, followed, closely by farm, labor.
Only a. very Few work as domestic help in other v11;age homes, and |

pARS.

probably does not,exceed 10 percgnt.ofyall\wiveSmlnﬂthe;Village-
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Less than one~third of all houscholds have|Sons and daughters
over 12 years of age gainfully“employéd,'but in each case Qver-
half the households indicated that the question on the employment
of children was not applicéble‘because they either kad no sons or
daughters or because the children were not that old. Where the |
question was:applicéble, howsver, there was a distinct tehdenc?'
for chlldron in upper class houscholds not to be galnfully employed
out51de the home. Contrarily, a majority of ch;ldren in both
middle and lowsr class households had some gainful employment.

The range Qf-ocCupations for children followed that of the fathers
‘and mothers in terms of both the kinds of jobs performed and their
relative importance. '

‘This, in capsule form, giVéslsome'idea of who works in the
village, the kinds of occupations, and the degree of divaersification.
On a semple basis such as this, "the minor occupations do not stand
out clearly, for they constitﬁfe”éubh a. very small part of total
village activity. Short of an occupational census offthe‘entire
village, Which“was'not'attemptéd, there is no‘ﬁéf*fo'dbtain“accurate
information on ‘the kinds 'and distribution of occupational skills
‘within the population. The'villagelbﬁunCil,haS‘scme record of the
number of parsons working as artisans of one'tYpe'or'énother, but
from observation throughout the village these records are quite |
in&d@ﬁuaté. “A more detailed-déscription of some of the secondary
occupatidns”iswgi%enJin‘a'later3chapter, but-at"thiQ“pcint it may
" be. helpful to" sketch in an impressionlstlc view of" the kinds of

skills' which the villagers possess.
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_.Mostlvillagers are, of course; familiar with farm work from
childhood, and most Qf,thgm can use the few simple tools and.
techniques which are associated with it} Even some of those who
have adqui:éd é specific skill such as carpentry will work as farm
- laborers when there is a slack demand for their craft and a demand
for farm labOr. In other words, the heavy dependence on the land.
means thdt nearly evbryone is famlliar w1th farm work, and engages
in it to some extent, and with this taken for.granted, greater
interest centers on the other skills which the villagers may have
acquired. | |

| Storekeépers provide a spacialist category, but there are a
few menland women engaged full-time in this occupation. Although
the vo;gme of'busipess‘done‘by'any one of them is small, they do
rely esséntiélly on the profits of their enterprise and are engaged
in gtqcking,_pryping, selling and arranging.fof credit. In other
- words, although their ngrations may be marginal in‘comparison with

- those in_larger-ﬁpwns,_phey;have gcguired thg_rudiqants of,commercial
skills and in_some_éases have'imm;gratgd to the village to practice
them. Ranging downward fromrthenggpprgkeepers‘inﬂterms‘of,skills,
scale-qf operationg‘and_experiance arg,ophqr,v;}lagers, mostly
women, wh6 act as petty merchants and peddlers. . This latter activity

genbrﬂlly providoa a source of supplememtary income, but it is an
occupation which does not, require parpigular skills or much capital,

nor does it ‘absorb the fall time of people engaged in it..
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Three men in the village own rice mills, although the mill
belonging to one is located in a neighbqring village and the mill
belonging to another is actuélly run by a brother. All of these-
men have land holdings well above average Size and all have
sufficient means so that they concern themselves essentially with
the management of their operations. Two of them exhibit a
considerable degree of entrepreneurship and have éxpanded their
opérations well beyond the limits of the village. One of these
men also acts as a rit¢e merchant, buying and selling for his own’
account, as well as acting as agent for others. A varying nunber
of villagers buy and sell fidé'from yéar to year. ' The number and
composition of this group Chénges each year because it is an
activity requiring a high degree of skill and knowledge, and ﬁany
who have tried it have failed. '

- Handieraft activity in the village is pobrly'gfganiﬁed and at
-a'low‘lGVel of prbficiénby ‘Many of the womeri do weav1ng, some of
 them even depending on weaving as a major source of income. ' The
work done consists largelyécf’crude'mats; baskets;‘éh&“bdlsters that
are made 'to order for specific customers. 'A11 ‘the elaborate
weaving and basket work, such as fiSh;traps;'ﬁétéf’éédb@ég hats;
brooms and so on, is done outside the villagé.J THis'défibiéﬁby is
explained in termé“ﬁffa‘laék“éf'materials"fdf'weaVing:and'bﬁsketry.
- Hence, the-villagérs”he#er”dGVeloped_thé‘skillS‘ﬁb pass on to
succeeding'géderationsf-‘The:wegﬁing5thatmié déne now.is:functional,
and there éeems to be no knowledge of of interest in a?tistry of

design.
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,In addition.to‘these.major occupational oetegories, there are
the minor occupations, each followed by only a very few villagers.
For example, there ape-two-masons.in,phe.village, and a few people
have had experience as lgborers in brickyards. There is also a
retired railway employee and a man who has worked as a bus driver.
.Perhaps‘as-manywas half e dozen'people‘have.had.eome instruction in,
- or knowledge about, traditional_Vietnamese medicine and herb
'remedies; one man acts as a first aid practitioner, giving inocu~-
lations and administering simple_treapmente. 5Tnewmembers‘oi;the
village council carry .on regular corrgsponddnce and maintain records
lend:accounts#‘and at least one resident man hag\beoome a government
clvil servant. .All of these remnin gxceptions within village
population, howevar, for it seems that those who acquire a high
degree of mechanical, commefciel, clericdl or professional skill -
generally leave the village. e C ‘

In sum,. tne ovarwhelming majority of the population is
ngaged in agrloulture-. In addition, & substantial proportion of
‘V1llage adults work as- laborers in: one way. or another. All people
in the village are familiar with fishing methods, although this
activity is oarried‘on'mainly,for‘personel household consumption
‘and not for commercial sale. The labor resources of the village,
‘the population, ‘and spec1fically the young adulg age. groups are due
for . a very rapld expan31on over the next geveral years ~-: barring

an oifSettiné movement out Ol the village 10 qther areag. .On;

the other side,. this, population will be increasimgly. literate, and:
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therefofe increasingly eXposed.to new ideas and new alternatives
through publications of all kinds. Unfortunately, the.village

starts with little in the way of accumulated ékills to use as the
starting point for either successful migration to new occupations

or as-a basis for'supplementary industry at the village level.

With the relatively high literacy record which prevails, people may
learn quickly, but the point here is simply that their present skills
provide 1little to build upon.

Village labor organization and wage structure. -- Probably

two-thirds to three-fourths of the adult villagers work as hired
laborers at some time throughout a normal year. In addition, there |
is some exchgnge of labor between households on a'reciprdcal basis.
Despite the importsance of outside labor in this sense;’village

' institutiohs~do-not-organize‘the'labor'fbrce very extensively.

The most important type of formal organizatibn ié'essentially

a labor contracting service..  The organizer (trum cly) is appointed 4

annually by thé village council upon‘his'own‘apﬁliCétion'for'
permiSSion=to act in this capacity. The position is not'hereditéry;'
although there is soméltendency for sons to follow fathers in it.

In principle, the job is open'tc“anvdﬁé"épproved by thée council.
Further, the organizer does hot gain any*pafticﬁlér*p%estige'from
his appointment, and those who held it are genérally of modest means
and social standing. Therc are no fixed limits to the number of
such labdr'organizations the village may have, but'thefe.doés'not

seem to be much compétition to form them and-the number does not
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ohange mnoh from year to year. Khenh Hgn has had three such
organizations for several &eare._ |
These labor groups stem from the need to-haVe several workers

(con géz) at one time for certain farm activities,_e.g,, the
transpienting of the young rice shoots and the harvesting of the
',crop. Bach organizer has from 40 to 50 people, both men and women,
working under his direction. The laborers approach, the organizer
of their choice at the beginn;ng of the year, and once having
Iagreed to_work undervhin_they mayjnot change‘to another.dnring that
same year. Howeyer, there ie“no compulsion to joinfany group, and
memhers are not required:tomeooept_work made available to them.
Whiie there_iszthis_voluntery_aepect to the,groupe,iin practice,
| the leborere.in any group tend to come from the same neighborhood
~and to stay in the Bame group from year to year. _

| When farmers need field labor they contact one of the organw
1zers and 1nd1cate when and where they want help..,fheforganlzer,‘
in turn ‘Summons laborers in. his group, divides them. into working
unlts of approprlate size, and dlspatches them at the proper tlme,“
.One of the rlghts granted to the organlzer is that of usging ' a -
' trad;tional buffalo horn sigial to call the workers to his house
when he has work formthem_to_do.__ThepfunCtion_of the organiZer
therefore is to dlstrlbute the avallable work eVenly among the
laborers attached to him ~and provide farmers with an adequate
'supply of labor at the time 1t 1s needed. He also exerclses a.

| certain amount of supcrvision, along with the farmer, to ensure that
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the work is done properly. His réputatiqn as an organizer resﬁs to
an important degree on the performance of those who work in his |
- group. |

The laborers receive wages that aréistandardized throughbut"
the village and are the same as those for laberers hired individu-
ally.  There is no village institution with the formal responsibility
for setting wages, but by informal ééreement'everyohe pays pretty
mﬁch'the same for similar kinds of work. On dééasion, however, the
village council may settle wage disputes between laborers énd'-
enployers. VOrganiiers decide the'Wage'rate:fbr'the coming year,
and there havé been some upward’adjﬁstmeﬁtéxin'past yéars to offset
increases in the level of prices. In 1958 the wage for common labor,
farm and non-farm, was‘30¢VN per da& plus two meals for mén, and
- R04VN per day pius two meals for women.' Some special labor, not
supplied through the labor groups, is‘paid.ét a higher rate, e.g.,
those operating the water wheelzreceivé mbfé}“as do people skilled
in thatcHing roofs. The rate hefe_moét“frequéntli quoted 1is 40VN
per day plus meals. However even'brdiﬁary'wége'fatéé'may be raised
if the farmer is_préssed'and wants a Job done quickly, and there is
a type of bonus incentive arrangement;ﬁékgtiﬁﬁiatéfektra effoit.

The organizer himself receives pay frdm“ﬁwc.sources ~= the
laborers and the employer. The laborers pay him at the rate of
154VN for every thirty man-days of labor he gets for them; the
 employef pays him aﬁ'thé.rate of 14VN for sach man-day of labor he

‘supplies. To illustrate how this works, assume that a farmer needs
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the services of ten people for three days. The farmer therefore

pays the organizer BOWVN, and the laborers pay lSMVN, or a total
of hﬁth from all to compensate for the organ1z1ng service. Al
though the workers are given meals on the days they work, the
organiser_does not receive any food as compensationo__All work is
- paid for_at the completion of;the jobnot“by:the organizer but by
‘the_employer. : . o | N |
( Gounting meals, the wages of unskilled farm labor do not compare
unfavorably with the daily wages receivedbyinmkﬂled_labor_in Saigon
industry.,rHowever, the work in_the village is much less steady
and only a very‘small proportion have more;than six months of regular
employment. Hdver half thellaborers report they;haveﬂfour_monthsr:.
Vwork or less in any year.- There is relatively 1ittle to'do during.
the months of the dry season when the farm work: is finished for the
year This is the time when new bundings are built when new
| houses g0 up, fish ponds are dug, and similar activ1ties take place-j
However, much of this is done by the farmers themselves,_for only
the more well~to do can afford to hire labor for these tasks. Other
‘farmers, who also find themselves idle during the dry season, are
more 1nclined to spend their own time in the repairing and
refurnishing work that does take place.}. g ) | ‘
Outside of the work arranged through the labor groups, all._
employment 1s on a direct employer-laborer ba31s. bomeone hiring
'labor w1ll seek out the person he wants and offer him work for a

particular day or days. ‘The laborers do not lookhfor;work“themselves,'
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and apparently hever’ go from house to house asklng for employment
aven though they have not had work for some time. 1In practice,
farmers tend to hlre a certain few men whose work they prefer, and
while they rarely retain them for long periods of time, the farmers
do try to reéserve their time in advance. If the man they want 1is
buSy,lthey Will get'eoneone alse. Most jobs require only a fow days’
work at a time, so laborers frequently shift employers'during the

~ busy months. The young, conscientous, and able laborers are in
greater demand than the old, the weak, “and the careless.

| The ‘refusal to look actively for work is limited to the village,
for v1llagers do try to find jobs in towns such as Tan An and My Tho
during the slack season. & few are successful,,but most are not.
Those'mOSt'likely'to find work in towns are those with special skille,
and several village'residents'WOrk regularly as carpentere,:masons,‘
bus drivers, and other specialties. There is a general feeling among-'
‘unskilled laborers that town'jooe are really not open to them,
because people in the towns keep the unskilled labor opportunitiee‘
forhlocal friendé‘andtrelatives“ This ie.probably'true, for none
of ‘these towns have very uch act1v1ty requirlng common labor and it
would be natural for townspeople to exclude out51ders under the |
circumstances. The point is that the v1llagers are anxious to work
if there is any opportunity to do so, and thelr refusal to canvass

» for. jobs in the v1liage does not extend to non-v1llage work. As a
_guess, this retlcence would seem to 1nvolve recognitlon that Jobs

“within the v1llage are 1itited and the least embarra881ng solution
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is to let the employers contact the people they want as joh oOppoTr-
tunities arise. '

There is a certain amount of specialization of work as between
men, women and children, although again there do not seem to be any
Vhard and fast rules which determine this. In some areas there is
overlap, and~the~distinctionubecomes blurred, but the general pattern
is that the meh do the key‘work in farming and all types of artisanry
while\the women do all the other tasks, many of theﬁ heavy manual
labor. Women ordlnarily do the cooking in the home, but often it
is the men who prepare the food for a large v1llage feast. Women
help at such times, but men are in charge. The men also butcher
" the animals and prepare the meat, and walt.on‘theztables.when the
meal is served.h The.hatureloflthis specialiiation'is Shown in
Table 3.6. IR | S

The poorest households, 1ack1ng buffalo and farm 1mplements,
must hlre some labor along with the farm tools for their farm
operations, but outside of this they tend to relyfon»lahor=exchange
with neightors in similar situations The exchange of . labor takes .
place among lower and‘some mlddle class households, gsnerally on a
nelghborhood basis. Even though many neighborhood clusters-are
made up of 1nter-related households, there is o clear indication
that relatives are preferred in such exchanges. Th;s also holds
true in hlrlng labor, for over two-thlrds of those in the sample
hiring labor. replled that they(made no speclal effort to. glve work .

to relatlves°
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TABLE 3.6

' WORK SPECIALIZATION IN KHANH HAU

Type of work

Men

Women

e A RN RS SEEEaRE ISR R Sy

Persons performing the work

) v A jaan o g oy dum ek o S e S

Replanting

Weeding = :
Reaping Harvest
-Carrying paddy to mill
Carrying water
Collecting fuel
Fishing .

Carrying paddy from field
Buffalo tendlng
Gardening -

" Cooking

Peddling

Carrying bricks, tlles
~Carrying sand I
Weaving

'Sew1ng By hand

- Sewing by machine
Storekeéping ¢ -
Gleaning flelds
Plowing - = :
Harrowing

‘Seeding. 0 owunoo
Uprooting

© Carrying seedlings-
Threshing

Irrigation

Cutting fuel
Scattering fertiliger -
Carpentry

Roofing

Carrying lumber

- Implement making -
Rice mill operation.

b bt b b b B b B D b b b B B )

(some)

(some)

alalatatalal oot oot ol ol ol

(some)

(some)
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The organization of work is thus, on the whole, fairly casual.
The‘only_formal labor institution in the village is the ofganization
~of farm labor working_groups, and this_covers only a portion of the
totalnuse of farm\]_‘.abor° Individual arrangements_between employer
and -laborer are equally pfevalent._ There is some specialization on
the basis of sex and age, with'the men doing work which is related
to the farm and calllng for skill and strength. The women perform
- most other tasks, some of them requiring hard physical labor.

Wages are not formally“fiXed,-but tend to be standard throughout.
the village, subject to some individual bargaining in’Special cases.
There is_aISO labor excharige among poor households, but this cannot
cover all situations and gven the poorest farmers must sometimes

‘hire labor.

- Mobility of:the village population. -~ In view of the popu-
lation pressufe_Whieh’Khénh'Héu'apﬁsrently faces in the years‘to
come,-the mobility of the“poﬁulation‘béoomss g matter of great
concern. The willingness of ﬁeOble_tQ*move'into new parts of the
country and enter new kinds of occupations'will greatly influence
the rate of economic growth. One of the more prevalent views of
Vietnamese society holds that the people are closely bound to their
ancestral v1llages, reluctant to leave no matter what the 1n-'s |

centives. The war years have altered this to some extent for an -
unknown number of people d1d leave’ the villagss to seek safety
elsewnere. ‘The outstandlng example of this, of course, was the

fiight;of'more tnan 800,000 refugees,,many.of.them coming as entire
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villages, from the North to the South at the end of hostilities.
'Still, the question of whether or not people move fréely under
‘other than emergency conditions remains largely unexplored.

The survey in Khénh’Haﬁ'sought to compile some information on
this area, and started by asking each household head if he would
- be willing to move from the village. The replies at first seemed
. to bear out the general view, that is, 69 percent answered that
they weré unwilling to move, and only 31 percent replied affirma-
;ﬁtively. The reasons given for the feplies, however, do not all
show.a positive:attachment.to the village as éuch._ Nearly half
{46.7 percent) gave answers that reveal .a link to the viilage'in
.?s?me respect, but they ranged ffom‘attachment_tq-the village
(6.7 percent) and desire to be near the ancestral.tombs (5.6 percent)
to less strong statements sugh: as that they were satisfied with
. their present-life_(l?.zlpepgept)} preferred farming (7.7 percent),
liked rural life (14.4 pafcent), or were the only. son {l.l percent).
. Thus, for a majority of these,.it is a preference for rural life,
rather than identification with a.particular:villagé,-that is the.
chief attractilon.  Over‘onép£9urth:Q£ tpgSQ who wgrgﬂunwilling‘to
leave the village offered old age Q;;physical;waaknegs as thelr
reason, and anothernfairlyvlargg;group:114345per9ent) felt they had
ﬁo hope: of succeeding in a town or qitytv,S;gnificantly, all replies
in this last categbry came‘from_lower_class_houéeholds. The balance
of the rtplles 1ndlcated elther a dlslike of urban life or a dislike
of change. In gentral middle and upper class household heads gave

replies that 1ndlcated a more positiVe attachment 0 the’ v1llage
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than was true for the lower class, which would be the expected
pattern of response.

In addition to asking if villagers would be willing to move,
the survey also asked if relatives of the héuseholds in the sample
had moved, if so, where, and into what kinds of occupations. The
repliés showed that not quite half (4L percent) of the households
had relatives who had emigrated from the village during the past
15 years, totallihg.67 persons for the 100 households in the
sample.l_ For the village as a whole, this would mean uﬁwards of
400 persons‘had emigrated, probably more since the replies did not .
include all members of the migrants' nuclear families in cases where
‘they had them. Pr@jecting.this same rate over the next ten years,
ip.would’provide a sizeable offset to the probable population
"increase, but, remembering that this is an extremely crude estimate,
it does not seem high enough to do so0 fully. o |

A majority of the households having emigrant relatives (61.4
pergent) had'only one in this cétegory,_ahdlwhile 13.6 pércent had
three, none had more than that number. Ulost of\thése were sons or
daughters; brothers-df sisters. More distant relatives were not
identified 1f they did in fact, move from the village. The division

. between men and women was almost equal. .

1This may represent a slight overstatement since under the term
fprelatives™ more than one household could be referring to the
same person. For example, the son to one household could be
the brother to another, yet both would refer to the same man.
From what was known of the households in the sample, however,
“‘this overstatement is ‘probably very small. =~ o
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The occupations of those who have moved cover a wide range,'
but the largest and broadest oategory -~ private business -~ accounts
for over two-fifths (43.2 perceht) of them. This would include
retailing; petty commerce, industry'and'general private employment,
of which petty commerce and the'latter are the most important. Only”
7.4 percent have gone into industrial work. The army has taken
1614 percent, but”government employme nt has absorbed only 9.0
- percent. -Taxi-ahd'cyclo driving, domestic service, and students
aocount~for-only small percentages in each case. ‘The" other large
category (209 peroent)‘consists of'villegers, largely young girls,
leaving to marry in other nsarby villages where they'willICOntinue
essentially the same kind of life which they led in Khanh Hiu. This
latter emigration”iS'probebly matohed'by”én immigration of similar
.size, although this point was not specifically investigated.

In terms of destination of”the.emigrents, Saigon drew the
largest groupf(40.3 percent), followed by Tan An (28.3 percent) and
other villages in south Viet Nam (22.4 percent). Negligible'pro-:
portions went elsewhere. -Since Saigon i8s only 50 kilometers from
Khanh Hfu, the'raeius of eémigration from the villagé 'is not very
“large- Probably Over three- fourths of thoSe who Have left Khanh :
rn Hgu have. travelled less than 5@ kilometers in doing 80 The time
pattern at which these people left shows no startling variation
_ from year to year.‘ Approximately helf of them have left since 1950,
which is midway in, the period covered by the question..‘The only

year to show an unusually large number of migrations is 1949 at
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which time nearly Qneefifth,of‘the total apparently moyed from the
village. This may have been a year of heavy exodus generally, but
it is also possible that dates beyond the past three or four years
are vague in the minds of.the respondents. There was fighting and
insecurity in the area in the late 1940's and early 1950's, so this
is more likely a general, and not a specific time identification.
In any event, with this one possible exception, movement away from
the village seems to have taken_place steadlly over time. Migration
waslundoubtedly affected by nnsettled eenditions but it also
reflects desire for new opportunitiestand efforts_to move into new
' OCsupations. | | : _ o

In addition to those who have left the village to take up new
“homes, there are some who legve the village on  short trips. The
snrvey,found'that 16 persent of the heads of honsehplds had never
visited'Saigon, but the rest make at least a few trips to the city
during the course of a year. The largest gronp (59 percent)
reperted_that they had.gone‘tO'Saigsn ence or twice in the previous
year, and onenfourth of all household heads went more often than
that. The main reasons for making these trips fell into three
‘categories, with pleasure accountlng for about one-thlrd and |
bu51ness and, Visits to relatives taking. Sllghtly smaller shares.i
Together, the three ‘reasons covered nearly 90 percent of all trips;
to Saigon by v1llagers in the prev10us year- ‘_

This survey data prov1des a beginninv perspectlve at least

on the nature and extent of mobility from the village.'_On the one.
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haﬁd a- maJorlty of villagers 1ndlcate re81stance to mobility but
" on the other hand, there is a substantial number of household heads
who seem w1lllng to move; another substantial number of villagers
whd have already moved. Those who have moved have gone into non-.
| farm'pursuits”for the most part, but,-in;the:aBSence of detailed
informationlhit is hard to'say'how much of ‘an adjustment the new
occupations may have ehtailed They have not travelled far, but
:thls is partly due to the fdct that the destlnation of the largest
group among them was nearby baigon. For those remalning in the
‘village, contact w1th baigon is not frequent but a maJority of the
villagers do get there at least once a year. General improvement
in transportation'donditions will increase“the frequency:of such
visits in’ years to-comel "On ‘the whole, therefore; the picture is
one of. a population that cannot be called hlghly moblle, but 1t is,
nevertheless, a population that shows evidence of having a sub-
stantial percentage who are w1lllng to movs if condltions warrant
and permit it. ' S |
Some 1n51ghts into conditions favorable to emlgration were
obtained ‘because a few’ people from the Village had moved to the
west' to take up lands offéred by the government in 1ts program to
settle the Plaine des Jonés’ reglon along the bambodian border.!'Not‘
enough have moved thus far to provide any flrm generalizations, 50
the follOW1ng is offered as conJecture as much as anything else.
 Word of the opportunltles to' obtaln new land filters into the

‘village’bY'poster'in'the'eouncilfhouseHandibvuword'Of‘mOuth from
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relativés and friends. In at leaét one case, relatives living in
- the new area.were the major source of information. However, no_twd
families seem to have the same version of what the opportunities
actually are. Information about the amount of land granted and the
- amount of monetary aid forthcoming from the government varies
‘between houéeholds. This uncertainty as to the facts itself leads
to a certain amount of immobility. Many are too poor to take a
tfip to the area and investigate for themselves, so they have waited
for more positive news thén has been available to date. The poorest
households, and therefore the ones who would stand to benefit most
from.thé move, feel they cannot risk a mové_into an unknown area
_ﬁithout the means to support themselves until a stdrt can be made.
As bad as things may'be'in Khénh Héu'for some, they prefer the
knowh to the unknown. ;

Those who have left for the new area have fended to be
~1dentified by one or both of two maln characteristics. For one,
some have been without land in Khénh:ﬂ@u,.but owned buffalo and
farm implements which they_reﬁted:out to. others. This advantage
gave them extra confidence, and therefore‘greatéf willingness to .
try a fresh start. . The other'identifiable.characteristic was that
some‘were.fortunate‘enough to have relatives in the new érea.
These could provide‘a place t§ stay initially, could direct the
- newcomer .to the place where he.couid,enroll_for a grant of land,
:and in general'make-the spart_less hazgrdqqs,.'Thus,_some capital

equipment and an on~the=spot contact_emepgeq”as_impqrtant_attributes
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of those who have moved, and were commonly mentioned as prerequisites
by those who would like to move but who felt uneasy about doing so.
| 'Anothef‘common attitude among those who have moved was that
they planned to use the new opportunity to acquire enough means to
return to the village and retire when they were too old to work
‘any more. Since the new settlement areas are still raw frontier
in many respects, most of them have left wives and families behind.
_: Sdme'say they hope to develop land in the west in order to have.
" land to pass on to their children; others think in terms of saving
‘énough from farming_the new lands to be able to buy land in Xhanh |
‘Hau;'"In'either'case, emigration often seems to take on a tempérary
character in the mind of the migraht. He tends to think of the
opportunity as one which will some day enablé him to re-establish
himself in the village of his birth, and to this ‘end he is relﬁctant
to sever his ties of family‘and-acquaintancéship. :Not only is this
true of those who have moved west to participate in‘the'résettlement
" program, but itis of'ten méhtidhedfin'conﬂectibn with those who have
gone to Saigon and Tan ‘An to' work in commerce and industry. |
Supplementing the earliér‘findings; therefore, mobility appears

‘to depend to an impbrtant}exféh%'bn’thelavailability‘Of full and
‘acCUrate'information, aSsuran%é'théﬁ'mehﬁSVQre,prééént to support
“the migrant until he is reésbnébly‘settléd,'and, p}eferably, that
: relativeé'or friendsfbéjOn hand ‘to eaSe’the'aHjustmeﬁt to the new
situation. The fact that-the'migfaht may consider the move a temporary |
bhe is less important ‘econotti¢ally than that,  for one reason or an-

“other; he moves from less to more productive opportunities.
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Capital Equiphent

- Farm implements. -- In addition to the resources in land and
‘labor, including accumulated skills, a certain amount of capital
equipment is available in the village, largely in the form of
implements and tools used in farm work. Since productive activity
is heavily concentrated in farming, this is expected, but the
amounts'and kinds of capital found in the village are not as self-
evident. Survey data again provide somé basis for measurement of
capital accumulation, as well as the distribution of its ownership.
Table 3.7 shows ownership of the main kinds of tools and implements
among landowners, landowner/tenants and tehants, as well as for ths
village as a whole. According to the findings tabulated there,
most farmers in all tenure categories have the small tools and
implements they need, but are much less well eqﬁipped in the large
items such as plows and.harroﬁs, threshing sledges, rollers, water.
wheels and winnowing machines. The best equipped group, the
_landowner/teﬁants-who_own some lénd and also rent some land, come
from both the middle and upper socio-economic classes, but they
are nbt a very numerous group and_the'full‘significance of their—
apparent supsrior position in terms of capital accumulation is. .
therefore uncertain. On.a.straight.socio~economic cléss distri~
‘bution, however, middle class hduseholdsnappear to be as well, or
better equipped than uppen.clasS households. |

- Less than one‘foufth of all village househdlds own the major

implements, but gliminating those who do not have land te farm, it
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is probable that‘around Qne—third of the farm households own them.
This bears out*the-observation that-many farmerS;Leven‘some of the
largest, do not own' their own equipment, but ifstead hire others to
supply the labor*and implements for such ‘things as ‘plowing and

- hafrowing. For the well-to-do farmer; this 1s probabiy-a matter of
choice, but for the efhers it probably represents inability to
purchase. Ownership of major implements iS'linked'with'ewnerehip
of ‘draft animals, usually water buffalo, for the servicés of
animals_and implementé are rented together. It is-péintless to own
aaplow,ffer example, 1f you must rent the services of buffalo to
pull’ it. | _

In another sample of twenty households, established for the
purpose of making a study of family budgets, about oné-third of the
hduseholde reported annual expenditures 6f around I ,0004VN for new
farm7equipment Slnce most: farm tools are made essentlally of wood :
they wear out rapidly, ‘and these annual expenditures represent cash
outlays to-replace worn out_equ1pment~rathen'than net additions to
the stdck‘of eapit&l-godds:-‘Minorfrepaira'are generally:done’by
the farmer himself, and he does not ‘congider them ds a maintenance
cost in any sense. ‘Replacement occurs at-differentvtimes~for
different pieces of*equipmentf For=example; those‘pﬂfbhdsing'ﬁQW"
'plows ‘reported that they expect them to last from" three to flve-”
years, afLer which time the wooden parts. would requlre replaoement.
Water wheels last only two years, and need rather-constant'mainte-

nance during that time because the narrow Width?ﬁa&dieé on the whesl

J
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TABLE 3.7
OWNERSHIF OF FARd TOOLS AND IMPLEMENTS, BY LAND
TENURE CATEGORY, VILLAGE OF KHANH-HRU, 1958

R R Y R R N I R O S G S e T I I N T N N N I N R N e S N N e Rt s R S

: Landowner | Tenant La%gggﬂir/ All villagers
Implements :

Percent Percent Percent Percent
Plow {Vietnamess) - 1245 11.3 33.3 10.0
Plow {Cambodian) 25,0 31.8 66.6 22.0
Harrow . 31.2 38.6 83.3 28.0
Water whesl 31.2 18,1 83.3 18.0
Winnowing niachine L3.7 - 11.3 - 50.0 15.0

Rice mill (hand :
operated) 3745 -13.6 - 50,0 15.0
Digging tools 8l.2 75.0 83.0 51.0
Hoe ‘ . 8l.2 795 66.6 . 52,0
Saw 8l.2 75.0 66.6 51.0
Hammer 8l.2 &L.0 83.3 55.0
Axe 81.2 8&.6 66.6 57.0
Sickles . , . 87.5 84..0 . 100.,0 56.0
Threshing sledge 4347 61.3 100.0 40.0
 Mortar - 31.2 18,1 83.3 . 18.0
Rollaer 37.5 31.8 66.6 24,0

break frequently. Harrows last longer, most farmers reporting that
they are not replaced more often than every seven years} Small
tools wear out in two or three years, andrthreshing sledges last
about 'the seme length of time. The mats used inside the thréshing‘
sledges, however, are replaced every year.

| OutSide_of'thesé simple, locally made implements, and with
the exception of.one gaSOIine pump used for_irrigation'there:are no

important pleces of farm capital in the village. Mechanization of
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farm operations has not proceéded very far in Khanh Hiu. Not only
has little been intrOdUCed;‘most“farmers Belie%e‘the size of their
fields makes'the obvious kinds of mechanization, such as tractor
‘plowing, unsuited to their situation.

- ODutside. of farming, toere is some 1nvestment in rice mill
machlnery, several households own manually operated sew1ng machines,
one.household .OWns a-cart and- another a small motoreyecle bus, the
'artlsans all own thelr tools, and storekeepers malntaln 1nventor1es.
of consumer goods.= Little of thls is versatile in the sense of ‘being
useful in several different oocupatlons. urther, there 15 little
1nd10atlon that the stock of - these capibal 1tems is increa51ng over
time, Or that larger numbers of people are’ beooming famlliar w1th
thelr use. ; B i Tu_'

Thus, the means. of production are slmple; limited in terms- of
varlety, and in the case: “of manr farm implements owned by less
than a maJorlty of the households who use them However, ownership
mis not a functlonmof land tenure status, and tenants as well as
landownersdhuy theirhimplementeqif;theytoangi'lt has never been .. .
customary for landowners_inﬂthis area to sugplywtheir_tenante‘with
tools,in?r_hays;they_hepn used,polleetiyely_to,anx.great,extent,J:u'
Private ownership of the mesng of produgtion is ap established, ..
'praotice at all levels'inkthemsopiety, N

. N AT RN
Lot , . g Vi T ted



Chapter IV
' RICE PRODUCTION IN KHANH-HRU

The Annual Cycle of Rice Production

Preparation for'the planting. --.From-the end of the rainy

season in November to the beginning of a new rainy season in May or
June of the following year, the village lands lie brown and arid,
the wells are dry; the streams brackish and low. The thick black
clay hardens,-cracﬁsf\and'turns to a fine dust that filters every-
where. It is a tine of inactivity except for a few desultory pur-
suits, and the lack of income from agriculture production spreads
tHe‘idlenessrto the non-agric¢ultural sector as well. The importance
of the single resdurce, land, in the thinking of the village imposés
sﬂsE%ere Seasonsl'limitation'to"their'conception of the alternative
occlipations evairabié‘to“fhsm. Although meny look for ldborlng jobs
in the nearby towns, the chances for success ‘are limited. When
tHeir lsnd is unproductlve, they'can Pind few Ways productively to

' emploj‘their‘éffs%fng“cspital croobls or l&bor;“tﬁeir'ekpecfations

are therefore almOSt totdlly bound up 1n ‘their hopes for a hea#&
'crop of rlce in the year ahead.' There are several reasons ‘which

act to’ relnforce thls kind of outlook but the traditional reliance
on the productlvity oF the 1aﬁd ' undoﬁ%tedly the Main factor in

the’ villa{rersT acceptance of “the EEaSOﬁai idleness enforced by the

e Tn ) AR T S
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lack . of water._
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It would be inaccurate to desbribe the advent of the rainy
~Season as accompanied by a'large flﬁrry;of-acpivity. Few aspects
- of village life coﬁld be described in those terms. However, as the
viilagers begin to prepare for the coming crap, there 1is ihcreased
'concern with such matters as repairing the bundings and prepariné
the various farm implements‘for usé; Iflthe fainy season 1s late,
as_iﬁrwas during the years 1957 and 1955{ there is gréat concern
that‘the crop wili suffer thereby, and the walting 1s accompanied
by increasing tension and anxlety. Until the mOnﬁh of April,
~however, a lack of rain is accepted with equanimity. A part of the
'.Village land can prodgce two crops of rice a year, and those who
.farm_phege lands are particularly anxious to see the rains arrive.
'A late rain Will possibly eliminate_one Qf_thercrqps and reduce
their;total yield by bne—third to oﬁe-half.= For_this,rsééon, those
who have double crop land may anticipate the rains, and begin the
seeding process after the first fewlrainﬁalls.iq;phg{h@pg that the
. steady,:ragular_rains_will:follow_soqhafpén«_qgﬂgﬁban be a costly
gamble, but it is ugdé;tgken by_mqnyﬂ .Aéia_rule; QQWevep,'the
actual wprk on-thgwfarm begins with the first clear indication that
the‘?ainy Season has_fihally arriVed._ “ |

~:.One ofﬁthg,mqrg spriking aspects-ofitherproduction-pchesé is
its_individualisticlchérapp@;; Farming is'a h9us9hp;dpaf£air and,
the"nug;ear_fami;y_ig the basic working unitg"@hgg'does_not mean
that farmers rely only on the Labor of the nucléarlfamily/for the

- rice crop, but it does mean that fully coopérative_effort_on the
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scale of more than & single'household.is relatively rare. An
example of the preference to limit the working unit to the nuclear
family is prov1ded by two brothers who together with their families,
lived under the sane roof but ‘maintained separate kitchens and
worked their ad301n1ng lanOs individually. They were relatively
poor villagers and they did help each other with certain farm_work,
e.g., irrigation. HoweVer, they kept their.incones separate and
felt ba51cally responslble for their own fields only, showing how
far nuclear family orientation can be carried. When siblings own

or rent-ad301nin pieces of land they occa51onally remove the |

bundings separating their land in order to permit 301nt 1rrigation.
However markers are used to 1dent1fy the boundaries of the land
and a51de from this rather minor gesture in the direction of cooper-
ation, the rest of the operations are carrled on separately, and

the harvest 1s diV1ded in accordance with the 1nd1v1dual property
claims and rights°

The de01s1on on what varieties of rice to produce 1n the grOW1ng

Iseason ahead rests on a varlety of factors, all of them variable ;"

?v -

to some extent. Perhaps the most important of all is the quality

is’.!‘

and 1evel of the land which each farmer has at his dis*°
‘JI'. !iJ.:T

early.- Those with “low" fields can choose from varietles which
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take longer to ripen. Depending on the sater availability, the
"low" fields are often able to‘produce two crops in a growing
season--generally a quick ripening variety for the first crop, and
'“a.longer maturing variety for the second. However, this is very
closely geared to-the'coming of.the rainy'season,-and delays in
the rains will bring an alteration in the planting plans.

It does not follow that the "high“ lands, produCing quicker
maturing varieties, necessarily produce rice of lower quality.
"High" lands will produce the rg_g chon variety, which is one of
the highest quality varieties, as well as low or middle quality
varieties such as ng;g thit. ."Low" fields can also produce all
qualities, although as a general rule 1t appears that most of the
higher quality rice is grown in the "low" fields. Bields of inter—
mediate level generally produce the varieties of average quality |
Thus, the level of fields imposes certain limitations on the choice
of varieties in terms of the period of maturationjvhut it still
' leaves some. leeway in the ch01ce of varieties in terMS of quality.

) A second set of" factors therefore comes into consideration in
de01ding what planting plan to follow and these relate to the
working capltal available to the farmer and his estimate -of the
probable ‘market opportunities. G‘Ven a choice, villagers invariabuy
'state they prefer to grow the higher qualities“ofkrhce, if their ‘
land is suitable for it because there is greater profit in such a

harvest. But they also believe that 1t requires more fertilizer to:'
afl

grow the higher qualities, and their decision hinges on the avail~
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ability of capital at the planting season.. With a poor season
the prev1ous year or with usual sources of borrOWing closed to
him for one reason or another, the farmer Wlll choose t0 grow a
variety of average or low quality because, in his opinion; 1t w1ll
require less fertillzer to obtain a yield of normal expectations.
The price of fertilizer also enters as a variable in these calcu-'
lations, but since much of the fertilizer is purchased on credit or
by borrOWing the necessary funds, price Qg; se 1s a secondary
concern.. 7 o
P ?he anticipated price of the harvest hoNever, is important 1n

these pre ~-planting calculations. lhe prices of the various varieties
_ grown in the preVious year are carefully reViewed in informal |
.conversations in the Village, and a variety whioh brought a poor
“price relative to the others w1ll be av01ded. A very striking
~ instance of this occurred in the current year, 1958 when the
lﬂvillage planted almost no glutinous rice (ngg) at all. Glutinous
.rlce is regarded as a delicacy, and is used extenSively in the
Village festivals, both communal and familial as a sacrificial .
_offering. It is also used in the preparation of between meal snack
dlshes, to be.eaten by children, the sick and the aged.‘ In mostlw
years, 1t bring premium prices and is considered a high profit o
'variety, but 1n the crop year 19 5/ 1958 it sold at prices comparable'

to ordinary rlce of average quality. The experience Was enough to

_bring about a large reVersal of the preVious year”s pl”fﬁj”“
~and led to a muoh larger planting of other high quality varieties

than was typical of this V1llage. )

“.

L
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There are other examples of price corsciOusness in planning

' rthe forthcoming crop, as in the remark of one villager that the
farmers tended to limit their production ‘of the high quality

' varieties to some extent to av01d overaproduction that would weaken
the price° Poor farmers will grow the thh quality, high profit
varieties if they can finance them, and at the harvest will sell
them for caSh immediatelyl With the cash they will buy enough low
quality rice for family consumption through the coming year, for
they know that the price of rice w1ll advance as the next planting

~ 'season approaches. 'This does not represent a lack of desire to
hold cash as suchl‘hut rather provision for their staple food in
the form whlch w1ll be most economical to them, given the normal
and expected 1ncrease in its price over the course of a year. This
_is not true for all poor farmers, however because their chief
concern is to provide themselves w1th enough paddy for home
consumption. Many Wlll grow rice of average quality, which generally
.produces larger yields, and insure their rice supply in this way
.even though they could grow high quality rice. Those who do this
forego a chance to make a profit in moncy terus, but they do 80 -
because they fear they may somehow lose on the exchange of high
quality for lowo A natural conservatism ieads to a preference for
~that which is more assured and more predictab ‘e than an alternatlve
: ywhich has. a greater element of risk.”a |

Plow1ng and planting. - Hav1ng settled upon a planting deSign

which will take into account these tariables, the coming of the
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' raine permits the actual work.to begin. When thelground;has become
soft enough, £he farmers start the preparation‘of.the'seed bede;
lhls operation is undertaken with great care in order to brlng the
oomR051tlon of the soil to a wery flne consistency. Thls often
requires ohat a seed bed be plowed and harrowed, given a two-day
rest to ﬁair“ the soil, end phen plowed‘andlharrowed a_eecond time.
Iy somegcases; the‘sane plot.may_be harrowed five or six different
times It is also sometines rolled with long rollers which seem: 
to breek up the ground iurther and. leave it emooth for the planting.
When ‘the soll has been broken up. and worked into the desired
condition, most of -the water standing in the seed bed is drawn 0f£,
leaving a smooph,‘muddy.gurfaoe-on wh;ch:the eeed_wlllﬁbe_eown
Plowina, harrow1ng, and rolling are. done wlth ba51oally ‘wooden - .
implements drawn usually by”%hpelr,ofFwapep”pgffalo,_ The kind of
plow now in common&uee has a, métal plow-ehare, bnt the rest 1is .
made entirely of wood. The harrow looks much llke a large wooden
rake with short wooden teeth on 1&5broad orossbar, and 1t is ]

u,hltched to the team in such a, manner as to be drawn flat againet

Lhe=ground= Many . of the v1llagers own thelr own. buffalo and Lheir

‘-Town 1mplements, but those who do not mu={ rent tne plqwing and
harPOW1ng servige at rateﬁtgnd undey g'w i "siwqiﬁb aEpear

und ormly followed throy hou _,l part _-_a-village : lhe
UL Sk =3

:standapq wopgingjd%y foreu;pelrw@f

b

ﬂalois'five hours, from six

in the morning until eleven, and for this, plus the services of the-"
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owner as plowman and the uses of plow or harrow, the current charge
is sixty piasters. This limit e:' a five-hour day is designed to
protect the strength and general health of the wuffalo, but thé
farmers, too, complain of the heavy nature of this kind of work,
and seemingly welcome the limitation for themselves fully as much
as for their animals.

There is one other variation in the organization of the
plowing and harrowing work, open to the land owners who hire labor
to work their fields for them. Generally, these men own their own
buffalo and their-own'implements,_but hire farm labor to use them
on their land. For this they pay the straight rates for general
labor, i.e.; thirty piasters a day plus two meals, but théj stay in
the fields themselves to supérvise the work directly for much of
the working period. Nowhere was there evidence of cooperative'use
of 5uffalo; or pooling arrangemeﬁts'to:eliminate the need to pay
cash for plowing or harrowing services. |

The size of the seed bed seems to bear no special relationship
to the size af the rice fields. Sometimes the fiélds were twice
the size of the beds; but_in other cases the fields were thrée,-
four or more times larger: There Seemed to ba no general explanation
.for these differences; but:thé'moSt”piéUSible answers seem”tb‘bé
‘persdnal_pfeférence by ‘farmers fof'diffé?énﬁ'sizéréeéd'béds,'tbe
| availability of the type of land}regafde&faémeSt:Suitable,-and
‘individual SGédihg practices. However, the farmers in this village

| uée”&ﬁf?dximatélj one gia of rice seed'fdr every one and one-half
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hectare of mature rlce plants, which compares w1th the former ratlo
of three gla of seed for every one and one-half hectare of plants
whlch was typlcal durlné the perlod before the w1despread use of
:fertlllzero_ Thls type of ratio of seed to plants seems much more
widely used in estlmatlng the approprlate amount of seed to be sown
for a glven crop than the size of tre seedbed itself. 7

Bcfore sow1ng the seed rlce, the gralns are soaked in water.
and allowed to stand for two or t'ree days untll they begln to. |
g»,er.n;Lnate° Durlng thls tlme they are kept damp but do not stand
in water}l When they have begun to sprout they are ready to be sown,
-‘and at that t1me the seed beds are drained 80 that the sow1ng takes
place on earth that 1s muddy but not covered w1th watero lhe bed
is not allowed to flll w1th water untll the plants are well -
established, usually several deys after)sowlng o

In plOW1ng the seed bed prior to seedlng, the larmers tend to
prefer shallow plow1ng to deep plowlng, and try to limit the”depth

to around flve centlmeters. ThlS differs from thelr pract1=e

plOW1ng the - larger ftelds, but it essentlally reflects thv

ThlS means eaSler plow1pg;'

*-flrmly.

Ti

[and.whlle the seedllngs

are growing ler

1

splanted the farmer beglns to o

plow hls:maln fief’ _jOnce_egain'the cru01al problem of water
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intervenes to affect decisions on the timing of activity and cash
outlays. Ideally; the'steady, soaking rains'should have arrived by
early June, and the seedlings for the first crops of rice should
be ready for transplanting by the end of June or‘early Jnly. For
best plowing conditions, the farmers like the land to be moist and
. easy to handle; but.not covered with water. A good deal of plow-
1ng 1s done when the fields are completely covered with - ater5 but
this is regarded as a s1en that the farmer was caught by a sudden
heavy rain or was slow in getting his plow1ng started. In 1957,
as again in 1958, the rains came late, and alt?ough the seedlings
were ready for transplanting, the ground in the main fields was
otlll hard and dry. |

oome of the v1llagers began to plow their land, even though
it was still dry, in the hope that the rains would come and they
- could then begin to transplant 1mmed1ately. btill others began to
pull their seedlings in the hope of selling them in neighborlng
villages where some transplanting oould take place. When this was
_attempted however, a large portion of the seedlings wore destroyed
because the hard earth held them fast and pulling them out
destroyed the root systems. in addition many seedlings had acquired
- a kind of rot from staylng closely acked in the seed bed for too
Vlong a period. As a resu. t, few of the first seedlings were really
in salable condition and the market oxoortunlties for even fnese‘
_lwere extremely limited because the same dry conditions ‘were wide-

spread in the Long An area. In many cases, the village cattle wers
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allowed to graze in the seed beds, there belng llttle else to do-
J W1th the plants° Flnally, a few of the farmers who held lands
adJacent to the streams orlcanals attempted to irrigate their fields,
plow them; %nd then transplant. Once again the lateness of the
rains thwarted these attempts to save the crop, for the lack of
_raln kept the streams bracklsh and heavily salted. The transplanted
.seedllngs 1rr1gated with thls water promptly died. |

* These events v1v1dly illustrated how vulnerable the vlllages
in thls area are, and how critical is thelr deoendence on’ adequate
and tlmely water supplies. During the dry season the underground
supplles of water lle 80 far beneath the surface that it is not
feas1ble to think 1n terms of 1rr1gat10n wellsa The principal rlver
system to Whlch the streams and canals in the vlclnlty flow is the
.‘Valco, and since it 1s affected by tldes it is an unrellable _source
of fresh water through the year. Wlth only mlnimum amounts of raln,
the heavy clay soils of the v1llage remaln too hard to permit much
in 'the way of substitution of crops other than rice. . TWO or three
bad years in a row can ea81ly wipe out the meagerreserves of the
vlllagers and reduce their llvlng standards to piti;ully:low levels.

Dtlll glven thelr baslc resources there is little they can do on




1102

prefer to plow their fields at a depth of eight to ten centimeters,
although thisuis'bp no means unanimous. Some express.the belief |
that even deeper furrows would_be.desirable, but feellthat to plow
anyldeeper would‘be too great a strain on the draft animals and
the men. Others tend to regard the eight to ten centimeter dépth
as an optimum; tested OVer time and.justified by'extensive experi-
encer There is obv1ous concern zbout this problem of depth of the
furrow, and awareness that it can affect the size of the yield. A
common complaint raioed by those who must rent the animals and
plow1nv serv1ce from others ig thdt the hired SOerce 1s 1nferiori
to that performed by a farmer for himself. Those renting their
animals and labor w1ll try to minimize the effort and plow only
.half the desired depth unless closely watchcd bhallow plowing of
this kind 1s Widely believed to eifectively reduce the potential
yield of a: farmer?s crop Men who have conscientiously built a
1reputation for ploWing at proper depths are, therefore, in great
demand. | | ﬂ .

, The preparation of the main fields for transplanting 1s much
_less carefully done than for the seed beds.f Fields are plowed only
once, although they are harrowed tw1ce--once 1n each direction at
‘right angles to eachiother.m The length of time it takes to complete
ithe plow1ng and harrow1ng depends to some extent on factors such.
as the condition of the buffalo, the depth of the furrow, the
;condition of the soil the plow1ng skill of the farmer, and the

| speed at which he pushes hlS animals. However, a normally strong l '
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palr of buffelo_will be eble to plow one hectarerin five or eix.
daye according'to most of the eetimates which were mede. There:wes
rsomewhat greeter Varletlon in the estimates of the time requlred to
complete the harrow1ng, nnd the ‘answers here ranged from one to
-three dayo ptr hcctarea | |

thn the plow1ng and harrow1ng are completed the farmer must
: de01de the proper time to trensplant the seedllngs, assumlng that
condltlons are Tnormal® and thet some element of choice remalns to
‘hlm. Io a mlnor extent thls 1s tled to an 1nterpretatlon of omens;'
.ior the lunar celcndar llsts certaln days as unlucky or unpro-.,
pltlous of the conduct of affalrs. While the maJor concern is the
‘condltlon of the lend and the Seedllngs, if p0551ble, the farmer |
'Wlll av01d stdrtlng hlS traneplantlng on a day marked as unlucky on
the calendar.. Actually, there are not too many of these days spread*

throughout ‘the year,_and the av01dance of them will' not seriously

handlcap a farmer to the extent say, that it could jeoperdl
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two or three helpers -~ 8ons or hired lzborers -- are all that is
needed, but this varies w1th the size of the fields to be planted
“and the need for speed 1in getting the job done. Thea main part of
tht task is to uproot the plants, usually twenty to thirty at a
time,'and holding thein in a 51ngle bunch to slap them sharply
against the leg or foot to remove the loose mud that clings to the
- plantso This done, the farmer binds them together With a pieces of
straw Whlch he takcs from a bundle carried at the waist, and sets
"the plants in a neat central pile nearby. |

| One of the men in the group will be assigned the JOb of
carrying the plants to the rice iields, usually one of the younger
" nmen. Several bunches are then tied together and carted away on a
shoulder board. Once in thc field the young plants are left in
‘>51zeable piles scattered about the field in a pattern which will
.makc 1t convenient for the transpl nters to get them The fields
at this time are covered with water to a. depth of eieht to ten
centimetcrs in preparation for the transplanting. Out of the seed
.bed the young plants w1ll surV1ve for three days, and they are

oftcn uprooted one day and moved on the next. LeaV1ng them in the
SRy iy ‘ '
watcr of” the field however, offere some protection from the hot

sun of the delta. The uprooting and carrying to the field can
_thcrefore move faster than the transplanting with some margin of
afety for the plants. H

N Most of the transplanting done in the v1llage 1s carried out

'__by women and younw girls who organized into teams oi varying siZe
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again.depending on the size of the job, the need for speed. Somei'
farmers, working thL smallest fields, transplant with family labor
alone, but most of them, both tenants and landowners, hire trans~'
planting help. There is little_ev1dence of cooperation 1n this
institution'of transPlanting teameL: The girls are as51gned to work
in the fields by the organizer, who allocates their labor in accordu
.ance with the requests for work which he has received° He pays the
girls by the day, at rates which are lower than those paid to men
for general farm labor. ln reoent years, the typical daily wage
rate for transplanting has been fifteen to twenty piasters per day,
plus two meals. | | .
The usual work day for women is from six to eleven o?clock in
the morning and from two to five otclock in the afternoon. However,
women sometimes work in the fields well into the middle of the day,
or in the eveniné‘nntil duske The reason for this seems to be to'

flnlSh a small bit of remainlng work or to work longer at one time

{, iy

of the day to haVe free time at eome other. Assumlng the normal :

AT IR e} e S ‘;“-f:.

the water of.the paddy field iareusee .everywhore bending to the

LA s

task of settlng the plants in ‘the black OOze. Thell Conical hats i
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bob up and down in the steady rhythm of their work; their faces
arelalmost completely'hidden in the towels'they use to'protect
| themselyes'from the sun._'Vlllaéers'say it was once the custom to
.sing planting songs as they workedl but this practice has died out
in recent years. Lven without it; the scene rarely fails to attract
the painter or:photographer looking for somethingzwhich expresses
all that is typlcal and tradltlonal in the peasant world of |
boutheast A51a.- |

' There 1s a certaln amount of variation in the spaclng of the
plants because the women transplant them four at a time a single
pace apart, which works out to from elghteen to twenty-flvel
centimeters between plants. While the transplanting is going on,
most farmers are on hand much of the day to superv1se the work.
The organlzer of the transplantlng teams is respon51ble for the _
‘quallty of the work done by the women and Wlll personally supervise
"hls workers in the flelds EVen so, farmers complaln that the women
| sometlmes become careless and do not set the plants in the ground
flrmly enough or do not space the plants properly lhe pace of
the- work is well enough establlshed that there are no COmplalnts
about slowness or 1dllng at the JOb but, as 1n the case of plowlng
serv1ces, the concern is largely over careless and sloppy work

- The use of fertll:u.zers° - Once a fleld is plowed and harrowed

and the seedlinbs have been transplanted it recelves relatively

e

lllmlted care.' Small landowners and tenants and thelr famllles flnd

WOrk as laborers on the flelds of others whose flelds are not yet
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fuliy'prepered'or.trdnsplanted.h Because of the great dlfference
-w1th1n the v1llagc in terms of the varletles of rice grown, the
klnds of land avallable, and access o water for 1rr1gat10n and
therefore opportunltles for double cropplng, there is almost
contlnual act1v1ty from the time that farmers first begln to plant.
 While some farmers are transplantlng seedllngs,_others are Just
beglnnlng to prepare seed beds for the late-startlno longer—
maturlng varletles, stlll others are at the plow1ng and harrow1ng
' stage’ The act1v1ty of the v1llagers at thls stage shlfts from |
their own flelds to tho e of others and back, accordlng 0 the
partlcular phase of cultlvatlon 1n each but ‘the overall effect is
one of steady work on the crop in a v1llage-w1de sensea_L | |

| The s1ngle most 1mportant concern for the crop after trans-
_ plantatlon centers around the use of fertlllzer, and it ‘would be
'dlfflcult to overempha31ze the 1mportance ‘which the v1llagers attach
to th1s act1V1ty L The preclse date at whlch fertilizer was
1ntroduced into the V1llage cannot be flxed w1th accuracy, but 1n
~ the flfteen to twenty years durlng which it has been W1dely used
there, it has become thoroughly establlshed The farmers believe
.that it is 1nd1spensable to the success of thelr crop; fayorable'{
rcondltlons prevalllng, and 1t is used by aven the vcry poorest -

g it

-tenant farmers.“ Some V1llagers have stated that thcir land'has “

&chose to use 1nd1cates the complete acceptancs chemlcal fe?_illzers

_ have won.-s
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While use of chemical fertilizer 1s virtually universal the
manner in which 1t is applied reflects a number of 1nterrelated
con51derations. In questioning the villagers about their use of
fertilizer, 1t quickly became evident that their present techniques
are the result of local experimentation over time, rather than any
.spec1fic technical advice received. As far as can be determined
no study of the soils in the village has ever been made for the
purpose of recommending kinds or amounts of fertilizer to be used.
The merchants who first 1ntroduced fertilizer in the arsa may have
had some 1dea of what kinds would ‘be suited to the 001ls found
there, and perhaps oifered general advice on quantities to be
applled but this is all. Some 1mport1ng firms handling chemical
fertilizers have prepared pamphlets of 1nstruction in the use of
their products.; Unfortunately, these often use only the chemical
_“terms, and are probably not w1dely understood at all. Farmers.know
-only the brand names or commonly used general terms. .i‘. ;. o

Whatever the 1nstructions or condltions under which fertilizers
were flrot 1ntroducedd their present use 1n the V1llage represents

1 o i

an adJustment to past experience. Farmers are aware that the

) = ST

quality and comp051tlon of the SOll varies from place to place, and |

T

that all fertilizers do not periorm equally well in all 31tuations.

lOne ‘guch pamphlet is” issued by the Société Indochinoise de -
Potasse ¢t d'Engrgis Chimiques d'Extréme Orient, and is entitled _
Nhing 948u- CAn Bl t. Cho ' N8ng~Gia Vi&t-Nam (Some "Information '
- Uséful to Vietnamese Farmers). However, we found no_evidence -
‘that this Kind of material had éirculatéd in the village at
any. time._
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There is also a tendency to vary.the time at whlch the fertiliger
is applied, depending on the'kind of soil and the variety of rice
‘being grown on it. At present ‘the two klnds of chemical fertl-
llzer most commonly used are ammonium sumphate and phosphate
trlcalolque. The phosphate trlcalolque is regarded as the best
" for most areas, and it is by far the most popular Moreover, there
is a‘strong loyalty to particular brands, and fertilizers are
identified by their brand names rather than by their chemical
composition. | o |

The most popular brand is a phosphate trlca101que fertlllzer o
sold under the name Than _:_g (contalning 30 percent P2 05) in 1957
and precedlng years. Importatlon of this brand stopped in 1958 |
w1th the result that phosphate trlcalolque was aVallable in the |
local markets under the brand names Than Tal (contalnlng 30 peroent
P, 05) and lam Tal (containlng R5 percent Pz 05)' Parmers expressed
strong preference for the.Than ﬂ:_g, regretted that none seemed "T

available in 1956, but recognlzed that the Than Nong, Than Tal

and Tam lal were largely 1nterchangeable in all uses.‘ They never-'
‘ theless contlnued to speak of these as dlfferent klnds—of fertl—

llzer, and talked of alternatlng their applicatlen at oertaln tlmes

on the same crop to 1mpart sought foruproperties 1n7the1r rice

' plants._ lhe ammonium sulphate (20 peroent nit ogen) comes in at

'least two brands, Ghim and Tienj but

='1‘1"':3_'.-0cﬁ.lly by the

general term of d eg (sulphate S o
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Although the villagers.have carefully observed and compared
results in-arriving at their present methods of application, actual
use of chemical fertilizer depends heavily on finan01al con51der-
ations. A fermer may feel that he should use more than he does,
but settles for a smaller_quantity which reprosents all he can
finance by borrowing or from.savings. The villagers do not:ferti~
lize early in the growing season, S0 their need for fertilizer
come s late, at a time when their reserves of paddy or cash are at

the lowest level. In past years, the price of - fertilizer in the
local market has risen over AOO percent by the latter part of the‘#
grow1ng season, reflecting the very low elasticity of demand for
this product in this area. With prices r1s1ng S0 steeply, limited
cash resources or 1imited credit reduce the amount of fertilizer

a farmer can buy. Villagers are fully aware of this meteoric rise
in the price-mit has been a regular occurence for yearsu-but most
Jof them are powerless to anticipate or forestall it. The reasons
for this are dealt with more fully in the section on credit, but
'briefly, it seems due both to the efforts of merchants to take
advantage of short local supplies and to the nature of" the credit
: faCilities available to small farmers.T“The situation was sub-
stantially improved 1n 1958 when fertilizer became available in
the v1llage through two proerams of aid. These had the effect of
holding down the price of fertilizer 1n Tan An and other market

centers,lso that even those unable to benefit from the aid program -

directly had the advantage of an indlrect 1ncrease in the local
3
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msupply of fertiligzer. However, these programs may not continue
to function on a regular basis, in which case the relief granted
this year may have been.only'temporary. | |

Recognizing that. actual use depends partly~on past-emperience
and pertly-on financial factors,'ahd that these vary.with the
individuals‘cbncerned,gthere are some general patterns which the
~villagers follow in applying.chemical fertiligers. The most common
method seems to be one application of phesphate shortly after
transplanting and one application'of ammoni um sulphete_e month ‘or
so before the harvest. Some_very this by reducing slightly the
© amount of phosphate used after transplantation, and adding a secord
application midway in the growing season. The date for using the
ammoni wn sulphete is also subject to some Variation.‘ Farmers
described thelr preference in terms such as "just before ears of -
'grain appear," or "when the plants are about ohe'meter-high ".as"
well. asg "a month or so before harvest! and "just before the harvest.?
In some cases, farmersqmix the.phosphateuanduammonium sulphate;:
together,. in7a'ratioﬁe£,tweﬁthirds phosphate and one-third-émmonium
sulphate, and use it in a single-application at the'same:ﬁime:“the=i
ammonium sulphate is normally applied by itself, e,g. befere“the-
“harvest. This practlce, however, is limited to fields where the'“
lowest quality rice is being grown. . - . :t_'f_'Li ?5

-Most farmers mix the phosphate W1th rice husks, and also with-.
ashes when. these are aVallable.‘ The ammonium sulphate s~ not mixed

_w1th elther rice’ huaks or. ashes, but is scattered in the fields
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directly. There is a general feeling that:more'fertilizer,brings

larger crops, and that the villagers are not able to buy as much

as they could profitably use.. This attitude, coupled with the

. financial lihitations;already noted, brings wide swings ih_the
amounts used per farm per year. Specific examplés of use in this
case.are.not‘pafticularly meaningful, althOuthphey may be indica-
tive of what is done within a broad range;_ For example, some
report-they use as little as 100 kilos of phosphate and 25 kilos of
ammonium sulphate to the hectarey oﬁhers state they use 250 kilos- |
of phosphate ﬁnd'lSO,kilos of ammonium sulphate to the hectare.

The ratio between phosphate.and ammonium sulphate, howevér, genefally
ranges between two t0 one and three to one, with relatively more
phosphate being ﬁsedAOn.thengood land and relatively more ammonium
sulphate going. into the poorer;iand.

. Before. the introduction of chemical fertilizers, the villagers
sometimeS;usedxa-mixture of buffalo_manure,‘ashes, straw and dead
leaves'dnutheirqricegfields, although it is hard to estimate the
extentwtofwhichathis was. done: =Thesé-'natural fertilizers are not
now used to supblement qhgmicalﬁfeftiliZers in_the riceufields;.tv-
although,they,are.still-used*iﬁafiliégqigardens;- Gontrary‘to;theu>
=practioe=in-much,or_Asia;kvillggeréfhavéwﬂéver:ﬁsed.night sedll in
'fields, and use it only to a limitedgexténtﬂon$théir gardéhs. Most
 _farmers_dQ not useiit at all. This seems to-be.dugjmbre to limited
availability thanfto{objedtions oﬁ-grouﬁds.of;health or cultural "

) 'inhibition.g.Rrgsentndayuusengf'animal manureﬂissrestricted to the
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" quantity they can collect themselves, and villagers do not buy
largetamounts from otners. In'fact, there is some surplus in the
village which is sold for use in the vicinity of Mytho, where
gardening opportunities are greater. '

Water control. -- In addition to the application of fertiliZer,

which does not require a great'deal of work time despite its

" importance in the minds of the villagers, only one other activity
is considered critically important between the time of transplanting
and the time of'harvesting}l This is the control of the level of
water in the fields, and the farmers hold definite opinions on

~ what the proper level should be. If the rains continue steadily
through' the months of‘a‘ndrmal'rafny'season:“water.oontrol'becomes
a relatively simple matter’bf;permitting'itfto drain ‘away until
the proper level is reaohed,'aronnd ten centimeters in depth. The
villagers believe that more'Water~than this will Prevent*the fulll
‘growth 'of the rice plants, less than this will cause the plants to
.dry out .- If ‘the rains ‘are too generous, the drainage problem can
‘become’ serious beCause the water level 1n the streams and canals

" will rise ‘to that of the adjaceht fields. _5”-“; o

In recent years, hOWeVer, the problem has been that of too

r#leVel An the fields ‘water

little rain, and to maintsi’ th pﬁbb
.'“mustrbe 1ifted from streams and canals'by’sOme'meohanical means. -
Threé msthods are 14 Usé at’ "i-,hfé*‘pff‘egént‘ :‘"{";-’\ifrie--"-the "s;-coop or basket
Iift”(gﬁg): the water wheel (gwglgnddc), and, for the past two

_'yeafs;*ans gasolinehpnhpa' The use of each of these is essentially-
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a function_of the kind of water problem an individual_farmer happens
to have, although ‘use of the automatic pump is also.related to .
ability to rent a service which is quite costly, |
If the water has to be. raised a halfnmeter in height or less,
from source to the field itself, the locally made, wooden water
l_wheel.isrthe most efficient and economical means available;at the
'present_time. .Its use is somewhatlinflexible,ghoweVer, because .
_the diameter of the wheels_mostzcommonly_-madefin the village and
the surrounding area will permit a maximum 1lift of only one~half
meter. When the level of the streams or canals drops, or where
the fields to be irrigated are particularly high, other methods
~ become necessary._ Traditionally, this‘has meant using the scoop or
basket lift, operated either by one or two men. .. | 7
| In onefmandoperation, a long triangular scoop:is_suspended

jfrom.a tripod and but in place over the_source‘of water{iilhe‘
operatorgstands.behindthe_sooop:and.literally shovels.theawater_
into the irrigation‘ditch which.leadsntorhisifields.__The“height to
which_waterloan be liftedbythis_devioe_is;limited.bybthe_height
of the tripod from which the scoop is hung. , Generally, this will
be a little higher than the ‘water wheel but it is less efficient
than the basket lift operated by two. menr This latter conSists .
of a single oonioaltbasketf Waﬁs?P?QQE?Q;HiFh shellac, with double
_ ropes attached to each side., The'operators stand on high'ground
next to the source of water, usually on a bunding, and dropping the

basket into the ‘water they W1ll fill it lift it .and then sWing
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it so that it empties into the higher fields. The men.work in
unison, the basket suspended midway between them on the ropes that
each one holds. They work rhythmically, quickly, and with apparent
ease. The whole operation resembles children turning the ends of
a skipping rope,.the differenoe being that the'rope in this case
never makes a complete revolution. The height to Whlch water can
be raised by thls method is llmlted by length of the ropes attached
to the basket, and the distance separating the two men who operate
it. Still it is effective under most situations. The chief draw-
‘back is its elowness, and the greater phyeicai effort needed to
irrigate a given piece of land. | _

The main contribution of the mechanical pump so far has been
as a substitute for the scoop or basket 1ift. The'length of the
" intakKe hose on the pump gives it the flexibility needed to raise
the water to any height'needed. The capacity to deliver water is
limited by the diameter of the‘hoee,dbut it requires no human
‘effortzbeyond that needed to oarry'it'to the water source. On
fields located some distance from the water Source, it ‘can throw a
stream of water farther and with far greater force than other methods.
"It is also the most expensive way to irrigate ~= the Bingle pump |
available in the v1llage rents at a rate of sixty piasters per hour.
Despite its cost, however, it is in almost constant use during
 times when its partlcular features are needed.
Comparlng the mechanical pump with the. water wheel under those

COndltions where the water wheel can operate, the latter currently
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gives superior performance. The capacity of the water wheel could
be changed by alterlng the dlameter of the wheel and w1dth of the
splllway, but, even with the dlmen51ons of those commonly in use,
it can lift more water per time period (e.g., an hour) than pumps
with a hose diameter of ten centimeters. This means not only a

. faster irrigation job .bnt cheaper one as well. rThe operation of
a, water wheel generally requires two teams of two men each. A

team pedals the axle of the wheel thus turnlng the wheel, and the
blades attached to the wheel llft a steady stream of water into a
'splllway wh;ch_emptles 1nto_the higher field. _lhe alternate team
rests while.the first is at work-and the'teams enchange each hour
during‘the_working_day-~ This‘type of work is-consldered heavier
than general.farm_labor, and;lshtherefore_paid at a slightly higher
‘daily wage rate. _Reportsron.thislyary,but the most commonly quoted.

- wage is 4O¢VN a day_plus”twoymeals. Assuming an eight-hour day,

. the cost of lifting_water by‘water_wheel would be 160$VN plus the

cost of elght meals._ Elght hours rental for the mechanlcal pump

would cost ASO@VN, and the volume of water llfted would be less than
ﬂ_that of the water wheel again assumlng the capacities which prevalled
~in the v111age at. the time of the study Clearly, the mechanical
-'pump offers no advantages, other than the saving of physical labor,
‘in those 81tuatlons where a, water wheel can be used ‘

Village farmers use several methodsrto get water from the source |

‘ to where it is needed. When the fleld to be irrlgated 1s next to

the stream there 1s _no problem and the water is spllled dlrectly

/
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into it. But when the fields are located some distance éway; the
probedures become more complex. Sometimeslthe fields closest to
the stream or canal are irrigated first, and the bundings sepa-
rating them from the field to be irrigated are breached so that

the water may pass ffom the first field to the one beyond it. At
other times, a temporary narrow trench will be built by mounding
up & new bunding parallel to the more permanent one. The water is
then pumped or spilied into this trench and carried to the distant
field. This method has the advantage of enabling the water to be
brought to the far field more quickly, since it does not require
filling one field to irrigate.another. i1t has the disadvantage,
however, of requiring the work necessary to build the temporary
bunding. Also the owners of the fields closest to the water source
~ are sometimes opposed to having these built in their fields;

| Maintaining the proper levels in the different fields requircs
a certain degree of common planning and common agreement. Irrigating
~only the high flelds, and then letting them drain into the_lower
radjoining fieldsto provide an optimum level of water in all, would
minimize the costs of irrigation in terms of both physic:al-e:f‘for't'=
and money outlay., Cdordination, however,'is not always éccomplished
smoothly. Village officials say there arélnumerous'disputes each
year over water problems. Although village records do not support
their statement, they say that many of these disputes are brought
to the wvlllage council for settlement. Still, -considering the
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importance of water to_the‘success of the rice crop, together with

pattern. of conflicting land claims and varying land use, friction.
.over water uselseems inevitable, particularly in view of the |
relatively.weak sense of cooperation and community identifipation
evidenced in this and;cher;villagé activities.

Other types of intermediate gare. ==- Applying fertiligzer and

mgintaining the proper level of water in the fields are the main
concerns during the growing seasan, but‘some,fafmeré also spend
time repairing bundings and doing a minimum amount of weeding;
Villagers say. that many of the fields in the village never require
weeding, and obéervation_chfirms,this claim. Fields in this
category appear,néabuand well tended, althouéh-nothing in particu-
lar has been done to keep them that way. Even if weeds grow, farmers
do not bother to take bhem out ifrthe,water level in.the fields is
high,, With adequate water they feel.that”the rice'plants,will Zrow
~even with weeds.~AIf'th@ywater‘;evel is. low,. however, farmers will
- weed.the.fields, once, when the rice plantsqar§¢about.one and oneQ
:ha1f to_two.feet;;all.; It would: be. very difficult to weed after
this, but when the water is down-mhéufarmers~feel one weeding is
;,necessary.to;protecﬁ=thair crop. What weeding is done is,performed
by women,:.and ‘the:weeds. themselves are used as fodder when collected.
.- In gddition to weedinégia ¢ertain,amount_oi,time is devoted to
»se_tt'ring .t‘he: young ‘p,l,a;nt_s. mo:re;,.‘figgmly in -t_he .earth ‘a',f_tefr; t.he_utreins-
planting has ‘been completed. . The transplanters do.not always

exercise uniform care when setting out the plants, and after a few
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days some of them become loose and require extra attention to root
them more flrmly in the field._ A week or ten dayseitertranﬂﬂanting,
the plants that have failed to survive, due either to plant disease
or to ‘poor handllng are replaced with new young plants. 'While the.
need for replacement may vary a good deal a certaln amount 1s always
necessary. ‘The time spent on this seems to average two to three

'days per hectare.

Tvpes of crop damage..—- Weeding is not con51dered a particu-
larly 1mportant problem at the present time, but village farmers |
are becomlng 1ncreaS1ngly concerned over two sources of Crop
damage——insects and plant disease- Thc Chlef 1nsect damage is
_caused by a small gresnrw1nged insect about the size of a rice
grain known locally as the con ray, and by a small worm or borer;
known by the general terms con sau or con bg In 1ts adult stage
the ;ay attacks the leaves and stem of the rice plant the worm -
lives inside the stem and gradually rots the plant. Older farmerc”
say that there was no trouble from 1nsects twenty or more years ago
and seem to fecl that insects became more numerous about the time

KR

they first began to use chemlcal fertillzerrm

They say they do not

believe that the fertllizer is entlrely a'sponsible and would not

Hgive up the use of fertillzer as a means of ellminating 1nsects,
but they haVe noted an apparent coincidence of these two factors.
The villagers have no traditional remedies to control 1nsects, and:

_before 1nsecticides were 1ntroduced 1nto thls part of Viet-Nam they

rslled on sudden and very heavy rains to r1d the1r fields of 1nsects
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The use of chemical 1nsect1CLdes is of very recent’ origin--
really w1th1n the last two years. ‘At the present time 1t isg used
only by the more progrcssive farmers who generally have large
cultivated areas to protect. Small farmers say insect damage in
their fields is too slight to worry about and they have not used
| 1nsect1c1des Very extensively.: The 1nsect1cides used are purchased

in bulk from the market in T&8n An. The Fundamental Education=0enter

has placed a portable sprayer at the disposal of the villagers el

.but a51de from this there has been no speclal effort to either
encourage or instruct the farmers in the use .of 1nsect1cides. o
From the experience of thc past two ycars, ‘the 1nscct1c1des are
effective against the con ri ; -but not against the con. .88u. - The
villagers believe this is because the con sfu stays protected
Ainside the stem of the plant while the con E;I is more exposed
Some farmers, however, remain dubious that the 1nsecticides are .
effect1va against either.'"wwmf | | |

The only plant disease that has been troublesome is a rust
known by the Vietnamese term. tim,‘ Where this strikes, the leaves
of the rice plant turn brownlsh-red in ¢olor and plants affected
fail to mature. It was particularly severe during the 1958-1959
growing season and an estimated seventy percent of village fields
‘were. hit by it.. lhe result - “Was a v1llage—w1de average -decreade.in*
yield to one ~half of normal amounts, with even greater loss in
indiv1dual cases The combined effect of lack of rain and late. ¥

rain, w1th a corresponding reduction in opportunities to grow two



121

crops, and the attack of tim has been disastrous for many. Fields
located near streams of along the main highway (where there is more
water than elsewhere) seem to be less affected than fields located
elsewhere in-the“village,'but all varieties of rice have been
susceptible and the incidence of the disecase does not seem related
to such factors as fertilizer use or plowing depths.

The villagers do not know the cause of the disease, but they
do have several explahations for it. One:is that it is related to
the time of transplanting. Fields transplanted early in the season
do not sSeem - to be affected as much as those plénted later. When
the rains arrive late in the spring the transplanting is delayed,
and these fields seem affected to a greatér extent. This would also
be consistent with the observation that the fields close to water |
are relatively free of infection; since these would be the first
fields planted. ‘Another explanation is that the disecase is caused
by groﬁnd that is too cold.™ This does not refer to the tempera-
ture:bf the air, which is hot and sunny for the growing-seasdn, but
to thé temperature of the ground which, in some unexplained way,.
was thoﬁght to be unusually cold during the night. Still another
linked the plant disease with the damageicause&'by the con giu,
and’others held that atomic bomb testing was partly responsible. -

. It is significant thet plant disease and insect damage were
never llnked to the- specific actions of supernatural forces, and
thero was no reliance: on ritualistic remedies as a prlmary defense

against them. There does Seem to he a strong belief that these
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kinds of crop damage can‘be;controllgd“by means known to foreign
. technicians, and that their cause lies in the soils, the weather,
the farming methods, or some similar factor.

. Jgst;as there 1s no common understanding of the cause, there .
is no agreemen£ on the remedy to be applied. For the most part,
villagers do not‘attempt to do anything to stop the disease. A

f%wlhave_tried increasing the amount of fertilizer, but without
noticeable-effect._‘Theuﬁispase'is a relatively new thing, and
fpeople_are‘just beginning fo_appreciate the damage it can bring.
lt?impacﬁhon the village during the 1957-1958 growihg'season_was
_guch;less‘than 19561959, and before that the disease was of minor
~ importance. Its suddén and grippling effects on production have.
| aroused a great des¢;é;for knowledge to combat the diaéase,land
while villagers resign themselves to,the‘fact'that'their present
knowledge is inadequate, almost every conversation brought. a request
| for out31de -help. _ _ |
Harvesting, -~ The first crops to. be harvested have usually

ripened by miqg@qppemgeriand;froma;his‘dgtezpn,harvestingmis &nJ
almost{continﬁal agtiyity‘thrpughpu@;pbe?yilla&%,LQThe;Qrgau;zatiOn
of this. Snge,of.brqduction iS,-aSﬂiﬁthaueér%iﬁﬁwﬂﬁ%&ﬁ?rgassenﬂ
tially an iﬁdividual household affaif1J This~d6es not: lmply that. -
:familles rely excluSlvely on the labor supplied by, famlly members,
_but it. does mean that harvesting is not a communlty-wide or

coope:gpiy@¢a££a1r as ;b;lstnormally-garr;ed out..
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If a family cannot provide enough labor to complete the

| harvgsting by itself, it will hire additional“iabor for the job.

In doing so, however, it will not apply through the labor groups
used to obtain transplanting labor, but will choose and hire
~directly. Farm lébor is paid in kind at harvest time, and the rate
 0£ pay is one gia of paddy for each ten gla that a harvest team
cuts and threshes.’-Outside'of'renﬁ payments and the bride price,
this is the only important nbn—monetary payment regularly made in
the village at the present time.

A harvesting team usually coﬁsists of three persons, although
in‘small fiélds:there“maytbe fewer than this énd'in large fields
there may be several teams. The team divides into those who cut-
the grain aﬁd'bne'who threshes it'on‘the'spot. Threshing is done
by both'men and women. Reapers cut the plants one -at a time, and
then;place~fifteen to twenty plants tdgether in a large bundle for
the thresher. o

Depending -on whether the harvest will be threshed by hand or
by buffalo, the reapérs_use'one'of*tWo‘kiﬁds.of sickle for their
work. A small curved sickle is most commonly used'becauééfit is
functionally related to the more prevalent hand threshing. It is
crudely fashioned, set in a rough wooden handle, énd*haé'a'blade no
~more than elght or nine.inches in length. If threshing is to be
done'by-bﬂffalo}'thé:grain'is éut shorter,{néar‘to~the'éars, aﬁd&a“
longer bladed sickle of unique design is used.- The blade is -

attached to the handle in-a " type connection, and ‘the gtem is
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literally wrapped around_the blade as it is Cﬁt.i.Actually, the
sickle is replacing the other implement because the'hand threshing
technique, which has become almost universal, requires a longer
stem on the plants; and the sickle can cut closer to the ground.
-ThreShing-iS~done in_the-fields themselves, which ié a change
from the traditioﬁal method in which the grain was brought to the
~house .and threshed in the farmer's yard by buffalo. A few families
- 5till use this old method, but they are a-véry small minority. The
newer threshing device consists of a wooden sledge~-a hard wood
-,andabamboo‘frame about five feet long, set on wooden ruhners. Réed
mats are placed.inside this on the bottom and around each of the
four sides disthe sledge. A wooden grill is then sét,inside ther 
box formed by the,four“sides,-and about four or five inches from
- the bottom, The thresher picks up_aubundle of,grain, holding the
ears of_grain»away from him, and swings the bundle down partially.
on the edge of the sledge and parfially.on the woodén‘grill, .By
ufbeatinggthe_grain.in-this way, the kernels of paddy are jarred loose
~and. fall through the grill onto the mat thch-linea»the Qoﬁtpm;
Usually three or four swWwings: are necessary to get enoughigrain
_from\eéch‘byndle to satisfy the thresher.u”Singéuhe~is,paid in kind
in proportion .to the amounﬁ_he harvests, it is to . his.direct .
'advéntage;to.get‘as.much'fromuthe threéhing process. as,.possibles
'_Finally;.ﬁ screen of mats seven,or*eight feét hiéh is placed around
three §idqsuoﬁrthe slédge to block the.wiﬂd.and=grevent,grain from_.

‘being bqun¢QHt19f‘Fﬁe. sledge during the threshing. Travelling
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throﬁgh the couhtryside at harvest time;'the visual efféct is one
6f numerous small saii'boats”bobbing about a brownish-yellbw Sea.

It is difficult to estimate the efficiency of the threshing
undéf these bonditiohs. BExamination of sheaves of grain that have
been threshed shows that many retain a few good gfains. This loss
is partially offset by t?@ work of the gleaners who comb the'fields
)for stalks with grain.st%ll on them, and thereby reduce some of the
waste even though the fafmer hiﬁself does not regain it. The
gleaners are usually children from the village, together with a few
old peoplé'frOm the poorest families. Farmers 8o not réstrict this
abtiﬁity;"and it is not reserved for any families or-groups in’
particular. The traditional method of threshing with buffalo insures
a larger-yield,.but‘it alsé increaéés the'propoftidﬂ'of empﬁy husks
included. For this reason, paddy threshed with buffalo brings a
‘lower price per gig.

As the paddy collécts in the threshing s1édge; it is emptied
regularly and measured by standard containers of One gig (40 liters).
After.meaSuremént, to determine the amount to be paid the harvesters,
‘thézpaddy is emptied into baskets and carried to‘the'farmef's“hOméi
to be dried. Women ot giris,'uSually ﬁembers oflthe'family,;do the
carrying. . o
‘ As the padanis measured, a small amOunt'may'spill onto the
ground. - Some attempt is made to clean‘this:ﬁpjbéforé removing the
paddy, but it is usually possible to tell ‘Where “the grain was

'ttrénéferredferﬁ’measﬁre'to'basket bj'thé.kernélS'WHich'femaih on
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the ground. This would indicate that even though life is hard and
living standards low, acute hardship ie‘nncommon in the village.
Another eign of this_is.that culti#ation does.not extend to all
areas in”the rillage which could grow something. Also, the rice
_ etraw‘that remains after threshing is often dispoeed of casually.
If the farmer'does not own buffalo; or 1f he has more than enough
straw to meet his needs for fodder, he may glve the straw to anyone
who wants it and w1ll carry it away. Some_farmers.sell the straw,
but, many do not bother.: |

A good three-man harvestlng team can produce from elghteen
to twenty gra of paddy per day, working from six to eleven o'olock
_in.the_morningiandktwo_tofive_o‘clockﬂin the_afternoOn{ The men
,‘exohange the job.ofdthreshing,beoause it is tiring work, and an .
effort-is_made to keep_the threshing at a pace which matchea the
reapers. In large fields more than one team must be used to complete
the job_within a fewhdays' time. When the_grain“is ready for
- harvest, a' sudden rain may flatten the crop, leaving the fieldﬁa
uutangled_mat.ofhp;ants,‘ ThiS-causes no comncern, and“is not

considered a'serious problem. ‘There may be small.losses of grain,

- and the reaplng may be a bit more difficult ~but. the. farmers do

not fear sp01lage or rot in the flelds. Slmllarly, grain may be_:

;cut and left in the fleld for a day or so, even when the fields are

wet, without fear of damage.l - o .: : o |
When the paddy arrives at the house of . the farmer, it is drled

Jbefore 1t is stored _ Most houaes have,a_drying snrface;rn_fronteof

A
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" the house for this purpose. If the family is well-to-do, it will
be made of brick or’cement, but if the family is poor it will be

‘ simply‘a smooth, ralsed surface of dried earth. The drying prooess
is a simple one of raking the paddy over and over under the bright
sun until the farmer feels it has attained a uniform degree of dry-
ness. Many villagers have abandoned the practice of winnowing.the
paddy, and the raklng constltutes the only cleaning it gets. This
is not as effective as w1nnow1ng, but it is easier. Crude win-
nowing is done by the simple expedient of standing on a chair and
letting the paddy'slowly pour onto the ground. The wind oatches
the chaff and blows it to one side, leaving a pile of clean paddy'
directly in front of the person'performihg the operation. Some of
the wealthier_farmers own hand-operated'winnowing machines, but
they are available to only about 15 percent of the ‘village house~-
'holds. These machines are constructed locally of wood, and perform
the most thorough cleaning job of all methods uged. Clean paddy
brlngs a sllghtly hlgher price, but this is offset by the fact that
thorough cleanlng reduces the volume.

- After the paddy ig dry enough to satlsfy the farmer, it is
stored inside the house-in cyllndrical bins made of" reed mats.
Storage practlces, however, are not uniform. In some houSes,
fefforts7ere made to protect the paddy'fromfdampness-bf'providing a
nat floor, a layer of rice straw or, even better, a ‘raised’ wooden -
floor that rests on wood or brlck supports. Many farmers niake 1o

effort to prov1de ‘8 protectlve layer for thelr paddy, and s1mply pour
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" the paddy onto the bare earth floor inside the mat bins. Neverthe-
less, there is apparently very little spoilage of paddy, although
there is some.loss due to rodents and to the fact that chickens are
- allowed free access to the storage bins. |
Seed rice is carefnlly set aside at this time for use the
foiiowing year, and the farmers select the best of.the paddy for
seedrpurposes.' This method of obtaining seed.does not seem to have
had any adyerse.effects on productivity or quality. However,lit
perpetuates.an_abundance,of varieties, and the absence of standard-
izing tendencies may have long-run effects on the kind of rice which
i-Viet-Nam_can_provide for the export market. ‘
Ricewmerchants complain‘that farmers often do not drr their
paddy properly w1th the result that the rice which is milled from
it has a high percentage of broken grains. Improper drying is
partly_due_to the pressure to sell paddy, which manyifarmers-feeli
'The need for cash can be extremely acute at harvest time, and |
farmers are apt to hurry ‘the drying in order to sell at the first
opportunity. However, it may also be dus to ignorance of the fact

that improperly dried paddy results 1n poor milling.

The second crop. -~ The planting and care of a second crop of .
rice parallels that of the first, with a few minor cxceptions. c:f‘
_ gihere is no. plow1ng and harrowing of the fields beforse. transplanting.
_thc second crop, for example. Instead the farmers use a roller_
whidh knocks over the stubhle remaining from the first crop and

the fields are then transplanted withont:any further preparation.
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Villagers also allow a little extra time to complete the trans-
planting hecavse extra care is exercised in handling the plants.
Since the first crop has removed some of the fertility of the soil,
a second crop requires larger amounts of fertilizer than the first,
and farmers exXplain that for this reason a second crop costs more
to produce. In allrother respects the steps involved in production
are the same for both crops.

The decision to grow a second crop is not always simply tied
to the question of adequate water supply or level of field. A
second crop is considered by most villagers as a very risky venture
that frequently fails to cover the marginal costs. More fertilizer
is needed, which means drawing on cash accumulations or finding new
credit. If the rainy season is shorter than normal, thefe will be
larcze costs for irrigation to carry the crop through to harvest and
this will be a further drain on cash or credit. The yields of a
second crop are also generally lower than the first--ten to fifteen
percent lower--and only the average of low guality varieties of rice
can be grown‘as a second crop. These factors taken together mean
that the marginal revenues for a second crop are lower at a time
when the marginal costs are rising. Add to this the risks of crop
damage dve to increased likelihood of plant disease, insects or
water shortage and you have a prospect which, for many far ers, is
too uncertain of success. The result is that the village as a

whole can produce more rice each year than it actually does.
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the description of the major activities within the production
cycle is now complete. &s the lunar new year approaches, more
and more ficlds turn to brown stubble, and the buffalo and cattle
again graze widely for bits of vegetation which may still remain.
By tiarch there are still some fields that have not been harvested--
the low fields where a second crop has been planted. But these, too,
are soon done, and the dry season sets in once again with its
burder of inactivity, boredom, and for some, hardship. It will be
three or four months until the rains begin, and seven months until
the first harvest of the new season. For those who have had a
poor ycar, the wait will be a long one.

vosts of productign. -- The preceding section has described

the production process in terms of techniques used, timing of
differcent operations, and the general organization of production.
gut tnis leaves a picture that is incomplete because an important
elemsnt, production costs, has been omitted. Howevef,iit is
difficult to get accurate estimates of cost for several reasons
which must spring easily to mind. For one thing, farmers do not
keep reccords of cash outlays and any cost data based on direct
intervisws would have to depend on their ability to recall past
expense<s. It is true this method was used to estimate the special
non-proouction expenditures during a year (see Chapter VIII), but
it still has obvious drawbacks. Another factor is the ysar to year
variation incosts due to differences in the volume of rainfall,

avail~bility of credit, or the price of fertilizer.
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TABLE 4.1

ESTIMATRED COSTS OF RICE PRODUCTION

-PER HLCTARE, VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU, 1958

LS e e S e A e A T - - L - T -1

Landowners i Tenants
Category of Cost With Without |With = Without
NACO2 NACO NACO2 NACO
Loan Loan3 Loan Loan’
Payments in Cash:
1. Plowing-6 days at 604/day 360 360 360 360
2. Harrowing-1l day at 60¢/day 60 60 60 60
3. Transplanting-10 days at 20y/day 200 200 200 200
k. Uprooting, Carrying-5 days at
304/ day 150 150 150 150
5. Irrigation-8§ days at 40¢/day 320 320 320 320
6. Misc. Labor-6 days at 30¢/day 240 240 240 240
7. Transporting Paddy-2 days :
» at 20¢/day i0 40 40 LO
8. Fertilizer: L
(a} Ammonium Sulphate-100 kilos™ 350 350 350 350
(b) Phosphate Tricalcique -200 kilos 480 480 480 480
9. Interest--2000¢ loan for 6 mos. 120 #.00 120 600
10. Taxes 98 98 - -
Total Cash Payments 2,418 2,898 2,320 2,800
Payments in Kind:
1. Transplanting-Food at 20¢/day 200 200 200 200
2. Uprooting, Carrying-Food at
20./day 100 100 100 100
3. Irrigation-Food at 204/day 160 160 160 160
L. Misc. Labor-Food at 20§/day 160 160 160 160
5. Transporting Paddy-Food at
204/day 1 O 40 40 40
6. Harrowing-9 percent of yield 540 540 540 540
7. Rent-25 percent of yieldl -— - 1,500 1,500
Total Payments in Kind 1,200 1,200 2,700 2,700
Total Costs 3,618 4,098 5,020 5,500

lOne hectare is assumed to yield 120 gia of paddy, and one gia

of paddy is wvalued at 504VN.

Interest on NACO loans is 12 percent per annum.
Interest on private loans is estimated at 5 percent per month.
Based on fertilizer prices, T&n An, December 1958.
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It therefore scemed preferable to make cost estimates by
separating rice production into different functions, assigning
representetive labor time cstimates to cach of them, and adding
éstimutqs for other categories of cost which are based on general
knowl :dge of village pracéices with respect to credit, rent and
fertiiizer use. It was easier to obtain agreement among farmers
on the amount of tima'spent on"plbwing a Hectaré of land,.for
cxamplz, than for them to understand and reﬁly accurately to
questions which dealt with money costs of production. What emerges
from this is an estimated per hectare cost to a farmer operating
under assumed "normal% or "typical" conditions, and divided into
cash, non-cash znd imputed categories. As such, it provides an
opportunity to examine the relatiwve importancé'of different kinds
of costs, and the beginning of an inéight into'the'factors which
account for living standards in the village.

Fhe estimates given in Table 4.1 show the range of costs which
farmers may encounter, depending on whether they are landqwners or
tenants, and whether they borrow money privately or through the
governdent program of agricultural loans. 3irce all other costs
arce held constant as between the major categories of landowner and
tenant, the comparison in all cases shows the advantage held by
landowners. For example, a tenant's actual cost of production is
probubly 40-50 percent higher than a landowner's by virtue of the
fact that he must pay rent. This can also be considered the

opportunity cost of the landowner, but it does not mean any out-of-
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pocket payments by him. Rent is considered a fixed cost here
because is it a contractual amount, based on one-quarter of the
estimated yields in normal years, and payable in kind at the end
of the harvest. This type of cost estimate has been used in

Table 4.1, although there is some reason to beliz:ve that the actual
rents which tenants pay are five to ten percent higher than the
official rent ceiling.2 Taxes on the land, here based on the tax
rate for M"exceptional grade® (ngoai hang) land,.obviously do not
begin to compare with rent as a major element of cost.

The importance of interest as a cost of production is also
shown by these estimates. The amount estimafed as a "typical" loan
figure, 2,0004VN, is the median amount which farmers in this
village borrowed from the National Agricultural Credit Office
" (NACO), as shown by village NACO loan records. It is impossible
to get a clear measure of the volume of private lending for crop
production‘alone, since private credit transactions often involve
borrowing for several purposes at the same time. In any event, the
figure of 2,0004VN is a conservative minimum estimate of borrowing
by those farmers who must borrow. A conventional private loan of
2,0004VN would bear an inﬁerest charge of 6004VN for a six month
period, making it the third largest cost item; surpassed only by
rent and fertilizer. A NACO loan for the same amount and same
period of time would cost only 1204VN in interest, reducing this

to the least expensive cost item except for taxes.

2See section on land rental and agrarian reform above.
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Interest and rent, méjor concerns of the peasant farmer in
most undeveloped areas of the world, begin to fall into pérspective
on the basis of cost estimates such as these. Together, they
comprise nearly 40 percent of the costs of the "typical“ tenant
farmer who relies on private loans, but who is assumed to have the
advantage of a 25 percent rent ceiling. If the interest rates,
amount of loans, or actual rents are greater, and other costs are
considered irreducible minima in each case, this importance is
obviously greater. At the other extreme, the small landowner who
has access to government credit pays interest and taxes amounting
to only 6 percent of his total costs of production.

I'he cstimates assume that the yield of the M"typical® hesctare
is 1%v gia of paddy, and that this paddy sells for 50#VN per gia.
This is a somewhat lower estimated yield than the average or median
figurcs given on the rent contract records, but the lattep figures
are probably scomewhat high. The price used is the price villagers
reported they were receiving for paddy of average quality iﬁ |
December, 1958.. The net returﬁ, in money terms, to the "typical®
farmer therefore ranges from around 2,3004VN per hectare for the
landowner having access to NACO credit, to only SOO#VN per hectare
for the tenant farmer who was forced to borrow privately. The
accuracy cf the picture presented here can be tested-only by
relating to income from other sources and the composition of family
expenditures, but as a first approximation it seems clear that

rice [erming alone is an insuffic ent way to earn a livelihood for
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a small tenant farmér. It can barely provide his family with enough
rice to meet their consumption needs for the year, let alone provide
him with the cash outlays for foed and other consumer items that
his family budget indicates he actually spends.

Another check on the cost estimates presented here is to
coripare them with cost figures for rice production in other parts of
Southeast Asia. A recent study of a village in Thailand3 provides
cost figures on both weight and area of land bases. For example,
the average cost of 1 tang of paddy is given as 6£7Vgghg.4 Using
the conversion ratios of 1 tang equal to 1l kilos, and 20 baht
aqual to $1US, thié puts the cost of 1 kilo of Thailand rice at
3.1 cents US. For a comparable measure of the cost of rice in
Khanh Hau, the figures in Table 4.1 can be converted by the ratids
of 1 gia equal to 19 kilos and 704VN equal to lUS, or the "free
market” rate of exchange. This gives a cost range of 2.2 to 3.4 cents
US in Khanh H3u as against the 3.1 cents US for Thailand, or
roughly ﬁhe same in each country.

Similarly, average costs per ral, a unit of land area equal
to .16 hectares, were 215 baht, or approximately #b67US per hectare.5
This compares with an estimate range of #51.67US to $78.57US per
hectare in Khanh H8u, using the same exchange rates as those in the

preceding example.

3Kamol O. Janlekha, A Study of the Economy of a Rice Growin
Village in Central Thailand (Bangkok: Ministry of Agriculture,
l§5§i, pp- 13L-1L0.

4 Ivid., p. 137. : ‘

5 1vid., p. 138.
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In making éomparisons of this kind, a number of more or less
arbitrary decisions can radically affect the results obtained.

For one thing, the original estimates in each case were made by
different methods, and while the conceptual bases are similar,
there is not exact comparability between the two. For another,
the choice of a rate of exchange in each case is afbitrary. Viet
Nam uses a set of multiple exchange rates, with a special rate for
rice oxports that falls between the official rate and the free
market rate. Thailand has also used multiple exchange rates and
subsgidies to rice e;porters from time to time. The use of the frce
market rates in making these comparisons rests on the assumption
that price levels in each country are probably reflected more
accurately in these rates tﬁan any other. Finally the Thailand
data are for the year 1948, while those for Khanh Hju reflect
conditions in 1958. ,

A more direct comparison can be made by using the percentage
breakdown of the various cost components in each of the two |
villages, as shown in Table 4.2. At first glance, the major
differences between the two villages oééur in the categories of
labor and rent. Rents in Khénh Hgu are much higher than those in
Bangchan, both absolutely and proportionately. The quoted going
rate for 1948-49 rent in kind is 6.2 tang per ggi,é or the equiva-
lent of about 22 gia per hectare, which is about one-fourth less

61pid., p. 124.
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than the rent, in kind, estimated for Khanh Hiu. Rent of rice
land in the Thailand village is also a léwer proportion of the
everage yield. For example, rents there came to only 21.5 percent
of the average yield,7 compared with the 25 percent maximum set by
the agrarian reform program in Viet Nam. 1In fact, actual rental
payments in Khanh H3u probably exceed this by five to ten percent
in most cases. Rent comparisons between the two villages are not
effected by price differentials, for the price of rice used in the
Thailand study is the same as that for Khanh Hiu when converted
into USy prices per kilo, i.e., about 3.6 cents per kilo.

The labor cost in the Thailand village is very similar to that
computed for Khanh Hau. In the Bangchan study, this is largely an
element of impuéed cost covering the cost of labor supplied by the
family itself. As such, there is some flexibility in the amount
which could have been assigned to this category. On the other hand,
the Khanh Hiu estimates are based on actual work days required to
do the’main farm operations, and since they are conservatively drawn,
they represent the minimum amount of actual labor time used in
production figured at going wage rates. This could perhaps be
raised further by some small amount, since no attempt was made to
account specifically for time spent during the year on supervision,
weeding, spraying, repairing dikes, and similar tasks. However,

observation of work habits during the growing season supports an

7 Average yield of paddy in Bangchan was estimated at 26.8 tang
per rai for the period 1946-1952, which is equal to 104.2 gia
per hectare. Ibid., p. 52.
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estimate of eight man-days per hectare spent on these relatively
minor zctivities, and this was added as "miscellaneous labor.™
Since the present estimates include an allowance of eight man-days
for th: cost of irrigation, although this is not necessary in ycars
when rainfall is sufficient, total labor costs are probably not
understated by very mich--perhaps no more thap three or four per-
cent ot most. On balance, therefore, proportionate labor costs in
this part of Viet Nam emerge as about the same as those in a
centrzl Thailand village. In fact, it is surprising that the shares
estimzted for labor are as close a3 they are, given the different
bases on which they were calculated.

Looking at the capital costs of the two villages, the totals
are again similar, but the component parts differ widely. One of
the important reasons for this difference is that the Bangchan
villzcgers do not use chemical fertilizers to any great extent, with
the result that sced and materials comprise a very suall proportion
of their total costs. In Khanh H3u, where fertilizer is an
important item, these costs ére about three times greater.

The Bangchan estimates contain items for depreciation of
equipment and for interest on the investment in land and equipment.
The Khanh Hiu estimates contain only an estimate of interest payments
on,loahs. Since the latter include as elements of -cost payments
made for plowing, harrowing, harvesting and threshing, at the ratcs
paid for the rent of such services, it is assumed that these rents

:include an amount equivalent to the annual depreciation on the
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TABLE 4.2
COMFARISON OF RICE PRODUCTION COST COMPONENTS,
BANGCHAN, THAILAND AND KHANH HAU, VIET NAM

et v b oy T o e e A L i A i du LAy M A S e T S e T s Wi M A s W MG S i e mw e pler S84 Ak T bt mus Trmar w0 LT DD DR AN SRS AN M IT ST ISTRONINES
MM e s R I T T N N I I L R N N NN NN RN ERN SR = S 55 S0l el i mm e e Sler S = e

Khanh Hiu

Category of Cost: 1 Tenant With Tenant W/0
Bangchan NACO Loan NACO Loan
(Percent) {Percent) {(Percent)
| Rent:
Actual : 13.1
Imputed 9.3 29.9 27.3
Subtotal 224 - 29.9 27.3
Labor: N
Actual ' - 6.7
Imputed bl o6 51.2 4L6.7
Subtotal 51.3 51.2 L6.7
Capital: _
Seed and Materials . 5.6 16.5 15.1
Depreciation Q.6 - -—
Interest: ' R
On investment 11.1 - -
On loans : : i Raoly 10.9
Subtotal 26.3 18.9 . 26.0
Total 100.0 ;OQﬁO . 100.0

L Kauol O. Janlekha, A& Stud

of the Economy of a Rice Growing .
- Vills

e.in Central Thailand (Bangkok: Minlstry of Agriculture,
s Do LiD. T T R :
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equipment and animals used in these activities. Therefore, no
additionel allowance for depreciation is made. The Bangchan study
did not make any assumption that farmers borrowed’ funds for putting
in their crop, although nearly 6O percent of the farmers ;n that
village were in debti according ﬁo a companion study.8 Failure to
make any allowance fof debt in Bangchan is offset by failureiﬁo
include an allowance for return on investment in Khanh Hiu, with
‘the result that.the tw0'estimates offset esach other to some extent,
and both probably understate the impoftance of cépital costs in
total production cost. N

There are a number of things which can be emphaéizedfinr~
summarizin%'the-signifiCancé-of these findings on costs of rice
production. For onerthing,Afrom thé standpoint of the farmer his
actual‘out-of—pocket cosfs vary considerably according t§ his
partigplar sitvation. A fafmér.with a larger number df*grown
children and who 6wﬁs buffalo.and farm implements will be less
-dépendent on others and has less reed to hire 6utside fafm:labor_
- and ‘service. The tenant-landowner and debtor-creditor alternatives
provide other possible combinaﬁipns which affect the size of the
money.obligatiOns;which must_bé.ﬁaid out. In other words, the
amount & farmer céﬁ'draW“direéfly from his land varies widely because
"the Size of his fixed commitment to otheré;is”affected-by 50 many

different factors. ~Some férmers~can absorb-price drops_or poor

8Rose K+ Goldsen and Max Ralms, PaCEOrs Related to Acceptance of
Innovations in Bane Chan, Thailan orne aila roject
Tnterim Reports Series, Yomber Three, Data Paper:

Ig?gia.‘ ?gpartment of Far Eastern Studles, Cornell Univer51ty,
1 pPeo<.
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harvests with much less strain than others can.

In the short run, price-cost relationships seem to have little
effect in allocating rescurces or in changing pfddUctioh methods .
Thisg ié-ndt 86 much due to the disinterest. of the farmers as to
thelr ignorance of other alternatives and their inability to
undertake certain changes on their own. Limited résponsas can be
“expected, sugh_as-shifté from one rice varlety to another as a
result of prices!thCh-were in effect the previous year, but a rise
in the general price of paddy would not bring forth g significant
increase in production to take advantage of it. ‘Nor is'there-any'
-evidence of the reverse respbnse'Whioh is sometimes claimed to
prevail in agriculture, i.e., thét‘lowﬂprices in one year will
spur prodﬁction in the following year. Instead, the margin of
return is so small that it secems safe to conclude that all farmers
are trying to increase production in all years and will adopt any
method or new practice_which-will_hélp tﬁem do this. Increases in
rice production will therefore depend on suéh factOrs-as'the amount
Qf fertilizer.brought in under the Gommercial Import program and 
the way in which it is made available to farmers.

At the assumed exchange rates, rice production in this part of
_Viet Nam is as éfficient in terms of cost per hectare or cost per
kilo as thaﬁ of céntral Thailand, and thé,proportionate diétribution
of costs is also roughly the same in both cases. At the rate of
exchange actually applied .tb rice exports {L8#N equal to #1 US),

this would not be true, and'in US‘dollarfequivalents Thailand rice
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would appear to be produced much more cheaply. Devaluation could
therefore result possibly in some increase in the piaster price

of paddy, and an increase therefore in the return which farmers
would receive from their rice production. It would not lead to
increased production‘of rice in the village, for reasons touched

on above, although on a nationwide spale production might increasel
as new-lands were planted. Further, increased returns from
production, due to higher paddy prices, would probably go first for
debt repayment and the purchase of more fertilizer, but thereafter
items of consumption (improving graves of ancestors, better houses,
more elaborate festivals) would begin to tﬁke precedence over
other expenditures. At the village level, therefore, devaluation
would probably bring some generally beneficial effects, but it
would be unlikely that devaluation as such can stimulate production
in the village or bring a shift in production methods. Change of
this kind depends far more on factors outside the village and

unrelated to foreseeable adjustments due to price-cost relationships.



CHAPTER V
SECONDARY FARM PRODUCTION
'Fruit'and-vegetable Raising

The organization of vegetable'cultivation;-- In en agri-
cultural community°sueh“asthanh hau; orie would naturally.expect
a Qonsiderable;amountAOf supplementarypfarm_activity such as .
fruit and vegetable-raising;-fishing,_and;poultry and livestock
breeding. This‘is-especially so if, as in Khanh Héu, the typical
villager has. a‘fairly:small amount of ‘land at his'disposal and
tends: to llve at or near sub81stence levels. Under these cir—
cumstances, addltlonal productlon would be vital to the houseu _
holds. It is surprising, therefore, to_find.that a substantial
“number of households fail to engage in.these_supplementary
act1v1t1es. .h | | , ‘l .:‘ o _ |
| An overall picture of fruit and vegetable ralsing in the
- three hamlets of ﬁp Dlnh "A“ and "B" and ﬁp Mdi is given by the
data shown in Table 5. 1. Judglng from this sample, approxlmately
half the households raise both vegetables and frult to some degree,
but 22 percent do not raise either. Moreover, raising vegetables
and fruit is much more - common among middle and ‘upper class house-;
' holds that it is among the lower class ones.“ In fact all but -
one of the upper and middle class households in the sample raised

vegetables or fruit, or both_ whereas all but one of those house-

holds raising neither fruit nor vegetables fell in the lower class°
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TABLE 5. 1

VEGETABLE AND FRUIT GROWING, BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS,
 VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU, 1958

++Dispogition

Vegetables only 1

“Fruit only S 1

Vegetables and Fruit - 91 75.0{ 13| 72.2] 29| 41.4] 51| 51.0
1

Neither 8.3 wm] == 1 21] z0.0] 22| 22.0

Total 12} 99.9| 18/100.0| 70/100.011001100.0

I - B K o

Thus, those.inxthe lower class; besides'havingathezsmallest
amounts of rlceland - the main basis for assmgn1ng households
to the various s001o-economic categorles - are at a dlsadvantage
in terms of opportunity to raise frult and/or vegetables. |

| In terms of vegetable ralsing alone, the same survey pro-:
‘v1ded data Wthh showed that 66 percent of the households in ‘:
these three hamlets raised vegetables, while 34 percent dld not.:
Again the same pattern appeared whereby the upper and middle o
class households were more likely to have vegetable gardens than
the lower class.. A maJorlty of those who ralse vegetables (62 1

percent) do so for home use only. These households consume the
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produce of their gardens, but they do not derive any cash
income from them. |
For the minority who sell some portion of their garden
4preduce, the cash income.1s not very large in even the best
years. Over two-fifths (44.0 percent) of these households report
“that they receive less than 500$VN per year from this source, and
over four-fifths (34.0 percent) receive less than 15008$VN, 1In
"~ a poor year, over three~fourths of them.76.0 percent) receive
less than 5004VN. In a "good" year they sell one-third to two-
thirdg. of the total output, in bad years slightly less. A small
minority (16.0 percent) specialize more heavily in gardening
than the others, and in theee‘caees,.the annual-receipte from -
this activity may.run“from-7,000$VNrto 10,00084VN, ~.However, these
represent a small proportion of these:whoudo raise vegetables.
\ln_general,-therefore,_while.a‘maJOrity-of the households
have gardens,.only a minority of them sell even a portion of
their output. Their cash income is relatively small. Further,
upper andlmi@dlpiclass_households are more likely to have gardens
than lower ela@e}househelds, but the size of the money income
realized by thoaa;wholaell vegetables,does net,aeemfto~vary .
'signlficantly from one class to another. . - | | : |
A large varlety of. vegetables is grown in the. village, but
.most householde with. gardens grow onky some portion of thas total -
varlety.;=The,mpat_commonly grown ltems inqlude,cucumbersl several
variexies-qf,melone; enigne,Lred,peppere,'beana,\tomatoes, geveral

L
P
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varieties of squash and gourds, lettuce, cabbage, spinach and
manioc, In-addition, some yams, corn, sweet potatoes and white
potatoes are grown,  but, except for white potatoes,’these are

" considered ‘inferior types of food, and their cultivation and

rit'yse are not very extensive. A fairly complete 1list of vegetables

grown is given in Table 5.2. °

The limiting factors in the cultivation of vegetables
appear to be availability bf”Wéter, availability of proper soil,
and a homeplot large enough to permit the household to grow some
. vegetables. " The best area for végetables is in the déntral
-portions of the'hamlets;of?ﬁp”ﬂinh "AW and "BM and-ip M3i which
- 'were formerly-a‘sandy.stream'béd; The heavy clay of other parts
of ‘the village does not provide as good a base for vegetables,
although they are grown in the ‘areas near the streams that flow
through Ap Cau, Ap ‘Nhén H@u ‘and’ Ap Thu: Tdu. In the Ap'Dlnh'w
Ap M3i area, 'a few of the farmers”are'beginniﬁg to raise one
crop of vegetables on tﬁeir‘ricehlah&'Siﬁce the Eéﬁd&”soil there
- 1is good for vegegables but is too far 'from the stream or canal
‘to have enough'water:fdr-£WO'Crbps'6f rice. As yet there seems
to be no standard timihg~6r~5equence for this type of double-
cropping. ‘Some farmers plant an early crop of ricé and then,
after the rice harvest in October they plant vegetables to be
" harvested, in turn; around Pebruary. Others foIlbw*ﬁhat_they
claim is. a moré traditional order, planting vegetables first

and rice second. Some vegetables are planted in mid-April, for
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TABLE 5.2

LIST OF VEGETABLES GROWN IN KHANH HAU

C%i thia Chinese cabbage Khoal tay
Cai salade® ‘Lettuce Khoaj lang
Cal xgn Cole, kale Xu hao
qu bdp Cabbage - - Xu xu
Ca chua Tomato. D8u que xanh
Dda leo xanh Gherkin, gurken Déu garicot
Dua ggng Melon - *tridng
Dda h Watermelon - - "Db&u haricot
Thdm (dda) Pineapple _ ve (48u mong
Hanh - - Onion - ~ chim}
He Welsh onion Rau myong
Raufr%p -~ (No E. equivalent) - Rau hipg
Rau cgn Celery Rau, qug
Rau cgn t8u Chinese celery Huhg: choiio
Rau cgn nigc Water celery Rim
Rau rut{nhut){No E, equivalent) »gga;
Rau dgn - Bré&de de malabar(F)
Ray mung tgi Basella Chopu=-fleur
Trai 48u bdp (No E. equivalent) - Trai bau
Midp ng ot Sweet cucumber
Mgd Bitter cucumher
' dp k ia Flavor cucumber.
u ngdn Short variety of
gourd -
Bau da1 _ Long variety of
gourd '
_ Bi dao A variety of gourd
S ' Or‘squash-'- ’
Bi X nh : "
Ca,rét -, - “Carrots |
Tral khé qua Prickly melon
Bi a0 “A vardety of squash
- Ca n8u-+ Brown eggplant
" D&u. phyn Péanut :
Khoai ml%s&n)Manioc
-~ Khaai'm ‘Taro
‘Khoal m Yam '
{No:E,". equivalént)

Khoai

Irish potato
Sweet potato
Turnip cabbage
Chayote '
Green beans

White French beans

Siera beans
Spinach/bindweed
A variety of thyme

bpyvrauvdA variety of thyme

A variety of thyme
A variety of thyme
Maize

Red pepper
Cauliflour

Long melon

-l -

L

§ i P R, ey L
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example sweet potatoes, while manioc and beans are planted
in early June, and tomatoes late in June., Depending on the
‘time:it-takes'different'regetables to mature, these fields
will be available for rice planting from late July through
November. ' | N

With the exceptionfof}leafy vegetables such-as lettuce,
celery, and cabbage, most households use seed from the prev1ous
year's CTrop. In some. cases, thls leads to sinteresting results.,
Farmers report,,for example, that they sell or use.theslargest
sueet potatoes and keep'the-smallvones forzseed purposes..bver
a three year perlod this con51stent selectlon of the pooroet |
stock for seed gradually reduces the 8ize of potatoes from their
garden patches, and they usually must buy new seed every four
years. There is also a general feellng among v1llagers that ;ﬁ‘
non-Vietnamese strains do not do well and they are somewhat
reluctant to.experiment with them, At-times over the past three
years, what are referred to as "American® varietles of tomatoes
and corn were introduced to the village- through the Village .
Gouncil. The results of these trials were, apparently,‘unsuCa
cessful., Villagers found that the American variety of corn. -

produced as many ears as the local. varieties, but each ear
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- produced fewer grains and they found the taste was inferior.
'Tométoes were also disappointing and yields: from the new strains.
were less than could be obtained normally using regular local
sesd. Most people felt that newly'introduced.plants were not
suited to the temperature, soil and rainfall combinatignsin the .
village, although they are willing to accept that .they do thrive
in other situations. Another factor was the feport.that the

- particular corn seed4which~was given the villagers contained a
high proportion of rotten seed or seed partially eaten by
insects.

Planting and cultivating practices differ with different
typesaofu.plant‘and.also as between households. However, most .
households prepare: the ground by turning it with-shovel:or,
pickaxe, .then mounding it in rows,so.that-watér will collect
betWeen-the“rows and the moisture will be retained.  Practically
no housgholds use draft animals on garden plots. . Chemical fer-
“tilizers are used Af.farmers can afford it, but otherwise they.
use buffalo manure, ashes, and On'rane occasions, night soil.
It_is»difficult, however; to get-firm_information on the use of
- night soil.‘ Most people deny they use. it, but if=ques£ioned.
they will also say that some other-househdlds use ;t'occasion-
ally. . |

'p_One‘dommon-praqtice is to spread ashes on the grgund,aftar
'it'haa;beenﬂturned,,and then wéit 20 days before planting. Just

prior te-planting, a.second treatment of ash is added, sometimes
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together with chemical fertilizer or buffalo .manure. Both
phosphate tricaleique and ammonium sulphate are used, but there
seems to be a preference for the former. Buffalo manure is
collected by individual households.if they are poor, or purchased
if the family can afford to do so. The manure is sometimes mixed
with ‘ashes and -straw, but. it is often applied directly to the
garden plot. The timing of . fertilizer-applicatibns also varies,
‘with most farmers adding fertllizer throughaut the growing sea~
son as they feel there is need for it.

Most gardens:receive-intensive-caragf&lthough one gets an
impression that garden plots are not always hS'largé.as?they'
could be, and that a certain amount of homeplot -land is not
fully utilized. Ybung~plants are: protected.from the sun by
individual‘shades made  from bark éfﬂbanana leavey; and ' sometimes
' brancheSwof‘thorn-are placed @ver;thém't@ﬁprte@t~thém“from
gra21ng animals’ &and birds.: Woodeﬁ ¥aeks: ard: budle for gourds,
squash; beans and : tomatoes 86 that’ &he?awi&l g¥ow off the ground
and yield more:and larger produce: vMost'garﬁens are carefully
'weeded and kept:well watered.at-ali-times‘n

‘There have been two atﬁempté*étiﬂnhovation’in garden practics
during the past yeaf (1958), and while both were moderately
‘Buccessful,. it is-sﬁill-too early to’téll‘ifutheAexampleS'will
. pesult in any major change in gérdening practices'throughout |

~thevillages “One‘of ‘these was the construction of & :Large”

‘irrigation pond, approximately 65 feet long, 20 feet wide and



151

15 feet deep, at one end of a rice field in the former stream
bed portion of Kp Dinh. This was done during the dry season
and: was designed to serve as a reoeptacle for water once the
rains began. Too shallow to tap any underground sources of .
water, it nevertheless retained water after the rains stopped
and this was.uSed to irrigate the vegetables which were planted
after the early crop of rice had been harvested. The owner of
this garden, who underpogk this experiment'on his own initiative
end without outside advice or assistance, sald he wanted to
reverse the usual order of double-~cropping because vegetables
grown late in the sSeason would bring better prices than those
grown earlier. - Although the garden itself was succassful; the
marginal benefits do not seem to have been great enough to stir
much interest or generate g desire t6~emulate-the experiment on
the part of others. - S L S - . B
'f'f"Thqrbther.gardening=experiment was more consciously: designed
to serve as a model and to introduce new techniques to the Mil@
lagers.” ‘Installed on land-rentedffrém“the"villageAchiefafitawas
set up at a cost of %0,0004VN, donated by theﬂAstawFonnd&tion:
-and édministeredwby'agmember of the.ataffﬁoﬂﬁtheMFundaﬁental
EducationWCenter;'AThe“work wasidoﬁeﬁby:weluntamyqummittee of .
four:mentho“keep“amy:prbfit fromytheigarden.aé payment for their
”?",Tha'plants-andutreesfiﬁ:thsﬁgardén1were purchased at a-

government nursery -at Mytho,ﬁEthhe,priginal gtock was of high::
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quality. An irrigation ditch was dug to connect the garden
area with the nearest stream, and within the garden the water
is distributed through deep ditches dug between "islands” on
which the plants are grown. These large ditch areas thus pro=-
vide room for raising fish as well as water for irrigation.
Banana trees are planted along the edges of the island areas,
and inside these there are vegetables, corn, mango trees,llime :
trees, guava trees and grapefruit trees located in different
sections of the garden.“ The banana trees grow quickly and pro-
vide shade for the other types of trées which mature more slowly.
. In setting out the fruit trﬁés, buffalo hide was placed in
the empty holes, and locally provided compost was added before
putting in the young trees-~ a technique advocated by the
government nurseries from which the treeswere .purchased. In
~addition to this, bone meal is used as fertilizer on fruit trees,
small amounts of it‘being_pléced in holes:dug. around each tree.
Vegetable.patches‘aré,fertilized With‘a mixture of phosphate -
tricalcidue-ahd water which is~poured over the plants. In. all,
this provides an example of intensive use of garden land,-yielding
a variety of fruits and vegetables which mature at differenttimes
to provide crops for cash sale or home use over a fairly long.
period of time. As such it is a useful model for the fillage,
but it suffers:from the fact that the initial costrwa®; very high
by village standards. Also, several,of-theuplanﬁﬁtﬁsumango, 1ime,

- guava and grapefruit -- require much chemical fertilizer and a
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great deal of care. Thus, while the villagers are interested
in the experiment, initial reactions have been to consider it
as somethingrbeyond their ability to‘finance for themselves.
In time, perhaps some of the ideas on spacing and irrigation
will be adopted hy a growing number of households, but there 1s
little evidence of it after one year.
Fruit production.--As indicated earlier, aboutihalf the house-

- holda . : raise both vegetables and fruit, but, as in the case of
vegetables, around two-thirds raise fruit either alone or in
combination with vegetables. This leaves about one-third of the
households who do not have_any‘fruit trees at all. -Cnce again
there is a strong relstionship‘between Socio-econonic,class and

fruit cultivation,'with.ouer}ninety percent\of upperfand middle
: class households raising fruit, while nearly half 045.7 percent)
of lower class households do not. Thus the patterniis continued
whereby those families wlth the least, or no, land for rice are
also less fortunate with respect to opportunlties to raise fruit.

A list of fruit trees grown in the villags is given in

Table 5.3,‘but'of thesegbananas, papeya_and coconuts are the'most
commonly grown. By and large, fruit_growlngfis less important
than vegetable cultivation whether measured in terms of addi-
tional cash income, or in terns_of the amount of land or effort
deuoted to it. Although speciﬁic&qsta uere not collected on
this point, it seems that interestgin‘fruit growing is less than

that in vegetables. There are, for example, no households which
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TABLE 5. 3

LIoT OF FRUIT TREES GROWN IN KHANH HAU

-+-+-

D}}
o

' guyt

"Chanh
it
Sgai

-Mgn ‘c8u (na)
Chuod . ..
Logg nhan

'M chus
Tam dudc
Dao

Man (roi)
bu fu

Lé-ki-ma
gﬁu' : ST

a e
Trgu ' ’
~ Binh Linh
Q-m8i
mrai_keos“_u,

Coconut tree

Grape frult tree; pomelo tree
Orange tree

Tangerine tree

Guava tree

Lemon tree

Jack fruit

Mango

Milk apple

Anona or custard apple '
EJ_Banana tree —

Longan ‘tree

_Carambole tree . .
" Tamarind {wild)' tree

{No, English equivalent)

 Peach tree
- Jambose tree
"'Papaya (papaw) tree’

Mamey - sapadilla, mamey sapote

| Mulberry

Areca nut, tree
Betel treé

.Type of tea substitute (wild)
‘Black fruit (wild) -

(wild) {No English equivalent) ..

] P
-t o
. L
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make a major effort to raise fruit trees on a large scale as
there are some who do- have large vegetable gardens. - This is not
. to. say that people areldisinterested in fruit raising, but rather
that it is considered of secondary importance to vegetable cul-
tivation and provides less: cash income.
Banapa-and_papaya,trees‘are@probably the easiest-tOufaise.
' Both require little care, need no fertiligzer, grow rapidly-and
produce fruit quickly. . SoméﬂiS'Eold,.but;most of it;is”consﬁmed
locally. - Bananas are sometimes dried in the sun and with a
sprinkling of sesame seeds-on top..are sold in the market towns

as a kind of candy.. Areca palms and betel plants are also -

. grown, with the -areca palms flourishing particularly in the well-

watered hamlet of Kp Ciu. These also require very little care,
thegprpduce_iS;in large, demand, and. farmers sell their.product
-wiphin_the‘village,andeaLaq~in.nearby.markets.
Goconuts‘are.growﬁ throughout the‘viilage but. - the hamlets
of. Ap Cﬁu -and fp. Nhén HBu,. with better water resourceﬁ, oW

more than elsewhere. Very little:copra is produced:inhe’:

. village, however, because few farmers raise: envugh goconuts to

make'cdliection and:pneparation;mwornhwhilegﬁ Mostaéfwthe'daco-
nuts sold are sold as: whole fruyit. .Villagers serve the milk to

| gﬁesps,,and_i;,is-glsogprizeq;ferxﬁgeginapreparingAglutinous
ricé¢',Pedple;usévthe»meét.in-eookingyrin cakes;?and*in?the
preparation of a soup called ¢ _gg ' The trees are gilven relatively

little care, but it takes five years until a tree begins to bear
fruit.,
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" Fruit trees such as”grapefﬁuit, mango, guava, and lime
are grown, but they take much care and require chemical fertiw
"1izer for best results and are, therefore, not found in many
households. People living on the banks of streams cultivate
water palms for use in thatching roofs. - These are grown in all
:hamlets, but the best ones are thought to grow in the hamlet of
g ﬁp Tha Tdu. These require little care, and mature about one
year after planting. Finally, there are a number of fruite
bearing trees which apparently grow wild along the village paﬁhs
or in the afeas around graves., When‘ih'season?you can find
village children on'almést,any day‘knocking the fruit from these
trees with long bamboo poles. ' o
. Both vegetable and fruit cultivation ¢ould probably be
sxpanded in the village, but the quality of the soil and water
availability limit foreseeable increases: Without Bources of
fresh water for irrigation, vegetables cannot. be grown during
the long dry season, and:village canal~digging cannot meet this
need. New varieties of frutt trées require chemical fertilizers,
80 there is the additionel - finaneial limitation in these cases.
'In short, it does not appear that additional income could be
added. either easily or' quickly by enlarging these. productive
_ activihies; for the means:to do 8o dre not- available to the

‘villagers themselves. .\
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The Organization of Fishing and Fish Raising

*- Fish raising.~<The large number of rivers and streams in
the delta région-of_southern-Viet Nam make fishing and fish.
raising important supplementary activities in many places, and
fish an important source of protein in local diets., Fishing is
 carried on actively in all the hamlets of Khanh Hiu. Fish rais-~
“ing‘ is mdre"successful in the hamlets of ﬁp-Géu,-ip_thn,H@u
andtip‘Thﬁ Tyu, all of which, unlike ip Dinh "A"™ and YB" and
iip Méi, are served by large streams. , These 1atter;_whichgare
hamlets included in the survey, are also adjacent to:a stream
and its canal extension, but the raising of-fish has not been
- yery extansive. Although this is not typical of the area, there
are many‘comﬁunities in the%deltaswhichvfacgasimilar-problems.
Analysis of.the factors which_have'deterred;the'raising‘of_fish
in these three hamiets.canQperhaps'show_some reasons why this
: fallegedly common'and_wideSpreadeactivity_has not heen developed
more’ fully..

For these three hamlets,. .only Qbout-one-fifth‘of;all,,--

households raisesfish as‘a.reguléryactivity,-and_onlyWOneﬁhouSe-

"hold does so on a.scale large enough to be considered a ''com-

7 mercial" enterprise. A larger:pﬁoportion of middle-and upper

classg households raisaafish;than;i&atrue-for lower clags. ... -
-~ households, but:while this difference:imn proportions may be
significant, it is still not an activity.engaged in by.aimajority

©.of ‘any - socioweconomic classS.. . i
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. Those who do not breed fish were &sked to indicate their

"réasons for not doing so. Their replies were overwhelmingly a

“reflection of ihadequate-water resources. Many indicated their

home-plots were too far-from-the gtream, and they could not

" divert water to maintain a pond throughout the year._.chers

said theéir land was tOOjHigh,Jand:that‘waterwwoﬁld drain out of

the pond if they tried towdig”bne.. Only a few said their

-homeplots were too small to accommodate a pond, and less than

~10 percent reported that a lack of capital hindered their -entry

into’'this activity. . -

- There 1is another factor, however, which did not come..out

" in the survey answers) -and that is the lack of feed. : The one’
" commercial fish pond is located near the school, and the school

“ latrine 1is built over the pond. Villagérs have said that this

1s“the only place in the .village which has access to this large

- a source of feeding material and is, therefore, the only.

location on which a large number of fish can be raised. To

“'purchage an-equivalent ‘amount of food on a commercial:basis
“'would ¢reate .credit or ¢apital outlay problems and;villagefs,-

‘therefore, do not attempti:it. -There. are a few ponds set up by

groups}ofzhouaeholdS‘workingftﬁgethérjﬁbut'these-doznot_reach

acommercial level and are maintained for home use only.. Thus,

i gYtkough lack of water emerges as the single most important

limiting factor, <feeding presents. a further.problem,1and*lack

of sufficient feeding material keeps most ponds from achieving
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a commercial scale of operation. |

For those who find themselves able to raise gome fish,
 the government at one time offered_an opportunity to'grow
tilapia, a fast-breeding fish imported from the‘Philippines.
By reproducing itself rapidly, this species offered an. opportu-
nity for villages to produce large quantities of fish in.very
short periods.of t1me, and it was hoped that ‘this would add to
both 1ncome and food resources in the villages. Whatever the
results may have been in other parts of Viet Nam, all those who
once raised tilapia in Khanh Hau have ceased doing so. The |
reasons given for this are not convincing - the fish could not
stand the hot sun, they could not live 1n the brackish water of
the dry season, they were struck by disease, or they did not
taste good. A more plausible reason is that v1llagers are _
afraid to raise the .1lapia. Recurrent rumors in all parts of
Viet Nam held that the tilapia were carriers of leprosy, - tuber-
culosis and other 1llnessesrumors which were said to have started
with Viet Minh elements. Whatever the real reason, allhthat ‘can
be said with certainty is that tilapia are not nom raised in the .
village despite government encouragement. ”h_

In terms of size, farmers raising 2 OOO or more flSh per
.year are consldered "largeﬂ operators, and those raising less
than thls amount are con81dered "small " By this definition

LS

there are no "large" operators in Khanh Hau, -and only one who

BTSN

‘approaches the upper limits of the_"small" category. This
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'distinction is related to the market‘practices of the buyers
for "small® operators must take their fish to the markets to
sell them while the buyers regularly call on the "large" opera-
tors and bid for their stock. |

" One species of fish'raised in the village from purchased
}istock is called ca tra, a variety of catfish. Fingerlings are
grown near Ghau Boc, along the Cambodian border and brought to
'T&n An for sale in lots of 100 or,1,000. They grow at the rate
ﬂ'of about one kilo per year, and reach full growth after two )
years. Most farmers however, sell them after one year. The
villagers say they must buy the fingerlings because the adult
fish will not spawn in the small local fishponds. Conditions
:near Ch&u Boc, believed to be specially suited to these fish,
are not duplicated elsewhere in the delta region.,

The farmer who plans to raise flSh must dig a pond the size
of which varies w1th ‘the number of fish he will handlé. The pond
) is usually fed through a ditch connecting it w1th some large source
-of water such as the stream or canal. Sometimes however, small
ponds will depend entirely on rainfall. The ditches are filled
~in once the water has reached a level of around one and one-half
meters, and the water sources and thée fish oonds are not connected
once the stock of fish has been added. Nany of the ponds are
fenced in W1th cactus like plants or wire to keep buffalo and
cattle from using them, but some are not. Latrines are built _
over most of the flSh ponds and this fills the double function of

feeding the fish and disposing of sewage.
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The viilagers seem to be concerned over the disposal of
sewage in the fishponds, and on oné occasion took action
. through the Village Council to force a man to move his fish
pond because he had placed it too close to the canal. Water
from the canal is used for drinking and cooking, and villagers
were anxious to avoid its pollution. Although latrines-ére b
built over many ponds, none . are built directly over canals or
streams. People also say they are reluctant to eat fish from
'.the fish ponds uﬁtil'after'the latrines have been removed for
a month or more. ' They have no qualms about selling them, |
however, even if they would not eat them themselves, and -
reason that if :people want to buy these fish they are willing
~to sell them what they want.. |
Once the basic installition of pond has been completed,

as well aé the fencing and the létrine,:the actual work cor-
nected with raising fish is mihimal;‘ Theréfis'little losQUof‘
- stock during the growing period‘due-tO-disease:or-to-théftgfahd
no special. problems except ﬁhoseadvancedaSjreasonsﬁfcr*refuéing
to raise the.tilagia. About one month-before'ﬁhe fish are to-
be soLd; or approximately one yean;ﬁftgrfthé fiﬁgerlingé'were
- purchased, the villager may begin o fée& théffisﬁ-on:ricé bran

only, and the_létrine‘willaﬁo-lbngér;be*uSEd;* This is done to
,faﬁﬁen-th@_fish;forqmarkeﬁ,vashweﬁl*aé'makerthem«mOre'attractive

" locally as food.



162

Barring natural catastrophes, which-secem infrequent, the
potential return from raising fish is very high. The ca tra
-have sold for 20$VN to‘30$VN per kilo at a time when the fin-
- -gerlings cost 1.5$VN:each; Initial out-of-pocket expenses are

" not great when comparsd to the expected returns,.as shown in

.- Table 5.4, and many of these are non-recurring over a period

- .of three or four years. Including a large item for the ‘interest
which would accrue from an alternative investment, total costs
of raising 2,000 fish are 11,200$VN. Expected proceeds from
the salie of 1,500 fish (assuming some loss and/or home use) at

" a minimum wholesale priceg@f 20$VN perlkilo_would be 30,0004VN,
or a net profit for one year‘of,18,000$VN.- This is a net
return of more than one and one-half times the amount of the
.total investment, and a much more iucrative*opportunityﬂthén
any_othef economic activity in:the village., Ff commercial feed

-were:-purchased throughout the entire period; hoWemer,-the'size

'w-:of-the net returnywould;baéreduced beoausetthewoutféfhpocket

costs would approximately:double,: -\ . oo

In addition to the ga tra, villagers:raise:another species
called-géﬁgg. This is a much smaller fish,.a:variety of tench,
. rething-a.leﬁgth;of.only-four or five-inches after three
_’,moﬁthgﬁ‘growth,ﬁgit is fed bran over a much larger part of the
growing period.
| - These two,species-compriée the kinds of fish raised from
fingerlings‘which are -purchased forfthat.specific purpose.':in.zif-

i
&
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| TABLE 5.4 |
ESTIMATED COSTS OF RAISING FISH KHANH HAU VILLAGE,
1958
' Category of Cost .| Amount

1. DIGGING POND w= R
© 40m x 3m x 1.5m | 2,000$VN

2. FISH STOCK =-- 2,000
: fingerlings at

1.5VN each - | 3,000~
3, FENCE AND LATRINE - C

construction . | 1,400~
. BRAN FOR FEED . . 600~

2. INTEREQT ON INVESTMENT].
. 7000% for one year | 4,200

~Total: | 11,2004VN

'additibn, farmers'Will raise fish which are caught live in
‘the fields and streams and transferred to pbndE Orfditbhes
whefe”thé& are kept until they ape ready to be used by the
family. This" 13 not COmmerciai flsh f&ising, ‘for the most part
 but 31mply a way st supplementing the famiiy diet and keeping
“their catches for” 8 longer périod of time. S
Fishing.--Fishing is an activiﬁy“which;édeﬁﬂdn at all times
of’the’yéér, though it'is”MEféfﬁfbdﬁEﬁiﬁéﬂHUring'and”after the
:"”féiﬁy:séanﬁ‘than*iffisfdﬁfing‘ﬁhgﬂ&}yﬁﬁbnths.: Fiéh; shell”

fish and frogs are found in the paddies‘and the streams and -
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canals, and all members of the famiiy are engaged in trying to
catch then. Fdr the most part, however, this is an activity
of children and young adults. _None of the streams surrounding
the village are large enough to permit the use of the large
permanently -positioned nets‘that~are~sometimQSwused-in other
villages in the-afea. Instead, thdéé engéged in 'fishing use a
variation of one of the four main techniques.

One of these is a fish trap utilizing a large wide-mouthed
approach device, usuall& in the shape of a funnel. It is
arfanged”so that the fish swim into,'and'fihaliy through, a
narrow neck that is fitted with pointed bamboo sticks that
permit a fish to go through, but h@t to‘swim;back‘out. The neck
of the funnel opéns-into a larger receptable where the:fish are
trapped until removed. Thése trépsfére usually put in place in
the main part of the stream, or in breaches made in the bundings
: betwgen'ﬁieldé._tSomeﬁimgs, however, men will push.them through
the water by,walking along phe‘apreamﬁbgptom_hglding the:trgp
~in front of them.. Sometimes .several men will liQQL@P in such.
_a;way'as ;o‘ggver_gfﬁept;vely the width of phe.streamﬁwiﬁh_their
traps, and as they walk up the streap bggitpex;w;;luégoqp ﬁp all
fish swimmlng in_their dlrection.:ﬁ | T

Another type of trapping ;nvolvea uge’ of ¥ hand trap, a
conical device made from rattan which is wide at ohe end and has
a small hole through waich the trapper, may. ingert his hand.at.

the narrow end. 'Young‘boys wait until the tide in the stream is



165

low, then lower themselves into the water and walk slowly along
the edge. As they do-so, they plunge the traps into the side
of the stream bank just beiow the water line. Fish and frogs
often hang along the edge of the stream because the current
there is less strong,land alsc because they eat the grasses
and herbs that grow on the banks. The trapper can feel vibra-
tion in the trap if a fish or frogkis caught in it, and holding
the trap securely agalnst the bank "he reaches in and removes
the catch. If frogs are caught the trapper breaks the1r legs
iso that.they cannot Jump and escape, and places them with all
the other catch carried in reed sacks tied to the trapper's |
waist. B _

A second major technlque 1ncludes several tyves. of net
flshlng. The 51ze of the net varles, depsnding on the size of
the flsh being netted and the strength of the fisherman. Small
chlldren use nets the 31ze of large handkerchlefs w1th the
four.corners tied to bamboo sticks that are brought together in
a peak-so that thedapparatus resembles an inverted parachute.
This is nothing more than 8 minlature model of ‘the large perma-
nently p081tioned nets that are, placed along large streams, bhut
- the chlldren who use the small ones will drop several in a row
along the banks of a stream or pond and p1ck them up in turn.
When they thlnk there ‘may be fish in the net, they reach out with
st1cks and llft the nets by hooklng into the peak’ formed by the

four bamboo stlcks that are attached to the small net. - The sigze
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of éatéh’ié 0Bviously extremely small in these cases. Other
net deﬁiCés'afe more like butterfly nets, and are used to
scoop £ish out of the watef; Finally, adult fiSherman use
long nets whlch can be thrown across a stream and perlodlcally
hauled in to the shore. o “ -

. A'third technique 18 to drain the water from a field or
gcoop it from a poﬁd'or ditch,'aﬁd'pidking"up the fish that are
left high and dry in the pfocess.' Children do‘this.on a small
scale, selecting a part of a paddy field that is not yet plowed,
building a small diké around a portion 6f it, and then scooping
the water out of the area.éﬁrrouﬁdéd by the dike. Again, the
size of the fish caught in this way.is very small -- about the
size of small sardines or minnows -- and a large amount of
effort goes into accumulating a very small catch.

7Finally5:young(meh aﬂd?boys fish With'hdoks and'lines.

attached to bamboo ﬁbleé;"a'méthod usedﬁmaiﬁly"fhifishingffrom'
the ride'fiel&s;  Hooks afe'éoméfiméé'baitéd;fsomeﬁiméévnbt;H
The fish‘daughﬁﬁihlfhis“Wdy‘gfé'a:littié IErger:fhén:tEBSe takeﬁ
in the draining process or with the small nets, Buf’théy‘éfe |
still fairly sm&ll. - This methdd isfaiéb ﬁsed to catch ffags; .
~ crabs and turtles, and in fact, seems more successful in this
than in catchlng flsh.' | - |

* ' The net effect of all act1v1ty relatlng to fish is that it
- probably suppliés about’ half the flSh actually consumed by

:village'householdS'but'1n'bnly a few cases does'it add even
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modest amounts of cash income to the family. Barring some
major improvement in irrigation facilities, it seems unlikely
-that there can be substanéial increase in the number of fish
raised commercially;‘elthough the encouragement of cooperative,
neighborhood ponds, together with the provision of‘credit‘for
'the purchase Of-loQTCQSt}fOOd, could undoubtedly bring some
mrimprovement in.ﬁhe‘amqunt of fish which would then. be. available

for home consumption.

Domestlc Anlmal Productlon

An overall view of anlmal husbandrx.n-A brief review of the

survey data of the three hamlets prov1des ‘some idea of the
‘relative. importance. of anlmal productlon, on a household basis
if net in terms of- v1llage aggregates. A summary of the situa-
tion With respect to poultry is given iﬂ Teﬁle 5.5;“wheféwit
may belseen that nearly four-fifths of the households raise
chickens, ducks or both. At first glanee, this does not seem
‘too small'a percentage, for it means that a large majority of
the households ar¢  engaged in this activity to some extent.
However,"there'are significant differences between socio-economic
- classes, with lower class households léss extensively engaged in
this secondary production than either middle or upper class |
households. - R |

" Considering chiekens_éhﬂ'duéks“separately, a”mueh higher

proportion of all households (77.0 pércent) raise chickens than
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TABLE 5., 5
POULTRY RAISING BY SOCIO-ECONOMIG CLASS,
VILLAGE OF KHANH HﬁU 1958

Upper .- } Middle |} Lower All .
~Class Classg ~Class Classes

Status 1 . — B
S .t Per=1yn  t Per-|n { Perw| - Per=-
No. cent No. ~cent N?' qent‘N°° cent

Raises chickens only 5 41.7 51 27.8] 321 45.7] 42 42.0

Raises ducks only 0 1y 5.6| 1{ 1.4 2| 2.0
‘Raises chickens and | .
ducks 6] 50.0] 9} 50.0[ 20| 28.6{ 35| 35.0
Raises neither . »w. . : , o : :
chickens or ducks’ 1 8.3] 3] 16.7] 17) 24.3] 211 21.0
‘Total: | 12]/100.0| 18{100.1] 70|100.0|100|100.0

raise ducks (38.0 pertent),-:Sqmehoﬁnthé_reasons for this will
be touched upon below, but‘ggsentiaglxzthey‘relaté‘to the
availability of resources which_are3neceésary in each case. The -
'difference in the prpportions.betweenhsocio~economiq classes
is less pronounced in the case of raising chickens than it is.
for ra181ng ducks, althaugh the same, pattern of leus opportunity
for lower class households .than. for others, exlats in both.__

As a measure of the volume of these actlvitiea, approxi-
mately two~thirds of all households who raise ducks or'chickens

do so for home use iny,_iny_abputgqngrtpirdHSéll any portion of
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the poultry they raise. Surprisingly, a larger proportion of
lower class households who do raise poultry sell-some part of
their productlon than is true for either mlddle or upper class
households engaged in this activity. However, not a single
household in the Sample reported that 1t sold either chicken
or duck. eggs. | |
Swlne produetlon shows a different kind of pattern, for

onlx‘twofﬂmftds of the households rsise pigs. Moreover, a much
larger oroportioniofhmiddle:classhouseholds are involved in
this than either upper or,lower.class'households.,In_fact,_the
proportionshwho raise and do not raise piés among.middleTolass
households are almost exactly the reverse of that for the sample
as a whole. In two-thirdsiof allwthe~householdsawhich.do raise
pigs, this amounts to only one pig annually. Only 10 percent. . ..
ralse;ss_many as three ‘or more. Furthermore, this is a pattern
which;seems to hold for all classes. Finally, unlike poultry,
a.vast.majoritya(95‘54percsntliof the swine raised are sold,
mostly;in-nearby“markets;r’- _ |

- Ownership-of buffalo:and cattle is the least extensive of
all as their relative costliness would lead: one to expect. As
shown. in- Table 5.6, around three-fifths of all households own -
no large:-animals, and only. 5 percent own. both cattle and- buffalo.
The differenses;zn-proportions:ofvownershlp do not appear great-
between'soeio-economiofclasses.- This ‘is also true 1f- ownership

of cattle and buffalo.is meesured separately. However,~a“smaller-
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" TABLE 5.6
OWNERSHIP OF CATTLE AND BUFFALO,
' BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS, VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU, 1958

==EE==============E====-‘.'=='—"= ==n============$=z==a=z== ==mEmmasss

Upper Cl.Middle Cl¢Lower Cl.{ All Cl.

Ownership ‘ '
Per- Per- Per- } Per-
No. cent NO" cent No. ' cent No. cent
Owns buffalo only 20 16,71 4| 22.2] 6] 8.6 12] 12.0
Owns cattle only ] 3| 25.0| 3| 16.7] 16| 22.9| 22| 22.0
‘Owns ‘both ‘buffalo and | R D B

. cattle. o - 2| 11.1|. 3| 4.3} 5| 5.0
., Owns neither | 71 58.31 9| 50.0) 45 64.3| 61f 61.0
- Total 1 12{100.0| 18100.0{ 70/100,1}100| 100.0

:proporfion of all households (18 percent) own buffalo than own
cattle (27 percent). -Because buffalo are kept mainly as draft
animals--in farm operations, most households who own buffaIOfOWH
at least two of them, the number considered necesbary to consti-
tute an adequate work team. Only-ome:houséholdﬂreported‘that it
owned_onlyggne,_but one-third ownedvthneé&or:ﬂour.:‘NOwhOuseholda
. in the sample owned more than four, - but itds. known that there
\ are a'few~households~iﬁ the villege which do.. The pattern’ of
cattle ownership.is a little different; for among households
owning cattle nearly.one—third:had‘onlyﬁonetcow,.gnd-nearly*“~‘

- thres~quarters of them owned.only one or two. .
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Animal husbandry, therefore, presents a varying picture.

The proportion of ‘'village households engaged in raising the
various domestic fowl or animals differs, but in no case can it
be said that there is really extensive involvement or economic
return in this area of secondary farm production.

Poultry raising.--Villagers show extreme interest in raising
poultry, but for various reasons this type of activity has not
expande&Avery far, In the caée of ducks, lack of water and space
has kept the number raised by most households to that which they
use for home consumption only. The.few who raise flocks of ducks
on a commercial scale allow. the flocks to find food in the rice
fields as soon as they are a few weecks old. The"ducks feed on:
bits of grain left in the fields after the harvest, but in going
from place to place the ducks are often herded: thréough fields
.that havé not been harvéSted, and owners of the fields sometimes
complain that this practice.injures the plants: The lack of
good=gized swimming areas where ‘the ‘ducks can be kept,.and the -
lack of'such:space for foraging, seem to be the main limitations
to more extensive development in this area.-

In the case ofchicken raising, the limitations have been"
different. Chickens in the village have difficulty surviving
because of the ravages of a'disease-the.villégers refer to only
~as koi, or "pestilence." Typically, chickens are allowed to. run
loose without: restriction, feeding upon anything.that-is:avails

eble in the yard or house,. including the paddy which is stored
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in,bins-insidé the house,  No particular effort is made to feed
them- or care for them, with the result that large numbers of |
yhem are thin, sick looking, and afflicted with skin disorders.
- The maximuh rate of egg production is estimated at 16 days
continuous laying, which undoubtedly accounts for thd fact that
none of the villagers questioned in the sample.reported they
had egegs for sale as surplus beyond those kept for home use.

' . One -attempt was made to_intrbdude improved techniques and
methods of raising poultry by a staff member of the Fundamental
Bducation Center. New=spock,'provided by the Ministry of
Agriculture,-ﬁere given to fifteen families in the village,
along with instructions on building sheltefs, feeding, precau-
tions to insyre a(cleawywatér,supply, and assistanoa;in_giving
the~chickens innogulations. against poultry diseases. The house-
‘holds were -advised to feed the:chickens on a diet of broken rice,
paddy:, vegetable leaves, grass, bran, ‘and egg shells, together -
‘with gn@undwsh?imp-and‘small fiéh.'

; Despﬂte&all'precautioﬁa;Mallathe,chickenSjprovided.forfthis |
- test died within afShQrb-period-of-timenand the experiment has..
not.been.reﬁeated.‘ﬁThe apécifiqgﬁausezis;nOtwknOWn. but-is
prqbably;the.aame‘type of ‘disease which affevts otHer-poultry :
in the village. -Some villagers ascribe the pestilence to bad
luck, or regard it as a heavenly punishment. for unspecified
misdﬁeds{ but oﬁhensiQWCept.it;as a‘fact of .life with which they
‘live:-and to which they must, adjustﬁfmThe failure of the experi-

ment obviously fortifies the se points of view to some extent.

\ Ve
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As far as can bé determined from conversations and from
dbsefvation,lthe families selected to participate in the poultry
experiment continte to use the new méthods which were introduced,
but are back to raising local stock instead of ‘imported strains.
Aside from these few, however, there does not seem to be any
~ tendency for other households to adopt the new methods. As in-
the case of corn and tomatoes which were introduced from outside
the village, people in Khanh H&u féel that non-local.strains of
poultry are not suited to the climate and, in general, do less well
than local stock. Some farmers even claim that local stock is™
fifty percent more resistant to disease than outside poultry.
However, those who continue” to use the new methods with local -
stockTreporﬁ'visible'improvemeht over the results obtained by’
"othéf vil1agéfs{“'Fbr'exémple, they say that egg production is
nearly double, though still only oﬁewthirdfthe‘rate*achieVed by
the imﬁorted'ﬂew Stfains;Jand:that local - chickens grow fattepr
and “are stronger undér the new <diet and impraved carey: =

' 'Indﬁhatofs were ‘also introduced at the same time; and while
those who used theim say they were at léasﬁ’ésigood'as normal
methqdé, they were rot enough of &t improvémert to arouse |
interést on the part of other villagers,- These wers small’-
kerosene burning ihcubatdrs;‘prdvidédfalong with the eggs @
through the Ministry of Agriculture.’ A large part of the pros’

blem seems” t6 havé been that the eggs used were not carefullyi®
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selected, and a high proportion did not hatch. Those who used
the incubators say that a large number of eggs are needed to

make its use profitable, and that it 1s difficult to get enough
eggs. locally for this purpose. Rather than buy eggs.from the .
Ministry -of Agriculture at 2 plasters each and take the trouble

to hatch them, along with the attendant risk that some proportion.. .

will be lost, they prefer ﬁo buy .day-old. chicks in the T&n An
market for 4:to 5 piasters.,

Swine production.-=-The raising of gigs has been attended

-wiFhwprQb%emscvgpy?s;milar‘to,thoseﬁqfupoultry. Pigs are also
highly susceptible to an illness, which the villagers.refer to
in the aameﬁterm~that,@hév;u5§;f9r phe_diseasé‘whigh strikes .
poultry, toi. - New strains-ofap;gs;were also introduced ihtp..J-
theqviilage at one.time through the Ministry Qf-Agriculture;,ﬁ,
These wer@,g;veg,t¢ sevépal of the farmers,;with'the requirement
that. they repay.the government with one or,tWszigsgﬁfgm-EQ%;_f
firsy.litter, to. be given in turn to stil.l-_-:_.c?t'he.::--Mi;;asﬁﬁ;%&i Meny...
of new stock diedu,howgveng‘despite:widasprqad-innqculation;-andf
~.the. experiment does nat seem.tq: have, spr@ad Y@FY faquayond the
relqt;vely few: householda who first tQQk -parf . in iby

~Reaction to this experience is. somewhat like that in the
- poultyy, experiment, -altheough with the‘difference that-vlllggeps
do nothggém,gq feel that the-new varieties are more susceptible
to.disease-than the.local ones. Both seem to be affected to an

eqyal. degree, and.innogulations are not always.successful ip ..
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either case.' Moreover, the villagers believe the offspring of
new varieties and local"varietieslére an improvement. -over the -
local strains. They seem easier to fatten with the same. kinds -
and amounts of food, fhe meat tastes better, and it is not -
"grainy" and therefore does'not.smell bad. Farmers do not find:
any change in' fertility, and the size of the litters seems to
 be the same. "People in the village attribute the size of litters,
or in fact the ébility tb“raisé pigs at all, to what they call |
possession of a "hand" (tay) or the "lot" or "favor® of heaven
(ph&n). This 1is analogous to:the notion of a "green thumb"$in&.'
gardening, but many villagérs feel that this is the detsrmining:
factor in successful animal husbandry. ‘Without it, dit-is' udeless
tQ expect good results,-éhd«manynhaVe thereﬁore'apparémtlyz~-;
abendoned attempts in this area. fDeSpiteﬂsbmeﬁGomplaintsfthatvﬁ
participation in the gbvernment*s~pr6gram fost’ them money, the
.overall attitude, as in the éésewefﬂthekpbultry~scheme; is’ that
the experiment was: a Mgood": thihg, evenithough it failed to
produce any. ‘su'b‘stant'i:al *i=1ﬁ:i$rov-e‘mfer1‘_’l§-’.‘* 8 _
*Except-for.afféwﬁfﬁrmer&ﬂwho{have&beeﬁ more than wsually'~: . -
successful, mo st of those who raise pigs in the usual or cusks el
tomary way do so without much speciaIfattentionforicareaﬁ*@hﬁY"'F.

will buy-one or two:small piglets~each'yeaf,-rafse?thémsﬁﬁrgﬁﬁﬁﬁff ‘*Q

monthsa0r'so,’&nd.then.s@ll-thémainfthe villagewémninﬂﬁéﬂﬁﬁgé}@h3'i"4
mavkets, EoungwpingME“c@St"amounda4®O$VN} anﬁ§a£@®m"@ﬁ'ﬁﬁ@@@é;!1
sellifor approximabely’2;C00$Vl. - Dependington whétsipesel vime:
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provided during thisfperiod,-the,costqof feeding. during the six:
months interval is- about 1,000$VN, . This means a retu}n on. the
amount. invested in the animal in the vicinity of 50 percent,
pfovided-of*course that' the animal survives. Most pigs are fed
rice  bran mixed: with the pulp from banana trees and table
scraps. They move freely through the house and yard, rooting .
. for other food where they can find it. A few provide sties for
.their~animals;,but.this is not.a general practice.
| ..~ The sickness which attacks pigsyigwrecbgnized-by a sudden
loss of appetite in-the animal..-Innoculations,,furnished.tﬁ;?ggh
the. ¥eterinary service;‘arefgiven"bynthe«village nurse at a cost-
of- 15 plasters a shot;: and. some:villagers use this service,.
waevergiothers admit.that if. they-find.a pig has become ill,
_thevaill-fry:to~éell it to a. buyer or: to a- slaughter house «-.
an interesting insight into the kind of meat which sometimes’
‘makesiits way.into lecal markets.. They also- say there is general
failure:to’ comply with the law that requires that the.deaths of f
animals be feported, If a pig”dies,nfor‘example, they simply
gsell or eat;the;maat-themaelves,wand,do-notmbother toirepbrt the
death,: 0 . - O g cmae A;' e '-
,g.ﬂvfeWafarmers,;those'who;have the  "hand" for it, do raise-
pigs on;&;larQEWsseale, and -generally exercise.greater care in
doing'so,.- As an example of:thiSqlevel-of cére,.which'does exist
in¥£h@‘viliagegﬁthey feed 4. sow, who has just-produoed a litter,

a- mixture of;rige and rice:bran,.gradiually reducing the amount.of
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rice and increasing the amount of bran over a period of one
month. This is more expensive than other methods, but they
believe this diet will give the piglets a better quality skin -
(the skin hair will be smoother), and the ears will be longer.
These are considered desirable qualities in pigs, indicative of
health and good quality meat., Litters are born in the fields; -
‘and the birth 1s carefully supervised to prevent damage to the
piglets. For the first fifteen days, the piglets are kept in

a small entlosure so that they willfnot'be,Smotherédbﬁyfthé SOW,
and at feeding times the piglets are c¢arefully rotated so that"
all will receivé enough milk. At the age of two monthg they:
are ready for sale. Sows 'are not bred until -they are at least’
five months:old,'and then no more cften'thgn twice a year. °

Buffalo and cattle.--As shown earlier, ownership of ‘buffalo

and cattle 1s not very widespréad;-éven'amoﬁg7the upper and 4

- middle class households. While it would be erroneous to minimize
their importance, it is nevertheless true that a majority éf the
householdSnin-thé village are not involved inrraiéﬁﬁg"tﬁeéé“”“*
‘large animals. ' The reasons for this are not, ‘Hs ‘in the case ‘of
pigs and-poultry,Vthat there.are'difficultiés*iﬁifafsing‘thém,‘
but rather involve financial ard conveniefice: con'siderations. .
Government-furnished innobUlatfdﬁéfhﬁveﬁEﬁbaﬁéntIy'béen success-
ful in minimizing the spré&d*of&d&@%aseﬁamongfbuffaio and déﬁtle;

and villagers have not registersd complaints on'this scorei® ¢
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However, aside from plowing and harrowing at the;beéimning

bf the planting season, and possibly a second harrowing and
- rolling which takes place prior to planting a second crop, there
.18 almost no way in which the buffalo are used prodﬁctively. A
few families still use buffalo in the threshing process, but |
~the traditional method has been abandonéd by mbst househoids.
They are not used as beasts of burdenﬁ-dq not haul carts in this
- village, and are not used to draw water or for similar chores.
.Eor;a-larger_partlof the;year;.therefdre, they require care for
- which thefe~is no concurrent return. Some villagers have said
that 1f you have children-who can look after the buffalo, it is
~ cheaper to own one, but if you must hire someone to tend them 1t
 is more‘economical‘tbihire,them.when they are néeded.
© 1 Gattle, too, are little used as beasts of burden, and are
gregard@d,as:infenior_tpfbuffélo for farm work. Because the
. pasturage isﬁSprQQr,gtheyrg;ve'no;milk,for hbmé.use,or for sale.
Enesh_milk,and‘Q$her#da}py.prgducts aréjnpt used by most Viet-
_‘namesg,rur&}fﬁamil%g@;ng;@his-}s;not.conéidered an important .
L@sa¢_fThe,mainpurppse'in raising cattle, therefore, is for,sale
.aq$mgat,jand while sSome are slaughtered. !ﬂuring-the;year at_
'vili@gghfeppivals,;mostqqr.themuare;sold-outside_thé-uiliagé. .\
“xhgwgng;exceptionstbgthis_general;practiQeVis_an.imported;cow‘;
a,Whﬁshwiﬁnbeing,Kapt‘innthe viLlangbY.ﬁhe'veterinary'sefviceiin
.Tan. An., Much larger than the, typical Vietnamese cow, it is being
raised for its milk-giving qualities. To aid in this project,
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the farmer who takes care of it supplements the usual diet of
straw and grass with rice bran mixed with water and a mixture
‘of?bananaé-and”Sugar cane.

Probably the biggest bar to more widespread ownership of
large animals is the financial one. Grown buffalo and cattle
sell for upwards of 4,0004VN, and calves sell for half that
amount. This represents a sizeable investment by village
standards, and there sre risks attendant which many are unwill=
ing to undertake. A buffalo loan program was begun in early
1956, ‘under which some farmers were able to burrow up to 3, 500$VN
‘to purchase buffalo imported from Thailand. Since that time,
however, no new opportunities to borrow have been open to pedpié _
in the village. General opinion of the program seems to he that
the opportunity was a welcome one, although they point out that
Thailand buffalo are smaller and 'do not work as well as Viet-

- namese.

Convenience Seems to be ‘another factor, particularly among
the upper ¢lass households who could afford to own their buffalo
in most cases. Instead they'prefer-to;rent'the'plowing“séfVEbes
from others, and therefore avoid the necessity of investing in,
and caring for,: animals which have a 1"imi’t~=éid-‘-ﬁfse'fufffev"sf% 6 them.
‘Further, hoﬁsehﬁldﬂ*ih*this“ﬁﬁﬁfdéé&bndmﬁé?gfdﬁb”WHﬁid not'be
interested in the additional income which might‘dériVe from
renting plowing and‘harrowipgﬁ§$r¥§qgswpp_otherst At the other

end of the scale;.theﬂlowenfaadxm£$gle class households who own

e
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or rent small amounts of land would benefit from owning,buffalo
because they could then .avoid payment of the cash costs of
renting plowing service and also add another source of income
through renting to others. .However, for them the initial cost
ishthe stumbling block, The'infreqqenéy of cattle raising is
probably explainable in the same‘terms.

The large animals are usually kept in a separate-shed at
night,_located near or adjoining the house on the homeplot. .
There they are provided with shelter, straw and water,.but _

.. during the day they are allowed to roam along village streets

and paths, over ‘dried fice fields, or afg,picketedain one of the
- few pasture spots that are avéilabler_ There they eat the grasses
-there‘are no_resprictlgns‘pn phg;r movemgnts:gthe;_than_phat they
‘must. stay awgy from garden areas, Young boys.usually,accompahy
them during the day to move them. from spot to spot to keep them
from causing. crop damage., - and ‘Lo bring them home at night., No
payment .is made for;grazingfnightsand:with virtually unlimited
-access to all parts of the fields the villagers doqnotufegl,théy
- have a problem in obtaining adequgpg_pasturage. They. -are. aware.
that'the feed available-to~their animals is. poor, .and that their
“cattle are thin hy outside. atandards, but they. do:not seem overly
| concerned by the fact.

A Summary of Observations g e

" Future prospects for secondar farm roduction.-- The

‘d

. g
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foregoing description should give some impression of the pre-
'sent role played by secondary farm production in Khanh Hiu, and
also some of the factors which seem to have been responsible for
it. In a sehse, there are few surprises, for the basic problem
is the familiar oné of poor resources or an inadequate“kﬁQWIedge
of how'to make better use of mediocre ones. The most promising
~area for improvement is in the raising of poultry and pigs, but
experience has shown that hasty experimentation does not always
work and the prevalence of disease in both cases poses a critical
prOblem that requireslsound technical assistance and advice.
Superstition and folk lore are also important blocks to change
here, but obviously successful examples will go far in breaking
these down. An indrease in'vegetable ahd fruit cultivation is
inhibited by more fundamental difficulties --_1ack of water, lack
of proper soils, and some lack of financing. WWhile some improve-
ment can undoubtedly be made, this is not an area of great
promise. Finally, buffalo and cattle, currently raised by a |
minority of villagers, could also be iﬁcrgased, although the

area is not ideal for it and there are financial problems
associated with initial inveétment and in obtaining food, the
lattéf particularly if the number of animals increases substan-
_tially'aﬁd the present pasturage facilities becoms overtaxed.

- In the case of fish culture, allack of access to water underlies
most failures to take it up, and this is not alwayé.remediable -

by the efforts by the villages themselves.
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All in all, prospects for increasing farm income through.
additional secondary or supplemental production are not bright.
Although marginal improvements could be made in all areas, they -
hold little promise of substantial improvement in village .l}iving
standards. As was the case with respect to rice prodqct;op,rwsi
have efidénce of the basic incapacity of the village to suppart .
its growing population from its agricultural activities alene..



Chapter VI .
THE MARKETING PROCESS

- The. Market for Rice at the Village Level

- The sale of the annual rice crop@lé--The'culmination of the
effort and waiting that go into the production’of rice is in the
sale of the harvest, and over_two—thirds of the village crop is
sold for cash. The marketlng process whllc in some respects a
simple one,lls also an 1nterest1ng process which provides infor-
\mation about the people involved as well as insights into the klnd
of market structure the- villagers facs. This structure has been
changlng in recent years, although possibly less in the area of
Khanh Hau than e.l.sewhere° It is unfortunate that it is not p0851ble
to glve a complete Picture of the market for rlce, from the farmer
through all intermediate stages to ‘the stages of retail and export;
but this information 1s not readily available and the portioh'@f‘f
the market described here affords a, llmlted view only. - .;

Slnce Khanh Hau produces rice that matures at dlfferent tlmes,
thcre is no slngle tlmo when the farmers:are seeking to sell. " |
Instead it flows 1nto the market over a period of ‘months. starting
pwlth the first harvests 1n September and contmnuing into the |
followmng February -and March.‘ Not only dowthe crops mature at

dlfferent tlmes, but _the w1lllngness to gell w ll vary with

L it

1ndividual famers. oome evidsnce of" the pattsrn 1is prov1ded by
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replies given in the survey, -and which are shown in Table 6.1,

They indicate that for village farmers as a whole, around one-fourth
do not have enough paddy in a normal year to sell as a cash crop.

Of those who do, the timing of the sale tends to fall into one

of three main patterns. As expected, the patterns differ between
the different socio-economic classes, but in some ways'ths results

of‘the'survey are surprising.
TABLE 6.1

' TIMING OF RICE SALiS, BY SOCTO-ECONOMIC CLASS,
VILLAGE OF KHANH.-HAU

R £ Sal :Upper Class:Middle Class Lower Class All Classes
time ol vale Percent -~  Percent  Percent  Percent
Immediately after . _ o
harvest : : - 364 17.6 . 17.9 20,9
. Some. immediately . |
after harvest, - _
) s0le lateI‘ ' ’ 27 03-_ o 70 n_6 - 707 ' 26.9
- Throughout the yecar ST , :
as cash is needed 9.1 5.9 - 30.8 20.9
When the prlce is - . “ .7 . |
highest == . - 18.2 5.9 2.6 6.l
Do not. haVe enough : o SRR o
’ Total: =~ 100.1 , 100.0 - -©100.0  100.2

J—— ; = = = . - : == ; i .
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A large proportion.of farmers in the lower class {41.0 percent)
do not raise.enough rice to sell any for cash, since the size of
landholdings by this group, by definition, contains the smallest
holdings of all. Selling the crop immediately after harvest implies
a certain‘inability”to~delay sales very long, a pressure to obtaim
cash, -and one would expeet to find that a high percentage oftthe_
lower income groups and a small portion of theé highest income groups
sould fall in this category. This does not seem to be the case.
In'fact, over one-third of the upper class farmers replied that they
also sold their rice immediately after the harvest. It may be that
many upper class farmers were préssed, and therefore sold their’
crop as soon as possible.. On the other hand, this may have been =~
the time when they preferred to sell, and not imply eagerness to
- get cash in all.casés;'_The majority (54 .6 percent) of the upper
class' housecholds, however, sellltheirjcropLat various times'afterr'.
.the.hervest; A substantial proportion-ofﬂmiddle class households
sell ‘some rice 1mmediately, but hold “gemé’ for later: Sale At the
‘other end of the.scale, a large shére. of lower class farmers sell
rice throughout the year as their nead forfcash‘arlseSa' |

The probatle*explanation for these findings, assuming the ' .
responses to the questlon are’ reliable, is that many farmers,
'partlcularly those among tho lower class, do not have ‘enough ricel”
to constltute a: genulne “¢ash crop.- ALl farmers supply ‘their own -
'rlce neods from their: ‘erop,’ sometimes by keeplng part of their

hanvast., but sometlmes by, selllng their crop an& uying ‘back rice
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of lowér.quality_and pricé_for home néeds. Immediate sale-aléo
provides the cash for repayment of debts and payment of rents.

This would be covered by the nearly one-half (h7;8_perceﬂt),who
sell part or all of their harvest immediately. deer class house-
holds who have enough rice to sell probably do not have very. much,
and their pattern therefbre is frequently to keep paddy instead of
convertiﬁg it into:caéh, but selling small amounts throughout the. .
yeaf.as.oash needs arise. The temptation to_spend ‘cash is‘probably‘
very great, therefore the preference for-holding less liquid assets.
Only the upper class households showed ény_sizeable‘proportion
(18.2 percent} who marketed essentially on the baéis of price
considerations,‘but_the,small 8ize of the sample may have colored
‘thlS result to some extent. .

. There are no central markets in the vicinity of Khanh Hau
where farmers and buycrs gather to~arrange‘the:salb.of‘the-paddy.
Instead, buying and sélling.is on an individual basis which probably;
on balapce,,wérks;to_thq advantage_of’the;buyérs,F'A large pro- -
| portion of those'who.sell.rice; at least three-fourths, sell to
f ripe'merchantsfﬁho:come¢from1the_village of Khénh.Hau'of,from-
-'neighboring viliages of similar size. These merchants are all
Vlbtnamese, and all are also farmers in their ‘own rlght Villagers
say that this has always been true and that Chinese have never
beengimportant buyers_ofnlopallrlce.‘ In-fOrmar;timas, Vietnamese
. WOrRed_as.agents,fqr.Chinese, but how_they work for their own

; accopntrr.Only lqyperpéntuof the-households sell directly to buyers -
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from Cholon, still the center of the rice trade iﬁ Vietnam, but
a significant proportion of these a;e upper class fémilies~wﬁo
have larger amounts to sell and are therefore of greater interest
to the Cholon merchants than the small volumefproducefs. For
example, none of the lower class households ssllsndirettly to
-Cholon buyers.l
The first dontabt leading to & sale of paddy may cdme'from

'eitherfthe-merchanﬁ or the farmer, ‘depending on the needs in each' -
caseéa“Aifarmer anxious to sell some of his paddy seeks out one or
more merchants, gels .price quotations, and closes the sale at the
bestfpricefhe-finds;“:Merchanﬁs:who“wantwpaddy canvass farmers? -
homes, making offers and picking up what they can. In geheral;h'
merchants will be seeking paddy at times when the price of rice
in Saigon is relatiﬁely"high,fbut at othsr times it-is-the~farmer_
who looks for a buyer.

 Eas?.generalizations about the ¥price of rice® aréﬁﬁéfytlikely
to be nisleading because the price in any“Caso*is?a*fﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁbf -
many-factbrsu' In the flrst placé, VietNam grows a grbé%-number of
different Varleties fic i rlce, each: dlstlngulshed f?om the “other by
taste, texture ands slmiimr characteristics<énd%V%&%%dlin ‘different
. ways by the consuming:public .5 Vapﬂoua bafts‘ f”thefcountry are
-suited-to produce dlfferent variéﬁié%P’aﬁHWén axpefienced rice
merohant can take a handfh& af @bdﬁyiahd %el& Wwhers in Viet Nam it

SR BV R R . 1
“ . .

- U Proportions’ based ‘on' suriey dHEE:"
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wag grown. Among the varieties there is further distinction'
between one of three: grades, the grades in this case being fixed
by the'éize and .shape of the grain. Fihally, there is the matter
of the quality.of the paddy, which is related to how well it has
‘been winnowed, how well it has been dried, and what proportions .of |
bran and broken rice can be expected to come from it. This is
further complicated‘by_the_fact that the goVernment-has-fixed a
ranée of 40 - 604VN to beApaidifor-paddy of ‘average quality, but .
the price of high and low quality rice is not subjecttto control.
There is also the matter df.transportation cost, which will tend

to depress paddy prices in proportion to the distance of the seller
from Saigon. | .

The sources of price information open to the farmer are limited
and haphazard, so;he,must_bargéin:more or less blindly. There .are =
nolradio"reports 6f Saigon prices, nor is there‘any price infor-
mation available through the newspapers. or through government
- agencies. . Instead, -the farmer tries to judge the probable ptice
he can get for his paddy from: what he knows. of prices paid to his
neighbors or'relativesj.from scattered_reports,brought-back,to.the
village‘byHOthprgfammerslwno'have.returnad from & visit, or written
reports from relatives if he.has any who r._‘liv,e._'-ir.rf.fSa-ngn:.:s ‘He will |
start byfgskiﬁg,what he'oonsiders—tofbe.a:high‘pricé,‘given what -
Iinformation-he hés. AIf that is. aocepted, ths word will be passcd
- and other farmers will start out by asking even higher prlces. If

the orlglnal asking price is refuged, and 1f he really wants to sell,
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hehwili_have to come down until it is gccepted. Thus, by crude
maneuvering, the seller. attempts to find the market price and mako
the best, bargaln he can find. | |

o The‘buyers,_however, have access to much better information
than-the sellers, with the result that by moving duickly they can |
take full,advahtegenof the imperfection in market knowledge on
the.selling side ef the market.. Merchants tend to gather daily. at
certain rice mills in theilarger towns. There théy\cohe-in_contact
with other merchants and. with buyers from Cholon and discuss prices.
end market forecasts. These meetings tend to fulfill the;function
of a feal-pOmmodity;market,-although.they are not actually . .organ-
ized es such. Merchahts also make trips to Cholen itselfV-and
there learn at first hand the developments taklng place in the main
,market._ These frequent contagts. produce more. seund information
than'is available to farmersey,Forbexample, buyers w1ll probably
learn of a slight upward shift.in the prigeof . rice a day or two.
before, thls 1nformat10n becomes widespread in. the village, and by.
tmoving qulckly can buy paddy from farmers at. the old prlcee- Once:. .
the farmers learn of the change, by noting.the increased bying or
” - from.outside sour¢es,:thosé-Whoueanfdo,so will hold. out7forrthe~"
hlgher price Whlch they then know .can be patd, and the 1nit1al
_advantage to the buyer w1ll have gone. :

I murchsnt's annual volume ef busingss is limited- lamgely by
‘_hls capltal. lhe vlllage merchants, who are the most erQuent

_buyers 1n Khanh Heu,‘tend a. be;smell operators with an'annwal
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turnover of no more than a few thousand gia. Some of them are so
hampered by lack of capital that they buy from farﬁeré on partial
credit, promising payment of the balance when they have resold |
 the paddy.”'This procedure requires that they offer slightiy'higher
prices, which reduces their profit on thefoperation and hampers
their attempts to accumulate capital. Most merchants do not have
a special place of business, but store the purchésed-paddy‘in rice
mills until they are ready to sell it again. When they féel the
price is ay'a'desirable'figure,'they have the rice milled and“théq:
gsell to one of the dealers from thlon. It is in the course of J
these contacts that the merchants get to know the movement of
prices in the larger markets.

Another alternative is that the local merchant will mill his
rice and take it directly to Cholon for his own account. Once there,’
he tékes samples of his rice to Various'whOIésalers; rééeives
offers from-them; and finally selects the one to whom he will sell,
The government is also a buyér of rice, and again the salglis based
on bids made when samples of the rice are ‘shown. Although some
merchants’ in:Khanh Héu-dofsell;difect1Y'in Cholon, this ié”hot
common practice;='Moét?6f theﬁ*é?é“tdb’smalluand“too'uanMiliar
with market practices in the-large*biﬁylto”attémpﬁ“any‘buéiness
activity beyond the T&n An area. . e

The\ﬁefchant‘mUSﬁ undertake to transport paddy from the house -
_of the seller to the mill where it will be stdéred until résold; |

The bran extracted during the milling process will be roughly enough
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to cover the costs of transporting from the village to the nearby . -
mills., The. broken rlce obtained is. bagged and sold in Tén An,'end_
is,never shipped to Cholon. . The whole milled rice, also bagged -
in 100 kilo saoks, is now shipped primarily by truck, although some
still moves by. water through :the network of rivers and canals. |
Transportﬂtlon costs by truck in 1958 were 104VN. per 100 kilos, -in
addition to.which there were taxes levied on the shipment in T&n
Anfbefore it.left for Cholon. The markup on whole milled rice
between T8n An and Gholon was in the vicinity of AL3§VN to LEPVN
per 100 kilos, ‘which included transportatlon cost, bagglng, taxesy
angd a proflt of from 54VN to 1O4VN for the merchante

It should be p01nted out that this estimate of the- prloe-spread
betwean the two ‘cities is only.am estmmate- There are no published
data which give actual prloos paid:and - received.‘ This piecture ef -
the prlolng is based upon the descriptlons prov1ded by Khanhrﬂau-,;
and Tan An rice merchants. Thelr. storles contradicted -ong, another:
at. aome points, but the above represents a general-oonsensus~ofu~
what they.said~oeouns. As a rule 1t -would be falr 0o -8ay. that ST
merchants. were very reluctant ©o give speclfic 1nformatoon O . v Frinel
thlngs such as. prioes, ~AMOUNTS handled perryear,genddohare .of - the "
‘market, and 1mportant detail iaﬁt"reﬁpre l@ekinga &ll merchants,@

ofqthe tbﬁngs whion aoted to 1norease%

the price of milled r10&~¥n S@igon weﬁ~the frequent 1nspeetlon of
"ehipments made by customs pheok points along the way. To_av01d- &

"tdelay or . penalty payments, oustome officers were offered -gnd.
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accepted, bribes'bf varying amounts.. The effects of this practice
would, of course, be multiplied the farther a shipment had to
_trével; for this would mean an increésed number_of'check points to
pass through. :

As: general practice, merchdnts like to keep a portion of their
holdlngs in the form of milled rice so that they can sell it
immedlately should an attractive offer suddenly come along. On .
the other hand, if they*can-affdrd to do 80 ﬁhej_will Keep another
portion in the mills in paddy form so that‘they.can place 1t on
the market during the third or fourth lunar month, at a time when
prices have usually advanced somewhat. . k‘

The'ricelmerchantsrthus-gaﬁher the paddy, transport it to the
larger local mills, convert it into milled rice and send it t6 the
Cholon market as price-conditions there make this most-advantageous
to them. In close contact with the Cholon market, théy have a
_distinctlnyaVOfable positioﬁ*relatiﬁe to the farmers;¢thfafé'not’
only shut. off from aecurate and timely market information, but in
many. cases are undsr pressuretd- sell at least a portion of thelr .
paddy as soon as it is. harvested. The price control program, whi ch
puts a floor as well as a celling én the price fdrmers réceive for
their average quallty paddy, may~providewsome protection to the _
farmers. Also, thers has been an indreasing'am6Unt of competition
6n.the'buyingiéide-of the market in recent yéars,“Neﬁertheléss 
'it;seemS'probable-that, as the.villagers believe, the price control
 program is:mdre:helpful to the consumérs in-the_citiéé'than it ig-"

. two. them.
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The rice mcrchant. —- As noted carller, the rice merchants

w1th whom the villagers deal most frequently come from the same or.
a ne;ghborlng‘yillage, are Vietnamese,,and usually are farmers.
chémselves. Only the larger farmers in Khanh Hiu deal with_merchaﬁtc
coming from Cholon,‘morc and more of:whom.are_Viétnamese rather |
than Chincsew_ Some of the village mefchants learned the elementsc
cf the business from fathers or relatives, but a majority of them.
do not come from what could be termed mercantile families. Some
of.the_merchants operate fice mills, in addition to farming and
dealing in rice, but this is not true of all merchants or of all.
rice millers. In terms of chio~eccnomic‘c1ass, they tend.to come
from_the_mid@le and upper class, with more from the latter than .
.'cthe_fprmar.'“Only one of_thechpﬁ;qﬁkﬁgclgssednas a "substantial®
mercﬁant, but. even so heqCQuldJﬁQQ;ngsaid;tOHdeinate the village.
buying or,excpcise.an undue'influence-over it. In short, the. role3 
of rice merchant is .one which 1s essentlally secondary to.other .
occupations, involying peoplc who are undlstlnguishable from thﬁlrg:
nelghbors elthcr by virtue of wealth or social posltlon, fhr,gyam'
hntry into the ranks of merchants is free except for thc
, requlrements of flnanclng and a large amount of gkl%& @n%ﬁcqurage.;
~which can &rap the beginner, the, numbem of paq@Le engaged in thls,‘

3{_.“.7'“’ I8

E{Because cf the 1ntrlcaCleS of’ the trddc, %n

"occupatnon chqngcg from year t@’ ;%¢year as.many as .
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only on awareness of current prices and costs, but also on-a’
thorough knowledge of rice itself. Lack of experience in judging
the amount of milled rice which will come from a given bateh of
paddy can lead to:bverestimation‘of the amount of milled rice and
underestimation of the amount of broken'rice, as well as miscalcu~
‘ latibn"of the amounts of bran which will result. On a largé scale,
thié.cduld be disastrous. For this reason, some rice mill oper- |
ators refréin from acting as merchants becavse they feel they do
not have ehough experience to know‘fully what success in the field
requires.

‘A number of recent failures are attributed, by the villagers,
t0 the government's refusal to permit rice exports. In’ﬁheir view,
several of the merchants had bought paddy at high prices, and had
milled and stored it in‘antiCipation of even higher prices. The
closing down of exports brought a subsequent drop in'domestié'pfices,
with the result thét the merchants were forced to ligquidate their
‘stocks at a loss.  This vefsion"ié'not based on accurate facts, for
 althoﬁgh éxpOrts'in 1957’%6?5'1imitéd3'VietNam exported 183,871
‘metric tons of rice. The gdvernméﬁf'sipfogfaM”bf'fiﬁitatibh'may
have had some depreSSing:effeCté but not a serious one. - There
seemed to be general agreement, however, that the ﬁﬁmber of merchants
had*decreaéed from 1957 to 1958; and this was because most of them
suffered sevére losses for some reason in the prior year. It
stiilfséems3reﬁﬁdhab1e‘ih:this,daSe to-add the hazards of changes in

‘gov@fnmént‘pdiicy“to the other normal risks which the meréhént'fac@s.
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The villagé'rice merchants'are of interest as a group because,
like the rice mill operators, they fepresent the emergence of an
entrepreheurial group in the village. In some cases, of course,

mill operator and merchant,are_the sameﬁperépp,. Aside from that,
‘however, the merchants, objective in business 1s to buy cheap and
Selltdear,‘and are:willihg to fisk.savings and borrowings in the
process. By and large, village society does not concern them for .
%their prpfit motive. No stigma attaches_to.the merchant as such,
and although farmers hargain and haggle with him in selling their
crops, he is not hated or feared. Still a numbef of factors weigh
- against commer01al success, and probably inhiblt the rate at which
entrepreneurlal act1v1ty can grow. o

in discussions with the merqhanté, a number of problems‘were-
brought but which placed the_Vietnamese at a disadvantage as a
tusiness man, particularly vis;aavis the Chinese. The first of
these was a pervasive lack of funds.which limtted\the scale of
opérations and the capacity for adopting new idegso Closely linked
to this was the belief thatHVigthamegg_ﬁq_not_trust one another, -
.a.factpr whi§h_made}it_difficult to malntain partnerships or. to
expand the_bugiqeés into-one with numepgps,shafes. Not iny;did;
.this indicate a certain tendency.toward_inétability iq‘partﬁé;ships,
but it also added to_thqjdifficultigs:Qf;pooling-funds.andwacgumula-
ting adequate.supplieé of capital. This .same quality prbbably
accounts for the apparent lack of collective action among rice;m,n

.merchants to flx prices or otherwise oontrol the buyinc Ln the

e
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‘villagesfor their own advantage. Lack of experience,’coupled with
limite&:opportUnities to acquire it, is another factor. Vietnamese
were also pictured as lacking organizatiOnal aoility, as being
unable to keep adequate records of their business dealings, and
as leSs.able to plan an operation carefully and carry it out.
These businessmen felt that Vietnamese frequently were not tactful
in their business dealings, and often falled-to bestir themselves
for the extra effort which might bring extra business. For some ,
ailife of'commercial;trading'is one which bothers the consecience.
One villager, a devout BuddhiSt was a merchant for a short time,'
but he gave it up because he feélt he had to be a "teller of llesﬂ
in order to survive as a merchant. In his vlew, 1t became a
necessary part of the occupatlon to mi51nform the fqrmers on the
prlce of rice in order to ensure a proflt. Rather than contlnue
-to do thls, the man gave up his merchant act1v1t1es to once agaln
become a tenant farmer-”” | h | o

'On the other side of the coin, theLmost'successful merchants
_have'expanded their'activities'ln°volume and in area, and show
indications of being able to plan and’ organlze ‘business actlvities
with skill. One of them, the sén of 'a rice merchant draws on
. Vietnamese tradition to~ support his- approach to life, and hus
":adopted as his motto a proverb which translates freely as, "The

-home of the truly big man, ‘the clevar man, is everywhere"'

(Chi guﬁn tﬁ c&u chén __p_ g ep _g_ rgdng phg td ha g_ g__)
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Under it his interests have ranged from the Plaine des Joncs to

Banméthudt. After suffering a severe loss in an accident, which
destroyed a truck and its cargo, he borrowed money to begin again,
this time by opening a rice mill.

On balance, thé prospects for increased entrepreneurial
activity seem good, although the characteristics noted, if frue,
will provide drawbacks. Howevef, the increased opportunities, the
greater competition which will be possible as a result of the
growth of local rice mills, and the lack of strong cultural bars
to the occupation of merchant-entrépreneur appear to be the more

dominant influences at the present time.



Chapter VII ,
NON«AGRI CULTURAL EBCONOMIC ACTIVITLES

A Description of the M in Occupatlons

General. -~ The heavy emphesis on the soil and farm productlon
'1n Khanh Hau relegates non-agrlcultural act1v1t1cs to a minor role
in village llfe. This does not mean that they are all unimportant,
for they clearly function 1n response to a variety of needs.
However, there are few signs that these activ1t1es w1ll develop ‘
- much beyond their present secondary status.
| People engaged in these non-farm activities do not fall into |
~ easily distinguishsble categoriee. Many, but not all, follow a
long standing family occvpation, but since village society does not
have well-defined institutions which allocate people into rarious
occupations -- there are no equivalents of occupational castes,
guilds,_or religious sanctions for or against certain kinds of work,,
fOr.example -~ there 1s some mobllity into and out of all occu-
’petionse- All activities are compatible with farming, and many of
the village Specialists also engage in farming or own land. Some
of the lcss important non-farm occupations, such as weaving and
petty commerce, are essentlelly gources of - supplementary income
for the wives of ferm households. The factors which determine
entry into non-farm activities therefore tend to be somewhat unique.

" in-each case, and are<releted more to knowledge, opportunity and
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economic incentives than to ths influence of any village insti-
“tutions as such.

'Storekeeping. -- There are ‘stores located in va arious parts of

the village, but vnllke many V1llnges in the area, there is nothlng
whlch could properly be termed a shoppinv or market center. - The
largest number of stores is found in the ﬁp Dlnh-ﬁp_Mdl re51deﬁee‘
area, which is eise:ﬁhe'mainlpobuiétieh'eehéeﬁtration in Eﬁe vil1age.
Here; there ‘are a half dozen bu51nesses that are blg enough to be
-classed as’ stores. At least that ﬂany more are really only stando"‘
: seiiihé'e'lihited number‘of articles. - With so few,‘lt is.dlfflcult
to descrlbe thelr locatlon in terms of ahy pattern but they tend
tO’ClUStGP where people gather. bor example, three of them qrej‘.

located near the ‘school and the V1llage Einh and’ coun011 houoe’_a,g

which is the most’ frequently V1sited part of the v1llape, and these

. other enB of the V11iage.. Around the market area of the nelg._
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born in the viilage, are married to someone from the village, or
are_ne}ated_to_a’village.family.  Thus the stereotype of the Chinese
or the outsider controlling village commerce does not hold true in
Khénh'Hﬁu._ From limited observation, the same is true of the other
‘.villages nearby.
n_Most of the storekeepers.had some pnevious experience in the

same type of work prior tp:the.time they established their present
places_of npsines53' The.Chinese-for example,_went through an
sapprenticeship period:inhChinese drug shops before striking out on
their own = one.efithe@ began_asfan apgfentice in T&n An. dne
Vietnamese learned the rudiments o£ theﬂbusiness from his father,
who was also a storekeeper. _He.adQed'to‘this,ekperienCe_later,by
opersting a charcoal business.in:Cholon,(put_this_went bankrupt
‘durinﬁitnelwsn_years._ The women stofekeepers,reflwhom_there are
;fonr,eitherhhad priortexperience.as_an:assistant in the store of
another br_started as a peddler_oripetty merchant in the market
place.’ ihe women have thus tended to move into this occupation by.
' grsdual stages, often’as exp&n31ons of their petty trad:ng. Mest-:
t of.them come from farm, not commercisl families. -Some stores, efe‘
run by wives of farmers, and while the hushsnd may take some active
part in running the store, the cpieﬁ‘responsibility for 1% rests
- with the Wife None of the. Khanh Hau stores is large enough to
irequire paid a351stants or, apprentices Wives and husbands share.-
‘_the duties, which consist mainly of being in the store while the

" other is &way, and although older children may help out from time_
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to time there is llterally no opportunlty for those outside the
nuclear famlly to galn experlence in thls occupctlon. All stores
are run by a nuclear famlly unlt and there,ls no participation'by
other members of the extended famlly.:'Thereﬁis.also no sign‘ofr
spe01allzatlon by extended famlly, whlch means that a nuclear
family operatlnn a store is usually the only.part of the extendedzr

amlly d01np sor o | o

' The term ”store"_as used here refers to s business selllng a
wide varlety of general merchandlseo In phy51cal terms, the E t
busiress area is usually the front part of a bulldlng that has'ﬁ:ww
11v1ng quarters for the storekeeper and hisg famlly elther at the
rear or attached ‘at one side. Stores are located in all housejhhu
types -- thatch frnme and brick -- but 211 have the same feature |
of comblnlnv llvinp and worklng spece 1n the same or. adjacent.- E
':bulldln ‘5. As you enter the store proper the goods for salé*A?ej"”
d'1n full dlsplay on sheives and tables, and custoners are free to'ﬁf

_examlne them and select what they want. Occasienally there is a

crude counter in the store where the cash Lox and some of the more‘

commonly purchased 1tems are kept.

'di’v%»."' e
The varlety of goods on hand dlffers;f"mgstore to store and

ecapital or to credlt.- Storekeep_

!

'e_one another?s offerlngs.x With
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there is no tendency to specialize in particular linesa_ A typleal
general store, therefore, will carry a'large selection of-goods
such as these: metal kitchenware, chinaware, crude kitchen pottery,
water:jars, writing materials and school supplies, chopstieks,,
canned nllk tea, limited amounts of canned food; wines and
_brandles, beer soft drlnks joss, votive paper, candles, lampsy
kerosene textlles, ‘some ready made clothing, mosqu1to ‘netting,

hats, haherdashery, drue items, flashlights, wooden clogs and

rubber sandals, fish traps mats, baskets, shoulder boards, sickles,

knives, rope, plassware, patent medicines, tobacco and cigarettes,

L
TR

3

betel leaves and areca nut llme, spices, sauces, small cakes,

_candles, and limlted amounts of fresh vegetables, fruits and dried

;q”flsh This is not 1ntcnded to be an exhaustive list, nor do all

the stores carry all of tho above items. .However, it provides some

idea of the range and kind of things which can be purchased locally

without leavlne the village for the larwer market ‘towns. When

‘ asked what thines they would llke to add to their stocks, eiven

the extra capital to do S0, most storekeepers could not think of
any item partlcularly in demand which they did not already have.
A fow replled they would add textiles when they did not have them
1n their stores, and one would add blcycles bicycle accessorles,

sewinp machines and fertilizero None of the villape stores sell any

.of these last mentloned ‘things, for, w1th the exceptlon of fertlllzer,

-'they are all relatively expen51ve and turn over slowly in a rural

' community.
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The competitive area ektends beyond the boundaries of the
village,‘because large market towns are easily reached by cheap
and frequent bus service -Thus prices in tho large . towns of Tan
An and Mytho, and in the smaller but important market centers_
of Tan H1ep and T&n Hddng,‘urovide the measure against which
- village stores must ‘check. Most storekeepers make a practice of
checking retail prices in at least one of. these places two or
three times a week, usually when thsy go for their own inventory
'needs, However, their pricing practices are erratic, and price’
competition iu not very vigorous.‘ Some of them say they would no1
reduoe priccs to meet a lower price of stores in other towns unt1L
they could find a supplier who would also sell at a reduced price.
Not until they had worked off the old 1nventory at the higher price.
would they cut to a new lower level. Mark-ups tend to be high on.
low priced thinos (e '8¢5 25 percent on cheap kitchen pottery) and
lower on hth priced goods (e g. ClOthlnﬂ handbags, luxury goods)a
A certain amount of bargainin 7 ay take place between customers and |
storekeepers on some of the more expensive things but on standard
items that are purchased frequently there 1s one fixed priced for,__
all. On the whole, therefore, bargaining 1n the stores is minimala”
Barter is also very limlted, and rarely takes place between store-lw
' keepers and customers,: What little barter there is 1nvolves . Vh
.neighbors and friends in the exchange of farm produceaﬁ Thus,ths_j,
o prlce structure in village stores, is one of roughrcorrea,ondence_

;( i

with prices in towns and villages nearby, but subjectuto spme price
. _ o SR, .

. Jns,r__:? Fg Ll E
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lag as the result of indifference, lack of full knowledge,'or"
unwillingness to cut old profit marging. _

Villape storekeepers tend to feel that their business depends
largely on their location, the variety of eoods they stock their
ability to extend credit to customers, and ‘the personality of the
storekeeper himselfr‘ Prices cannot be too far out of line,lbut
v1llapers do not ”shop around” when patronizing v1llaﬁe stores, and
once they have selected a place they continue to deal with it almost
exclUSively This opinion gains some . support from the - events of
the last few years. The most recent store to come to Khanh Hau was
_opened by a Chinese in 1953 It 1s located directlv across from
the school and carries the largest selection of goods of any store
in the village in addition to which the storekeeper is a prac- -
titioner and dispenser of‘Chinese mediCine, Three older.stores,'
'all located in the same v1c1n1ty, report their 8ales in recent years
have fallen of f bv one - fourth to one- third their former level. Some
of this is due to poor harvests, but a mawor part of it must be
_ascribed to the appearance of the new - competitor who came from
outside the v1lereo His locational advantaee and his sale of
med101nes have attracted customers initially, and many of them have
continued to concentrate their purchaSing there Since h1° prices:
.are no lower than the other stores, and he. does not extend credit :
w1dely, the explanation must rest in the- factors 1ndicated '

| For all stores, there is a distinct seasonal pattern of sales.

_;After the harvest, and particularly 1f it has been a good one, .
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-villagefS‘tend-td buy the more expensive things they needzbﬁt
cannot’afford-at-other_times:of the year. The lunar new year is
another special time for buying, and the. demand for cloth and for
children's clothes becomes specially heavy at that time. On the
first :and the fifteenth of ¢ach lunar month there is:a spurt in
the purchase'of candles and joss for the ceremonies which celebrate
those days. The most steady business, through the'entire‘jear,»is
for-such.thiﬂgs as sauces, kérosene, tobacco, c¢andy, cakes and
oookies, writing materials, tea, and the ingredients for chewing
betél.' Turnovéf of the rest of the stock is very slow, except for
the pattern already noted.

A1l of the local storekeepers have:started their present -
businesses themselves; none of them inherited his' store or purChased
it as a going concern. All of them haveafaced-a problem of -
‘ingufficient capital, and all of them have borrowed money to buy - -
and maintain stocks. For borrowing, they rely on open book credit .-
frém supplying merchants, or organize or participate in a h3l. :Both
methods are popular, but most storekeepers express a preference for:
the open book ecredit if they can obtain it.. Although they profess
to pay no interest on such borrowing, éndfsay that-prices are not ..
raised in such cases, there-is;prdbably some advance. in théqpfices
at which their burchases*from'suppliers»are recorded. At times only
- partial. credit is ‘allowed, and in such cases one~third in eredit is-
a common'proportion,a-On some;goods,wtextiles.and-pdttery for

example, 'no credit:is given at all., Thus, far from being financially
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strong, ‘Important factors in the village economy, village store- .
keepers are,in fact, heavily indsbted to others5and-operate
marginal, relatively ﬁndeveloped'enterprises.' _

| - The tempo in a village store is a slow and lazy one. The guiet
that prevails most of the day is broken from time to time by the
arrival of a child to buy tworpiasters~worth'oféndac mém, or a .
- farmer who has come:to gossip and drink tea or wine, or a housewife
stopping'in to buy a bit:of soap or-some areca nut. The goods on
the shelves are covéred-with the dust of several'months? accum="
lation; drippings from the jars of fish sauce bring flies to swarm
in the warm sunshine that coﬁes through the open doorway. - A good
day may see 3003VN of total sales; a poor one,:aﬁdwthere:arelmany,
will bring- 504VN or-less% In‘such a setting the. typical ‘village
storekeeper:appears to-be an unimaginative purveyor of a fairly
standardized: range of consumer items. He displays né:awareneSs of
pdSSibilitiés to expand business by making the store~a“m6re.
éttraptiye or :aconomical placge iﬁfWhich to buy,_or interest in
dirécting‘customers‘-attentionato‘sﬁecial‘prices,toéattract sales;.~
Storekeeping to~him; 1s simply a process.of st@cking'a‘line'of=goods
aﬁd:waitinngor*peopie toxwalk’in-and:buy @hem.{alﬁuiswtrpgnthat “
lackWOffpapital,éandrthe poverty_of most people in the.viilage set
' limits to what can“be:done, butjthere'is»arpervasiveflack'of drive
or.enterprise émong-the stOrekeepers,.and failufe to fully:exploit'
the opportunixiesftbat.doiexisﬁ. ane,'for,example,”have-méde

*-;efforts.to expand- into wholesale rice buying, or farm credit, or:
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rice milling, or transport, although there are no bars, other than
finaneing and. resourcefulness, to prohibit them from doing so. The
means to achieve future prosperity, from their standpoint, are tied
almost exclusively to hopes for good rice crops and an opportunity
to get more capital in order to widen the variety of their offerings.
The prospects for finding a nuclens‘of risk-taking entrepreneurs
among this group to spark economic_development at the local level_'
are, therefore, dim indeed.

Rice mill operations -- Recent changes in the patterns under

which rice is milled are extremely important, not only because of
immediate effects on village life and village market. opportunities,
but also because of their implieations for economic developnent
in general. The milllng operation is the single mostltechnolpgi-
cally advanced, and largest scaled,.process_Wlth_which villagers
heve contact, and the mill owners-operators%_es_a_group, are among
the most enterprising in the‘societyq | -
The past few years have witnessed a revqlutionary,change_in
the institutional setting for milling rice. Until six or eight
years ago, most of the rice that was. milled commercially was milled
in the large rice mills.of" Cholon,,then,;and_ngwiﬂa;predominantly |
‘Chinese community. The commercial network of buyers and wholesalers
gathered_paddy‘from the_countrj&ide_end ehipped_itfas_paddy_to
the Cholon mille, There lt=was converted to polished rice_in ong
of the few large scale -mills, after which it was redistributed .

;throughout the country through. the wholesaling and retailinF parts
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of the distribution system. DMuch of this entire proceésf;the buying,

shlpplnu, milling, redistributing -- was in the hands of Chinese
business firms;“although Vietnamese were active in some phases of
it |

 There wefe*very few rice mills located outside Choion.
Farmers polished rice for home use in hand-opersted grindstones
which each family kept for this purpose. Polished rice available in
the markets of the larger towns came from Chdldn;:and very little
of it was milled locally. The heavy concentration on the buying
side of the market worked to Ehé:disadvahtage of the farmer selling
his paddy.  Farmers still cdﬁﬁléih-that.in"thSe:dayS'the buyers, -

could effectively prevent thém from finding out the actual price

 of rice because the market was closely controlled. Price infor-

mation was available only'to'thosejin the‘rice‘buéiness5'and since’
they tended to work cooperatively they Eduidkkeep”thé farmer
ignorant of any bargaining‘advahtagéﬂhé:might'have'really had. -
The important chanpe of 'thé 1adt 8ix or elght years has been
the substantial prowth in the number of local rice mills. In the
vicinity of Khanh ‘HEu, ‘as an example,‘small rice mills have"$prung
up in all the neighboring Villaées,*large mills have gone up in
the town of T&n An,. and Khé‘inh""'ﬁéu itself has two ribe fiils within
its adminiétfatiﬁe'Boundariés.”'This"dévéidpménf'i%?éignificant in
seveéral wafsQ For one thing, By increasing the number of mills,
‘and locatiﬁgitﬁéﬁ”neéf°thé 86ﬁ}ceﬂpflpadd§;7thé supplylbf polished

' rice is now forthcoming uhder more competitive conditions. This
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also effectively removes the concentration on ths buying side of
the paddy market, since paddy no longer goes only to Cholon, and
’local mills and local buyers now present a more competitive mar-
ket for the farmers! paddy than was truve before. By spreading the
important milling process throughout the countryside, the compe-
-titive effect should increase the prices received by farmers for
their paddy, and reduce somewhat the price paid by retailers,
other things being edualn |

 The villager in Khanh Hju has a choice of eleven mills in the
immediate ares -- five of them in Khanh Héu itself and the
nelghboring village of Tﬁn”Hﬁdng; and six of them in T&n An. With
the exceptionﬁof one mill in T&n Huidng, allrof these have been '
built within the last elght years, ‘and all of them are owned' and
operated by Vietnamese., The two mills actually located in Khanh Hau
are'owﬁed by families that have been residents of the village for -
several generations, and one of the mills in T&n Hidng is owned by
Va_resident”ofiﬁhéﬁh“Héu who' comes from an old and important village-
family. - ﬁlthdhgh‘éll 6f'fhe faMiliesfenpaped in‘Milling have owned.
and opef;ted farm land, and in some cases still do, they have 411"
also acted as rice merchants or landlords? agents and have had
some entrepreneurial experience dnd background° “This is more or.
less ﬁhathOuld'bé expected‘because‘it*reqhires;large'sévings or a-
substantial amount of collateral to finance an investment the size 
of even a small rice mill.' Large landowners or merchants“wouldﬁbe~-

" the only categories likely to havé these prerequisites. In &ddition,
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these. types of background are: more apt to provide the kind.of
experiehce needed: to;become-a-sﬁccessful-mill'operator.

" The entry of Vietnamese into. the marketing and milling of rice,
whichthéﬁ;proceeded_rapidly during the past ten years, 1s due to a
number: of developments. .No data are available to permit an
examination of the process. in detail, but those engaged in the riée
business in its-warious phages, tend to advance similar explanations.
They cite the fact that some Vietnamese managed to acquire funds
for inwvestment during the war-years,'andzfor.the first time found
themselves in a position to start a business of their own. Many
of them gained some knowledge,of-machinery‘br-mafkeping by.working
for Chinese .or French firms, and had ‘begun to feel confident phat.
they . could work for their own account without superv131ona_‘1n ;o
.addition, educatlonal opportvniules had ‘broadensd and, literacy was
rising. - There was relavation.of the control which the Chinese.and
Fnenchaaﬁersaid:to‘have-hadqover;theAimportatﬁon:andgsale of milling
\machinary,.andyit bécamefavailable 10. anyone who.90uld afford- to
: p&yvfor-itn..Finallyw-thqqdécree‘whidh.closed‘élevenqSele@ted.
orcupations to_foreigﬁepﬁamahdymhiCh-fell,moqt.heavilygon,bhosgawho
to get a foothold in the::rflg-c.re; f.-busi;pé-ssu-fA’:a;l:ff&zh@:v;gm',.-t,:hi_ax :d;i-d.s-no;t. take -
effe@t-unt;i.thelgene:al aremd}waawalréady;welkgestablighed.l_
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This tﬁpe of general observation does not providé a very solid
basis for an understanding of the reasons why opportunities for
Vietnamese began to widen at the particular time they did, but it
seems obvious that there must have beeﬁ-some combination of
accumulated experience and financial capacity to invest which
occurred at about the same time. The particular reason for each of
these is less easy’to-identify,‘however. |

The two mills.located within the administrative boundaries of
Khénh.Hau are quite small, and both cater to the needs of villagers
who, from time‘to_ﬁime,.mill small quantities of 'paddy for their
home consumption. Superior to the old hénd milling process, the
small mills nevertheless;give a poor polish to the rice, and rice
that 1is béing milled for 2xport or sale in larger towns is taken to
the larger miils, either in T&n An or in larger neighboring Tén
Hudng. Where rice for home use is the sole-conbern, the ﬁillagers-
 go to the mill that is most convenient to their homes, and it is
- this market-which is served by the two small mills, one in fp Dinh
and one in fp Ciu. This pattern was.clearly-brought_out inathe ‘
~survey when peoﬁle-were-asked where.they milled their rice. All.
those in Ap Dinh reported they used the mill in ﬁpyDinh;'all‘those
| in.ﬁp M3i went to fp Ciu or T&n Hudng. . -

 The mill in £p Dinh, the. more thrivingwof}the ﬁwp,'is typical
of this highly localizedaoperationy-{Itf1330wﬂed:by affamily that
has buillt two'other.rice_millé$in?disﬁaﬁt ﬁi1lagQg,;and is currently

operated byfﬁneﬂoffth@nbromh@ns'Qﬂ;theffamily.-JBuilt in-fl.95-'>_2_ataq..=
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cost of 250,0004VN, it contains a combination of néw_and-second—‘ |
hand machinery housed in a frame building with a metal roof. It is
ceﬁtrally located in the hamlet, and i1s adjacent to a stream so that
paddy and rice caﬁ-be transported by boat if desired. This latter
is an important factor in the location of any rice mill, and all
mills in the area are placed near a stream or river.

- Inside the mill there is a single polishing machine, powered °
by a gasoline motor :placed outside and ig the rear. An array of
wooden sorters, sifters, and screens are run by belt from the lone
engine. All ‘the equipment waé made in Cholon or was built on the
pPremises by specialists'who“COme from Cholon. The mill owner has
one assistant and together they are responsible for the entire
operation, inc¢luding minor repairs and tiaintenance of the‘engine
and milling machinery. |

Villagers’who’have comé to have their paddy milled into
polished‘rice.line up inside the entrance in order of t‘heirfarrival°
The amount of paddy brought by each is weighed and méésured;7récorded,
and passed to“the'miller?s-assistant who starts the'différent-ﬂ*
batches thrOugB the milling process at intervals of time which*keep;

.~ the cuStomers' péddy‘separatéd{. The paddy ﬁaSSeswfrbm‘the%hopper
into a separating machine whiéh'fembvesfstraWjandfbitsfof foreign
matter, after which it is taken: by econveyor. to the top of the room
wherenit*begins-a_slow descent'through«variousasifters and pblishers.
The result is a large proportion of the polished white rice, a

smiller proportion of broken’ grains, and a ‘quantity of rice bran,
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all of which belong to the owner of the paddy if he pays the highest
milling price; The paddy husks are also saved, but these belong
. to the miller who sells them for fuel and fertiligzer at a price of
one plaster fér a large sack. The proportions for paddy of average
quality in the village are such that 100 gia of paddy (1900 kilos)
will produce 1100 kilos of milled rice, plus 40 kilos of broken
" rice, plus 60 kilos of No. 1 bran and 120 kilos of white bran. |
Better quality paddy yields mofe milled rice and No. 1 bran, and
therefore less broken rice and white bran. The;lowest grades of
paddy will do just the opposite. |

‘The mill .charges villagers 1.503VN to 2.23VN per gia for the -
millingiserviceq depending on whether the farmer retains the bran
or not. The lowest price is without bran. Since paddy is less
likely to spoil than milled rice, people bring only enough at a time
to meet family needs for a week or ten days. The usual milling - ..
order,"’therefore, is a-very‘Sﬁall one. Moreover, there is no day
or part of ‘the week whbch”is get.aslide for rice milling, so the
demand for‘millinggsérvice-ia-spread fairly evenly throughout the
week . 'There‘iSysaméuoverall seasonal pattern to tne.businesa;‘
however, for the heaviest demand comes in the months of December .
through March, at the time . of the harvest. 'Theregis'$ome_ Vo
slackening.®f¢deMand in April and May and a‘subatantiél-decline
_laﬁa:.*;By_Lhia time some;oi_thegvixlagars_will haﬁepekhaustad their
sup‘pl-i@é -ofi:paddy;i and wil.lq-e.'h_ave:{be.gunk-ht.‘o.: buy milled rice in the .

;mark&h&y aihe‘SQ&&Qnal?patterﬁ4for,bhagbig,mills in;TQn”An:and,else-
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where is more pronounred. There will be a lérge incréase in demand
at harvest time from that part of the'crop which 1= being sold for
cash and prepared for shipment to Saigon and other large towns.
The small: loCal‘mills, being more tied to the tempo of sméll scale
home'donsumption; find“the seasonal shifts 1éSS'extreme;

| Short of examining the accounts of the mill, one cannot get
an exact understanding of cost and price reiationships,'but from
conversations and géneral observation it“is possible to make a few
speculative comments. ‘First of all, it seems that despite the
large number -of mills in the immediate area the -small local mill is
little affected byftheir‘direct'competition. Villagers go to the
nearest mill with s-all quentities of paddy at a time, so that any
small differences in the cost*df‘milling would be more than offset
by the cost and'iﬂcOnVenienCé?of transporting?rrce?and?paddy'the
longer distance. ' The otherumﬁlbsfexérpisé,a”limiting'influence on
prices, butjthe'locai mill operator still has ‘considerable leeway.
He could, for example, probably double the price of milling without
substantlal loss Gfﬁcustﬁmersf‘lThis would not'be true for the mill
located-iﬁ ﬁp’Céu, for it is iﬁ a CIuStér*ofﬂthree'other=milISWand-
prices are uniform in all of them. .~ = .l o s .

Given this freedom from immédiéteZﬁompetitfdn;$ﬁhéﬂmrll:in

fp Dinh:nevertheless'appeafs“td“fikﬁhiéﬁprices td:é@fr&@@@ﬁd‘with"
the other mills and at a mark-up that is roughly 50 pérdént-above"
what“ﬁe*figures to ‘bé his uﬁit“ogéts. ‘These are haded on a rough

| baiculatidn of ‘the cost of labor, fuel, lubrication, spare parts and
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repairs;'taxee and license fees, spread over an anticipated annual
volume of milling. The mill owner makes no'provision for depreci~
ation, interest on his investment in the mill, or salary for his
own services. What remains afterlpaYing'immediate out-of-pocket
expenSeSVisfregardedras return to the owner.

Since the machinery is largely second-hand, the mill has
frequent breakdowns. = The operator must make frequent repaire'and
‘replace'brcken or'worn out parts. However, he‘has no plans-to buy
new machinery becﬁuSe he feels that the present arrangement, even
with’the-many‘repairs, is fully satisfactory. Minor difficulties
can be handled on the. Spot, but a major breakdown perhaps requiring
a new part, requires the. attention of & technician from Cholon.
Since the only people able-to-make~major repairs are in Cholen, the
cost of repairs is higher the greater the distance of the mill from
Cholon. The Operator'finde'thatfcosts, particulerlY-fuel costs,
tendcto_rise,over a period of time, but he feels this can usually . -
be ‘traced to the need for someurepair; and: that costs generelly-
drop back to former levels once it has been made.  The mill owner
thus conductS‘hiefbusiness with reference essentiallywtcitheznet-
‘return after“peyinﬁ outuof~pocket-expenses,'aﬂd“Wiﬁcht"aﬁyﬁl'
particular plan or prderém'te replacefequipment7that*has BécdmeIWCrn
_or inefficient 8ince the mill. puns steadily throuvh much of ‘the .
: year, there is no-great problem ef idle capacity, and the owner
“does net feel impelled to incrense efficiemcy ‘of operation beyond

-present levels.
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.Instead of expanding or improving_the‘mill in Khanh Hiu, the
family which owns the mill in &p Dinh has chosen to expand the -
number of mills it owns and ﬁo place them in other villages.
Actually,-these new mills are laocated over ZOO‘kilometeré apart, one
south of the.Mekong,.aﬁd the other in a relatively unsettled area
that is being opened for development. This willingness to méve
into new areas, and into different lines of business, is a
characteristic of many‘of‘the new mill owners and'bperators.

Of those in or near the villege, approximately half also act -
ag rice mefchants on their own account, buying paddy and holding it
~ for iater milling and sale when prices haye'improved, - One 6wner,- :
a residenﬁ of. Khénh.H@u-whose-mill,was-ih;neighboring T&n Hudng,
bought,paddy for his own accounb;Lngaaresettiement area over 100.
kilometers distant from his mill. . He did so to utilize the mill's
capacity-more.fullm sinceuthe:poor;hanVQSt.intthe.Khénh Hgu area:
did not provide enough rice to do_ao.through'eustomér demand &lone1f
The mill.ingﬁp Dinh, however, does not;ha#e-much storage.space;ﬁmd;
the nmill owner:goés.potsbuy»for his own account or store.paddy for.
other.merChanfs,' Somegb£¢the~mili-operators ha?eroﬁher%in#ETBSts@;;
Some°haye5invested'in,tfapsport.gnterpriées_op,have'acquiﬁedfan
interest in other.types,ofﬁbusineﬁs-a‘All ﬁfwthgfdwners%iﬁ'the~areé”
éfe-alsoafarmers, and,a1l,Qf-bhémuﬂ@tivéiy¢emitivété'their lands,
'None of {hem appsar to legd;mon@y in.theuvillagewfqr~farming'¢r any -

-cther pﬁrpcée,;although;all-ofﬁthem,aré~in‘a,Position*toudavsq,
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The liquid capital of mill owners is limited, for much is tied
up in the mills. The owner of the mill in ﬁp~Dinh reported that
the latest mill he built, which is located in the Plaine des Joncs,
~ cost 350,0004VN, of which he was able.to raise 250,000$VN from
his own funds.  The additional lO0,000$VN was‘porrowed.from |
relatives. at a monthly interest rate of 3 percent. He expected to
be able to répay this loan within six months ;out -of income from
fhe new mill. The wooden. parts of the milling machinery were
actually constructed in Khanh Hau by craftsmen broyght from Cholon,
and were shlpped by water to the- new site for assembly there.

To summarize impressions about this occupation, there is much
ﬁhat is encouraging in the role of the mill operators despite the:
limited number of people involved. It 1s true#that-the operation -
~ of the small local milis;is, in many.reSpects,erutine and inef~
ficient, but as a grquprthe-owner&operatonsushow.much resoﬁrceful-
ness and a-willingness toﬂmovezintoﬁnew'aféas»of-the countryside and
into‘héw.lines of enterprise. Theneﬁis~undoubtedly a gelective
factor at work, fdr, with one exception, none of,the_local,mill
oWners .was enwaged in that business ten years ago. Men‘ﬁhthaveﬁ-;
seized an opportunity once before will probably be quick :to do so
again. | | |

-‘Implementrmahhng«and CQrEentrx.=?~ The-trades‘of~implement

aker and carpenter: are the two most important ec&upatlons within -
. the craft category, from the sb@ndpalnt of. b@th the number of persors

1nvolved.1nuthem-and.thelrfconbnmbutrﬁnqta_the.village economy. In -
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this connection it should:be 'pointed out, however, tiut like all
other dctivities -~ rice}milling; marketing, farming, to name the
most important <~ the market'for‘thése trades is not confined to
the village, but breaks across administrative boundafies over a
wide éreas In Khanh Hiu itself there are no more than three or
four implement'makers?'but possibly -twenty-five to thirty carpenters
who. make their living-substantially from these occupations.
Viilagers in Khanh H@u&can;'and do, draw upon craftémen from out-
side the village, and Khanh ng’artisans-ére called to work in other
viilages. Both crafts call for skill and experience of an order
not. possessed by.the. ordinary village iﬁhabitaht,:end-while,not
well-to~do, theirfspeciaiizatian”provides most of these artisans
with a.standard -of living that.is high in' comparison with most
village ‘farmers. In turh, villagers rely on them tévpfovide the
tools needed in:farming-and to bulld their houses and furhiture.
The men who:-now perform 'thege- essentlal tasks are in-a’ position to
play an important: part.in intpsducing innovation and change...
Although*manyﬂof“thése artisaﬂs*follow“thé ef&ft of their
fathers entry 1nto ‘thegé OCCupatianB is not: entively determined
by nuclear family relationshipsg. Allucr&fwsman_go«thrOugh a period
of apprenticeship, and this is sometimes arranged for the sons of
friendS*Udeistant‘relaﬁivéé.'ﬂFatherS,undertékeﬁﬂo‘train their owrn
song if Lt*is-dadf&é@ ﬁhe?-ﬁill follow the same ocbupation, but this
:rs n@t §n‘inévitabme-dsﬁisﬁon. ‘For example, one carpenter in Khanh -

Hiu did not train hig own sdnwtﬁgogrpentry‘bédause~the=boytsqemedu.i'



219

to lack the necessary skill.. Instead, he took a nephew as ap- .
prentice and later workéd with him:in full partnership. when he had
reabhed journeyman sﬁatus.

A distinction is made between implement making and carpentry,
and. the two kinds of activity are kept quite separéte; .Cafpehters
will.repair gome farm implements, but rarely try to make them.- . . -
becavse they do not have the required skills. Conversely; imple~ -
ment makerSﬂdo,not*build houses or make furniture for the same
reason.. This alleged lack of iskill is somewhat difficult to -under-
stand, for meither the implements.nof*the houses and furniture
are very complex, and a man-skilled inthe use of tools should have
little difficulty inwnpyingjtheﬁwomk:thatgothers~havewdone»
Nevertheless, the specializétion tendSwtprersiSt;_- |

- Both carpenters and impﬁement makeréﬁworkgon=the hagis of & ..
special orders, and do not produce for speculative sale: In meny.
cases, -the cUstomernfurhishes‘the-matérials and the artisan - supplies
onlyftheﬁlabwro If his customer requests it,-thexcraftsmanEW&ll»a '
get thefnecessarygmaterialshbutithe1qualitygwillédepenﬁﬁdnﬁthe
amount the custome?ﬁwah@s’to;spéndw‘:In;aﬁy évantq é;m'i&GMSmafe,
built to the specifications of-the customer; with.seme possible
alterétion_at“the~sugg68tiOn Qfamﬁéfbﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁfy“ ﬂhé?wéad;uaséfﬁor-both_
{niplements andrOther;items mustdh&$Brb@ghﬁxin5£rom‘outaidewthen--

' ;nagiangxfof-there-is no.wood%availableuﬁn§M£lecalfsupplieSa Most
 arti3an§;have favoﬁite:supplierswframﬁwhomwthey obtain the hest . :

quality:woods, and_same'of.these«ane'quiteﬁdistantﬂ:~Onenimplement'
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- maker, for example, goes as far as Cholon and Blen Hoa for his wood,
and even orders a year in advance of use to ensure proper seasoning.
If the customer is less particular, and if the amount required is
small, the wood will be purchased from a small lumber dealer in
Khanh Hgu or in T&n An, but they, in turn, must bring it from
elsewhere. Wood 1s usuvally available only in a variety of large
siqés;;and-all cutting to the sizes needed must be done by hand..
The typical artissn owns a set of simple tools, ﬁany of

foreign manufacture, valued at from 1,000%VN to 2,0004VN. It
usually includes saws of various sizes, hatchet, chisels, planes,
drills. (to be used with a bow), a sAquare, a metal ruler, plumb line,
pliers, and hammer. Only the metal parts of the tools are:
purchased, for wooden-handles are made by the owner. Costs of -
replaceneqt; largely to provide new blades for chisels, planes and
saws,; may run 5003VN to 6004VN annually.

. -Both.types of craftsmen price their services in basically the
same ‘way, which is on an estimate of the labor time involved :in
the job. The cost .of materials, if purchased, is extra. -Implement
makers know the amount of time néeded'to make the different farm
toéls-andlquofe‘standard'ﬁrices‘@qcofdinglnythéaancing oft -
ﬁ:carpgﬁﬁehsi‘sérvicﬁS“to"huﬂﬁ@dawhduée isislightlyﬁdifferent;-sincé
.houses&arefless standardizedrwﬁGuStdm@rs*rareiy éolicit competitive
bids from geveral carpenters, but insté&d the more general practice
is\tof&pproaéh a barpenter:whose repuﬁatioh is known and agree on

'é price for the job.  Thisg is usually based on the carpenterts.:- -
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‘estimate of the time that will be .involved, modified by a certain
amount of bargaining before agreement is reached. The going wage
rate for skilled workmen of this kind 18 not fixed in any way,
i.es, there.is no guild or association which sets the wage rate,
but the most comnonly'quoted-figures-were from 503VN to 60VN  per
day. Althonghfthere is a wide area over which there is cpmpetition‘
between the craftsmen of several villages, it is not a bidding or
price competition.  Instead, the_artisan‘tfies.to‘éttract customers
through‘a reputation for good workmanship. Relatives and;satisfied
customers tell others of his skill and, in effect, a decision to
hire is made before any price negotiations take place. Thus,
craftsmen are more concerned with the quality of output than with
shading the price of sefvices.-'In'the case of house construction,
‘another-element affects the choice.of.-a carpenter. House con-
Structionyiquegun-only on-certain propinicns days according to
the“lunar-calendar,_and.if the'carpentefﬁof,a customerts choice is
otherwise engaged on that day, the customer will hire.another
arpenterx* It.is preferable»to start' construction on:the proper -
day rather. than delay bec&use a particular workman is. not aveilable-
| There is ‘also some. tendency to hire relatlves in preference: to :
others, but it is:difficuls. to est;mata the- import&nce of this in
terms of the-allocation of order‘s° ggzgn,:ﬂﬂngp s '
There are some signg whichsindlcate that these craftsmen are
rwillinp to adopt innovations in th¢ thinps they produce, although

mu@hLof~what,they do and‘theirgwaygof doing it remalnsatradltional
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and unchanged. Implement'makers,for exampls, have been.an important
factbr.in the change to a new type of plow and in the adoption of
‘the threshing sledge: One 'man also proudly displayed a partially
completed water wheel on which the axle was.set in imported ball
bearings. This greatly reduces the physical work of pedalino the-
"wheel, and while its adoptlion is not at all widesprsad, it never-
.théiess represents a recent attempt at innovation. ' Several of thesc
artisans expressed interest in learning similar kinds of change
randfimprovement, but thereﬁwas little evidence that they actively
experimént or dévelop‘new ideés oﬁ their own.

- In the case of carpenteré, examples of successful innovation
are moreldifficult to find,'either in their-work.m@thdds.Or in the
desigﬁ of the thiﬁgs'they make. For example, in the construction
of the frame for a house of wood or thatch, a very large proportion
of the time spent on it goés into planing the wood and assembling.
the frame itself.  Each place ié cut to fit exactly into ﬁhe others
to make the*frame.solid'andAdurable.; The pileces are tested and
reshaped until, 1like an intricate wooden puzzle, they fit exactly.
Screws and nails are seldom uwséd, but wooden pess are drivén into
théufitpedfjoints. Carpenters'say‘thatfthéy realize this time-
;qpnsuming“aséemblyfdf house frames is nétbvefy-efficientgfbut they
fear that more extensive use of nails or other-changés iﬁ method
would increase the COSt.Of the house by more than the: savings in
labor timé would  reduce it.?ﬂLikéithé implement makers, they express

themselves as:eager to learn new methods, but with the condition
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that the” final cost of the produet is not increased: If one can
believe statements such as these, craftsmen do not seem concerned
over any pos31ble loss in work time as the resvlt of innovatlono'
'Rether, they tend to believe a change which reduces total costs
will lead to an increase in the quantity of their services demanded.

Most of these skilled workmen do some farming or gardening in
addition to their main occupation. There is a certain amount of
seasonal change in the demand for their services ~- both houses
and farm implements are built during the dry season =- but there
is enovgh demand throughout the year so that there is never the
complete slack that occurs in ‘farming. Moreover, what seasonal
drop in demand does occur comes during the normal growing season,
30 that:betWeen-some,farming and their main occupation most
artisans remsin fully employed ‘through much of the‘Year,'

- A8 a group these’ crafts%en turn out work of good quallty,
.unlmaginatlve, and basically” 51mple.- They show little inclination
to experiment and tinker, and little artistic telent‘or awareness.
Ready to accept change, and not particularly resistant to:newfideas,
they neverthslsSS“doinot seem-to?be-a-promising gource for change;
Byiknowledge‘and~eipérience they are-the“group.mOStzlfkely”to shift
eaSllY'to the'uselandz¥epdiﬁ¥ofiengineS“and maéhinéry, ‘but thus far
they have had little- opportunity té become famlllar with either.
;In short, they constitute & pool of limited skills, potentially
valuable as an aid 1in’ 1mplementin9 econOmic development but

unlikely to stlmulate\it1:
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iWeaving‘o -- Weaving is a marginal activity in Khanh Hau,
with possibly no more than 15 percent of all households‘weaving
for income and,.perhaps, an equal additional number weaving for -
home. use onlyi Moreover, not only is the extra income very small
for those households who engage in weaving, but the workmanship
and artistic quality of their prodvcts is extremely limited.
| _ Weaving for income is carried on by very poor families, many
of them households headed by a w1dow; and is restricted to utili-
Larian items such as bed mats, rice baskets and bolsters. No one.
works with bamboo or -rattan,. and the more elaborate woven goods
that are seen in the village were made elsewhere and sold .to -
villagers in the stores or.neérby~towns“ The undeveloped status of
weaving 1s. explained by the lack of weaving materials in the
village. Reeds do not grow in the villagé. . They must be brought
from the Plaine des Joncs area through_thé Tan An or other markets.
The bamboo grown in the village is. .also unsuitable for handigrgft,
work. .

_Womepiproduce woven products on special order only,  and when
~ they have.brders‘in bapd_they buy . the réeds:neqe&sanyfta'mak@-them.
. Lackfng,capitgl,ftheyi@o_notrfeel-they‘cangafqud to. produce  for
general sale, and there is no middle man in.the village to orgarize
their activity and .advance.c¢redit or ﬁateri&la for ultimate
collectlon of finished; products for meneral speculative sale.

The peturns from weaving are very low. . Reeds are purchased

by bundles of standard size, with prices varying.according to the.s:
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length of the reeds. These sre soaked in water for about thirty

minutes ‘then pounded with a heavy mallet and allowed to dry. The
process is repeated three or four times, after which the reeds are
soft and pliable enough to be handled easily. The weaving itself
is tedious and time consuming. TFor example, a large mat measuring
'approximstely 7 feet by 6 feetdwould take three deYS to complete:
two smaller mats measuring 3 feet by 1 l/2"feet could be'finished
‘in one dey; Depending to some extent on the nature of the final
product, the net return to the weaver is about 7>VN to lOpVN per.
day, ' '

Because most'of'thewthings WOven'are for normal daily use,
little attenpt is made to 1mprove their appearance by weav1ng
‘1ntricate designs or colors 1nto them. One exception is in the
sleepinp mats woven for babies. A small'design is put into these
Mats to indicate where the baby's head should go. Local belief
holds that to place a baby in a different poSition, l.e., with the
head where the feet normally'go will affect his intelligence-
Some women profess an interest in learning new designs,‘and some
offsred to copy anything for which they could have e model but they
could do this only on the simplest thingso By and large, the lack
of village artistry in wesving,'Wood carving, house decoration or
clothing is striking. ‘lorel§'WGVen msteriElslgrefﬁsdgﬁbf'Vietnamese
"from other parts of the country,.but in this ares the level of |
’ handicrafts has never been very advancsd end perents have little

:\a\l

‘knowledge of this’kind to pass on:to their childrene
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. Thus, prospects for handicraft development in the village are
poor, at least in.terms of building on those which already exist.
People could probably be taught to weave, but there is little
natural advantage in do_:Lng_sov Purther, the returns from this k:nd
of work are so low at present that it is unlikely that the quantity
of weaving done for income would increase much beyond:present‘levels
unless the income expectations were substantially greater. ,

Petty commerce. - In addition to the few stores in. the

v:llape, 1nhabitants ars, served by numerous petty merchants,
largely women, rangineg in scale of activities from those who keep
small stocks of goods in.arpart of their houses to door-to-door
peddlers and roadside vendons. ‘As pointed out earlier, some of the
© women storekeepers got'theirstart_in'thesesmaller scele‘activities,
but few people.ever_expand hefond:the'verpplimited‘earlier stage.

| The;lsck_of a centraluvillsge market in‘Khénh Hiu has created
'opportunities for some v1llegers to go .to the larger market towns
and brins bsck items of daily food consumption which can be resold
“to v1llape re51dents who do not 20 to the market themselves. Ped+:
dlers selling fresh fruit and vegetables, fish (live, and csxnied
in kerosene tins of weter), and flsh sauces pass along the v111age
paths, stopplnp at houses to display and sell their wares° Buyer
_ﬂnd seller bargain over the price of these items, and the seller
msy move on. to the next house if the price is not dgreeablee; How:
ever, the prices for goods sold in this way tend to be fairly

close to the prices charged‘in thefmarkets,,and the proflt.on_eachﬂ
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sale quite small. ‘Prices charged by peddlers cannot goftoo far
beyond market prices becavse the markets are not very distant and
" villegérs would Begin-to go directly to them.‘ Thelpeddlers there~
‘fore provide a convenience,-but the closeness of the markets limits
the price that villagers will pay for it. |
.~ Refreshments in the village are also provided by mobile
-vendors. Canopied, bicycle-powered stands selling ices, beer, and
soft drinks move slowly alone thé main street of fp Dinh or station
themselves near the school at recess$ and at’ the end of claeeesﬁ
Their main Business is with children, to whom-they'SEII”shaved“ice
saturated with flavored syrup. They also séll small piecee of fce
to householos who may Want small quantities to chill foods or
drinks, but noé one uses ice for refrigeretion.‘*ThiS'type of vendor
is always a man, and there' are two from onteide the village who
regvlerly call i‘_n"the'-'v:'L'El_le'.'g‘ef'with”‘t"hreir:m'o‘biile' stends. They attend
all 1arge gatherings Such*ae”Villege ceremoniee; soccer matches'
‘and other occesions;~’The"vendors buy their ice, beer and'SdftE”T;.
drinks 1n¥ Tan kn” or T&n - Hﬂdng, but make the syrups at ‘hote’ OUt of
”eugar water end artificial coloring e '
Another extremely Small ecale bu81ness 185" conducted bv Several

elderly wonen: who get” up email food stands near the:! scﬁool during

the months when school’ L5 An' Session. Thesé women heve a small
.stock OT dried fish sheets oF/ manioc whlch they cook over portableﬁt_;
_-cherCOel breziers, glutlnous rice wrapped in banena leaves and“ L

loaves of french bread and rellshes which they sell as sandwiches.
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The fbod_these women‘sell serves as gnacks for thé_pupils, for

the children either bring their:own;lunch or go home at noon time.
- Laborers on the way.to,and from the fields and other passera-by /
occasionally buy a snack from them as well,.but the sum of all
these saleé does not exceed 10{VN or 15iVN a day.

. The common denominator of these pétty_merchants is”that, with
the exception of the refreshnent stands, they are all women and.

- they all operate with very small capital and very small volume. .
What they sell 1s limited by the amount they can invest in sﬁocks
of goods and: by the amount they can carry on Lheirlghguldér boards,
Almost no commercial. gkill or knowlédge_is‘neqagsary,falthough a
skillful bargainer can probably‘do better on dqorftp-door sales of
. foods than one who is”conteﬁtﬂto_conclude»sales quickly. The work |
itself is. less tedious and“tiﬁe consuming than weaving or farm
‘labor, for most peddling is dbner}nnﬁhe morning and the‘daylyﬁ_“
supplie;mare‘all_spld by noon.. This means it is,réally a pgpt-J U,
time,activity,.and can be carried‘on_in cqnjunqtionuwitbsgnhgr o
opcupatiqngo ,Wh;lewﬁbis ﬁetty.commercefills;a;usefu;$£uﬁftiqp;in
- the village, it iSnneverthelesslammapgipgla@gtiyipy_wiﬁg;little

~ potential for economic development beyond,its presept low Level.

.~ Other occupationg., ==.For ahe-sakg;pﬂrromplatepaSauit‘is
EERE 2. QBZ» x0T LNE SAKS. 01, COMP-ELoness. . 3

‘necgsgary to mention briefly the several people. who are engaged in
»obher. specialties such :aslj barbers, tallors, laborers in a nearby
brick. factory, priests, village nurse, teachers, janitors, bus

. . .
LRI R A ¥ L . ’ Fon .



drivers, geomancers and musicians« ‘Numerically or in terms of
the kinds of economic contribvtion they make3:these‘specialists-”7
are mot important. "Some of them are full-time occupations, but
sdme' like priests, ceomancers and " musici=ns, ‘are really part-
time jobs, and ‘the medical practitioners aldo work aS'farmersf"
With the possible exception of the three or four bus drivers and
the sevéral tailors and scamstresses, the jobs ‘do ot call'for
_Sienificant skills | |

Considering these and other'non#farm“actirities;“aﬁ*impdrtant
characteristic of the villase 1s the relative lack of speciali-
zation. There is some of course, but village institutions have
not developed to ensure.that a wide range of occupational special—
ities will be available to provide for village needs, Most lower
class farmers can build rude houses for themselves and carpenters
are used only for houses that are more expensive and substantial.
Villagers can also thatch roofs-and walls, although the best jobs
are dons by.people with'experience in'this activity who are paid
for it. The village contains no special groups who fish, or garden,
or engage in petty commerce, or weave, or do the many different
things that are not strictly farm work. The essential point is
that there is occupational mobility into the'important‘special-
ities, but that short of the highest levels’ of skill that are
'attained the Villaeers do a great deal of semi skilled specielized
work for-themselveSa This means it 1s a somewhat amorphous

economic structure, it also means that the level of accumulated
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skills and knowledge throughout most of the villarse is not very
high. It would be misleading, for example, to build economic
cevelopment in this region on an assumed base of well-established
hendicraft or commercial skills. This does not mean that develoﬁ- '
nent is ilmpossible, for the village people possess intelligence,
have increasingly higher eduvcational attainments, and they can
therefore be aided through instruction and exampls. It does call
-for recognition however, that they start from low levels of

accumulated skills and experience.



Chapter VIIT
’ VILLXGS EXIEIDITURu ﬁhﬂ TH& 1TfNDA‘:iD OF L]VING

4 Study of Family Expenditures ' -

"The size of typical family expenditures. -- A record of the

regular expenditure made by typical village families provides
important insighte into their economic position in two ways ~= it
- shows how Ppeople spend their income and therefore what constitutes
the eleﬂents'of-their standard of living, and it also offers a
‘means of estimating their income. For this reason, a group of
twenty families was asked to-keep detailed-daiiy records of ‘their
expenditures over an eight week period.durihg“the month of
October-December, 1958,1 |
Familiss particibaﬁing in the recbrd_keeﬁing;ekperimeht'were
given a check list of pOSEible;Pﬁrchases'df7fbod“&ndyhdh¥food items.
They were.asked to‘record,'under each category, the amount
purchased,’the pricé paid, and from whom the purchase was made. 3
Théy'were also requested to note the_Value'and quantity of itemﬁ“?
c¢nsumed'fr0m their own farms and gardens. In a special intérﬁféw
. n-;xﬁq'A“

1A dlscussion of the problem of sqmple select;QnJand an ao@gunt %
of difficulties encountered in collegting and interpreting S
_this data are given in Appendix G, and: the. reuder,m*ymreiﬁrﬁg
"t6 this in making his own evaluation of the mat@ri” presentec
....An this chapter.. . Alowever, this is the, first&@ydg@paﬂataﬁt@

be' collected over time, and in detail, in Viet Nam an
- benchmark - comparisons are. therefore n@t poss;b;g@hn.

iithip th-
limitations outlined in the Appendix, the. expénd iture recor

are believed to be accurate and typical of village famllief
in the varlous 8001o~economic roupinps used. _

T
C e E

S
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they were also asked how much they spent on special, irregular'
expenditures during the course of the previous_year. The result
was two blocks of information,done'of which covered the normal
déy-to-dey expenditures of the family and the other a record of
their major cash outlays.

An attempt was made to include families which represented the
main socio-economic strata in the tillage, and in roughly the same
proportions they:are.found in the village. The particuler class
definitions used were the same as those used in the larger samplo
survey. Thus, the usual categories of "landowner", tenant" and
Wlaborer’ were dropped, and the terms "upper®, "middle" and "lower™"
class were substituted, as the relevant gocio~economic groups.
Whether these are, in fact meaningful distinctions in all matters
obviously is not established by the act of simply defining themn,
but they are used to illustrate the differences.which seem to exist
in the exoenditure patterns at these different ieveis_in the
village.

A question arises as to the most useful way to present the .
_date.on expenditure. Since a very large percentage of households
in the village qualify as "lower class" households (upwards of -
70 percent), any average, even a weighted nverase, gives a plcture
-that is more typical of a hlgher level minority than of the lower
class majorlty. Therefore, no averages are given for the data
which follow and thOSe interested in figures which are represen-

,tative for most v1llagers are adv1sed to take those for the lower
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class as the best approximation. Since the data appear for all
three soclo-economic classes, it is possible to get some idea of
the range of ekpenditures; a weighted average would tend to fall
bstween the lower and middle class levels in most cases.
Expenditures can be considered from many standpoints, and for
the individual household the total outlay per week or other time
period iS'generelly the' most usefullway to think of expenditures.
“Average household expenoitures.over en éi&ht week period are shown
in Table 8 1 for eech of the three socio-economlc classes. Total
expendltures range from a low of 376.13VN per week for the lower
~class to 743 93VN for the upper class. Converting these into
U.S. dollars équivalents, lower class households gpent an average
of $5.37US per week as against $10.63US per week by upper class
households.2 On an annunl basis, lower class households spent
19, 557@VN for revular purchases of food and non-food 1tems, or
$279. AOUQ- However, not all of this amount is actual cash outlay
for in most cases all the rice and about half the flsh, vegetable
and fruit purchaaes recorded were supplled by the villapers from"
their own: farms and gardens or by their own efforts Thus, average

¥

weekly cash outlays for Tower class famllles were 279 5$VN, or

o T ER O PP

2 ps in’ earller conversions, the "free market“ rate of 7OWVN to
$1US is used as approaching, if not accurately measuring, the
international exchange value of ‘the Vietnanese cvrrency unit.
. U.8, dollar figures are given to. the nearest cent, and there-
;fore appear to havs’ prscision Whl-h is not. wholiy justified.
L1t ghould be remenbsréd thﬂt these &ppr@%imatlons are made for
'3fcomparison purpose S A . ,

'/"
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8.1

AVEIRAGE WEEKLY HOUSEHOLD EXFENDITURES ON FOOD AND

NON-FOOD ITEii3 REGULARLY PURCHASED, VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU,

OCTOBER~DECE

Socio-Economic {
Class .

Upper

Middle

Lower

4BAR, 1958
Weekly Expenditure (3VN)

e e e e e e e o o e i P e e
Food - Non-food All items
423.1 320.8 743.9
27 ok 157.3 431.7

134.7 |- 376.1

Source: ' Family Budget Records

$3.99US, and comparable average annual expenditures were 1k ,5365VN

and $2O7§66US.3

Average household. expenditures per time period increase_from

the lower to the upper socio-economic level, and this increase

takes place in both ma jor categories of regular_expenditurg. The

differences are most marked between the middle class and the upper

class, for expenditures by the latter are over 70 percent higher

fthan_those.of the formasr. By cdntrast, middle class household

-

. 3 These corrections are based on the assumption that) on the

averagé, 40 percent

a

_ : of all food expenditures recorded were
supplied in kind by the household themselves --

correction

factor derived from replies in the budget records.
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;expendltures exceed Tower: class spendlnp by only 15 porcent° The

"Fep betwéen the lew r _ass and the upper clase 15, of course,
_the greatest, and upper class weekly eXpenses are about double
-those of lower class HoUSeholdso:_Middlevand lower clessﬁhouseholds'
_eiso tend to.spend approximately the seme-percentaee on. food i.e;?
63.6 percont and 64 .2 percent of thelr repvlﬂr expendltures
"respectlvely, anc thls was h:gher than the 36 9 percent Spont on

jﬁfood by upper class households.:jl :d.s;f.fﬁ'

mﬂo'éf;' This timinn' was .

selected to see 1f v1l]age household spendtne changed vory greatly
as a result of the harvest -since stocks of food and money would

| bc at thelr lowest just prlor to harvest,

The data however, do not show any great lnCTeGSu at the time

the hervest cAme in durlng the seoand or thlrd weeks ., Lower and~

gupper class household spondlng hows al utb&dy downward

time 1t dld 1ncreaseo
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spending had to be curbed if'househclds*Were'tc”husband their -
resources until the following year. It is still possible that
spcnding tands to be relatively stable at all times throughout the
year, but the poor harvest provides a strong reason for doubting
this. |

It is interesting to see that food expenditures'by middle
class families tended to go down over the eight week period, and
those by upper class fpmilies'*aried the most. - Focd expenditures
by lower. class’ families stayed’ relatlvely ‘the- same - throughout, ‘and
showéd’ the ‘least variation. The var1at10n in the upper class may
reflect the smallness of the sample size for that class, ‘but the
stability of food spending by .the lower: class ‘suggests that this
may be close to minimum‘needs.for-food, whxch'wowld ‘inelude the
-main staples of’diet,‘but‘witnffeWLsxtrasuw?“ TR
o Whereas household'expéndiﬁures-are*thé most useful measure:
ofnthe 1evels'maintained“by,theuspsndinguunit”asaIWhole,-per“
caplta estimates of expenditures on regulanly-pufchaSsd items give
a better.pictnrs of the living. Standardchf'rndividualsl'”This is
important in this -case: becauss upper and middle class ffamilies tend
to be larger than lower class familles, ‘both in’ this sample and in
the village as a whole, and the apparent dlfferences in expendltures
Iby middle and lower class famllles on a spending unit basis tend
,to disappear when conwerted 0 psr-capiba b
: Thsvper capi@aiénﬁeﬁdfﬁgcés'@n ocd and nonq

ST RS P e {4 TR e

rsgularly purchassd wers. compussd mn an daily, rather than a weekly,

cod 1tems



238

basis, and the summary tabulation is presented in Table 8.2.“ As
shown thefe,sper capité expenaitures by=midale and lower class’
families were about the same. In fact, per capita expenditure by
lower class.families on-all.items slightly exceeded that of middle
félaés families. Also, uppér clagss per capita expenditure exceeds‘
‘that of.the other classes less than does expenditure"by households.
'Inﬂthis case, iﬁ:is:only AO:to'SO'perCent greater than the two -
.lower classesa;,ane‘again,;per capita expénditﬂfgs on food are
greaper‘propgvtignatély for middle and lbwer class'individuals5.
.-(6h.1 percent and GO;L,percent réspactiveiy) than the uppef class
(57.0 percent). | '

-Qn\an«annual,basis;ithe‘10west=pér capita expenditures were .
those of the middle class: 3,760%UN; or $53.71US. Cash outlay per
year, however; again assumingfthat’ﬂQ.percent of=the-food;expéndi-
tures are: furnished in kihd, were: only 2,7953VN, Qr $39-94US;
For the highest group, the upper class, annual per capita ekpendiu
' tures:were-ﬁ;767$VNi or -the equivalent of $82.39US, while annual
per capita cqsh:expenditﬁres Wene'h,h53$VN or. $63.61US. |

Fer chita.ﬁﬁendLﬂgfover‘timeviéuillustrated in'Figufe'8;2,“
and -the pag;erns'mh1Chf@merge_therewcdntain«mucb the ‘same ‘charace

’

b Per capita dally experiditures werve calculated on the basis of
the complete budget records for all families, some of which
covered a-time period in excess of eight weeks. For this
reason they are not exactly comparable to the weekly data

o presented esirlier, which covered the eight week period only.






8 T gulnlvtﬂhﬂ?dﬁﬁFooﬁ?ﬁbb'NON-FOOD

CAVEAAGS BATLYS

IT3d3 RBGTLARLY PUR CHESID, VILLAGT OF KHfNH HU, |
0CTORR-LTCN.3"R, 1958 . |
' e . -~
H N
==..:=~_~==ﬂ=====z-.~.=m='..=:.=:l=.u=:=====a'...=|-...=-.====.1==:p=:=
Socio ~ec¢onomice
" Class B e
U L9000
" midste 66
“““ Lower 6.7
Source: FamilydBudget Records .
teristics as tﬁe weekly. houSehold expenditurés; i.e., some tendeucy
for_épending to decline in the lat@r weaks,'stabllity of food .
expenditureSﬁ“vw‘~”1 a

capita spendlng b" middle ClﬂSu households exceedsthat. of the lOWVM
class, while in other_weeks ~ the flfth’ sizth, and eighth-—the -
were almost the same. S I .

N T e e PR o SR R :-."‘“ VEO it ey . TR
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It is possible to compile the average weekly per caplta
expenditures on the major food items, in‘more detail,and in this
way determine how fdod spending Varies between the different socio-
economic classes. This distribution’is given in Table &.3.
Accordinp to thcse data, the proportion of food expenditure'devoted
to rice, per capita, is twice as hich in lower class households
as in upper class households, although actual per-caplta corisumption
is only half agein as much. }Middle'sleéé households also gseem to
consume tors rice per capitahthan‘do‘upper%class households, and
by almost the-same marsin ascthe lower class.' Consumption of such
thinps as fish, flSh sauce, other sauces, Vegetables and fruits
are quite 51milar for all classes, although upper class households
seem to use proportionally fewer sauces, and both proportionally
and- absolutely, sliahtly more fruit and’ vegetables. One 1nterest-
1ng point to emerge from these comparisons is the finding that
lower class per capita expenditures on meat and eggs exceed those
by middle class houSeholds, again in. terms of both the . proportion
of" total-food spendinp and also the absolute amounta This is hard.3

g s v e

to account for in any way other than that middle class households
sl e Thma™ e G
'and that their equal

are larger than the lower class households,

or larger household consumption of meat and_'f
' Cipe e abe TR T
per capita consumption in comparison
S .

food items?T is qu1te large in upper clas

gs results in a 1ower

Lrhouseholds but very small
. 3 kTl .( A ("‘ 34 ‘ w
in lower class houses. This would 1nclude such things as sugar,

Ut

~flour, bread tea, canned milk delicacies and aoecial foods.
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TABLE 8.3
AVERAGE WBEKLY FER CAPITA EXPHNDITURES ON MAJOR FOOD
ITENS, BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS, VILLAGE OF KHANH-HAU,
OCTO%ZR-DECEMBER, 1958

R R R N N RS e S e e R I T N N T S S T T S T R NN e T NS T S e s

Socio-Economic Class

Type of R | Mg 1 -
Expenditure Upper tiddle Lower
- 5VN {Percent{ #VN {Percent{ $VN {Percent

(1) - (2) (3) | (&) (5) | (6) 1 (7)
Rice .| 12.6] 20.0 | 16.1| 34.8 | 18.9] 40.3
Meat and Eggs ' 16.1( 25.6 | 7.7| 16.7 | 10.5] 22.4

Fish = el 13.3 | 6.3] 13.6 | 6.3 13.4
Fish Sauce . : 2.8 L. | 2.8 6,11 2.8 6.0
. Other: sauges . Lk 2.2 0 Yuh| 3.0 7 1,44 0 3.0
Vegetables , 3.5 5.6 2.8 6.1 2.1 4.5
Fruit - 3.5 5.6 | 1.4 3.0 1.4/ 3.0
Other Food Items | 14.7| 23.3 [ 7.7| 16.7 | 3.5 7.5

Cipg ey

total | 63.3] 1000 | 46.2] 100.0 | 46.9] 2001

Source:' Femily“éndéet Records
I cares ko

Their relative absence from the diet of lower class familles,
together w1th the stabllity of the level of food soendinp in thls
group, tends to support the observstion that these v1llagers llve

BTN

‘fairly close to a simple basic diet that includes few frills or



minor luxuries and is probably deficient in food value. ‘Since no -
attempt was made in this study to measure the food velue of the
: typical diet, this latter point cannot be stated as an established
fact. However, considering the.. kinds and amounts: of food. which
the v1llepers hsve said they eat regularly, 1t Seems unlikely that
they are rece1v1ng an adequate supply of those elements of diet
: Whlch build and protect good - health..‘ ) | |

In addition %o these food" and non—food 1tems which are
purchased more or . lazss repularly throughout the year,. v1llagersh;
were asked to give estimates of the amounts spent -on. 17 special
.kinds of expenditures during the previovs year.- These were
'expendltures not 1ncluded in the family budget retords, and as” far';
as could be determined, omitted no really importent h0usehold .
expenditure other ‘than thoui already included in the family budget
records. It even 1ncluded some: that turned out to'be not very
"important,et alll' The content of these replies 1s discussed 1n"
‘somegdetail leter.on, at this point only thelr relﬁtive size w1ll‘_
be considered;‘as' taken from Teble 8 b o | | |

For the l8 families who_gave replles, thh'average annual%
;Spec1al expenditure ranged from 8,574 $VN for lower class famlliee:'
Tto 21-410 VN for the upper claSs. ‘Middle class households reported
dan average of 10 190 #VN spent .on these special items per year :
”The respective amounts for lower mlddle end upper class houSe—‘
-holds, in equlVelent US dollar figures ‘were: ¢122 49 ¢145 57 and
9305 86



TABILES8 SPRECIAL ANNUAL EXPENDITURES, BY FARMERS AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASSES,
VILLAGE OF KHANI-HAU, 1558 '

JoATEGORY OF| U P P ER MIDDELE | , LOWER S
EXPENDITURE| ™7 5 8 2 6 7 |10 |12 | 2 g |11 113 [ 14 | 15 |@a6 | 17 | 18 | 1%
Household : ' o -
lbI[G-oods - - | 70{3,000] - 300 - - 700|5,000{2,000{2,800{ 100| - - ~ {4,600 -

ajor ro-- ' . 1
pairs 15,000/ 6,000 - |7,000{ - 100l - |1,650{1,000|3,000{4,000{ 300}2,000{ - | = - 4,300 -
Medical Care |3,000 1,50011,500{ 500|5,000{3,000] 300}2,000{1,000{4,000{ 300 1,500| 1,000} 2,500}2,500{1,200|1,000} -
Taxes 400 550| - 39{ 30f 252 30| - 200| - - | - - | - 70} - - ~
Interest ' ) |
Payments |1,500]2,000{ 500{  100{ -~ 400| 300 - {7,200} - 400 450 100 - |} |- 500(3,200} 10t
‘ ' |
T8t Cele- i
vration 1/|2,200}1,500|2,000] 600{1,000 700;1,000 1,000}2,000|3,000{ 600| 800| 200{1,500| | 900 1,000|1,000| 40C
Lﬂi d~-Autumn | ' ' i |
Pestival - 100f - -1 = - - 1 - - - - - - 501 | - - 30, -
Family Anni- -] . ' L
versaries 200|3,800{4,000] - ‘| 100/ 100| 180|2,400|2,800| <. ¢50| s800|1,000] 80| | 50{1,000|1,200] 2C
Village : |
Ceremonies _ . , ' o
Cau-An 300 400} 400 300 50 50| 200| 300} - 300 50| 50| 100 30/ 100] 30f 100| 50{ 200
‘Ha-Dien 100| 80| 100f “s0| 20f -} 50| 30 501 50 - 30| - - || 30f - - 164
Xa-Toi 70 30{ 100| 10 10l 30| 50 20! 100l - | 30f 10 20 50| .25 - 301 - !
Thuong-Dien 100 70| -~ - 20l - | 50 20 50 50 - 10f - - 20} 200 50 29
cirte  |2,200|5,000]2,000|2,000¢2,000§1,200{1,500}1,000| 800 1,000{ 500/ 500|1,000|1,000}1,000{1,500{1,00011,dc.
Pagoda Con- | : _
tridbutions| - 900f 60| - - | = [|1,000] 500{ - - - - - 200| | 601,000} - 2(
Homeplot : N _ | S
Rent 19| 30| 200 - gol - | 250 50| - 60| 150 50f{ 50| 10| - - 100{ 2

Clothing - |3,000|3,350| - |1,0002,000} - - | - [4,000] ~ - - - - | 500| - 5

1

1/ Includes some clothing purchases
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Convertind the data to per capita estimates,-soecial expendi-
tures ran from 1 461 dVN for the lower class to 1,717V for the
middle class and 3, 37# pVN fOr the upper class.‘ The US dollar
equivalents were p20 €7, a24 53 and $48. 20 respectlvely. Unlike
the per cap1ta flgures for items repularly purchased the lower
claso spending is below that for the middle class. However, the
spread between lower and upper class is again a large one, with
the former less than half the latter This suggests that if these
socio-economic divi31ons are meaningful middle class and. lower
class housaholds fare about the same with respect to the per caplta
consumptlon of items Whlch are purchqsed repularly and which

onstltute the necessarv purchases for the members, but that m1ddle
class famllles can be dlStlHFUlSth as being somewhat better off

in terms of the consumption of thanS whlch go beyond the necesgi-
t1esa Upper class household members are clearly better off with |
'respect to both klnds of purchases. | | | |

By adding these household and per caplts annual spec1al
‘ expendltures to the annual estimates of items purchaSed repularly,
as taken from family budget records,‘lt 1s p0351ble to derlve a .
set of annual household and per capita expenditures for the
‘dlfferent socio- economic classes, exclu51ve of the costs of farm
Joperation These data are presented iinable 8 b “ In other words,
these annual estimates are close approafmations of tho total d
consumption expenditures made by villagers.' In evaluating these -

,J\\ ; ‘,'-i'

nestlmates, 1t is 1mportant to bear in mind that they pertaln to only

\. *l B i
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.

one Village, and this Villa ge lS located in one of the most -

prosperous prov1nces in Viet Nam. Although Khanh Hau itself 1s

considered one of the less wealthy Villqges in the prOV1nce,_the
_figures shown here probably represent levels of expenditures

cons1derably 1n excess of those Wthh would be found in other parts

=:'5‘|

- - of Viet Nam.. These estimates are not 1ntended to be representat;ve
of consunption in all parts of Viet Nam althouvh they are probably
comparable to expenditures in other villapes 1n the some part of
‘the delta region : .‘ | o o

For the lower and middle clesses, these consumption estimato.

are probably good approximations to net 1ncome per household or"
__per capitau For lower class households without land for farminp

Y ! P

they would also be close to gross income, for such spendinq units'
. would not have the added expense as3001 ted w1th farm production,
Farm expenses would tend to vary with the 31ze of the farm and the

amount of labor and equ1pment provided by the household _and

.....

generalizationsLin th1s area are dlfficult to make. |

- Another eleuent —;'thatrof saV1ngs -Q h;; also been Omlttbd.
_Villaeers were not asked directly toJestiwete their saV1ng durlng“:
the prev1ous year because 1t seemed‘unlihely‘that the answers wouldt
_be reliable. For one thlng, ville?ers weremdefen51ve on thishsﬁ .
:subject and became vaeue when asked about accumulations ofhcashi;j

?/\;'_;‘ B - :-“'-‘ Hfl" i

or other valuables. In addition a question on annual saving would

1) t". : (3 -‘,’_ri} 't‘\.‘ \ ',"." ;‘-\ \ )-»‘
tenc to be ambipuous from their standeint.' Thrift is not particu—
"'Eff(J '\._::-4' "=;-;lf 51' . f‘ !’ k'p ‘;7 £ B l](\

larly valued as a virtue among these people, and few of them mako

-
L
L
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TABLE 8.5

AND PER CAPITA, VILLAGE OF KHANH HEU, 1958

D TOTAL ANNUAL EXPENDITURES, BY HOUSEHOLDS

-Household Expenditure Per Capita Expenditure.
 Socio- ' ‘
Eginomic Total Value Cash Outlay § Total Value{ Cash Outlay
ass
sy g gust | ogvn | ogust §ogvn o gust | guw | gust
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) | (6) (7) (8) | (9)
Upper 160,093 |858.47151,2931732.76|9,141|130.59]7,827|111.81
Middle 32,638|466.26[26,931{38L.73|5,477| 78.24|4,513| 6447
Lower 28,131]401.87|23,110(330.14 5,513 | 78.76|4,535| 64.79
Source: “Family Budget Records

lcomputed at a rate of exchange of 705VN -to $1 US..

conscious efforts to save for specific goals. Major purchases

tend to be deferred until the current income at some time is large

enough Fo'perﬁit the purchaée; and in this sense the fgaving® and

the expenditure occur in the same year.

For lower and middle class families, the volume of saving in

any given year is probably negligible or ndn-existéht.' The best'

evidence for this is the high incidence of debt in these classes.

Given the high prevailing interest rates, debt would be avoided

_if savings were avéilablé. There 1s some debt at the upper class
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levels as well, but it is less prevalent and, therefore, it is more
likelyithat any saving will‘he done by this minority group. The
amounts, however, will depend upon the size of the harvest, which
has varied greatly over the past three years in this village.

lakins all}these thln"S into account the annual household

-and per capita expenditures by lower class hovseholds, and there-
fore a larae maiority of the households in the Villaae, provide =&

' gOOd;approximation to both net and gross income. BothrsaVings and
farm expenses zre here assumed‘to be negligiblea ‘This would be
the income_situation most typical of the village. However, with
4upwardxadjustments'to;account.fOr;farm expense on farms of average
size ;- around unon$vN 1o 5‘O®O$VN per household per year --

one could convert the expenditure by middle class households into

an estimate of the gross-'income of farmers who haVc two to. four
hectares of land. This would be less representative of the income
of most Villaaers, but it would provide one measure of the economic
performance of farms of this size in the particular area.

_ Assuming these expenditures as approximations to income, With
the qualifications mentioned above, the delta region of Viet Nam
does not rank particularly high in per capita income by comparison
‘ With other undeveloped countries in Asia and Latin America. Por_
"sxample, per capita expenditures by upper class households 'in
Khanh Hau are lower than the per capita income of Japan and the“

Philippines, and middle class per capita expenditures are lower

“than per capita income in Epypt. In general, the villagers in
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Khanh Hfu seem to be somewhatlﬁetter off in per Capita terms, than
residents of India and . Paklstan but worse off than Latin American
countrles such as Puerto Rico, Cuba, and British Guiana.6 Com-
parisons of this kind are admlttedly hazardous, and not too much
ghould be made of them. Nevertheless, they do provide a'perspectivé
of sorts, and on this basis‘this rural sector of Viet Nam is not
living well, even by the standards of countrias somewhat similarly
situated.

This is an unexpected conclusion to reach because observing
.the village as an outsider one feels that the people‘in the
vicinity of Khanh Hau'fare pretty well. No one appears to be
starvinp, there are feasts and celebrations throughout thé year,
and many of the villagers look healthy and well clothed. Moreover,
it is common to agsume .in Viet Nam that the v1llages in the south
aré richer than those in the central portion, and that life there
is much easier becavse the villagers of the south can provide for
their needs with much less effort. This may be true as a
comparative statement, but it does not»follow.that_the majofity
of the people in the‘south.liveiwell, or even that they cﬁrrently
. have the means to attaih a living,stqndardfas high as somé other
Agian countries. The léck of“acuteﬁmiaére;;thé,pleanliness'of the

-

6Sone per capita income estlmates for the period 1952 1954 are:
Japan - $190 US; Philippines - @lSO Us; Egypt - $120 US
Pakistan ~ $70 US India - $60 US.
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'peeﬁle;’the lovely coconut palms and the picturesque thatch Houses
. should’'not bar recognition that actual living standards are low,
and’ that a subetantial'majority‘offthe viliage-iiQe at or near
 subsistence ‘levels. ' b !

-1t is poseible that the family budget records have under= '
stated actual cdnSuﬁption, and that some items of the diet which
"farewsﬁpplied difeetly'in'kind were not fully recorded. SomeICOnn
sumption in kind was includedlin the reeords,‘buﬁ some may have
" been 0vefleokedo-'Likély possibilities are wild herbs and plants
Iwhich are used in'the'diet-and”fieh ceﬁght by members of the\houee-
hold. It is also possible that the amount of rice recorded is less
than that actually used. With the exception of rice, these are
“relatively minor3iteme;'and m&k1ng’ﬂllowance*for some.under-
reporting of -them wduldnﬁotﬁad&'svbStaﬁtiallv”tdﬂthe level of food
expenditures. o |

':'On»ﬁonufoed‘items, no attempt was made to estimate trans<
pertation,?enteftainmeﬂt”ekﬁenees, or major ceremonial expenses
such as weddings and funerals. A number of other rather small,*”
-éﬁd“usually infrequent*'expehs@e*weré also hot documentsd in detail,

such as purchase of lottery tickets, purchages of gold" and other
- Jelelry, horOScopes, and chlldrenfs spendipg_dﬁ-eweete. Finally,.
: it-isvaSSible that thers was.some understa@ementeof the amounts

'spenﬁ onlthe'special ennual'expenditures, since these were

s recolleotions for Which there were no SUppbrting records. 'Héﬁevef,,

zgconsiderlng the size and nature of theee omlssions and possﬂble
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understatements, it is unlikely that total expenditures should be
raised by very much to account for them. As an informed guess,

the estimated annual per capita and household expenditures might .
be increased by 10 ta 15 percent to account for'under-reporfing
and omissions, but it is doubtful that it should be more than this;
particularly since the two years preceding this study had been
poor ones, and small marginal expenditures were probably kept to

a minimum.

The Village Food Congumption. =~- Patterns of expenditure

expressed .in terms of currency can. show something about relative
living standards and the changes which take place over time, but
phey fail to give a picture of what this means in quantities and
varieties of things consumed.. Casual observation indicates that:
living standards are extremely low. by comparison with the West,
hut it would not tell in what basic respects they are deficient

or to what extent they.could affect productive effort. However,
thé family budget reports give enough detall, of the daily purchase
made by village households to begin to piece together some idea’ i .
of what village life is like.

In a rice village, the single most -important item in the
family diet is obvipusly rice. This,isquen-indicated_b& the way-
in Whi;h_Vietnamese speak of eating, whichi is literally to "eat -
ricef (ég gém),zor to serve 4 meal, which is to: "serve rice'..
(don cdm). Villagers generally believeuthém-itwis the rice which.

- provides them:With the food values they need. for health and stremgth,

~
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and that the main contribution of other food is to improve the
taste of the meal, & méjor toncern of each houSehold is that it
obtain'enough'ricerto last until the next harvest, and a common
way to express ‘degrees: of poverty is to: state the number ofimonths'
supply of rice. a family has on hand -~ thus, "that family-ivaory
poor, and has only enough rice to last through the fifth’lunar
month. ®

In normal years, most of the tenants and landowners can supply
their rice requirements from their owh hapvests. . Laborers can
supply- at least a part of thelr needs it 'kind because harvest labor
i1s paid in paddy. . Only the few-who'feceive%money'Wngs or“money[
income, eagw3uotorekeepers,lmuStfbuy most  of thelr rice. In either
caoe,twhether”purchaSGd“or supplied from their own fields, rice
:reﬁresentsfabout forty percent.of the value of total food expendi-
' turoS#fbr a majority of villagers. It is highérfthan that for the
poorest inhabitants. -

‘In terms of‘péféonalﬁoohsumption;”aLty%&oél‘adult villsger -
w1ll probably eat: slightly ‘less ‘than one litre of uncooked milled
rice (gao) per day (.6 or .9 litres), although this varies with
the age of theperson; the:sex; ‘the amount of: physical labor being
done,” and evom%thefﬁeasohﬁoﬂ“fhe~year#'*Duriﬁk“thé'dr?gseeébnlwhen'
work. iLs slack many familiebiwill: eat only’ tWd: meals o day. _Dﬁring
| the growing Season: this inéPéases’ to threeimeald. “This may also
‘bel expregsed as’'thiee to four bowls of ¥iece at each meal for. sach

tJaﬂuﬂ.t-;nalﬁhoughwohi:#is?ﬁa”varyﬁimpr'eoiSe*Wa&‘o*f‘deééribiﬁg rice
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consumption.  A- certain amount: of glutinous rice (cdm n8p) is also.
eaten, bvt this kind of rice is reserved for-épecial occasions
such as the first and fifteenth of each lunar month, death
anniversaries of ancestors, ahd the new. year. . It ig also presented
as a sacrifice offering at villasge feétivals;,and ag a gift offer- 
ing at weddings and funerals. Glutinous rice is usually more
expensive than,ordinary;rice,-although this.was‘notptrue:for 1958,
the year in which family budgét records -were kept.  Many farmers
in the village hawe grown glutinousrrice_on a part of thelr ..
cultivated land at different-times,gbut‘mbstyfamilies in . the sample
bought the glutinous rice they used in theyhouseholdx 

The amoﬁnt of protein in a-typicalvvillagegdiét is vary small,
for the principal sources of protein-are expensive and villagers
do not appreciate thewimportancewof;this-ifem*ih-their diet. Their
schedule. . of déily purchases shows that they tend to consume around
two- kilos of meat of all kinds (pork, beef; buffalo, chicken or
duck)'per houseshold: per week. The poorest families. buy. meat. very
infrequently, and "fr esqv’e.-ntzlﬁr"-uii.n=-?°hﬂ;;as--: ccase;-wolkd mean two -or three
timessa'week ﬂtrm0S$ijw ffma;ezr SR G oo QQ;¢:~;;‘§Rmﬁf

The most -c;o&mnon‘.méa_t;. : cscaﬁns:uchbe;i»ntf;-ﬂéh;ei _év.i:alilage';::d;ﬁ pork, which -~
is purcﬁased_from;peddlersJQrLatuﬁhg{T&wiﬂﬁdﬂg;oerﬁn-ﬂnfmarketsn:
Beef‘aépearS'on the tablesﬁoftﬁhsﬁwqa;ﬁhiarfﬁamiiiés;from.time to -
timé,;humfyarely;in the poofghomﬁ@m;;Buffalq-is eaten even less
th&nﬁbﬁéﬁxwmghxckén.and duck -are used, but not-és;often=asuporh@-hw

ThiS:ié;EQmewhat-surprising s;ncebtheﬁavfowl:are-raiﬁedainc$h5;<ﬂx~
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village; and there is 'less of a problem of preservation than in
the case of butchered hogs or beef that come from one's own stock.
It is also'surpriéing to find that eggs are used as infrequently
as they are. Both chicken and duck eggs are used, but generally
no more than five to ten eggs per family per week. This does not
seem to vary between ircome or <ccupation groups. Duck eggs are
cheaper than' chicken eggs and are bought-more often. The eggs
which afe consumed come from nearby.markets or from a farmer's own
chickens. Very few of the ‘eggs which are bought come from house-
holds within the village itself. There i3 some tendency for
chicken to appear most often in the budgets around the beginning
and middle of the lunar month.

| In zddition to thess standapd“meats, villagers eat'dog, cat,

" rabbit, frog and paddy rat, but not often enough for any of these
to be considered as regular diet'items.- The‘paddy rats that are
‘ﬁsed"are“caught“in’thefﬂields,rbut'the-villagers say that they are
hard to find and catch, andfafe therefore rarely eaten.

The week-in week-out. consumption of meat therefbre-tends;to-
be minimal, perhaps no more than'one-ﬁélf kilo-per'person‘per=Weék,
- Thils estimate should bhe increaSedg*howevef;,Byétaking into account
the fact that meats are given great prominence in feasts of all’
kinds.--TﬂereTaré-frequenﬁ‘opportunities:td éttend bqthﬂprivate
and village feasts during the course .of a year, and since siuch
meals consist almost exclusively of meat dishes in:vafiouS-forms,

weekly per capita meat ¢corisumption may, in .fact, be twlce .the amount
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indicated. Expenditures for meat would also include some purchase
of lard (mﬁ) for cooking, although record keepers failed to.

distinguish between the two. Peanut oil (diu &iu phung) is. much

less. commonly used, . and its main use is by Cao bai or Buddhist .
families who fegularly obéerve meatless fast days. At such times,
peanut o1l is'used for cooking instead of lard.

Another important gource of protein in the diet is fish and
shrimp, and most families consume about as much- fish as they do
meat in:- the course of-a-ndrmal week». Since fish 1s much less
expensive, it is more important in: the budgets of the poor familles,
than in the more well-to-do. Fish consumptlonyls-div1ded almostn
equally between fresh fish (ga tudi) and dried (khd ca) and salted
fish (géimgég); ‘Dried or salted fish appgars almost daily on the
budgets of all,families,;but-fresh fish doeé;notw--

| Villagers obtain fresh fish frem the fairly large market in--
T&n An, either directly or from peddlers whd-ﬁringait from there.-
Also, during the rainy season fish.come to the streams and rice-
fiélds,-and,fishing;bﬁcomes-a regular and-active occupation.:
Varieties that-are caughtwor purchased include, cé m61,~g; linh,

Pl

ca log, ca L8, ca nui, g_ rd, small shrimp. {tép) and silver shrimp
(ép bag)» -Since it appears so regularly ip,the. dally meals, it -
is not surprising to find that fish is:rgrely served at.feasts =
except in the final dish of the meal. ‘Therreagon for its steady:
use in ordlnary household meals is. clearly $t8. low. cost (20=304VN,

PQr*kiloﬁaswcomp 2red. with the eheapest meag sy pork, which. costs
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35-403VN per kilo).‘.There is no need for cash outlay at all in
cases where the villagers catch their own.

Since rice is so important.in the daily diet, Vietnamese have .
developed a wide variety of sauces which add flavor to the meald
at relatively little expense. The most famous of these is nudec
még, a sauce that is distilled from small fish. Village families
use this for more than half of their mealé. The second most
" ropular is soy ssmce {t¥dng), used regularlj in all households but
also on special occasions when religious observance requires that
no meat be served, for this would exclude sauces derived frém fish
and shrimp. In addition to these two most common sauces,

villagers also use mém khd, mém mﬁi,:mﬁm-léc; mém~séng, mém ndm

and'mém chung. All of these are made from fish or shrimp, they
vary in price, and their use is related to the economic status of.
the consumer or his need for something special, as at the time of
an important family feast. -The latter three in particular are -
quite expensive, and-are used only on rare occasions.

‘Typical family consumption of sauce of all kinds tends to be
frOm_two“and_éne-half*toﬁthrée‘litres per week, or around”one~half
litre per person per week, and this is true for all indome or
occupation5gfoupsa Like rice itself, because of its relatlon to
rice inftﬁe meal, it is an indispensable daily item.- Most people
in the wvillage buy a grade of-ggﬁg még glightly higher than the
lowest grade, and whieh sells for 22 or 23 VNj a Eig' -= an

eartherware pot cortainimg from 2.9 to 3. litres. In recent years, -
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many families have been unable to buy their Egég;mém by the Eig,:‘
and are accustomed to buy it on a day to day basis in small -
quantities césting only a few piastres at a time. This does not
add greatly to the total cost, but it does reflec¢ct a very great
shortage of cash. The dally wages recelved for farm labor provide
the largest steady supply of cash, and the farmers tend to dole
this out on daily purchases that are kept as -small as possible.
- There is- little assurance that theére willfbe:work from one.day to -
the next, and people are therefore reluctaﬁt:to use a large share
of the cash on hand for a single purchase even when 1t .1s as
important to them as ggég mém- _

.~ Many have thought -that ths high consumption of fish and shrimp
sauces by Vietnaﬁeseusupplies protein to a diet that 1s by and
. large lacking in it. From the evidence of these family budgetéﬂit
seems true that typical families do vse a very great deal of sauce,
certainly frofi the standpoint of the Western observer. However, -
it .seems very doubtful that there ig_much:real.food value in:the.-
sauces which are used because the distillation process by which. .
it is made removes a gfeat deal.

- After rice andusauces} the third most:important. item. of . regular
. daily.igonsumption is ‘vegetable. .UsuallywServed.in?SOmevcodkediform,
they‘éppearsmainly;in_the goups and in side»dishes-torbe eépeh
with rice.. The most @ommonly.used include bindweed*(ggg mgégg),.

cabbagéw(fau.cgi);‘lettuce,(;gg séng);_white;turnip‘(qéi,gg4tréng%,

[

. . 9 Q, - y [ ) ) . ~ .
turnip (gcu cai), tomatoes {ca chua), manioc {khoai ti), sweet -
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potaﬁo (khoat gﬁ),;“greenrleaf vegetable" (dua gé;), cucumber
(gﬁég), gourd (bau), bamboo sprouts (ming), a vegetable like
bindweed (;gg_ggé), and a kind of cucumber (gég bép). White
potatoes (khoai tdy) are rarely used, but do‘éppear from time to
Ctime.

. Consumption by weight .is fairly high, and most households use
from eleven to fifteen kilos of vegetables a weeka Vegetables are
cheap and most kinds 'sell for only two or three piastres a kilo in
‘the: village .or in nearby markets, but even sSo, a substantial
portion of all vegetables consumed is grown locally. A farmer's
ability to supply the needs of his familﬁlfrom his own garden will
.depend . on the location of his homeplot and the amount of rainfall
during the growing season. There is some very small scale selling
actlvity within the village, ‘but it 1s not well: organized and does
-not constitute an importanﬁ part of "all purchases of vegetables by
villagers. The vegetable markets in towns:such as Tén An are well
supplied throughout the year from the area near the Mekong River,
and people who must bu& thelir vegétables use these markets rather
than rely on other village producers. |

- In addition-to vegetables grown 1in gardens or purchased in
the markets, villagers supplement the vegetable content of ‘their
diet with herbs and plants which .grow in the fields, along the
dikéﬁgénd around pondsb‘-Nolattempt has been made to identify these
-_Qr_meaggre;their importance:in.the diet, but gathering of greens of

‘this kind is a regular activity of women and children. Most of
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them are used to provide flavoring for soups and other dishes, and
many afe considereéd to have medicinal properties of a generally
beneficial sort, i.e., something is "good for the liver®; or "good
for the lungs™i

Although fruit is readily available in the markets, and to
gome extent in the village itself, the village households consvme
less fruit, by weight, than vegetables. The most commonly used
are bananas (ghgég), and papaya (QE_QQ), which grow in the village,
and pineapple (thdm). Coconuts (dia) are eaten, bﬁt'generally
on speciai‘occasions-such a8 when guests arrive at ﬁhe house to pay
a social call. Other fruifs that appear regularly, but in smaller
amounts, are lemons (chanh), and guava (éi). Children buy small
lengths of sugar cane (mia) to chew on the way to and from school
or between meals.

As in the case of vegetables, villagers supply a portion of
their needs from their own gardens, but they also buy varying
proportidns-in~the:markets.. Fruit trees grow in all parts: of the -
village, but lesé5extensively than vegetables. Typical family
consumption of fruit ranges from one o6 five'kiloﬂ“periweékg'and
the prices-paid-range'ffom two to six plastres per kile. - Fruit is
usually served aftéf a meal as a dessért}'orfbétWeen megls as a
snack. | |

" THeSe are ‘the main itemS‘that‘apbear inﬂthe:fegular diet-bf
village hotseholds, but a:numbér_of~other things are -commonly used

in small quantities or under Special*circumstanéesu* For example,
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“the -villagers usé-salt at the rate of about one kiloﬁevery_two
weeks, :and poor familles buy it in small quantities at one plastre
‘a time. They also use a .variety of spices, -~ peper'(hég §i§g],
red peﬁpers (3t), onion (hanh), and garlic (gé;) -- at a rate of one
or two piastres a-day., White sugar is.a 1uxury,.found only in the
homes of the wealthier landowners, but tablets of brown sugar. are
used. in: most village hoﬁseholdé.- Some families use French bread,
'which they buy.in portions of a long loaf, with meals or as between-
meal snacks: for the childreno FamllieSrw1th newfborn children buy -
" canned -condensed milk,.and.this is true for_familiesfat all economic
" levels; but:other families.uae‘it very rarely, if at all. Tea is
-afunk;at*all:meals;,apdaisiseryed-at gli_h@y;@_dur@ngﬂthe day.. A, .
“visitor in any home 1s _i'-mmeﬁdiagp.,e.ly.oﬁfi‘.‘efé-‘df pea,.tdh.ough\r_..-.i,-t is often ..
ﬁery'weak- Village 9stores sell'small”péckagéS'Of tea for two.to five
*piastreﬁ; and~theﬁtypica;.fami;y,willipgnspme'aboutgl50 gramnes of
tea Weeklyr.gSomeﬁof,the-poorést peopié;infthe-lelage brew a drink
" called piggpgggggfxomftgeageéds.of & plant. grown loéally. it has.a,
taste vaguely*likeépea,_and;islsupposed to be an aid to generél.healtb.
Peanuts are considered.a l'uxuf&, and appear only on- gpecial occasions.
Finally, cookies, small,cakes_ahd.sweets;apﬁaavailablg_iﬁ_allsﬁhe
village stores, hut. their use_is.l@m@t@d tQ spécia11oc@aéions}When.
jguests'call, or as treats for children. .Aé would bé expedted,,small
ténanms;-Bmall-landowners and.laborers db:notwbuy theniverf‘fnaquently.
Puttinp‘thma informatlon ‘together into a: picture of the
' "typica1“ orfﬂmsual“ st&ndard of living din teras of daily.diet, an-

adult will eat three,tlmes s day during the crop season, each meal

L
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built around the staple rice. The twelve or so. bowls of rice a
day, eaten with nddc mém or gsoy sauce, will be accompanied by a
vegetable soup or vepetables quick fried, and by either dried or
fresh fish. The fish ang vegetables will also be cooked and eaten
with one of the several sauces. At least one .of ‘the meals will

be followed by some fruit, and tea will be drunk at all times
~during the day. At least once a week there will be small portions
of meat of some kind, usually pork, although at the first and
fifteenth of thé month there will be a larger than usual meal at
which chicken or duck may be served. Once every two weeks, on the
“average, the head;of the household will attend a fillage or~family'
celebration where the main meal will consist of meat dishes. His
~wife will also-have opportunitlies to eat. out, but to a somewhat
lesger extent. - Children -seem to eat smaller quantities and to have
-less variety, and for many the diet is largely one. of rice, sauce
and fruit.

Congumption of non-food itemg., -~ In addition to their daily

food needs, village households buy some non-food items on-a regular
- basis.  For the most part, these ﬁon-f@od purchases are~made_in
 the village stores and do not require trips to nearby: markets as in
the case of many itemsﬂofffoodai'They aré all things which-¢an be
.bought.in‘small;units for small amounts of cash outlay, and all
are.-more. or less negessary in the senserthat,theyaprovide a. bare
'7minimum of amenities. Taken as a group of expendituﬁes, they
illustrate the paucity of materlal goods in the lives of the

villagers, Qnd “the llmited effective demand in the rural areas.

;.;. .
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‘The large amount of attention given to the cult of the
ancestors does: not lead to very large expenditures on things such
as incense sticks (hudng), votive paper (mé) or candles (den cay)
as might be supposed. Strong Buddhist or Cao vai families use
candles for serious worship rites, but other families seemingly
use them much less. 7The use of votive paper seems to be declining,
‘and.while incense sticks are widely used, and represent a steady
item of expenditure, the amount runs only to elght or ten plastres
a week for most families.

Some families use charceal for cooking'purposes,'and those who
- do spend four piastres a day at villase stores. HOWever; fuel is
not a major problem for poor families.because they can pick up
firewoed . locally or use rice husks or rice straw if necessary.
Some villagers use coconut huské, and a few well-to-do households
have special stoves which use rice husks through a stoker arrange-
ment which feeds husks into the flames. Rice husks beldng'to'the‘

- miller after the rice has been polished,. but they may. be.bought

- from him_at'a“priceWof-oné plastre for a largefsack. Very few -
‘villagers use'matches;”siﬁce most of them have mechanical lightérs
- and buy gasoline in small quantities for lighter fuel.: Howéver, -
dlmost ‘every home buys kerosene (gﬁg hdi) fef lighting, for the
most paft‘te-méintain~a‘continual light in the small lamp placed
on the altar of the ancestors. Wealthyrfamilieﬁ?Will have gasoline
preésufETiampss=-The-common'practice'is to‘buy‘kefosene one litre

at a time; and only affew~buy it in the five-gallon tins.

B
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The'family budget records show irregivlar purchases of tradi-
tiehal'Vietnamese medicines and 'home remedies, bought from local
Chinese drug merchants at ten to twenty piastres each; These
include sveh things as mint-oil, laxaﬁive pills, and varieties of
barks, herbs or leaves for the relief of coughs,. headache, stomach
trouble and other ills. Storckeepers say that the use of tradi-
tional medicines has been declining for some years, and while
- villagers continue to buy them to some extent they have also begun
‘ te use WeStern medicines in inCreaSihg amounts. These are dispensed
" through a local male nurse, who gives imnoculations, or through
drug'eterés'in'Tén:An or.Mﬁ Tho. The pattern that seems'te be most
‘common is that families rely on the Vietnamese and Chinese remedies
for minor 1llness or’ where the allment is rather general in nature.
In serious cases, ‘where the sumptoms are more pronounced and
'recopnizable, villapers seek Western medical care at the home of
.the local nurse or in the town of T&n An. Ofﬁen'families will
Thedge" and take ‘both traditional and Western medicine for an
" ailwent, for althodgh they seem to accept Western medicine as the
more effective of the two they are not convinced it will always
 wofk? They se¢ no harm 1n taklng both, and regard this practice
as 1ncrea51ng the chance of cure. |

‘ Soép7(§§"ﬁﬁggi'is an item oflfegular pufehaSe,'buﬁ in small
quantities only. Rough“laﬂndry soap is the OnIy"kind used to any..
.extent, and this ie purchaeed in portions‘of one-quarter kilo or

more once every twod weeks. The_cest of this soap, which is
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manufactured in Viet Nam, is from li to 163VN per kilo, and the
 portions actUélly purchased are cut from.bars‘one kilo in weight.
Village stores also stock toothpgste and toilet soap, but none of
the family budgets showed any purchase of these during the eight
~week period of the budget check. | | |

Important items of regular consumptioq, appearing in the
expenditures of almost every family, are areca nut (cau), betel
a_leaf_(ggég), and tobacco_(ghgég ré). The cost of these runé‘from
- 30 to 605VN  per week for:most of the families -- in a few cases
even more. To “chqw_betel", sli@es of areca nut‘areﬁplaced,in the
mopth‘along wiph,bepellleaf wrapped_around a:small\quan;ity of‘lime.
This‘combination is chewed for some time bpt not swallow_ed° IThe
habit is widespread in the village,.aﬂdﬂat times tobacco is rubbed
over the teeth and gums during the chewing process to vary the
tasté. _The‘use of_betel, howéver, is largely limited to adults
1,ovér thirty years of age, and younger_people dq not seem to have
- écQuired:thgahabit,very extensively. Men of allréges_smﬁke
cigaretteg,_andrroll their own‘from.the st;ong.blacK pobacco.which
is growp'inJViet‘Ngm'and Laos. ‘Théré is very-little pipe smoking,
and;while.sqme_Qf,the_older women smdkejcigafgttes'on qccasiqn,
) this is not very comﬁon. Manufactured Qigaretteg_(gggég-géE} are
sold in all village stores, but thej_are eXpensive for‘villagers“
- (8~154VN per package) and are‘only bought.tq_sgrve_gugsigfat

. ceremonies and feasts, not for daily use.



265

Some families spend money on beer_(laeve) snd soft drinks
(ndac ngot),; but this is less important in the budget than the
amount spent for rice wine'(rddu'gé), commonly_known-by'the French

word (choum-choum). The use.of wine varies, of course, from family

to family. Wine is an important.sacrifiqial offering in village
and family cerémonies,-so-there is usually a minimum purchase of
one small wine pitcher (si) at the first and the fifteenth of the
“lunar month at a cost of six piastrés;for a pltcher. Some villagérs,
even though quite poor, spend from four to six pilastres a day,
sevaral.daYs_eﬁch week, for rice wine.  This they. purchase by the
pitcher;or;by‘the_individual_drink in village stores. It is ex-
tremély‘diﬂfipult{to estimate the extent of drinking in the village.
Aside from ceremonial use, there is probably:relativelyulittle regulér
heavy drinking by villagers.  There is.a good'deal of drinking at
feasts;,but‘even‘there;participation;in.drinking bouts is: not '
“universal. One of the‘stqreptypéd=versiqﬁs~of village.life is that
of poo&,férmera\drinking-up«anuimpor$ant;par;_oﬁdtheir income in
riotousivillage feasts wherteahge;quantities ofgrice_wine~areqserwéd,
Observations and the évidenee of:tha family budgets does. not bear .
:.;his out, fﬁithopgh,rice wine.accbuntsafor_a larper;ahﬁfe-of ﬁhe-
typical budg@t-iham-beef'or gsoft .drinks. With fow. exceptions,
drinking does not,constitute a. serious sécial or ec@nomlc problem _
in the villages. . | R

-, Some- other scattered items appeared 1n the;family budgets

under non-food expenditures, but thay are_nonmrecurring and irregular
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for the most part. For example, things wovén from reeds or ratﬁan
subh'asjbaskets,nfish traps, and conical hats aré not made in the
village homes to any extent but are purchased in'the market at
infreQUent intervals. ' The same is trve for pottery, rice bowls
and kitchen utehsils. A few familiss recorded the purchase of
rubber*éandals (giép} or wooden clogs (ggég) for which they paid
from-8 to 154VN & pair. Families with children in school bought paper
notehooks, ' pens and pencils, but textbooks were not purchased

- except in the case of & family who had a 'son 1n secondary school.
Newspapers are not-delivered_regularly to the village, and must

be obtained in T&n An or some other market place: While some of
the more well-to-do buy papers occasionally, even in’ their case it
“is not a regular purchase. -For the most part, villagers do not
acquire bokaQ althéﬁgh‘thefrECGrds included an enffy'for the -
purchase of prayerbooks or religicus texts.

Lodking back ovef these~majorfitemé:of non=-food- consumption
by village familiecs, they seem few in number and'félaﬁivelYWmeagér-
in the contribution they make to material well-being.": The mbreg.'
important ones include altar affects used in carrying out the cult
-of'the anCeétors,"meﬂicrnéS; tobacco and the ingrédi@ntS“%éC@Ssary
for chewing betel, rice wine, beer &nd. soft drinks, smgdl quantities
of laundry soap and kéroséné“fof:lighbing. ¢Bu£ thése  do” not make
a»bbmpiete account of-liviﬁgﬁsﬁandards ih$re&l”%ermﬁgﬁfbrPnot”only‘
are there‘additional occasional purchases of some comich items
-~‘forpéxamplég‘Writing-materials; newspapers,’wooden clogs, and

R A T RS SRR . . . . . TR | o L
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on -- but there are also important purchases during the year which

Usuelly occur“ﬁuite infrequently. To obtain some estimate of what
‘these major items are, and how much is spent for them, it was
necessary to rely on the ability of villasers to recall their
previous year's expeﬁditures. This is unsatisfectoryfin many
respects, but it does provide some understanding of the relative

importance of the different kinds of”ekpenses.

Special expenditures. -- The first thing that stands out in
these special ‘expenditures shown in Table 8.4 is the large spread
in'the’emouuts"reported. This partly reflects the basic economic
status of the household and its size,'but'more‘importeutly it 'is
due to specially " large outlays which somie of the families had in
the particular year ‘on “which they ‘were questioned. Within the
different socio-economic clasées there is a faix ‘degree of con- -
sistency with respect to.certein'kiﬁ&s'of_ﬁormef=ek§eﬁditures,
primarily such”tﬂings as ceremoniels,'gfftsf‘ue&lCél care, homeplot
rentals, end taxes. Outside of theSe, expenditures vary accordlng |
to the partlcular problem facinp individual familles and this
seems to be ‘the reason for the‘large differences in most cases.

The 1mportance of ceremonies sﬂ& feasts is shown in the 3
reported amounts‘spent”onfthe'chief village occasions and on
presents-gireh'tolotﬁ%rswﬁg”%%&&iﬁgs arid"'fu'rierals° ‘On"the average,
‘around: one~ thlrd of all” non-regular expenditures are made for these
purposes, although 1t may range up to half or as low as one-fifth._

With the exception of those who act as heads of the extended-family,
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and who have primary resﬁonsibility for celebrating the cult of the
ancestors, most families make their largest outlays in celebration
of the lunar ﬁew year (Eég), .These run in the vicinity\df,2,QOO§VN
for upper class houssholds and.around_l,OOO@VN for others. This
includes some_puréhase of clothing for the children in the'family,
a traditional_Tét expenditure‘amOunting to 5(=1004VN per child
depending on the general economic .position of the family. Most of
the rest goes for food, particularly méat, for use in family feasts
and for sweets and candy to offer visitors. A small proportion is
spent on Tét;decorations, on altar effects gndyon.firécraqkeés,
Even the poorest families will have a few firecrakars at Tét, but
not in quantities whiqhqcould‘be_called extravagantc.. -

In additionlto:Tét, thggeware‘fqgr'main.com@uniby celebrations
to which villagers give money. The most important o#rphase_is the
gég an (ﬁrequest_for péace" or}thé festival of}the,vi%;qge‘guardian
spifit). }Members of the Coungil_of‘Notablgs are_qnderwqpligap;on
to make larger contributions than others in the village, and this
is refquteq in the_requpgéquy.thQ faqtthat upper”c%@gs‘gquse; 
holders all gave a, least J004VN, and one gave LOOVN on this .
occasion. Others tend towque +e88, although the amoynt varies’with
the circumstances.i For exampl@ﬂ 1arg¢r Lthan. usual contributlons
Were made by one young man whao paid for, his father and his brothers
[and by two older men who were highly motivated $o give by their
strqngfyel}g;ousrbeliefs. The otpbr_qelebratLong - H@ Didn

(Opening of the Fields), Xa.18i (release of the Evil Spirits), and
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Thudng Didn (Clothing of the Fields) -- are not as heavily sup-

portedQ_ Donations at these times were about one-third of those
for the Ciu An, and once again there was a tendency for landowners
and villa~e notables to give more than tenant-laborers. Only three

families among those asked spent any money for the hdm Thang Tam

(Middle Autumn Festival), and this is due to the fact that people
in this southern .village do not tend to celebrate this occasion.
Essentially a Chinese festival, it is largely given over to
children; and although widely celebrated in North and Central Viet
Nam it is not important in the southern rural area. o

Some of the households make their largest expendiﬁures forfa.
series of family féasts and celebrations which include principally
death anniversaries (Cung Gdm) and the.ceremonial_cleaning of
family,gravés (gég_@g). These are usually people who own land or
who have the use of family land (Egggg.ﬂég),.and_arertherefore in
a better economic position to undertake the expense of paying for
the feasts which.are given on the anniverSary-othhe;déathééfﬁan
ancestor. These are often the eldest.gons‘injthe’f@mily\glsqwibﬁt
this is,not'invariably-tfue;f_Aang_m#@dlg»anﬂ_uppar#glassfhouSea
holders responding, four,reportgd_axpgnsga-ofgbggween;2y700$VN and
L,QQO$VN fof these purposes, butsﬁhe énher$ﬁsant,onl# amounts
:‘varying;from'nothing_at all to 2004VN. ,This indicates that in some
inatahggs¢an individval has.no ?eépqnsibilify.to_give feasts or
'contriﬁﬁte pQ3the,féast_given byiotherrrelaﬁives because his .

position in'the'family does not require it. In other cases,
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relatifely small amounts are contributed to the family member
actudlly giving the feasts: ‘For'eXample, the family reporting the
. largest total expenditures during the year spent only 2003VN for
‘anniversaries snd grave cleaning. This 1s because the héad of this
household is not the elder brother in his extended family, and
although fairiy well-to-do by village standards, does not feél-he_
mist make large COntributioné‘to the famiiy-celebrations. The
villagers:say that the amounts that are spent in this'category vary
from year to year depending on the size of the harvest and the
general economic condition of the person responsible. ' While
.important, the size of these expenditures shOUld.not be considercd
as fixed. SR | Co T

| " Gifts for weddings and funerals'CompriSe'an“imﬁértént and
regulér expense, in;mOStVCaSés‘amOﬁnﬁinguﬁo‘moré than is spent at
T8t or for family anniversaries. They.éfefconsidered a burdensomne
exXpense, ‘but one that i's not éaéily'avoided; The upper class"
4hbﬂﬁehbiaers”prbbably*tend-td spend move for gifts'tﬁaniothefff‘
- classes, and totals of '2,0004VN to 5,000VN weré reported o ‘the :
forme? while ‘the lattsr tanged from 500 VN to 2 ;000 FVN =Tﬁéfé‘is'
" also some: varlation i’ ‘tHe - size of" gift totals &ué 46 the age of
the head of hqusehﬂld‘p New: hOuSeholds Eﬁeﬁ&“less thhn those |
_establiéﬁé& fdf”aﬁ%éﬁﬁér“timé “The * lat%eﬁ“h&#e 8" Wider circle of
acqualntances “atd ! therefore are invited ﬁo aﬁtend "the functions more

often. ‘In'a Sense, these gifts represent savings for future

“occasiéns of the same kind because reeiprocity requires fetﬁfﬁ'gifts;h  
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in the future. This does not_work_out_evenly in all‘cases, and
there is no"strict accounting of the size and origins of gifts.
Returns therefore do not alwéys match outlays, but it is still
valid to fegard these partly, at least, as-a type of saving rather
than pure expense. |

In addition to the expense of family ceremonies and community
celebrationé; someg families make contfibution3=to‘local pagodas.
However, the largest of these are ﬁade by Cao Déinadherénts who
"séem, on thée whole, to be extremeiy'conscientous inrtheirfroligioﬁs
“observanCBS»__Onehhousehold,.headed‘by.an-elderly man of strong
religious beliefs; made & 5003VN contribution to the Buddhist
pagoda. For theufest‘of the - group, however, contributions were
| either quite small or not made at all. These examples are
consistent with the observation that the religious.or_spiritﬁalglife
of the village centers largely in the family andwcoﬁﬁunitywcultS-
instead of organized religious sects,-ahd further, that“Older-peoplé
are the chief supporters of organized rellglons Although 1nd1v1dual
households may give actlve support: to localkpa@odeowfbvwandularge
organized religlons. do not constltute an. important drainion house~
hold: flnanceSo' Thla is . also. true for- geomaneers -and “sorterers.
Most famllles satd that they used them, and had their horoscopes
_read during the year, but the amounts spont on- thlo were very small
and, with one - exception,- they wovld net even give an estimate. It
:;s ‘hard to.eualuate_thlsgtypowof3nesponse Ln light of the fact. that

they itemized very small payments in other categories. However,
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even 1f they were slichtly evasive in .this case it does not seem
likely that the amounts spent were very great.

| Aslde from the amounts spent for ceremonies and festivals,
the most important expenditure for typical familizs seems to be for
medical care. In this case, the socio-economic status of the
houvsehold bears little relation to the amount spent because this
expense-is‘determined'more by  the extent ahd=Seriousness of illness.
Thefe is probably -soms doubls counting here, because this ahnual
estimate«would;include the small purchase of'medicine reported in
the dailyﬁﬁudget'records;=.However, the size of the medical
expenses 1s more influenced by major illness,.and none occurred in
these families during:the eight-week record period. - Except for.
families with 'some very important sickness, ‘typical ‘annual expendi-
tvres ran betweén l,@OO$VN and 2,0005VN in allfclésses;ffOne poor
“tenant had 5,0004VN in medical expenses during the year. The bulk
of 'all medical cost is for medicines; and not for the services of
practitionedss .. .-

As indlcated earlicr; there is a growing tendency to use
Western -medicines along with, or in preference tQ,ftraditi@namrl
medicinevin-serious»cases;ﬁ Thege must be purchased, -for the

" hospltal in Tan An gives*freé“medicine%oanJthﬂ4th§ patlent ‘is
=hdspitalized. Some of the medicalfcosté~wh£chff&mimiésirepOrted“

iwere for x-rays, which are obtainable - only in Saiganf However, this
is restfiéted to households¥th are:the*béttefEéducated5and'more

5w€ilﬁtvﬁdo'infthe.Villagegaaﬂpeqplehwhd'appfééiaterﬁhe advantage of
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proper.diagnosis of 1llness and have the means to obtain it.
- Inpculations c¢an be obtained from the village nursez, but he is
”not_affiliated with the government health service and villagers
mugt pay for these at a rate of twelve to fifteen piastres for é.‘
single shot.

The one medical service that villagers pay for aé'such, and
which is .incurred by all economic levels, is that of.midwives.
Their fee for delivery is 100,VN, and since there are no maternity
- facilities in the village the deliveries are in the homes. ' There
1s some support in the village for a maternity cenﬁer. The Funda~
mental Education Center has squght,t0~enCOUrSge the village to:
build one as a "self-help® project, bUt progress toward it hés been
siow‘- The family reporting the largest madical expenses for the.
year, 5,0004VN, complained that this large amount was due to the
inefficiency and poor care of one éf-the'local midwives. As a
result;of_hér‘inept handling oflthe caée, the mother became quite-
111 and a large sum of money had to be spent for drugs andpmedicines
for her recovery. Wifhout knowing the detailguof:thegcase,ﬁit is:
impossible to say to what extent the midwife:wéSgQP-ﬁaulh,;forxp-3
conditions in any tenant's thatch&roofed,hqqgguaneaﬁarrfrom sanitary
-and the opportunities for infection are;gfégpgf Wﬁat is interesting
‘is‘the kind of causal connection which.th;saggﬁgiy has drawn.
. /Another important outlay was, the cosy,of major repairs on the
A‘hqusesfi-About one~third of thgaefquestioned-reported large expenses

for suth things as replacing the roof or walls of their houses, or
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replacing the;suppOrt.columns, The size of these expenses varies
with theiambunt replaced and the quality of the materials used.”
In ‘som¢ cases an entlre roof will be replaced; in others, only a
section. is foofeda Wnere"minor expenses'were reported, the repairs
consisted of patching or very minor replacements of portions oft'
the house. The bulk'ofrthe-costs-in this category was for materials,
- which in the case of thatch for roofs and walls is purchased from
other villagers. Repairs~0f'this'kindfbecome necessary every fonr
years as a- rule, althéugh higher quality materials will last for a
slightly longer periods Support columns for the house last much -
'longer, and depending oh" the quality of the wood, will not require
replacenent more often than-every twenty years: a

‘The ‘puréhase of héusehold furnishinegs' and eqUipment appeared'f'
as:an’impost@nt*expenSeﬂin theTfesponse‘Of*a“fsw families. This
WOuld.bé typieal for fsun%families"who_aeQﬁire'household3g00ds'0ver
the first few ysars of'marfiage,_bnt 1t 2l8o included a number of
-purchdges of réplacemefit goods and repairs on housechold eqﬁipment;
“e0ne guch family puréhased a battery radio at a cost of 4 0003VN for -
the radlo and battéry.. @ther common items’ were bicycle repalrs,
- replacement of glass fronts in cablnets, purchases of “new tables
and -¢hairs, wardrobesg-and’k;tchen equipment; |
° " The responses also give a picturs”sf*Hdw“tﬁefbUrden'bf interest
on debt affects a ¢ross section of village inhebitants. All classea
rsﬁoﬁtsd“inte?estlpéyments"during the*yéér, ranging from lOO$VN‘tQ=;'
‘ "'-7,~-2-©®=1;‘NN._.-}.‘T_-h_e'-,langest amount represented intersst on a‘-=-'six&mo*-nﬁ'ﬂr’g' |
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loan of 20,000;VN at the going rate of five percent pér month which
represented money borrowed to purchase rice land. The largest -
interest payment by a lower class household, 3,200VN for the year,
also represented a rate of five percent per month, and_wés the
interest duve for eight months on an original loan of &,000,VN.

Over two-thirds of those questionad answered that they had debts on
which they had paid interest in the previous year.

Apart from the one loan for the purchase of new land, the
reasons for going into debt were primarily to obtain funds for
farm operations -~ to buy fertilizer, to hire labor for trans-
planting, or similar needs. Those fortunaste enough to obtain a
government loan for such purposes, at an annual interest rate of
twelve percent, reported the relatively low interest payments which
are shown. This was true generally for the tenants in the gfoup.
One family had to borrow to meet the expense of medical care, but
gince this was a loan made by relatives there was no interest cost
involved. None of the households in the group reported that they.
had loaned money during the previous year.

Taxes and homeplot rents do‘not-seem-to be particulérly;
important annual expenses from the evidence of this small sample-.
This, too, corrésponds with‘geheral.obaervations and with the
comments picked up from time to time_in other contexts. Villacers
do not ccmplain'abdut-taxes,uand‘if-queﬁtionedrwill usually“reply
'that thé tax system is-ﬁfairﬂm‘ No landowners in this group own . .

much rice land, and their tax liability is not very high. One of
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them acQuired his land in the agrarian refofm program. Since“this
land was not actually received until 1958, it was not listed on

the tax rolls as of the time of the interview, and the owner did .
not. pay any taxes during the previous year. Three tenants who
reported tax'payments paid either a tax on buffalo or é'tax on
their homeplot. Those reporting no taxes for the previous year own
nothing that is currently taxsble, or were delinquent in payment.

The rental of homeplots is nominsl, and for the most part
amounts to less than 1003VN per year. Some landowners do not own
the land on which their houses are built, while some farm tenants -
‘do own their own homeplots. The former situation is likely to be:
true where the landoWﬁerlhas acquired his land in fairly recent
times; and the latter where the homeplot is all that remains of
family holdings that once may have included rice land. . Altogéther,
neither:the tax on, nor the rental of, homeplots is very high in
the village. Since the'tenancylof'homeplots seems quite secure,
villagers are not highly motivated to acquire them and are content
to build theif‘houses‘on‘them. _

Responses to thé categofies of‘”clothiﬁg"-ang'one‘of-"other
expenses? (not insérﬁed in Tablé &€.4) ‘was not too satisfactory.
Several indicated they had made Pdirly large outlays for clothing,
but in other cages this was mixed with an estimate of ‘all. other non-
regular expenses. Some families apﬁarently'made‘nb clothing
purchases at all for adult mewbers, and clothing for children was

inéluded under’the~Tét estimate. Clothing needs are not very great
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in the village. A few dress garments are kept for special
occasions, but since they are seldom usea they are not replaced
very frequently. Daily clothing consists of black cotton shirts
land trousers for both men and women, and these are literally worn
vntil they are rags. Until that time, they are patched and mended
to extend the useful 1life as long as possible, and therefore the
purchase of new clothing is to some extent deferrable.

Fallure to obtain many examples of "other™ expenditures can
probably be interpreted as an indication that there are no really
ma jor expenses not alrgady listed. The possible exceptions to this
would be the years in which a family had a wedding or funeral, and
this would mean expense to the extent that gifts received failed -
to cover the cost of the ceremonies. Since these households had -
kept daily records of food and non-food expenditures, it was not
necessary to get an estimate of the kinds of miscellanesous expenses
which would have been included in those budget reports. Some of
the people who were questibnéd‘reported that their expenditurés for
1958 were. less than they_normally,made, and that this was-due‘to
the bad crop years which had plagved the villagé for the previous
- two seasons. While it is impossible to be absoluﬁély certain,-the;
cooperative.éttitude_of those who participated in'these budget
réports, plus the knowledge of village life obtained from other
sources, gives some assurance that the list‘of.major-expendituréé

is reannably‘complete,
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Consumer prestige durables. -~ In addition to the special

purchases made during the year, the ownership pattern for prestige
durables provides'another insight into living'standards. An
inventory of consumer goods'of this kind, compiled from replies
given in the,sample survey, 1s presented in Table &.6. Distinctions
between socio-economic classes, evidenced by various types of
conspicuoﬁs consumption, emerge very‘clearly.

. This particular list of consumer durables was dfawn'up from
advence“observations of conStmer habits. It includes all of the
things families tend to buy as soon as they can.afford to do SO,
and consists of the things whicn denote both prestige and SOme}
material'achietementf:'Some‘of these, of oovrse, are functional,
and their possession may be considered necessary to an extent for
they may prOV1de utility or comfort._ In thls category would be a
sewing machine, pressure lamp, wardrobe, bichle,“motOr bike and
table and chairs. ~The rest of the list, however, falls more
clearly into the class of luxury or ornamental goods.

For the'villageJas'a whole, only two items -- brass altar
fixtures and wardrobe -- are owned by at least half of all the
households. Aliiotherfaufables'are fovrd less commonly than this.
If ownership is divided by socio-economic class,‘the'greatef prese.
tige of the upper class is shown by the fact that all but three of
the goods listed are oWned by'atfleést“hslf éf all:SUCn'hOuseholds.
The comparable figure for' the middle clééé'ithhet'all'bvt six of

the goods are ownad by at least half the.middle'olass households.
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TABLE 8.6
OWNERSHIP OF PRISTIGE DURABLES, BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS,
VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU, 1958

====‘=‘.=2=-”.===—"==== O RN S I S N T SN S N N Y I I N R N T S O N NS E S EE e e

Ttem Upper Class jMiddle Class | Lower Class | A1l Classes
No. |Percent |No. Percent |No. |Percent | No. |Percent
Sewing machine 21 16.7 -8 gh.4~ ' L 5.7 1 1g.o
Pressure lamp 11| 91.7 12 6.7 15 21.4 3 38.0
Photographs + 11} 91.7 12| 66. 18| 25.7. L1| 41.0
Brass altar
fixtures 11§ 91.7 15 -83.3 231 32.9 L9 | 49.0
Armchairs and _
center table | 12| 100.0 13 72.2 14| 20.0 391. 39.0
Potted plants 6| 50.0 61 33.3 31 4.3 15| 15.0
Chinese charm~ _ _ ‘
acter fresco g1 66.7 9| 50.0 221 31.4 36| 39.0
Wardrobe 11} 91.7 | .16} 88.9 31| 44.3 581 58.0
Wristwatch 6 50.0 3 16.7 - - - 9 3.0
Wall clock 10} 83.3 21 50.0 81 11.4 27 | R7.0
Marble table 61 50.0 6| 33.3 3 L3 151 15.0
Bicycle 10} 83.3 91 50.0 11} 15.7 301 30.0
Scooter.or
motor bike W] 33.3 1 5,6 _— — 5 5.0
Glass front :
cabinet 91 75.0 13| 72.2 18| 25,7 LO | 40.0
Radio 2 16.7 1 5.6 e —-—— 31 3.0

However, oﬁhérship by lower 61553 househpldé is significéﬁtly lower
than either of.thesé, fbf'there is nof é siﬂglegpb& on the list
which 18 owned by as mény as half.of ﬁhem. .in faét, with thg
exception of a wardrobé; fewer than.bne-ﬁhird‘of the lower class
'houééholds own any of these_prestige ﬁurables. In the case -7 " - -

of three items,.no lower class household in the sample owned them
at all.
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The significance of some of_these things may not be apparent,
and a few words.of'explanation may therefore be helpful. For
example, family photographs are highly valued because they are a
‘means of keeping alive the memory of family members inra society
where the family cult is extremely important. Brass altar fixtures,
Whichradorn-the family altar,'are more handsome than those made of -
wood,_and:therefore a?d honor and respect to the practice;of-the
.cult; The same is true or the frescoes of Chinese characters -
which are used to decorate the altar area. These contain mottoes,“
proverbs,:Wishes and greetings~whith serve to add greater prestige
and honor.toftheffamily and its cult: The ‘arm chairs and table,
placed in the area before the main family altar, are reserved as a
_ place of honor for the reception of important guests. These pieces
of furniture are of wood, but there is added prestige if the table
top is of marble, or if the chairs and table are 1nlaid Wlth
mother- of - pearl The same is true for wardrobes, for although
these provide storage space for. clothing and important documents,
they can also be decorated with inlay or constructed of fine, highly‘
polished woods, thus adding a touch oi beauty and luxury- A glass N
.front cabinet is also valued as a place to display family china
and family relics or souvenirs | Wall clocks are largely ornamental‘wi
and a prestige symbol in a soc1ety where promptness is unnecessary
and rare. These clocks are very plain without elaborate de51gn
and nany of them are not in working condition. One household owned

: three of them hung on the wall in a sinple row, all show1ng 2
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slightly different time of day. Potted plants, set in the
courtyard of the house, serve as the ornamental shrubbery, and
well-to-do homes have several of them on display.‘

In terms of demand, then, these items represent the~kinds of
things which ﬁould be purchased if incomes increased, though there
wovld, of course, be increased demand for other things as well.
But where a family wanted to increase 1ts prestige and add goods
which would honor its house, the chances are they would bhuy
selections from this gfoup. These are, in effect, the ejuivalent
of the television set, the new car, the power lawn mower and the

avtomatic dishwasher of suburban America.



CHAPTER IX
CREDIT AND SAVINGS IN A RURAL COMMUNITY

Credit Problems and Credit Facilities

Debt size and incidence.w~~A lafge share of‘the‘vigor of -
Western industrial economiles is éttributed to the extehsive use-
Qf‘credit of all kinds, while the debt situation in rural areas
has long been considered a major factor in retarding develop-
ment. This is, of course,‘due to the particular forms which
agrarian debt takes in mény parts of the world, as well as to
the fact that credit is frequently difficult to obtain'and
therefore available only at rétes of interest considered
extremely high by Western standafds. Credit conditions in
Khanh Héu contain many of the familiar characteristics of rural
debt in other undeveloped areas, but in some respects they differ
from them, and from some impressions that are commonly held of
the situaﬁibn in Viet Nam itself.

To judge from dasa obtained in the sample survey, approx=
imately two-thirds of the village hoﬁseholds have debts of some
kind, while about one=-third are free of debt. These findings
are shown in Tablé 3.1. The variation in debt incidence is also
given there, and there are significant differences as between
the socio-economié classes. "This seems primarily between the
upper class hduseholds and all other village households, for in

the former group™ only ohe~quarter indicate thsy hnve acquifed’
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TABLE 9. 1 -
DEBT INCIDENCE, BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS,
VILLAGE OF KHANH HAu, 1958

- lypper CL.}Middle CL |Lower Cl.] ALL CL.
Debt Status i o .
S No' F’er---mN ”PerevN ‘ Per-_-_N { Per-
MO 1 cent VO cert [NO I cent INOV ] Gent
Have Debts | 3] 25.0| 12| 66.7] 50| 71.4| 65] 65.0
" Have No Debts | 9 75.0"; 6 33,3‘.20 28,61 35} 35.0
Total = .. }12|100,0| 18]200.0] 701100.0 {100 1100.0...... ...

debts. For the two others, the percentages are roughly similar,. N
€ela, upwards of two-thirds, The relative freedom from debt
shown for the upper class households is more or less expected
eSpecially 51nce, as wmll be developed later, it 1s this group
which supplies an 1mportant share of the credit for the rest of
the vmllage.- In the case of the loWer class households, the more_.p
than one-quarter who report they have no debts are not neces-
sarily in thlS 31tuation by choice. Those who own no land have_h
difficulties in obtaining credit, s1nce they have nothing to
mortgage or use as collateral. This emerges slightly in the data .
given in Table 9. 2 where debt 1ndidence is tabulated by land _
~ tenure status, and where a smaller percentage of 1and1ess laborers
*report having debts than applies tc tenants, although a large |

percentage have debts than is true for landowners. Finally, the
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TABLE 9, 2
DEBT INCIDENCE, BY LAND TENURE STATUS
VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU 19,8

e v e e gy == = -— o e g e e e T
mawa::ﬂzz::::::=..'-..=-..==_=..._..................._........=-==_ﬂz=_==== —ZEmEamnas =S=#‘-‘B—=—=————_

- 4Landownerst Tenants {Laborers—iAll -Classes

Debt Status . .. |=— iy ot
SRR thQf_nPer',NqT“ﬂPerf.NOT Per- |yt . Per-

cent”’ - ¢cent cent cent

Have Debts e . e 10 ,1+5'5 35 .76.1 . 20 . 62.5 65 65 '0 .
Have No Debts 12 | 54.50 11| 23.9] 12| 37.5| 35{ 35.0
Total — - 122 1100.0 461100.0|"32|100.0 {100 100.0

lIncludesall'house'holdswhich"'do"no't‘ov'vn of rent land.

above estimates probably understate the real extent of indebted~
ness by some amount since the survey questlon referred only to
monetary debt. Small debts in kind are also incurred, often by
families who have not assumed any monetary obligations. . |
" Debt’ for a slight magority of the households who are

indebted, is under 3 000$VN, and over one-third have less than - N
2 OOO%VN At the other end of the scale, over one-quarter have | "
debts of 5 000$VN or more, “and around 10 percent have debts of -
over 10 OOO$VN These estimates which are based on the same.'
sample, ‘are shown in more detail in Table 9 3 Once again these“
are probably understatements to some degree, not only because n
they would not include borrow1ngs in kind but also because the L

- answers t6 the questlon on debt were often given in terms such
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TABLE 9.3 N
DEBT SIZE, VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU, 1958

..'=Eﬂﬁ32ﬂﬁﬁ:ﬂﬂ=====ﬂ=======================2=H=§'$ﬂ================ .

Slze of debt o I All Classes

(VNG) o Number - ‘Percent

Less than 1 OOO$ _ 10 : 15.4
1,000 to 1,999 o0 13 2000
2, OOO to 2 999 _ 14 R1l.5
-3, ’000 to 3, 999 : .. 8 . -
L, OOO_to‘ 1,999 2
5,000 to 999 ' 9
61000 to 6,999 | {
7 ,000 to 7, 1999 AU I §
‘8 000 to 8, , 999 , -
9,000 t0 9,999 .. . em
lO 000 and over ' 7

Total | 65 559

as ﬁﬁwp.or-three-thousand?y:"fourrQr_finKthousand?u-and,solon;J*
-Even taking the high figure in-such cases, there may still be:
some under-estlmation., . '

' | From,onqkpolnt$of viaw,~the~reported alze of debts-doesﬂ?~**
not seem unduly.large.. For -most. households the debt s praq
'bably less than 15 percent of gross anqual income, Whi@h |
Western soc1eties would not be regarded ag e unWQWalfav»unduly
heavy obligation. ,In_the_v;llageﬁ:howaﬁer,sﬁh&@gﬂ@@&dqﬁﬁga;cun'3
less valid evaluation, -for thq~grqs§,in@gm§m43m&QW&ﬁévbégin»witha
_and'g marginAquaavingfromthichfwggrqpaﬁgﬁgkﬁaﬁd@eaunotfexiat1
7in.maﬂywcaseaw.5Dif£ioult¢@£frm@yhia#&aﬁ@kct&@ramiméreaaed;wh@n;w_

high interest ratesare very migh. ' '”
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Very large debts, i.e., over l0,000$VN are incurred by
all Socio-economic classes, but, on the basis of our small
sample, there are some grounds for assuming that they are,
proportionately, more common among upper and middle class house—”x
holds“than"thevmare“among loWér”class'families. Sometimes they
- arise out of d1stress or emergency needs but agaln the fact o
that security of some kind is generally required effectively
excludes most non-land owning lower class families from sources'
of any credit let alone large loans. For upper and m1ddle ‘.
class households, a large debt may have been acquired in order ;g
to buy more land or to invest in some business enterprise. For;f‘
example,- a- large debt -of - 35, OOO$VN—was contracted by an upper
class“householdwinmthemsamplelﬂonwthe.purchase“ofma‘motorcycle R
- bus which would be put in service transporting goods and persons
hetweenitowns along the main highway”nearby;‘“This-is'not unusual,
however, for in. conversations with villagers outSideithe-sample
survey numerous other similar instances were=reportéd;’including~
loans to-buerice'mills, to ‘buy an interest in shops, and to
purchase paddy and lumber for transport"and sale. -

'For the sample as a-whOle,nthe"single*most important‘reaSon‘
for borrowing (24 percent) was to- buy food -and: other necessities,
| egssentially during the period between harVests. -This was
followed 'by needs to. buy fertilizer5=to pdyumedical expenses, -
tb’paylceremonial expenses, and to cover ptherﬂfarming‘costs,

in'roughly-that‘order.‘”Beyondfthése‘reasonsuthere-were several "’
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other scattered responses, including repayment of other debts,
to raise capital for business investment, to meet expenses
incurred in pig raising, forlhouse repairs, for education, and”
so on. Significantly, no household reported borrowing to pap
taxes. If borrowing to buy-fertilizer is lumped with borrowing.
for other farming expense, the combined.category would be the
single most common reason given; | |

These'replies related to the reasons given most freaquently,
and not to the volume of loans under each category. Unfortunately,
no attempt was made to match the reasons for the loans with the
amount borrowed ~-= the result of a de0151on not to press the
respondents for detailed answers. However, it seems very probable
that borrowing to buy fertilizer is also the most important rea-
son in money terms, and that together with the borrowing to meet
other farm expenses it would comprise a substantial part of all
v1llage debt. »

There are significant differences ‘between the socio-economic
classes with respect to the needs to borrow. Middle class house-
' holds and lower class households both report that a relatively
large proportion (18 5 and 28 1 respectively) borrow to buy food
and other nece531ties, but middle class households show a much
larger percentage who borrow to buy fertilizer and to meet other
farm expenses. In contrast lower class households 1ndicate
proportionately more need to borrow for medical expenses and to

pay for ceremonies than do middle class households. Given the
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small number of upper class households in the sample, their
replles show no tendency to bunch at any one reason or group of
reasons, but 1nterest1ngly they contain no examples of borrow1ng
to buy fertillzer or food and other neces51t1es - the two most
frequent reasons given by the other two 5001o~economlc classes.
A final item in thls 1n1tial view of debt condltlons in
the vlllage shows that on the whole, debt has been 1ncreasing
in recent years. As asked, the question sought only a reaction
by the villagers to change in thelr debt p051tlon, and it was
‘not concerned with spe01flc tlme perlods or specific amounts of
debt. That sllghtly more than half (52,3 percent) should feel
that their debts have increased was expected given the poor
harvests of the previOus two vears. It is surprising, however,
to find that over half the lower class households believe their-
debts have e1ther decreased or remalned the same durlng the
recent past. One is tempted to conclude from this that bad
harvests are less likely to affect the debt pdésition of lower
class households than others. Thls may be explalned by the
relatlve stabillty of money wage 1ncome, wage labor for others,
which although low, does not depend upon the 51ze of the harvest.
ngher s001o-economlc class households may be forced 1nto debt |
to a greater extent because the bad harvests leave them with
less funds to meet the expenses of the follow1ng year., However, .
the data -are not complete enough to ‘document thls, it is

offered_only as a plausible, if unsubstantlated, hypothesisvl
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"TABLE 9.4
~ CHANGE IN DEBT STATUS IN RECENT YEARS; BY
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS, VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU, 1958

oo ke ooy e S e A e IR I O I R T OO MR CT SR ST =

& =
Upper cl. TMiddle Cl.} Lower Cl.} All Cl.

Debt Status ' L1 ‘
No.{ Fer= Ino.t Per- iyo, 4 Per- |y, Per-

cent ‘j cent |V77| cent |7 cent
Debt has been :
increasing 2] 66,661 8| 66,661 241 48,0 34| 52.3
Debt has been - |
decreasing 1| 33.337 2| 16.661 9| 18.0| 12} 18.5

Debt ‘has remained o
about the same nonel none| 2| 16.661 17{ 34.0| 19! 29.2

Total 31100.00 | 12 {100,00| 50| 100.0 65{100.0

Typesof farm and consumer debt..- Despite thée apparent pre-

cision in the survey replies to questions -on debt and intérest,
debts actually take a variety of forms and_eésy generalizations
are not possible. To a large extent, these different forms
reflect varying éredit needs and varying means with which to
meet them. This does not mean that credit is widely available,
but‘it does mean there is some choice in the manner in which
credit may be obtained.
‘It_is.sometimes held that before the war the large land- . .

iords wére an important source of agricultural credit for their

tenants, and, since they benefited through increased productivity
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on their land in the form of higher'rents, they made efforts to
help their tenants achieve it, notably through loans. 3Since the
war, according to this point of view, the break-up of large
landholdings and:the correspondiﬁg increase in the number of
small landowners have eliminated a major soﬁroa'of credit from
the agfafianfs&éﬁe, ‘Although more people now own land, they no
longerrhave@access.to.ths cradit~thsy need to -work it“efficiently.
As far as thls particular v1llage is concerned, this state
of affalrs apparently never existed. In general, landlords in _'
the 'area were- reluctant to extend agrlcultural credit to their-t=
tenants, and did so only under_conditions_unfayorable to the
tenants.. Formaxample;‘when_loans were made, the date of repay-
ment was set to fall due prior to tﬁe dctual harvest of'the crop.
. 80 that.thertenantmoouldwnot%meet~his*obligations: -The*laﬁdlord
would then offer to buy.the crop, as yet unharvested at some
fractlon of its probable value <noneshalf- to two-thirds. The
tenant thus lost part of the value of his crop, in addition to
paying prevailing rates of interest ‘during the life of the loan.
Tenants could be forced into this unprofitable arrahgement'by .
their need for credit and their need for land. Landlords held
out the threat to take back thelr land agalnst those who pro~' |
'-.tested too strenuously. Moreover, ' sinces land rents were'usually
set in terms of a specified amount of rice at the eﬂdfof'thé;
harvest, ths“rént would not'vary“wfth the =size Of'the'crop, and

the landlords’ therefore had no interest in increasing productivity

A
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on the'part of their tenants. The attitude of landlords is
characterized as one of concern only for collecting their rents, -
not in aiding measures which might improve living conditions
among the tenants. | |

It is imposgible at this date to verify either version of
landlofd-tenant credit relationships as they existed before the
war. - However, it is clear that the power of the landlords has
béen curtailed as a result of the events of the war ‘years and the
subsequent moves toward agrarian reforms If they ever did much
lending under the.conditions ascribed to them, there-is very
little of this kind at the present time, The closest éppfdach"
is the pre~purchase of crops,'but-without-the’tie-in-with |
previous lendiﬁg.  This 'is a way of obtaining funds that is
generally limited to conditions of extreme distress. A farmer
thus pressed will seek a buyer to purchase his crop before it
‘is harvested. The buyer having estimated ‘the probable yield
will pay the seller one-half its estimated value, and will
retain the total proceedéffrom*the“brop‘when it is finally’
harvested. The farmer, in such cases, generally loses half of.
his expected gross income from the crop, but there-are risks.to
‘the buyer as well. If there is a:bad“h&rveét;”due=to insect
* damage or crop diéease that takes”place“after’the transaction;
“‘the -buyer will also lOSe. Another wariagtion of this is to’ preﬁ
"purchase specific’ ‘amounts of paddy for delivery after the

harvest. In this case a farmer will ‘receive payment for a-
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certain number of gig of Paddy.at the beginning of the planting
seagon, at a price which is generally 40 or 50 percent of the
expected value of paddy at harvesti After the harvest,‘the
farmer delivers the paddy to fulfill his contract. ?hese types
. of . "futures" transactions do not give rise to transferable
‘;contrécts.as far as can be determined. .

| As indicated earlier,-bonnowing to purchase fertilizer is
ah-important credit need, and credit arrangements have therefore
‘developed to meet it specifically. When selling fertilizer on
- credit, tqe merchant usually increases the price of the ferti-
lizer in fixing the conditions of the transaction. As an
-example, & farmer wishing to buy three bags of chemical
fertilizer whiich sell originally for 1803VN per bag will find
that the sale price to him is set at 2104VN per bag. Interest
for the period Qf‘theIloan;iq.calgulated.as 5 percent per month
on the inflated total sale price of 6304VN, rather than on the
lower price of 540$VN which would be paid. in a cash sale. This
combination Qﬁ_an.inflated_price_and a quoted interest rate
means that;the,effective.inperesp rate-is higher than the. quoted
‘rate =~ in this:example, provided by a farmer who had purchased
his fertilizer.under_bhqéa,pquitionsg the'raté.was doubled.

In addition to arrangeménta,of this_kind,_fertilizer is purchased
‘direetly with money borrowed from sources_§ther than the mer-
chants,‘and gnder conditions described below under the discussion

of cfédit availability. This is, of course, true of other kinds
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_of purchases as well.

‘StorekeeperS’in the village and in neighboring market
areas advance limited amounts of credit to their regular cus-
tomers. As a rule they do not seem to lend money, but instead
use open book credit for items taken from the store. The amounts
individual storekeepérs are willing to carry in this way will'
vary, but some have said that as many asfone-third'of'tﬁéir cus-
tomers ére indebted to them to some extent: ' One storekeeper 
denied that he'gave any credit at all, but this seems improbable
since offefing*credit-isfa:ready way to-attract a-Stéady*éliéh;m'
tele. No interest is charged'as such an open book' ¢redit in |
‘stores, ‘But the smount of “thé debt is carried at - ,omewhat hlgher.
prices “than ‘would: be paid if the 'transactions were for cash,

"f$he*st0rekeepers, in turn, are all-indebted~to the whole-
salers from whom they*puréhQSe-their*stocﬁ§“df‘gbéa%3ﬂThéy5”tbo,
obtain open book ¢redit whiChfthey*are*cOmmitﬁed”té*fepay as
rapidly as their turnover permits, and no“date is set for:
repayment . Again, no’Qﬁoﬁed”intéfesﬁ;rates.are fixed for the
émoﬁnt of the loan, but the prices aré_not'sdbjecﬁ‘tO“b&rgainingf
énd'are~thefef0ré”higher‘thah would otherwise apply: =~ =

AﬂOther form of consumer'’ Credit that 1is very common is to
' borrow Y¥fids st one time w1th the promlse to”repay after the
harvest,wahdﬁinwkind;~one-and one=half to two ‘time's the amount

_borrowedf?ﬁTHisiiéﬁé*?6rm*¢f”béén*tﬁat-1é*used*to'dover“the'méétff

basic fo6d needs in & Tamily ‘that hesnot been able to set asi
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enough rice to last between the harvests. The effective rates
on such loans, 100 percent per annum or more; are higher than |
most straight mbnetary_loans made for émall‘amounts and for
éimilar purposes. _

It is easier for those who have land to borrow money
because. the land can be pledged as security, and land is’the
most acceptable type of collateral. In.génepal,.the landowner. .
muéﬁ pledge‘ail of his land, even though the amount he wishes to
borrow 1ls only a small percentage of the total value.of his land.
The person holding the mortgage is usually:willing to .extend |
the loan indefinitely inte the future, with the provision that
| any unpaid ;nterest_isuaddéd to the principal, and interest is
then calculated on the compounded total of prin¢ipal and unpaid
interest.:aThere has been very few instances in which a creditor
has ﬁorec}osed.a(mortgage. Instead, it is_more;common‘practiceh
for a debtor, finding his debt mounting because.of his inability
to meet interest payments, to sell some portion of his land and
use these .sales.proceeds to pay his debts. '” _

Villagers recounted several instances of large debtswhich
had accumulated and forqed,phe debpqrwﬁp-gell»land,aq“q.means_..
of meeting them. One account that.was typical ,of these involved
-an original loan of 7,0008VN at.@n.annua;,raperbbeO percbnt, a
typical long term rate. At thé;end,of the first wear, the
borrower could not pay either interest or principal, so the

‘interest'for the sgecond year was caleulated on a new total of
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9,1004VN., This unfortunately continued over a five-yéaf period,
at the end of which time the total debt, principal plus interest,
was néarly 26,000$VN. The interest due on this amount for the
sixth year was actually greater than the amount of ‘the original
loan. To meet it, the borrower was forced to sell & portion of '

his ‘land.

| Mutual aid societies (hui).--One speéial type of loan arran-
gement found in Viet Nam and known as a~ggi,‘is essentially a
mutual aid society or tontine. Derived from a similar Chinese
institution, the particular form a Qé; takes will vary#from one
part of'Vigt'Nam to another. There is soime variation even within
a village, but the type used in Khanh HBu is like that found in
Saigon and other parts of thé Mekong delta region.
‘Actually, the hui is almost as much a gambling game and
social gathering as it is a mutual aid'sdcieﬁy,.fdf over the
limited period of the society's existencé some of the members
gain and some lose, with géiﬁé‘and’ldsseﬁ”dépeﬁdiﬁg”partly on
the skill with which the part101pants nake their bids. The society
is founded by one person who is in need ‘of funds and who assumes
responsibility for organ;zation. He generally tries to find ten-
or twélve othérs who wish to participate, some of whom will also
be anxious to borrow money. The nUmber dfmémbers gnd the amount
which the-orgaﬁizer*geté'from'the-soCietj*is‘not fixed, but will -
depend to" some - extent on“circumstances ‘and’ the needs ‘and resources
of thqse who take part. The.g;l exists long enough for each mem=
ber to receive funds once, after which it closes permanently.

P
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To illustrate how the society works, Table 9.5 shows a d
simpliﬁied_example in which:an organizer_invites,only four others
'to participate, each undertaking to pay the.organi;er l,OOO$VN
the first month, or a total of 4,0004VN, which is‘the_amount it
is assnmed,the organizer wanted to borrow. This'iirst_meeting_-
is a festive occasion and the organizer gives the other partici-
pants a large dinner in appreciation for their w1llingness to
take part. In the example, Mr. "A" is the organizer, and Row 1,
which is the first month, shows that each of the others pay
1 000$VN to Mr. "A" ‘Bach cell in the Table indicates Pbayments;
a blank cell indicates receipt. The amounts. paid,are totalled
by columns, and after the first month the amount Ar. AT pays
into the h@i are shown in the column under his. nane. . Receipts
are totalled by rows, and the amount that Mr.,"A" receives is
shown at the end of Row 1, which contalns the. payments made by
others to.the recipient for that month

) At the beginning of the second month, all members of the
hgi mest again atb the organizer's home, but this time, thers, is
no feast. Refreshmentsuare;served, and all ths participants;.5
except Mr., "AM™, who has,already received hig loan from the hud,
will bld for a chance to. obtain money from it. 'Bids are marked
on pieces of paper, folded, and. handed in. for examination. A
bid containe the amount of Mnterest! theabidder is. Willlng to
pay for the use. of the funds of the. hgi, and. the. member making
‘-the highest bid gets, the, loan for that month. Since the hui is
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- TABLE G.5
OPERATION OF A MUTUAL AID SOCIETY'(HﬁI)

_ Members ) |
Month ' ' - =1 Total Amount
_ A | B C D | E | Received
‘1 | --7"i1,000$|1,0008[1,000${1,0004| = &4,000%
2 |1,000 | 650 | 650 | wx | 650 | ° 2,950
3 {1,000 | e 800 {1,000 | 800 | 3,600
5 |1;000 |3,000 {1,000 {1,006} -- | 4,000
Total Amount | B _ T R
Paid 4,000$ [3,650$ [3,450%]4,0008{3,300% |

based on an. orlglnal contribution of 1 OOO$VN per month, the.
"interest" bld is deducted from thls amount to determine how
much each of the others will pay the successful bidder: in the .
month in which he wins the hid.{ . | e
To give an example of how this works, assume that;Mr. D"
is the successful ‘bidder in the second month ~and.. that he made
'the hlghest "interest" bid of 350$VN.. The otherdthree bldders,,
Messrs. "B, ,"C"' and TE", each pay. 650$VN to Mr.I"D" (1,0004VN

‘minus 350$VN bid), for total receipts, by Mr. "D" .of 2 950$VN.4
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Mr, "A"™ is committed to repayment at a rate of 1,C00$VN each
month after he receives his loan. All others.are similarly
required to .pay .1,000$VN sach month after they receive their
loans. Mr. "D' 31 receipts are shown at. the ----- end of Row 2, the
month in which he won them, and total 2 950$VN. His total
payments appear at the bottom of the column headed his name,
and these-will ultimately amount to' &; 000$VN.

In the third month Mr. "B" w1ns with ‘an ﬁinterest" b1d of
'200$VN.‘ He therefore recelves 800$VN each (l O00$VN minus
200$VN) fromﬂMr. MG and. Mr. MR neither of whom have Wwon yet '
themselves, and 1, OOO$VN from Mr. “A" and Mr._"D" who have already
received funds from the‘héi:”>His total receipts are shown at the
~end of*Row 3, -the month in-which he- won, ~and- his ultimate total
payments are shown at the bottom of the. .column under his name.
Thewplaymppceeeds~inmthiswweyywwith~only Mrs MCM gndMr, "E®
. bldding in the fourth month where it is assumed that Mr, nC®
winsithe‘bid?* The: hﬁi ‘comes to a conclu51on w1th Mr.'"E" receiv.
ing the- final paymerits made by all other members in the fifth '
month, and without" making any further bid for them.

The net results to each of thé participants are shown in Tabls
9.6, Mr. "A"' receives an interest-free loan of 4, OOO$VN for his
efforts to: organize ‘the h&i while Messrs. "B and "D" pay interest
of 50$VN ‘and '1,0504VN respectively for ‘thé amounts they receivedc
Messrs. "C" ‘dnd "E"" actually gain from their partiC1pation, and

~in effect receive ‘interest for the amounts they have paid in.
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| TABLE 9.6
GAINS END‘LOSSES TO PARTICIPANTS IN A MUTUAL ATD SOCIETY (HUI)

==u======*_~a==m=====m===============.==~...-a========..=====-===u=t=a====ta#mzu

Participant' Total Receipts | Total Payments | Net Gain (+)
- : B .- - | or Loss(=)
(VNg) - (VN$) (VNg)

A 4,000 | 4,000 | o

B 3,600 -} 3,650 . | .50

c 3,850 [ 3,450 | . +400

D 2,950 f . 4,000 | 41,050

E 4,000  } 3,300 } - +700
Total 1 1gu00 7l a0 | o

The interest thus paid and received will depend on the course of
the bidding over time, which e turn will depend on’ how badly
the participants want’ money from the hui. Those who need funds |
is secret they w1ll not know' how high to go in order to w1n thef&ﬁ
b1d. Those gaining the bid early in the 11fe of the society will -
wind up paying interest but” presumably they are also those who e
most want the loan.' Those who do not need the ioan will make

low" bids, and by holding back hope to get the bid only toward

.the end. At that time the chances increase that they will
receive a p051tive net return for their participation. |

"ThE” hui ‘thus performs several functions. I provideéhah’7“"’"
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occgsion for a social gathering,.it has elements of gambling
that 11ke poker deoend to some extent on the ablllty to bluff
and 1t is also a source of loans for those who need them. While

- it is one of the more important sources of credit there are
.some limitationsion participation. For example, it 1s more Com=
..mon:for. merchants and.women. to. take. part.than. others, for. these .
are more likely to have" regular sources of income from store=-
keepang and pettv commercer. Regular income is important because
the particlpants must be “able to meet the monthly payments when

"

they comie due. ﬂhe hui thus has Uecome a way to acquire- capital
for a stock of goods, liquidation of which will provide the
.fmonthly income with which to makenrepayments.~ The survey data

| .1ndic.at.e.,,.that\.‘,aro-undi. 15 .p.e.r.csnt.. of..the number. ,of. loans.made ..i_n. :
'the village take this form.

1d ntit of credltors‘and v ‘liﬂi it”_of credi ,,-An :

s 3

attempt to identify the main sources of credit in the village
resulted in the listing shown in Table 9 7., This does not

1nd1cate their relative importance in terms of the volume of

L

loans originating with them, but only in the number of instances

that these sources were named by debtors.

B According to these replies, the two most frequently used
sources of credit are relatives and friends and, neighbcrs outside
the. extended family. The government's loan program also emerges

as an important credlt .source, , followed closely by FhﬁﬂhMl

"H\'\Jf

‘l(.g

Landlords and storekeepers, often considered the madgr c“aditdns
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TABLE 9,7 -
IDENTITY OF MAJOR CREDIT SOURCES VILLAG& OF KHANH HAU
1958

Creditor © Number " Percent

Relatives | 34 P 35,8

‘Goverament - - | 17 17.9
Storekeepers 6 6.3
Landlords [ T M Y Y
Total | 95 | 100.0

lincludes neighbors and’ friendsoutside the ‘extended family.
- in rural communities, appear to_be.thgmleast(important of all.
In the entire survey, not a_Singleﬁhonsehold peported.they hadx:
borrowed money from & profeSS1onal ‘money lender.__ ‘.l"m. ' L
From this informatlon, and from numerous other COnversatiQns

| with the villagers, it seems clear that Chinese and Indian .money.
lenders do not have any impact on the Credit structure cf this e
area at the present time, andl in fact havs nevegjbeen yery . .
important.a Loans have always been obtained from other Vietnamese,
and almost.alwqys from those resident in the village., Indian and

Chinese money lenders do engage in lending activities in the larger



towns, such as T&n An and M§ Tho, but these are limited to
loans to-tradesmen and small businesses. Both groups tend to
refrain from making agricultural loans, a preference which is
reciprocated by the villagers who prefer to deal.with_other
villagers and not,with_odtsiders.ﬁ This does not mean that there
is no borrowingwatwall‘from-professional money“lenders; but it -
does mean that there are none resident in the village, and that
dealings with them are very infrequent and of limited importance
to the total credit available -- far less than the role commonly
ascribed to them..

The great dependence on relatives and friends for_loans
shown in over half the cases reported in the survey, reflects
the stringent conditions- placed o’ borrowing'whero this is a
straight bu51ness transactlon.‘ The reluctance of well to-do‘ml_
landowners to lend money. W1thont large amounts .of security. has
been touched upon earlier, but it can be emphasized again. In
fact, most large landowners prefer not to lend to villagers,“
whether tenants or not, and instead will channel loanable funds
into the larger towns where they will make them available to
merchants, rice mi1l’ Operators, “and similar types of borrowers.
Villagers explain “this" in terms of the concern Wthh the well-to-
do, feel over the safety of their funds. They do not want to |
bother with problems of'colleCtion; which they'aSSume wouldlbe:‘
greater in’ caSes where ‘there is little or’ no collateral for the

loan. . Therefore, they lend where the credit risks are less, and

i ;; % 5."1 A . ‘[“,',' : [ B o e & 'E.. ERREER S
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despite the need for funds on the part of other villagers,
they restrict lending to csses where there is, in their opinion,
adequate security. “ | | |

| This means that direct business loans are usually available
only to those who own land or who have a crop almost ready for
harvest at which time it is sometimes possible to obtain loans.
This also partly explains why the price of fertilizer can advance
to two or three times its original price at the time it is most 5
needed. Farmers would be willing to borrow money early in the
season in order to buy fertilizer when prices are still 1ow,
but money is simply not available to them at that time, parti-
cularly if they are tenants and have no land to pledge against
the loan._ Only when the crop is well advanced and the creditor ﬂ
can see for himself that there will be means to make repayment,
can the farmer borrow what he needs for fertilizer. By that
time, however, the increased demand for fertilizer which takes
place a8 the season advances has led to sharp price inoreases. .

This refusal to offer credit, except under very rigid

requirements of security, forces people to turn to relativss and;_
friends for funds. Only pe0ple in the lower olass, essentially
" the laborers, g0 to storekeepers for credit according to the
survey, ‘but in other respects there do not appear to ‘be signifi~
cant differences between ‘the ‘creditors of midde”snd Yower class .
households. So few upper class)households reported debte that

no real oomparison is possible.- fhe same is true if the replies °
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are tabulated by land tenure status. Except for a slightly
higher percentage offlaborers_who rely on_relatives than.do
tenants, and a smaller percentage who obtain credit from friends
for the ~same comparison, there is little d1fference between cre=-
dit sources used by tenants and laborers. In fact 1f the
number of times relatlves and friends and nelghbors are used as
sources 1is combinedﬁ_both tenants.and‘laborers rely upon them

in over 57 percent ofﬂall cases,..This is perhaps the more
realistic way to look at it, for the kinds of loans one gets'
from friends and neighbors or relatives_are alike in that there
is less concern with collateral, although the interest structure

is different,

It 1s very common for villagers to have more than one
creditor, as shown by the survey f1nding that 72.3 percent of
those W1th debts had multlple creditors. This seems to be due
to limited w1111ngness or abllity to lend on the part of
creditors,was well as a d1vers1fication of credit needs and
therefore of the forms and sources of credit. There is no
significant difference between s001o-econom1c.classes, and all
classes of household show the Same tendency to rely on more than‘
one source of credit._ N | o

Interest ratesfu-Generalizations about the structure of

interest rates in the village must be made and accepted W1th

cautlon, for the most striking thing about it is 1ts diverse
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. character., 'Furthermore; some forms of debt are such that the
rate of interest.is indeterminate for the most part, e.g., the
gé; and certain kinds of loans in kind. If is possible to
presentmawéeneraihinpressionwoffinterest'rates and how they may
be related to size'of“loans;"time-tc 'mmaﬁnity5 and identity of -
the creditor, hut the foregoing‘qualifications to the complete=-
ness of this picture should be kept in mind throughout.

One offthe first things to strike the outside obgerver is
the proportion of interest-free lending which takes place.h An
overall picture of the spread of interest rates is shown in ‘
Table 9,8 ‘ Approximately one-third of the loans reported were
made without_lnterest..l The common rate applies was 5 percent
per month, which was found -in-slightly Iess-than~one-third‘the 3
casesSe. Another one~third fell within the range of 1 percent to
L percent per month and only slightly more than 10 percent of |
the reported ‘loans were at rates in excess of 5 percent per
month, o o o - -

Villagers'hafe said in interriews“that interest rates
change with the size of the loan, and that high rates of 10
percent"per'month ﬁoUId te éet“far smaIltloans‘cf'i dOO$VNuor o
less, 5 percent per month for loans of 1 000$VN 0 10 000$VN

; ’and 2 to 3 percent per month for loans above that. The survey

1Table 9.8 has -liminated nine cases where the interest
"rates were indeterminate or where the replies covaered more than
one loan without specifying. adequately the .rates applying to the
different loans. _
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_ _ TABLE 9. 8” .
RANGE OF INTEREST RATES VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU 1958

Interest Rate ' R Reported Debts
{percent per month) |[—=T— , _ , S
' " Number ' Percent
Interestufree .19 03343
1 percent t- 6 = 10.7 -
2 percent B . L -

. 3 percent = ‘ L6 - 10,7
4 percent DR 3 ;“.5-2
5 percent = S 16 b 286
6 percent N I [

7 percent "¢ ] 7 wa T ' -

8 percent ot 5 8.9
9 percent - B R e ' =
10 percent | 1 N 1.8

Total - | = 56 : S 100.0

R e N ,
findings do not bear out distinctions in this clear-cut a
fashion. Although there is some tendency for the rates to be

~ higher on small debts than on larger ones, the debt size at
which the rate changes 1s not readily discernible._ For one
thing, the survey findings show that a large proportion of the
small size loans are made interestufree. In the sample, h5 9
percent of all loans under 3 OOO$VN were made without interest
and this leaves relatively few cases as a basis for generaliza-
'tion.

However eliminating all interest-free loans, and includlng

'only the monetary loans for which intereet rates are determinate,
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around two-thirds of all loans under 3,0004VN bear rates of 5
percent per month, oY more, while 52.6 percent of all loans of
3,000$VN or more fall in the same rate bracket, The reverse of
this, of course, ig that while only one-third of the loans
under'3,000$VN‘bore‘rates of interest of less than 5 percent,
nearly half_those over 3,0004VN were at the lower rates. Thus
there is some slight evidence to-snpport the view that interest
rates change with the size of the loan involved, but with rather
wide variation depending on individual circumstances. -
The data were not COmplete'enough to permit any investiga='
tion of'the relstionship between time and- the rate of interest.
In one sense, many loans become long term loans because the
borrower cannot repay and the'lender;'often'unwilling'toﬂfore;‘
close on the collateral whioh'has"been put up, permits the debt
to oontinue} However, most loans that start out as long-term i
loans are also usually falrly large loans, with the result that
long-term loans and large'loans become ‘the samé thing,-and the
observed tendency for rates to decrease with size can be esoribed
to a combination'of these two factors. | :
The'identify of the ¢reditor is another'importent%ésbedt.
when'conSiderlng’the'structure‘of interest'rates}°;0nbe egain; &
the survsy ‘datd are too thin to give a firm pidture of the
relatlonships in all’ cases, but they’ sh0w, for ‘extample, that
‘about half (53.6 percent) ‘of loans made bv relatives are w1thout

'1nterest.‘ They also show that’ interest rates can run the full’’
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gamut in this category, for two reported they paid 8\percent
. per month:and one lO‘percenther:month on loans from relatives.
This corresponds with what villagers have_said in other inter-
lviews, for although borrowing from relatives is an important
source of credit, and often is made without 1nterest, it is
not true in all cases. Family ties are not always strong enough-
to overcome the desire to obtain a return for goods or money
loaned within the extended famlly. |

This Seems even more_true when borrowing from friends,
Again, this is an important credit source, and one which does
not require the;security that 1s necessary when the debt is
between relative strangers. However, there were'no'cases where
borrowing from friends or neighbors took place without interest.
Furthermore, the general pattern of interest rates is rather
high, for over four-fifths of those borrow1ng from this source
paid rates of 5 percent per month or more. These also tended
to be smaller loans, for the most part, and riskier because of
the lack of security in some cases, but the distinction between "
friends and relatives, for example, seems‘significant. |

So few cases were. reported under.each cf the other sources
that it 1s not possible to establish any clear findings.__For
what it may be worth, some reported 1nterest free loans from
..both storekeepers and landlords, but there were}not enough_
instances to say“how,widesoread this maysbe,__Gorernmentzloans -

Weraf nepgrted“at,the_l_percent_per nonth.whichﬂislfixed in the
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loan contracts, and no attempt was made to cdmpute”lntereet
rates for participation in'the'hﬁ;.

" From these scattered observations and the findirgs of the
survey, the market for loans in the village is clearlY'not
organized to a point whebe interest rates show a tendendy tbo
cluster around well-defined factors such as size of ldenf”length_'
of tlme,'degreé of risk,'end S0 on. Ner does there seem to be
any traditional pattern which sets the conditions under which
borrowing takes‘place within the vlllege,'or within kin groups,
or within residence groups. Except for the kinds of tendencies
noted threnghont'tne discussion of interest rates, it is prow~
bably true, that the rate prevailing in any given situation is
due essentially to the individual circumetanees which apply in
that case. | |

Government credlt. anee different goﬁ%rnmentel.egriCul;“
tural credlt programShave come into the' village since 1955. All
sought to increase credlt aVallabllity to farmers of the small
landowner, small tenant category. ‘The most recent program, ‘that -
of the National Agrlcultural Gredlt Office (NACO) has been the"i
' most efficient and the most far-reachlnglln 1ts effectlveness.?“'
' Established in 1957 by Presidential decree, and’ supported by
. American aid funds, ‘c;I'ne"_f"'i‘:r"s'c;-Zlilc‘:i:;\.-n:s'avai’'Z[}'-J.:.‘ti‘fl.':('é"‘”it'lil-'i''rovu.‘gl?i''it"'we::.'e""'EE

granted in the villaée'in”195gi{f anx:lkfﬁff:?y o

The earlier programs included “four-year loans for buffalo =

purchase, issued at the beginning of ‘the year ‘in 1956, and one="""
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yea}_agricultural loans which were granted in midayear.l956.
Under the first, 21 farmers were able to borrowl3,560$VN each,
while under the second 36_fa}aers_borrowed amounts rangingifrom
5004VN to 2,0004VN, although over four-fifths of them received
the latter figure. These 36 were the successful applicants out
. of a total of 100 who originally requested credit. In 1957,.
100 villagers agaln applied for loans through the gcvernment's
program, but none of them received funds_in that year, presum-
“ably,because of difficulties at_administfative ievels above the
village. ) | _

- In July, 1958, the v1llage received 100 appllcatlcn forms
for credit under the newly established NACO program, apd an
additional 53 forms were subsequently obtained. These wefe
passed out to the hamlet chiefs, ﬁho, in turn, passed them tc
the heads of the S5-family groups in;their hamlets. To qualify
"as;a recipient of the form, one had‘tc,cet(i)acmactuairesident
~ of the village (2) an active farmer, (3)la small landowner or
tenant and (4),poor and in need of credit. Howevef, the Village
@ouncil made :no attempt to determine the 100 needlest cases.
With distribution of the. applicatlon blanks a matter of choice at
-the hamlet level, there_were,cbvicusly\cpportunities_for favor-
itism. In fact, complaints on th;s scc;e;areTcomﬁonlﬁ Heard int
the village. However, when the apglicaticas.were retufned it
wad possible to obserge’theeapplicants;:and many cf‘them_were

_'among_the poorest farmers in the village, Despite whatever
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degree of personal favoritism may have been involved, the cre-
dit program was reaching some of the farmers who needed funds.
Applicatiens are processed through the Village Council,
any member of which can certify that the information given is~
correct. The council does not pass on the merits of the case,
only on the accuracy. Completed forms'are senﬁuto the NACO
office in the district,.and‘there.decisionsnon.emounts_te be
granted are made. In generel the'maximum anyone can borroW-
is 3, OOO$VN and this is available to farmers who are operating
the larger_pleces*of land. The minimum is 800$ VN, for farmers
operating one hectare or less, The rate of interest is fixed
at 1 percenf per month., In.1958, 142 applicants actually
received loans of from 1,000$VN to 3,000$VN, distributed as
shown in Table 9.9. The liirejectionslwere for reéeons such asg
that the applicant was either too young or too ald (5 cases),
the forms had been improperly prepared (2 CaseSU,”hhé'appliCantr
had not repaid his loan for 1956 (1 case), thé applicant had too
much land'(l)ceSe), and the applicant did not have a rent cone
tract (2 caeeS)."Prbcessing of the appiiCéfibn% at the district
branch office was quite rEpid;“end’paymentiwas made by the NACO
official within one month'of the time the applications were
 forwarded.” This was too late for use in meeﬁing'planting"céets;
but still in time to hélp pay for chemical Pertilizersi” =
Reaction’ to the‘gOVernmenﬁfé"Credit prbgréﬁ“isﬂfavoréble,'

and approximately one-quarter of the village hotissholds benefited
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TABLE. 9.9 .

. VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU 1958

ﬁg_f ;Requests:Received ¢" | Loans Granted
Amount
(VN$) " Number - Percent Number Percent
1 5000 {7 o6 8 - 5.6
-_2 Q00 83 She2. 76 5345
3, 000 42 2745 49 3445
: h 000 . | 9 549 - -
5,000 5 3.3 - -
Total |. 153.., . | 100,1 142 99.9

from it.; The villagers hope that it will continue at least at
the lcyel of 1958, but the experience of 195657 has made them
skeptical.. The:e‘g;c‘the‘complaints over éllcged favoritism
| already mentioned, and.some tendency to belleve that the pro-
gram does.not help.the. small lagdcwner as much as the small
teﬁant,rbyt“there dogs . not segm_tc-be any evidence that the.
latter is true. . The saving in interest .is _scwimprcéslVe:that
thete are no complaints that the, interegt rate is top high.

. There is ong further reaction,to,She government credit
'iprogram thapligwnopfgfcomplaint,_but a suggestion for modifica-
tioﬁ, and, it is supported by a large cross-Secticn of the

_village populatlon? Specifically, it would replace ‘agricultural
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loans of money with loans in fertilizer which 1s the most ;p
1mportant need for credit._ The suggestion was proposed at a
village meetlng at one time, enthu31ast1cally accepted_ and al
recommendation to this effect was actually forwarded to the
NACO district offlce. Two reasons are usually advanced in
support of this change. One of them relates to the low income
of many familles, and their need for cash to meet daily“needs.
Receipt) of a large cash loan, part1cularly if 1t has been a
bad year, places a great temptation in the hands of poor house-
holds, with the result that some or all of it may go for long-
delayed consumer purchases at the expense of farm needs. Loans
of fertilizer would eliminate this type of temptatlon and would
ensure that the loans would be used as 1ntended._ The second |
reason reflects the diSllke and distrust wh1ch most v1llagers
. hold for the merchants who sell fertilizer._ Having watched
them manipulate the stocks of fertilizer 80 that prices would
- be forced up in the past the villagers fear that money loans
play 1nto the hands of the merchants. They feel that prices
will be put up art1f1c1ally because farmers w1ll still have to
obtain their fertilizer through the merchants, and that much

of the advantage of the loans w1ll be d1s31pated in higher

, prices. Direct loans 1n fertilizer will by~ pass the merchants,

and they Wlll not be able to reap any advantage from sales to

H

"the small landowners and tenants who are the beneficiaries of

the loan program.
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Something of this kind was actually carried out in the vil-
lage through the Natlonal Revolutionary Movement (NRM) party in
1958, and with apparent success. The national party organlzatlon
dlstrlbuted fertilizer to the district party headquarters, and
village party units arranged with the district for dellvery to tPe
village. Prices were fixed for Khanh Hau below the market prices
in Tan.An.\ Fertilizer was available to party members and non= |
members, but'partyhmembers weré eligible to buy on partial credit.
Phosphate tr1calc1que was ‘distributed to party members at one-"
third down in cash, ammonlum sulphate at one-half in cash the.'
balance payable after the harvest. Farmers with poor grades of |
land were permitted to buy up to 10 bags of each kind, but farmers
with good land were limited to 7 bags of each perrhectare. To |
become eligible for the credit, a farmer had only to JOln the
local party unit and this could be done at any time, even after
the fertlllzer had been delivered to the village. During the
.distribution period membership 1ncreased by fifty households.

In this one year, when NACO credit was available and the NRM
fertllizer supply and credit program was in operatlon fertilizer
prices in ‘Tén An 1n December were from 170-174$VN per bag for_
ammonium sulphate and 120$VN for phosphate tricalcique. Gomparable
'prices one year previous were 225$VN and 160$VN respectively.
There is no doubt but that these two factors, in effect for the'
flrst.time in 1958, did much to stabilize the price of chemlcal :

. fertilizers in the area and prevent the sharp price rises that
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have been typical iﬁ earlier years.

Summary. In reviewing the findings on credit conditions
in Khénh‘Héu, there are many signs of improvement and grounds
for optimism. For one thing, it does not appear that the events
of recent years have had any adverse effect on the traditional
or established credit structure. Neither largé‘landlords nor
professional moneylenders had ever been an important factor in -
providing loans to these'Villagers, and any curtailment of the
activities of these'tworgroups by the government has not res«
tricted credit or brought hardship. _

Secondly, the incidence of debt is high, but typical ‘debt
size is not too large. This is not to minimize the burden
which even small debts may bring, but, theré‘is no sign of wide- -
spread, massive, or overwhelming indebtedness of the sort which
is said to exist in some countries, and which reduces the debtor
to the role of virtual serf to his creditors.

Interest rates show the characteristics associated with
undéveloped rural areas in all parts of the world - "normal"
rates of 5 perceﬁt per month, effective rates that may g0 as

high as 200 percent per year on loans in kind ~- but a remark=~

ably‘high-proportionwb£¢loansmareumademwmthoutwinterest\at-all.ww~»m-

There is some inditation that interest rates decline with the
size of loans and thé length of time of loans, but individual
- practice varies so widely' that this i's best described as a

general- tendency onIy{ﬂ
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Villagers without land or other collateral have difficulty
in obtaining loans on a straight commercial basis. Well-to-do
landlords prefer to lend their mopey‘in towns, avoidi;gmtfouble
‘and inconvenience,by placing loans wﬁere the probleﬁs.of ‘
collebtion Seem minimized, Friends and relatives from middle
and upper class households, unlike the rich or well-to-do land-
owners, provide an important, if limited, source Qf_credit‘_
within the village. . N |

Finally, the government's loan program has worked well.

It has benefited a substantial proportion of the small land-
owners and tenants, and has been carried through with a minimuh
of difficulty or complaint. A program of fertilizer credit was
also introduced_in_1958,}and the combined effecﬁs‘oﬂ these two
Credit_operat;ons did much to help the typical villager meet
his farm needs.at,greatly reduced cost.. | _ ‘

On all thesé.grqunds,;there‘are reasons to. feel thét_oredit
conditions_wi;lﬂcoh;inue_to.improve,_Qndzppat'thgﬁﬁparticular
problem area, while still an important one, will be less serious
than others which‘fhe village‘as.a;wh?lg*wpsp face.

| - Seyings ... .

- 2ome. factors affecting the size d digtribution of savings.

Information on the size and nature of savings was one of the
most difficult areas of study. Questions.generally yielded only
vague and evasive replies.. This is understandable from several .

standpoints; the people seemed especially afraid that information



317

about savings might, in some way, be used in same way, to imposé
a loss on them. What is'knOWn about savings, therefore; must

be pieced together f rom observations, insight, and bits of
'information which became available over a period of time.

It seems highly probable that a large majority of the
uillage households have no savings at all in the sense of hoards
of cash or liquid valuables set aside for'emergencies'or'accué
mulated to meet spe01f1c anticipated needs of a maJor kind.

Most families, of course, will have some small accumulation of
cash on hand at any given time,‘and may also own a few pieces of
.gold in the form of r1ngs, necklaces or as settings for small
bits of Jewelry.; They may also own goods such as bicycles,

- pressure lamps or altar fixtures Wthh would have re-sale value,
but these do not constitute sav1ngs of the kind identified above.
The high proportion of the middle and lower class families who
‘have debts is a strong 1nd1catnon that these households do not
accumulate enough income in most years to get themselves free
of debt let alone put a51de "some of that income 1n the form of
sav1ngs. Accumulated sav1ngs are centered in the upper class
families and a few of the middle class households, the source
of a large share of the V1llage loans. o |

| The size of these sav1ngs by upper class households will
'vary from year to year, according to the 51ze of the harvest |
and the returns from loans or invsstments in other enterprises.

In bad years, when rents are reduced loans cannot be repaid or
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interest collected, even upper class families will not be able

) to save much from their gross 1ncomes. The proportion of
households in the Village who accumulate some savings each

year probably does not exceed 5 percent of total households,

and this is likely a very generous estimate. The few largest
resident‘landowners in the village, and therefore the most well-
to-do, live comfortably at a level well above that of the‘typical
villager. Some of them donate generously to village functions,
particularly some of the older men who are concerned w1th
accumulating a record of good works before they die. However,
these very well~to~do maintain a normal standard of liv1ng that
.1s far from ostentatious, well below that obtainable With their
normal income. It is here that savings accumulate regularly.
There is no observable tendency for these households to expand
or contract their expenses from year to year in such a manner

_ that all 1ncome is always spent. They do not provide elaborate
feasts for other v1llagers or indulge in other external - 31gns of
haffluence such as enlarging or redecorating tombs, building
additional houses, or the like. In other words whereas & large
maJority of the v1llagers cannot normally expect to accumulate
any sav1ngs there is a small group of upper class households
who are in a position to do 80, There 1s nothing in the culture
to impel them to spend all they receive, so they do save income
in excess of the amount necessary to maintain a modest, com-

fortable standard of liVing.
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Physical security is the most'impbrtant.concern for those -
who have beeﬁ able to accumulate some Savings. Village houses
are easily entered, and short of hiding wvaluables in hdllow
pillars or burying them in the house orfyard, there is no place
to keep things safely. A few houses have metal strongboxes,
but since they c¢an be easily broken into or carriedaaway;'they‘
- are more.a-prestigé item for display:than a realistic place'df-
safekeeping. Villagers who have relatives living in large towns‘
sometimeﬂ;keep;money or gold in the houses of these relatives. .
It is also possible to-keep money on deposit in a government.sub-'
treasur?.in*M? Tho where it would draw a small amount‘ofwinterest,
but hoavillagers have taken advantage of thisiopportunity. In
general, the villagers prefer to avoid becoming involved with -
governmental procedures. They findfpapérfwork complicated and-
- difficult to understand, and in-addition, in this case, any
excess funds earnlmUQh;higher rates of interest in the village..
Savings therefore tend to be channeled into forms or u@ﬁﬁ}
where:they are physically secure. An important usemofﬁﬁavingaﬁ.g’ 
is tobuy: land, if this is possible. Thie is considered. thé
most .gecure investment of all: the.importande-ofﬁproductivé.land 2
in a rurachcmmunityﬂis;such that-villagersgfeelkcarnain it will - -
nefer decliﬂEuinﬂvaiue; it is:phyaiéally secuferin the sense
‘that it cannat bestolen by repmoving it, and. the great. demand
~ for. land makes it also @ highly liquid: asset. Finally, mainte-,;uu-
nance of the family cult of the ancestors is ensured if theeﬂﬂmilﬂi*
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has land to support the cult, and tradition therefore sanctions
the acquisition of land and strengthens the other factors which
combine to place a high value on this use of savings. o
Lending money at interest is another way in which to
utilize savings. As noted earlier, large landowners and land-
lords prefer to lend to businessmen in the lafger towns, and lend
to amall landowners or tenanté'only oﬁ the pledge of land or
crops already close to the harvest. In general, it is not pos=
sible to buy small shares in a business, for most Vietnamese
merchants or entrepreneurs do not like to participate in large
partnerships. The flow of funds is therefore in the form of
loans, not as investment shares in business ventures. Further,
an effort is maderto.diversify'lending'so*thaé loans are placed
with only one kind of business at a time. |
Those ‘'with small amounts of savings will lend to others

in the“village,.bbth.relatives and friends, or will participate
‘in a h%. In the case of ‘lending to friends or taking part in’
a hé¢i, the interest received will be relatively high, but in the
case of lending to reiativeslthere may be no interest, as illus-
trated earlier: This is.the source of borrowing for middle and
lower class households who do'not have enough collateral to
borrow from the wealthy landowners on a straight commercial

basiss Small lenders in this category have limited -amounts

~ they-can put out so there is not much conmern about diversificai

tion ‘at this level. .
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There are not many visible signé of hoards in the form of
gold and jewels. OSome children wear émall gold earrings; young
girls wear goid necklaces on ceremonious occasions; Some'people-
have gold teeth or wear gold rings; once in a while bits of jadé
are seen in rings or sarrings. These ﬁhings are, in part, a way
to keep savings, but they are also ornamental and are worn with
_ostentation at times when the owners, particularly youﬁg girls,

" want to iook their best, as at weddings. This use of jewelry is '
most common among the more well-to-do families, but small'amduﬁts.
afe worn even by people in poor families. The retention of gold
trinkets and jewelry by lower class households wbﬁld tend to

argue that these are really more properly ornaments than a form
of savings, and‘théﬁ_families will borrow to meet housshold or
farm needs before they will sell ‘what little jewelry or gold.

they possess. The traditional bride price included a gift of
gold earrings to the bride, but at the present time lower class
‘households:avoid this-eXpense and.give'symbolic payments, such

as areca nut and'ﬁiné, and some cash, Thus an important stimulus
to accumulation in the férm of gold jewelry has tended to dise
appear, although families who can afford to maintain the tradition -
continue to do So. | _:' |

In addition to the jewelry, some households hoard gold in
the form of flat sheets or in bara; but it is impossible to
@stimate how much is tied up. in thié“way. One.cannoﬁ detect anY"

widespread feeling of distrust in money aé'such, and while many
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people would prefer to keep gold.in?tead of cash if they had
funds touhdlq, the desire.for‘gol¢ is far from obsessive or
alleconsuming, In other ﬁords,_people_do not rush to change
- paper currehcy into gold at the first opportunity., Poor house~
holds,_espegially,-will ofpen hold ghy surplus in the form of .
paddy, which has‘the5advan£ages of maintaining its value over
time, being relatively free from spoilage, easy to protect from
théft,‘and is a fairly liquid asset. _If worst comes to worst,
the family will always need rice to eat,.and their savings will
sustaln them directly, - o

By way of summary, the saving that takes place in the
village is concentrated prlmarllyﬂ1n the.very small percentage
of upper class households with ;heLlargesp.landholdings. Other
‘householdgiprobably:do not.manage to save anything from.year to.
year. Savings are largely lganed_outx mu¢p.o£ them going into .
nearby towns, but some of them going to villagers. The purchase
‘of land is another. preferred outlet for savings. This is 1333 .'
frequently=uéed,;howeve;, because it,requir§s,sqméoﬁe wil;ing,l_
to sell, and land is usually sold only as a last.resort, in cases
of expremabhardqhipt._The willingness'to make;savingsrayailablew
to others through loans is a very hopeful sign for the future .
develépment of a more highly organized series of markets for
credit. 'Furthqr,Lalthqugh there is no strong.tradition,pos;t;yeLy_j;
_eﬁcqugégiﬁg.saviqg,,ﬁhere 1s also no strong g¢ultural bar to ,ym;\ l

‘savingq.‘The;main;limipgpiop_on_sﬁvins iﬁ_#hgi;ow,leyay;qﬁ SR
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" village incomes, and while it is true that some ceremonial
spending occurs at the expense of potential savings, this is
not the critical factor, Instead, it seems clear that if
incomes were to rise there would undoubtedly be an increasé

in savings, and a large share of these savings would £ind thelr

way into productive lending rather than in ceremonial spending" |

or idle hoards of cash, gold or jewelry.



Chapter X
THo FUNJTIONING OF THF VILLpGE FCONON

An Aggregate View of the Village'

The performance and structure. -- The term "village economy”

1s one that is easy to mlsuse, but in one sense it refers to the
economic act1v1ty that takes place w1thin the village boundarles.
.Thls is what is implied in the use of the term here. As pointed
out earlier, it would be incorrect to regard the village as somehow
self-contained and self-sufficient, an economic unit that functions
without much relation to the outside world. |

There are, of course, large elements of .self-sufficiency in
matters relating to food and shelter. There are also large areas
of activity which seem conditioned by the resource endowment and
the force of tradition more than by the complex price and cost
consicerations of a more sophisticated economy. Still, the village
relies to a large_extent on exchange with the more developed
commercial sector of the national economy, as the data in Table -
10.1 tend to bring out. There, at a glance, is a view of the
sources of expenditure for goods produced in the village and an
estimate of the kinds and amounts of goods which are exchanged
between the village and the rest of the economy. It is, in fact,
an attempt to present a Gross Village Product, analogous in concept

to the Gross National Procduct derived for national economies.
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In evaluating this data, the detailed amounts used in some
categories give an appearance of accuracy and authenticity that is
disarming,'though not intentionally so. Actually, they have been
put together by plausibie extensions of bits of known data derived
from several sources. Since none of the villagers keep records,
these become essentially expansions of estimates and guesses of
varying reliability. Nevertheless, they represent the best 1nfor-'
mation available, and as such should be used as approximations to
reality, probably accurate with respect to structure and general
relationship, if not in verifiable amounts. The terms “exportﬁ
and "import“ are vsed to refer to goods which are sold outgide the
village, or are'brought into the rillage or purchased by villagers
in other towns or market centers. The latter are not limited to
goods foreign'to Viet Nam, but only to things which are produced
loutside the village..‘~

~ In earlier sections the failure to‘develop vegetable and fruit
cultivation was pointed out, as well as the undéveloped state of
animal husbandry in many respects. This is also shown in the
aggregate flgures which indicate that although the village exports
small quantities of fruits and vegetables and sotie’ meet and. fish to
the narket towns, it is a net importer of vegetebles, meat and fish.
The large import items, however, are the manufactured consumer goods
and the processed foods which do not ‘fall under the categories of
frult, vegetables, meat or fish, These two items together consti- )

tute a measure of the-large degree to which the village does not
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provide directly forhits own needs out of its own production, for
they comprise abbut two-thirds of the total imports into the
village.

-The Consumption Expenditures représentlthe value of village
prodﬁction which‘remains énd is consumed within the village. This
caﬁegory_also contains seryices,‘such as the sérvices of artisans,
viliage officials, sorcerérs, mill operators énd dthers. The
se;vices of peddlers and.storekéépersVére‘also added here because
their contribution 1s considered the same as a transportation
service, bringing goods from outside the village into the village
for resale. A finél item of fiother® consumption goods includes
the value of woven materials, the thatch for roofs and walls, and
a small allowance for the consumption‘of other household‘items made
in tha yillage in small quantities. On'thesg grounds, consumptiqn
diféctly ffom village production constitutes less than half of‘all
that is‘consumed in the village, although in the case of rice and
'seryices‘it is assumed that‘the village_can provide all_they‘usg;'
In addition,”the example assumes that the village provides 70 per-
cént of the Vegetables.énd frﬁit, half the fish, but only ZQ_pgrpgnt-
of_ﬁhe‘meat that is consumed in normal years.. _

On.ﬁhe'exportfgidéL‘the cﬁiéf itemris fice,las w§uid be expected
given the heavy sp§cialization in‘thehproduction of that commodity.
In;addition{ villagers do export small quantities of Vegetables.and
:fru;ts)tq nearby markets; and also mpéh of the meat. Occasionglly,

| meat;is slaughteréd in the village, but there are no facilitiesjfgp
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TABLE 10.1

SOURC S OF j?F,NDITLR“S GRObb VILLAGE PRODUCT

VILLAGE OF KHANH HAU, HYFOTHETLCAL "NORMAL®™ YEAR

(Consumption + (Exports - Imports) +

Investment)

s

_____ ==================K;§::E ;E ;;—; ;r—l—a:t{;::
Source uVNg
Consumption:
Rice 2 lbO 200 '
Vegetables 637 56h
Fruit 322,140
Fish l , 203, 600
Meat 1,90 £60
Services 1,952, hlh
Total 7,016,798
Export:
Rice 6 183 800
Vegetables 148 000
Fruit lh8 000
Meat 1,710,000
Services - l,OO0,000
Fish 100,000
Total 9,289,800
Impnrts: '
© Vegetables 358,956
Fruit 138, 1060
Fish 1 263 600
Meat 96} 520
Manufactured consumer goods 4 ALS 600_
Other foodstuffs : 516 'g68
Total - 10,869,621,
Investment: o
Farm equipment - 366,000
Total 356,000
GRO3S VILLAGE PRODUCT - 53802,97u

P

d .
Cw
Soor
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refrigeration or preservation if a large animal is slaughtered.
Therefore the more common praotioe is to sell meat animals in the
larger towhs where there are sieughterhoose facilities. The meat
consumed in the village is bought injthe'rillage in small
quantities, &s needed. The export of services incluvdes among others,
the_incomes of the villege.resiﬁents who work in Tdn 4n as laborers
or artisaos, ﬁechanics, drivers, and the sgervice of school teachers
whonlixe in the.village but who are paid from noh»village-govern-
mental funds. ‘-i |
These leUPGS are based on assumptions which would.apply in
a normal year and,; although many of the estimates maede are based on
data or observations made in 19586, they do not purport to represent
1958 epecificallyq_ #8 shown for this hypothetical year, imports
into the. vill e exceed exports from it by more than 1 500, 000,V N,
This is a persistent and difficult problem, and it 1llustrates the
nature of the dilemma which the villase faces. btandarde of living
in the form of ' 1ncreesed consumption of goods brouvht in from out~
side the villaae, cannot improve unless there can be 1ncreases in
the amounts produced by the village to exchange for them.. The
’previous chapters heVe dealt with» some of the problems faced in
leSlnF productlon under current condltlons and indlcated ‘why
expectations of increased production are low. Theppresent import
surplus is_probably financed out of loans from past savings ﬁithin
the yillagegftrepefers from relatives living outside the village,

‘and credit proyi@ed-from_outside the village;Alergely'the_government?s
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loan program. .'The extent and distrlbutlon of debt in the v1llage'
is further evidence of thlu same 81tuatlon In good years, bumper
rice crops provide the exporte ntcessarv to bring in the consumer
goods which cannot be producod locally, but in bad years the

pressure on the V1llagers becomes greater, and if credit is not
available the inability to buy imported things is more pronounced.

A small amount is also recorded as investment in the village,'.
based on the farm equipment purchased during the course of a
normal year. Since the implements used are largely mwdt of wood
with the exceptlon of some metal parts, this purchase of farm
equipment represents replacement of equipment that tends, in most
cases, to wear out'every two to four years. Investnent therefore,'
is essentially replaceﬁent, and not a net addition to existlnp
capital. The canals which the village has built in the last three
yeers represent a type of oommunity capital accumulation but these.
cannot he regarded as 1nvestnents which are normally mmde each yenr,
Net Village Product therefore would be what remained after
deletlne all 1nvestnent exp=nditnre, beoaLse investment and
depreciation tend to be about equal in any glven year. Further,'
the construction of cepltal equipment is a local act1v1ty, and with
the exceptlon of some purchases of implements from other v1llages, '
investment goods ara largely produced w1th1n the village- o

If the oonsumption expenditures and the imports are added
together, the‘result is an aggregate estimate of village expendi-
ture. This sum, equal to 17,886,422$VN converts to an annval
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expenditure of 5,5193VN per capita, or spproximately the per capita
exrendituros for lower and middle class households given in the
household budget survey. olnce an important part of these
| aﬁgreqete data Wwas relsted to the household budget findings, thls
does not constitute proof of the validity of the aagregates in any
way. However othsar sources were elso vsed, 8o that the closeness
of aggregate and household data makes for consistcncy between the
two even‘lf thev are not drawn from‘completely independent sources
of information. ' |

Thus} the village gconomy can he“considered a8 bssically‘
export oriented and dependent on erchange with the commorcial
econo 1y of the country for an inportant pert of 1ts needs. It faces
chronic bﬁlance of payment difficulties which can be overcome only
in particularly good vesa rs whcn rice exports prov1de a largcr source
of earnlnvs to finance 1mports. At other tlmes, credit and
transfers from outside the v1llage prov1de the means by which import
lavels are maintained.q Phe Gross Village Froduct makes it possible
to 1dent1fy the ways in whlch Lhese balance of payment diffi-
CthieS csn be met - increased prodtction of ricc, vegetablss,
fish neat or 1ncreased export of services to nearby towns ~-= but.
. unhappilv it cannot prescribe the meesures bv which this can, be

" done.



331

Responses to Innovation and Changé_'

some examples of successful innovation. -- The potential for

economic development lles partly in the degree to which people will
accept new ways of doing familiar tasks, or wili change old'ways |
entirely. 3By observing the.village economic organization, con-
trasting the entent to which villagé institutions are designed to
'_naintain traditional ways or favor change, it is sometimes possible
to gain insight into att;tudas toward change. An even more
positive indication, however, w@uld be recent experience. Where
new ideas have‘been assimilated rapidly, there is a presumption
that a willingness to_change is present. These cases would alsb_
reveal something of the conditions under which the chénge in ideas
.OCCurréd. On the basis of such recent experlence, the v1llagers
of Khanh Hau have shown a readiness to learn new ways under certaln
rather predlctable.cond;tlons, and less inclination to cling to

the known_and.the tradi;ionai thén is gommonly expectgd of peasant
soqieties. | | | |

Of the several examples of innovttlonal chanﬁe in Khanh Hqu

dvring the past thirtv years, the most strlking hes been the
enthusiastic adoption of chemlcal fertlllzor in farmlnp particu-
larly in rice production. Its use has bs zen descrlbed in the

earlier saction dealinw w1th rice grow1ng, but the emph351s here is _
on the conditlons affectlng its 1ntrodvctlon and ultlmate

acceptance. -
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Chemlcql fertilizer was first 1ntroduced 1nto the village

' ﬁround 1530 by a French 1mport1nw flrm Bescours and Cabaud, long
promlnent in Vlet.Nam° Agents for_the flrm obtained the names of
.severai‘of the'leading owner-operators, and gave each of them_a
‘small sample (fiVe kilos or so) of phosphate tricalcique. They told
the fﬁrwers to use ths fertilizer on ons small part of their rice
flelds, and to compare thp results in thet area with the non-
fertilized portlons of the fields. The 1nstructions were simple,
the fertilizer wes free, and the risk to the farmer was negligible.
It was an attraotiVe invitation which the farmers'a0cepted.

: The results achievéd with the use of chemical fertillzer were
Iobvious and imnediﬂte. Village farmers who recall the event say
that all those who. particiuated in the experiment Were'convinced of
the effect _veness of the new product and began-to use 1t on all
'thelr flelds 1n the follow1nd year. Many otners were eoually'
1mprtssed and began to apply it at the earllest opportunlty. The
1mportant llmltation to rapid adoptlon was financial. Although |
the advantag s of chemlcal fertllizer were plalnly evident smalior
tenants and landowners were not able to raise the funds to ‘buy as
lmuch as they wanted. | | | d .'
| Farmers 1n th@ Lona-An area have not used natural fertlllzers
on thelr crops to any great extent. Night soil has apparently never
been used and buffalo manure was naever avallable in large enough
| qvantities to he a 51gnificant factor in- productlon tochnlques.

It is also hlghly probable that the quality of animal diet has'.:
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always been poor, 2nd ahimal wastes were not very good as manure .
The effect of chemical fertilizer on crop yields varied, of course,
with the type of soll and the way in which it was applled. However
the v1llavers estimate thet its introductlon necrly doubled tjpicdl
crop yields, or in other terus, that 1t added from fifty to -seventy
gia ﬁer hectare on mostAof the land in the village. If these
estimates accurately reflect the marginal productivity of chemicsl
fertilizer, the marginal revenues greatly exceeded the marginol
costs, and adoptioo of thc new product was dve. to recognition of
this relationship. |

| Thls early experlence paved the way for the sacond phase of
the introduction of fertlllzer whlch occurred in a complﬂtely
‘different way. Again, the origlnal impetus came from French
importing'firms, but 15 this case it was a new.kind of fertilizer,
amaonium sulphato;'imported for vse on sugar cane and in coconut -
&roves.. Thnre are at least two versions of how it came to be usod
on rice fields. nccording to the family said to bc the first 1n |
_the village to use it this way, the wholO thlng occurred acci-
dentally._ Phe head of this housohold once owned g small storetin
the nelghborlnr v1llape of T&n Hddnp, and among other thlngs, hed -
stored a number of havs of ammonium sulphatc for sale to local |
fariers for use on supar cane. The Vlct-Mlnh burned the store'to
the r"round in l94b or 1947, destroyinn most of the stock but doing
_relatlvely 1itt1e demaﬁe to the fertilizero Beinp unable to sell |

thls after the firc, and anxlous to salvapo what he could from his
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loss, the storekeeper trisd some ammonium sulphate on one hactare
of rice land. This represented only a portion of the total rice
land which he was renting in Khanh_Heu at the time, and was frankly
a hlind experiment'resorted to in a desperate attempt to recover
some sunk coets. The results of this latter day version of the
Charles Lamb cla881c were that the yields increased beyond those
normally.essooiated with the vse of phosphates alone, and in the
foilowing_year the.storekeeper—fermer used the ammonium sulphate on
all his i‘ields° Nithin two or three growing seasons, the news of
his aCCidental discovery had spread throughout the village, and
once again all fermers_who covld afford to do so were experimenting
for themselyes; hVillage»wide adoption followed_soon.thereafter.

| A second version is 1o 458 speciflc on details. According to it,
fermers in neighborinp villapes had boueht the new fertilizer for _
‘sugar cane and coconuts, but d001ded to try it experimentally on
their rice fields. The 1dea to do this was entirely local in
oripin for the importers did not know thet ammonium sulphate would‘
benefit rice production and hed no part in introdU01ng it for this
vse in the early etages Again farmers found that adding emmonium
sulphate mid-way in the growing season 1ncreaeed production still
farther, by “strenvthening" the plants and redU01ng crop lose, and
by increasing the number of grains per plant. One farmer even
expressed the dvantape as a “net profit” that was half the velue
I‘ﬁof the paddy which the ftrtilizer addtd to normal yields, meaning _

"that the cost of the fertiliztr was one-half the ‘additional paddy
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yield. 3y expressing himself in this way he revesled & mareinalist
approach to his'production problems which was totally unexpected‘
in;a presumebly unsophisticated peasant society. Word of this
discovery quickly spread to other villaues,lncludinp Khanh Hgv,

and it was quickly adopted |

Both versions, however, are in substantial agreemsnt -~ the
adoption grew from local initiative and experimentation. Its rapid
acceptance reflected'lts visible contribution to productivityfand_
the earlier happy experience with phosphate fertilizers. Once |
again, any limitations to its use were largely financial.

Another recent innovatlon, of more recent date than chemical
_feftilizer, is the substitution of a Cambodian stvle plow (C8y Cao.
MiZn) for the more traditional Vietnamese type_(Céy Vigt Nam). This
_chaﬁge has occurred larsely over the last five to ten years, and o
during that time.ﬁost of the villa=ze farmers hﬁve made the con-
“version. This does not represent a hasic change in produvction
: technlque,as was the case in the fertilizer example, but it does
11lustrate the kinds of factors associated with alteration in the
use of capital equipment. |

In many-ways, the Cambodian and Vietnamese plows ere quitefl
similar. Both consist of a lono wooden tongue which is pulled by ”
buffalo or oxen and steered by a wooden handle. The Viatnamese
.plow handle is curved, but the Cambodian is straight and seems to
- have'gfeatéf‘fiéiibility. The big differenco between them 18 that

the Vietnamese plow has a. large wooden - plow share, CBPVLd from & =
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single ﬁiece of wood and tipped with-metal, while the Cambodian
model haé an all-metal plow shere. This mékes'the Cambodian
style lighter and also seems to give it a much better cutting edge.
It is.therefore;easier to use,‘lighterltd carry, easier to pull,
and plows more land in a given tima_period. Thls combination of
charagtéristics dakes 1t easier on men and animals, and better
suited to.the hard or grassy land_which is'typ;cal of Khénh H§u.
Thero ¢o@s not seem to He anyldifference in the useful life of the
two models, for this is a funotlon of the quallty of materials and
workmanship rather than the style as such. The initial cost of the
two is also roughly the same. The Vietnamege_plow will‘probably
require slichtly more maintenance bégguse the met@l tip needs
replacenent more frequently than an all-metal plow share.

Qnge agein, there are several versions of the story. Some
villqgers deséribe the introductqrf,process as.related to the trips
'and visits which oceur frqueqtly hetween Khénh_H@u and the Plalne

des Jdﬁcs (Béng_Thép_Md&i),:an¢areé which is adjacent to the

province‘ofﬁLpng Aniand runs along the Cambodia»Viet_Nam border.
Many peopla,in_the-viliage have relatives living in that area and
‘visit back and forth on ‘the occasion of fﬂmily fgst:vals and
annivepqarles._ This type of interaction brought contact, with the
differénp.style_plow_and inevitablp-disoussion_of the relative
“merits of_thé two'kinds.. qulgpme'the,advantages seemad worth
aklng_a change.wlhltP' | | . |
Accordlnp to others, however, the Gambodian plow was flrst

- intro@ugedppyhaffarm implement_makerrin the ne¢ghbqplng_yil;agg-qf_
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Tin Hudng who convinced some of his customers that this style was
superior to.the Vietnamese. In gll probability, both versions are
correct, for all plows are made locally, and the diffusion of
knowledge would combine 1ooel demonstration and the descriptions
people brought back with them from trips to the Plaine des Joncs.
The rate of cﬁangeover has been less.repid than the adoption
of chemicel fertilizer, but it has been fast enough to bring about
acceptance by a majority of the villagers within ten years. ‘Since
it 1nvolves replacement of one of the major capital items that a
farmer possesses, the first to meke a change are those who can most
afford the new cash outlay. Many fermers like to keep two plows,
and some of those who first ordered ths new style did so to provide
a spare. Others, financlally unable to buy a spare plow waited
until their old onz requlred maor repalr and then made the new
1nvestﬂent. Since they are used in water most of the time, wooden.
plows will need partial replacement every four or five years,'
ﬁithin that time, the poorer farmers had ample opportunity to
- observe the performance of the new style plow in the fields of
those who‘a;reedy have them. Some farmers st1ll keep Vietnamese
plows, preferring them because they are accustomed to them and do
not think the Cambodian model offers enough advantages to change.-
However, these are a very small minority in the villege. DMost
farmers with‘only one.plow now have a Gambodian model, and most of
the Vietnomeso plows ohe sees are kept as spsres or for special

plow1ne problems._
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4 third important erea:Where it is possible to observe village
reaction to Imnovation is in the matter of water controlﬁ"Specifi,
cally, the farmers have been introduced to mechsnical irrigation
pumps during the past two years and, within limits, have found
them'advantageousQ Already discussed in thé section on rice
productieﬁ; these limitations can be ehanged; and should be'regarded'
only as conditions which have affected the deeree of ecceptanceo

Fér eiemple the decision to use the mechenlcql pump (bdm H_x)
in preference to the nanually operated wate wheel is based on the
kind of irrigetion problem involved. The past two years, both of
which were exceptiohally dry, sharply reVeeled'the'limitations of
the smaller water"ﬁheel (Eg‘gép‘ﬂgég), and in this kind of sitvation
tﬁe mecheﬂical'pump provides an economic adrantage, One factor
limiting its adoption;by'the'viilage is ité'high purchase cost

(approximately 20,0004VN), and the high rental placed on the single
pump avalisbis to the viilagers ﬁnder.privatetrent‘arrengements.
HeWever;‘the:extreﬁe”dependence on water has meant that, where the
water prdblém ﬁes:acute;"the'farmers havé kept the pump in almost
continval use, despite the high rental and their problems of
obtainine cash. o o | ‘

Tha pump that'is'ﬁewwﬁveifeﬁlé!iﬁ the‘vjlie&e hae‘ahndZEle'

'.'with a diameter of only ten’ centlmeters wh:ch cr1ves it a pumping

o capecity thet 18 lass economlcal thah a ‘Wathr wheel 1n thoee

eituatione where the wdter level permits vse of a wheel A pump

]ewith lerper hoses, and therefore larver capwcity, would eliminate’

“n
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the advantage of the water wheel. The main limitation on pump

vse woulﬁ than be its physical availability. Wlth only one pump

in the entlre vlllave, 28 is trvs at the present time, the demand
for a more efflciont pump .should increase even at present hourly
rentals. At times when 1rr1gation is vital the pressvre to get
water would be so sreet that fariers would have to rely on the
oléer methods when they could not rent the mechanical pump. There
is no question that they will:accept'this innovation -~ their chief
concern 1s to .obtaln more pumps, with greator pumping capacity,
.and lower rentals, | | '

The pump that is now used_by village farmers is owned by a
well-to-do landowner who is also‘a Village Council official. It is.
the second puvp he has‘purchased ~- the second in as many'years‘°
He sold the first pump at the end of the growingz season becavse he
felt that it had beeﬁ too much trouble, mainly hecguse of maintenance
~ problems which arose begauseithe farmers renting it did not know how
to handle it_properly. Hiolhourly rental charge of sixty plasters
was slightly hirher than the figures quoted for_neighboring |
villages, but the farmers who disouSsed theppompzfopused their
dissatisfactioh en the inadequate.pﬁmping-capacity.rather thén the
amount. of the rental. Tho:decision,to buy;a second pump seems
largely relatéd-to the lack of rain and phe desperape need for
water. It is hard to unravel the complex motives which prompted

the dec151on but thp e00n0m1c opportunity to recoup
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his investmsrit was certainly present and his earliar experience,
though troublesome, had not resuvlted in financial loss to the
‘owner. Some of his own fields were'onfhighfground and difficult
to irrigate with traditional methods. Added to this is the fact
that -as a‘village official he undoubtedly felt some pressure to
provide something the community wanted badly, and he was in a
financial position to'providé it.

' The mechanical pump is not the first attempt at innovation in
irrigation and water'control. About ten years earlier, several
villagers triéd a variation of the water wheel similar to that used
in central Viet Nam. This model was a long affaif, with water lifts
attached to a belt and pedalad. by manpower. The belt gave it
greater'léngth, and’ therefore rreater flexibility in terme of the
water levels at which it covld be used, but the éxperieqce pf'a
year or'two‘led"villagerS'to'abandon'its usen. The chief objections
were that it was hard to operate, feqﬁiring'a much greater physical
effort than otheér methods then‘avéilable, end was therefore more
expensive. 'Villags wage rates tend to compensate for extra hard
labor, as in the case of thdSéVwﬁo"operaté”the'w&ter wheels that =
are now used. HoWevé}}ltHé"iﬁbiaeﬁﬁ’Shdwé that there was desire
to try new methods at this edrlier dété;*énd that the‘unsétiSfactor?
‘eaflier experiment-did'nbtfdeCduréée farmers from lookifig at other’
éolutiéhs’to water control problems, |
*ﬁﬂéther*innbvatidn;*bomihg*much'eariier than ah&ZOf those

described this far, was in the threshing method. : Threshing rice in

e
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southern Viet -Nam ﬁas traditionally done with buffalo, and the heavy
animals would either tread, or more rarely, pull large stone
rollers 6ver cut grain gpread on the drying floor in a farmerts vyard.
This knoeked the grains of paddy loose, and the winnowing which .
followed laft a residue of relative clean paddy. The mgthod used
now was first introduced around thirty years ago, and few families
presently use rollers for threshing. As in the other cases, the
stimulus to change can be related to specific advantages which the
innovation offered.

The present threshing technique, which consists of.beating the
grain against the side of the threshing sledge (thung d¢8p lua)
- permits the threshing to take place in the fields, and all that
needs to be carried to the farmer's home is the paddy itself. The
rice straw can be brought in later, if the farmer decides to use
it‘himSelf, or can be glven or gold to others who are then
regsponsible for transporting it. In carrying the graln to the
threshing floor before it is threshed, a certain amount of the
“paddy-is.jarred looses and lost en rovte. Threshing in place there-
fore prevents some of this kind of loss. Finally, the roller'method
yields a much higher percentage of empty‘paddy husks, and a given
volume of paddy wovld produce a smaller amount -of milled.fice than.'
‘a similar volume of paddy threshed by the prasent technique. If
you gxamine the straw left after the pfesent_method has been
employed; there geems ta,be'a large numbar'qﬂ.grains left behind.

Closer inspsction, however, reveals,that mosgt of these are-emptxr.w]
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husks which the beéting,failed to dislodge. The advantages, there-
foré, are an increased yield of paddy and. greater convenience in:
‘transportation. In terms of physical lahor, -the neﬁ method is
much more burdensome on humans - and, possibly, more costly in- some
cases. In terms of time, it may beﬂcheaper to vse buffalo, but.
this must be weighed against the probability that those who are
toa poor to own their own buffalo can avoid cash outlay by
providing the necessary hanual'labor'frOm the family. This reduceq
the current outlay (harvest costs are paid in kind), even though'
it may be more costly in'oppbrtunity cost terms. Those who own
buffaldzére-MOre apt to be in a.position to afford hired lsbor, so
in fheir case the caleulation is more likely to be a comparison of
the*increased-curfent dbutlay with-the‘increased_yield'derifed by
threshing in the“fiéld;- Theffaét‘that*the new threshing method has
been so universally adopted étrdngly‘iﬁdiCQtés that on balance
- farners feel the Old”methdd”is'léss of fic¢tent.
The‘changé,in threshihg*teéhﬁiqueS'hésfbrdﬂght an ac¢ompan#iﬁg'
change™in ‘the type offimplement'used'in'?eapfng. The tréditidnalf
tddl'flggi*ﬁéii ﬁas‘VashéﬁedQ‘aﬁ&-ﬁhe'cuﬁting-edge'was a hooked -
blade fastenéd to ‘the back of ofie side of the "VW., This Was
moderately effecﬁﬁve-;n'cutting*grain'hiéh off the ground, but the
l_new thfeshingcméﬁﬁod:requires*that”ﬁweﬂgréin'be cuﬁ_lbﬁg;éndugh'to
::afford aQgﬁadfgﬁiﬁ”f6r~the thresher. kg a result,‘a tew sickle -
71(1ﬁ§i5¥iéﬁli stmilar in shape 't a gféSs”SickIey“haé gradually =

suppﬁé@téd-theﬁdl&ér todljbeééﬂ%e~it‘MaRes it*§£sier”to:cut"ﬁhe

&
.
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stems of the rice.plant very close to the.ground.‘ Thé more
traditional‘implément is still in vse here and there, but-mainly
~in filelds still partly under water or whare the rice plants are
quite high.'

The only successful innovation which has involved s communal
effort has been the construction of irrigation canals in two hamlets
of the village. The ideé for this project, and most of the
stimulation and drive, came from the Fuhdaﬁental Zducation Centef,'
althouzh acceptance of the idea by the villagers themselves was
accoﬁpliéhed thrbﬁgh open meetings at which this and éther proposals -
were discussed.' | | | |

The first canal was built in 1957, extehdihg'a'natural'stream
from £p-Dinh to Ap-M&1i and bringing fresh water to fislds in these
tﬁo hamlets which'pfeviously had no source of irrigation. This |
made it possile for the first time to raise two crops of rice a
year in some of these fislds, altHOUQh the ahility to get two
crops still depends in part;_upon thé:amount of reinfall and the
level of the fields. The canal made a substantial contribution to.
prdductivity, qnd added a new avenue of'trﬂnspbrtﬁtibn as well:aé'g
_providing a source of water for bathing, cookinp and drinking.

ﬁlthouﬁh there was little active Qpposition to the prOJect ét ’
'firét ‘there was alsovrelatively litﬁle’énthuéiasma Volunteerg were
slow in steppinrr forward but eventually a few agreed to dig a
portion and ths Ouhers_fbllowed sooh after.” The amount of: diﬁging
assigned to éach hquééﬁdld“wasﬂﬁrofaﬁed”Oﬂ the basis of anticipated =

4
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benefits from'the:canal, and all labor and tools were‘supplied by
villagzers. The Center supplied only advice and encouragement
beceuse they viewed.the project as an experiment in self-help;
When completed, tte canal was nearly two kilomaters in length,
ahout two and onefhalf'meters deep and three and one-half meters
wide. | | |
Its success led to the digging of a second canal in the

following year, although at that time there was some opposition
from landowners who resented the fact thaththe eenal would cut
through-their land.‘ The opp031t10n was vltimately overcome in this
cese, bt villagers say that similar attitudes on the part of other
landowners are holding up the construction of more cedels. While
majority sentiment definitely‘favors mofe canals there is not :
_ enouEh posxtive feeling about it to push the new p”OJeCtS throvgh.‘r
.At a recent moetlng of the v1llape to consider new. communal projects
for the COﬂlng year,_new canels were ranked fifth in 1mport4nce
behind such thlnpe as construction of brldge across the_ex1st1ng

anal, the bu1ldlnF of a new elementary school and ‘establishment of
illiteracy classes in one of the hamlets. The prevallinp ettitude_-
- at this meetlnp was apathetlc,_and suggestaons for projects came
.only frot v1llaee and . hamlet offiqials Given this evidence of ‘
-Nlukewarm community support, 1t is. dlfflcult to predlct how rapldly
canal buildlna will be expanded in the next few years.

These represent the magor innovational chanpes wthh have been

e";llntroduced into the VLllaae and heve been thorothly assimilated..
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The list can be supplemented by 2 number of other changes which
are in the earliest stages of introduction, are much less 1mportant
in a production sense, or heve failed to take hold after being
introduced. These are also instructive in any attempt to under-
stand the factors which affect 1nnovatlon and chanpe. For'ekample,‘
insecticides brought to Vlet Nam uncder the U.S. aid prowram are
heginning to reach the local markets for the first time. The
1ntroduct10n and distribution of thls new product is left almost
entirely in private hﬁndg, althouch the Fundamental Pducatlon Center
has a mechanical spraver which is avallable to any farmers who
wish to use.it. In general, insecte'have:hot been a major problem.
in the village ehd_the use of insecticides has not been as Wide—'
spread as chemicai fertilizer becauseithe need has not been as great.
Some of the'larger farms have.beguh to'uae.insecticides, but small
tenants and small'lahdowners, who are stili'e majority in terms of
numbers, are not con#inced the advantagesJOUtweigh'the extra
expenses. | P

The sale of 1nsect1c1des 1llustrates the danrer which may
| exist if a new prodvct ig allowed to filter through the mechqnism
of the prlvate market excluelvely, and without some kind of .
educatlonnl and follow-up procram-‘ ohortlv after 1nsect1cidee
'hecame evallable ahd were first used on rice crops, fariers in.one
of the hemlets bep n o experlment W1th them in other weys. oeeking :

to rlo their draft dnlmals of pests and body para31tes, they rubbed

on 1nsect1c1dcs dlrectly with the result that several bUffle dled._‘ﬂj*

The insccticides were sold in bulk at Tan An, without written or

#

e 'x .
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verbal instructions, and without any caution'thethits use should
be carefully restricted.

Uespite the genuine calamity this incident brought to some
farmers, village reaction was calm and reasoned. Most people.felt
the incident was an error due torignorance on the part'of the
farvers and the experience served to meke them csutious‘and WATY
ofvfurther experimentationa Thare was no bl1nd re1ectlon of the
new proouct out of superstltion or fear, end no indication that it
stlffened re51stance to chanpe in any way There.ere, however,
other klnds of compllcatlons whlch have ﬁrown up around the use of
1noect1cides° ‘ _

Por one thlng, farners in this area feel that the insect problen
~ has 1ncrcdseo in ‘the last two years, and is now much worse than it
‘hes evsr bsen. Some have questloned the c01n01dence that brouvht
insectlcldes into the market in the same year that insect infes-
. tation became serious. They exPress wonder thet'the manufactnrers
could foresee the problem and Prepare. for it. There wes'even some
foellnr that the manufacturers may have been responsible for the
insects in some way, althovgh it is difflcult to tell how serlovsly
fthey believe th:Ls° A more peneral concern is that the vse of
ammonlum sulphate fertlllzer is related to. the increase in insects._
ThlS visw is 301ewhat contrad1ctory w1th known facts, for thef

'introductlon of ammonium sulphate occurred lone befors the insect

"'problem becane serious. Nevertholess, the suspiclon remains that

.there is gome causal relationship between the . two, and this is
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relatad to a furthéf feeling that ammonium sulphate 1s becowming
less advantazeous over time .

The'current attitude fowafd the new insecticides is chiefly
one of tentativé acceptance. The larger farmers tend to use it
becauvse damaqe'by insects is relatively more important‘to them and
they can afford to buy it. Small farmers do not regard insect
daﬁége as sigﬁificant enough to require active messures on their
part. The initial expsznse is not high «= 60$VN.provides enough
Hinsedticide to take care of one hectare -- but fepeated appli-
cations may be ﬁeceséary for completé effectiveness. Small farmers
are more'ékeptiéal than large, and must be more convinced of the
value of the new product before they are willing to incur additional
cash outlays. The past two crop years havé béen very poor'ones in
the village, and the smaller farmers pérticularly are concerned
- that adverse effects'from recent innovations such as insecticldes
and ammonium svlphate fertiliéer may be pértly responsible.-.Until
there is a clear demOnstratibn thét‘the iﬁsecticides are beneficial'
in marglnal ‘terms, and unrelatcd to other farm problems, further
spreed of their use will be slow. |

Other exumples of willingness to nccept change and adopt new
'1deds would inclvoe, ‘for one thing, the readlness to use inocu—”
lation agalnst diseasé, bbth,for villageré'thémSelves and for their
'aﬁimals.'}Fof’anothef;“fhéfé"haS 5ééﬁ“&ﬁ-iﬁérease in the number
of brick homas in the village now that a brick factory is lOcéted-“
-near by ,Pedpié use paint'to prevent.rus£ of the tins in whidh

4
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“they carry water,. and aimost‘every man in the village owns a
mechanical clgarette lighter. Some water wheels have been fitted
with ball bearines to reduce the_physicai labor involved in
pumping water, ahd in some cases farmers make their own-concrete
fence posts. Even the local diet shows signe of change. French
bread, French ragout and Indian curry usually appeer at village

feasts, and sometimes in the regular meals of well-to-do families.

Some examplss of innovation that failed. -- Other innovations
have been. tried but rejected ~~ the case of the Central Viet Nam
water wheel hag alr2ady been mentioned. The attempt to improve
popltrjlraieing techniques has also been described. There the_
chickens_failed to eurvive.eren under the new methods of care, and
‘the'eggs sﬂpplied by the Mipistry were not carefully selected and
hatched poorly. The failure of this experimentehas‘not creatoed
hostiltty to change where poultry are cencerned,_butiit-does seem
to have cenvinced.many:that‘loeel varietlies are better svited to
local conditions than any that could be introduced from otts%de.__

- The saao experlence was . repeated w1th naw verletles of corn,-
tomatoes.and pips, In all cases, there geems to have been little

.or no. attempt to pre-test the new product or. new. epecies before
puttin~ it in the hands of the farmers.= In all caues, too, the

‘experiﬂent was relwtlvely costless to tht farmer excopt for the

- food eupplled to anlmale or the labor SPen?‘OR.Carln% for new

';varietiee“qf.plantsa
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Tha role of traditional institutions. -~ Turning from these

experlences to conblderet:on of ‘the 1nstitvtlonvl surroundings
an initial impression is that there are few rituals, taboos or
superstitions, which form obvious blocks to innovation or change.
Ixcept for simple offerings of food and wine made at the beginning
- of the planting season, or at ths start of the construction of a
newrhOUSe; productive activity is free of ritvals. There are no-
ritvals which order the way work is done or inhibit the intro-
duction of new work methods. Farmers do tend to follow the lunar
ealendar,'and avoidlstarting new activities on deys that are’
marked ”unpropitious” (ngay xfu) but such days are not numerous
end therefore do not‘eonstitute ahﬁimportant check to production.
It is‘trte-that‘an important share of rasources is diverted
into fetes znd ceiebrations througheut the year. The village as
'_a whole celebrates the four major festivals and, during the plan£~
ing season, the death anniﬁerseryof]ﬁarshal Ngdyén Huynh Hlc (the
guardian spirit oflﬁhe:villape)' These are not all of equal siza
and importance, but eech requires expendltures Wthh covld be used
productively. The same applies to ‘the expenditures made by
indivicduval families for the five or six mejdr'feaets which they
celebrate each year. Weddings and funerals can also'be elaborate
and costly. The advent of the lunar New Year (Tét) requires cesh-
ovtleye-for”gifts, for nsw clothing, ‘for feasts and sweets to serve
to visitors, fdrjflrecraekers, candles, jOes, altar adornments and

good luck decorations. The single most important commnity fund-



350

ralsing efort in many years has been to brild a new pagoda in honor
of Marshal,mguygn Huynh bdc -- aﬁ effort which was carried'far
bevondlthe limits of the village and has hed the support'of the
natlonal gnd provineial governments. |

| However, there are other ways of looking at these ritual anq
traditional_eﬁpenditures and, as théy are actually practiced, all
of+ then have elements of Western4styla economic rationality. For
example,_villag@rs'rar@ly go into debt to cafry out their
responsibilitiszs to the villsge or family sncestral spirits. In.
1958, after a very bad crop year, the expenditure on village
festivals was scalad down to relieve. -Sofe oi the cost bvrden. " The
tradltional_opera-perlorm¢nce (hut boi) was cancelled and bargain-
ing with thg village sorcerer reduced the amount and the cost of
hisjgervices‘to:the minimum which traditidn demands. On another _
occasion the sacrifice of a whole pig was dispensed with, and.only
the face and. feet of 3 pig were bought in the mark 2t to meet the.
'ritval requirement:that'these portions of_the animal be presented
to_the spirits. Individual families will reduce both the number
of f2asts and ths nunber of zuests invited to each when cmrcumm..'
'stances requ1re it, They will also reduce the variaty and amount
of food which they offer. It therefore appears.that, while the
v1lla9ers w1ll seek 'to malntain soma_minimum'bbﬂérvancé:of ﬁra-
'.'dltlonal rltes and offerlnvs, the actual amounts spent are quite
flexible 1nd appear to be detornlnnd by the funos left after the -

estinated needs for the coming year have been provided for. To the

¢ -
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outeider, the erpanse 1nctrreo even unoer these adjustments may
appear e: cee81ve, but the 1mpo tant thing to racognize is thet_the
2d ‘ustuants take pldce at all. | |
d101pr001ty in gift ziving at weddings and ftnerwls hes cortein
erratic asvects from a strictly economic p01nt of view, for retlrn
uifts of cesh do not necesserily come in the snne year that. one'
gives gifto to otherse However,the prvctice of aiVing cesh when
no ettends a weddinp or funeral can be regerded as a builtmin
saving device for these meJor ex penees. Since tho contrﬂbutions
- made by euests lﬁrpely cover the costs of the occe51on, it is not‘
necessarv for 1nd1V1dual families to save the entire cost in |
advance or to borrow when the occ331on arises. The contributions‘_:
made, as a gueet at the weddinge and funerﬂls of others, become -
4 kind of tine payment apcinst the day when a 51miler need exists._
The fund-ruieinp effort to build a pagoda for the spirit of |
Marshal Nguyen Huynh bdc pres nts an 1nterestine combination of
religious and economic mot1vatione There 1s no. doubt that the

i

'v1llaver believe the spirit of the narshal 1e a protective

3 \‘\
R : 3 b

influence thet shiclde the v1lleﬁe from harn, end thev are anxious
4o ;

“to honor this Puvrdien spirit in suitnble feehion. However, the_"

,Mershel is elso a national hero ono the Villeee COUHCll 1e well

Tt "?

were of the potentiel economic benefit from tovriet v1sits which

5 T (O PR EER

”-the v1llqpe coulo reelize 1f the new pagode becamc an important

netiondl shrine.-'nven nt the present tine, the death anniversary

i i e

”'ffof the Marshdl draws visatore from a8, far nwav 28, baigon, end coun 1‘
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members envision a substantial increase in this type of homage if
the relics of the larshal are kept in'more impressive surroundings.
Looked at in this way, the expenditure in a new pagoda becomes an
investaent in tourist facilities fﬁlly as much as it represents

the construction of a religious symbol.

Ihstitutions other than religious or traditional practices
may also influence the capacity to adopt innovatibns. The Villare
Council, for example, has sought to impose a limit of ten hectares
on the amount of rice land a landowner may operate for his own
account. This is a reduvction from the thirty hectare limit which
the national-governnent has written-iﬁto the agrarian reform
prosram, but the rationale 1s the saﬁe in both cases, e.g., ﬁo
increase the amount of land available for tenants. The obvious
effsct df this ruling, as far as innovations are concerned, is theat
it reduces the potential income of the laﬁdowners and also acts to
preclude the uSe'of more extensive farming methods. However, ﬁheA
nunmber of residént oﬁner-operatofs affected by this ruling is so
small'thatuthé net effect is.really unimportant and it serves more
as an example of an iﬁstituﬁional check on prodﬁctivity‘increases,
enforced in the interests of providing wider ténant opportunities.

Finally, there is the_effeét of hasic attitudes which the
villagers teke toward thelr problems and their-posiﬁiﬁn in the
society - a relatively weak Seﬁsé of communal idéntificatioﬁ or
communal interest, and a conservative outlook thét is heavily tinged

with fatalism. Their individualism is surprising, given the
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communal orientation that heos characterized Vietnamese village

life in_north_and central VietNam, and it can have conflicting
effects on innovation and change. It 1s true that thare are
examples of communal effort to meet community néeds, and the
construction of irrigation cenals is one of them. However, the
drive behind this effort wag largely supplied from ovtside the.
v%llaged_by the-Fundamental Education‘Center. This is also true,;-
iné projectedlMaternlty Genter whightthe village planslto establlsh
‘2t some time. Withoﬁt vigorous leadership, these communal
~activities do not, seem to uet verv iar.a Thls is. furth T illustrated
by the Fﬁllure to ﬂ%t“bllsh 2 successful cooperative w1thout large
‘scale soverndent halp, or eyen toémakelmuch'headway wlth the idea .
of_cooperatidn to accomplish @lnor.goalse_\Strqng indivldualigm is
; also'responsihle'for the fréquént disputes‘ovér wat@r.l'Som< Tarmers
.h=ve refrsad to allow others to brlnv water across their lﬂnds to
irr1P>to flelds locxted f‘r from ‘8treans or cﬂntlo, and the villwwe,
oqtalns no r~"§campl*s of a w1de cffort to r?tlonpllze the vse of
water for the be nef1t of -ange”numoer of farms. . J

On the other hnnd ‘an indlvjouallstlc attitude on the part of
_ v1llageru &oes not make them opposed to chdngg. ﬁlharezls much |
jeVldence of a w1llinpnesa to chonpe, ag prev1ou5 examples hdve

'fshown.__Rather, it means thet they will be; more lncllnﬂd to think Qi;

.. their proolmms on an indlvidual household basis, and to be interhlf.

vt}feated 1n chanae which will bﬂnef;t them directly. In the case of .. L

'ﬁﬁsmal‘[l" dOWnerSm small t%nanta am§.7wborersg this will also be\VV*
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conditionad by their conservatism. Wiﬁh vervrsmall ﬁargins of
economic secvrity available to them, the risks of the unknown scem
vér& great. Even though pressnt circumstances may not hes very
satisfactory, they are interssted 6nly in those changes which will
brinr denonstrably large improvements in thelr situation. They tend
to feel that nost chances will cost too much, will require more
lend than thev have, or are beyond their reach in some other way.

Summary. -~ From this evidence of recent experience, and from
observation of village institutions and attituvdes, a few general
conclusions appear justified: | |

1. There are maﬁy indiéations that, in general, villagers
are open to new ideas and willing to incorporate nzw methods. This
does not mean that they will accept any and all suggestions offered
to them, buvt it does 9uggest that & reasonably’open'frame of mind
‘exists and the initial reaction will not be a hostile one. The
villagers have made important chanezes 1n the past, and they will
continue tolmake‘them‘where certain conditions hold trvs. Rituals,
ﬁabéos and superstitions do not constituvte an important bar to
innovation. | '

2. Innovetions which promise substantial increases in
productivity appear most highly valued and have been adopted rapid-
ly after ths advanfages have been clearly demonstraﬁea;‘ Wheré the
replécéneﬁt of'existing capital aquiﬁment is involved, the inno~
vation tekes place over a lonmer period of time becszuse many delsy

making the chance until replacement would normally occur. Financial
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restrictions can be a limiting factor in tne short run, but'where
marginal revenues clearly.exoeed merginal coste,'villagers.hnve
been wiiiing to borrow in order to use the new product or new idea
soon after it hds been introduvced. From this it‘would follow that
anything which promises-eventual improvement in prodvetivity, such
as improvenent in.irrigation, improvement in credit facilities, or
exp nsion in opportunities to obtaln land, would also find ready
acceotance. Innovations which promise an 1ncreose in leisure or

a reduction of phy81oal labor, for example, erouse-less interest
1f this is their only advantage. Similarly, villagers seem |
uninterested in acquisiﬂonofnewldnds of consumer goods, although
they are anxioue to obtain more of those with which they.nre"
already familiar. Modes of dress in the villv?e have changed much_
lees than in the lar zer towns; Thore seem to be relatively few
community-wide needs or demands, and while communal effort is not
unknown, comaunal values appear to rink below 1ndiv1dual ones.

If we could list the feactors which seem most related to the.
occeptance of chﬁnce, therefore, productiv1ty appears moqt importqnt.‘
Other thinfI belng equal innovations ‘with 1ndiv1dual impact tako;‘
hold more repidlv than those which requirb communa 1 action. _

| 3. The workability or advantoge of a new 1dea mst be v1sibly:
demonstrated before villaaers will begin to adopt it, and the
7 demonstration should be carried out bv villagers themﬂelvos if |
pOSSlbleu; Thisisa Well established principle of farm exten81on work

ti

| averywhere, but even though obvious it requjres empha31s again.; ‘;f
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If the risk to the experimenting farmer is small, and if he can
take paft'in the demonstration at little or no cost to himself,
cooperation would te genuine eﬁd wide—epread. Perheﬁs'the most
important lesson in connection with this genefei point‘is that
there ehould be careful preutesting of new products and new
varieties of plants and animals beforehthev are introduced into
the village} A svccession of failures, becfv e the suitabllity
‘ of.new varieties was not properly teeted; may generate long:run
skepticiem. 'Thie applies not only to the initial introduction o
new varieties, but also to‘theif effects over time. For exemple,
a control overiﬁter-bfeeding'withvioeelcetfains is difficult to
maintain, and subsequent issve may bfing'out the worst charac-
teristics of the eld and the news Careful pre-testing may mean
delajs at first but it is vitel‘to'succeesful innotation.

The foregoing is de51pn ed to leave an impre531on that the
‘prospects for innovation a1 good but it should not be 1nterpreted
as the picture of a society vndergoing vlgorous change at preeent
There are many thlngs'the villsgers could do now without large cash
outlays, but whi ch thev have not'done - inhovetions which reqﬁire
knowledge more than cepltal expensee. As exﬁmples, gerdenlng could‘
be 1mproved and expanded, they could experlment w1th water gates
to keep the etreams and canals fresh longer, they could take better
care of their stock and Jmprove breedlnn practlces, they could
uimprove weaving by ddinv new de31pne and new kinds of woven prOtucts.
If the product1v1ty of new methods could be well demonstrated in any

of theee areas, they would undoubtedly win accsptancs.
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Socizl Factors in Zconomic fctivity .

Communal vs. kinﬂroup or-ﬁeighborhood cooperation. -- The
picture of eeonomic activity in the villase of Khanh H$u wonld be
inéomplete'without-referénce'to some of the more important social
factors which affect it. Ths detailed informstion relating to this
aree 1s presented in the companion studyon.Socioiogical Aspectal,
andlreadefs are referred to this volunme for the empirical findings
ou which the following observations rest. This section will present
only the high points, for its main purposs is to serve as a bridge
between the two studies.

As mentioned earlier, the patterns of:cooperétion which exist,
rest on a base much narrower than the enﬁire village. In light of
the current ihterest in commuriity defelopment plans, in Viet Nam
_and elsewhare, the relation of villager to community'requiwes-albit'
more dnscrlptlon to place it in perspectlve with respect to the.
lmpllcatlons for economlc development. 7

The largest grouping within which there is,anything épproaching-'
a genuine“sense of community'idéntification and ‘interest is the
hamlet, but even-here‘the~numb ar of people mav be téo la args, or the-
settleﬂbnt pattern too spread out to encourage a strong communal

_ orientat¢on or sp1r1t.~ Certeinly the administrative v1llagerls=too;“

l See G L Hickey, .
Aspects (Salgon‘
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larze for this, for the communicafion betweeﬁ\hamlets is slow'end
difficult. The kinship pattern works against close intra-village .
contact and many of the villagers, therefore,.see one another

. infrequently. It is true that the dinh, the school and the council -
house-provide village focal points which draw people  for specific
purpdses, but this would not include all villagers, and some who
are drawn do not become involved to a very large extent. In brief,
the village is much too large and unwieldy to be_more than an
administrative unit, and it is possibly tee-large even for that.

The mos; commen forms of.cooperation.are found- in units
smaller than the hamlet, that is, in;the:small_clusters of dwellings
of more“errlees-well-defined neighborhoode.'-Theee-mey be people -

| who are reiated to eech other, comprising all er:part of an extended
family, bet they may also be people who simply’happened'to_settle 3
- close to one enothe and who have no close reletionshipiat all.
In either ca se, in lower rnd'middle.class_nei@hborhood groups of
thiskind, there 1e‘cooperation and mutval help. "Labor is ekchanged
1n the farm work or . for spe01al tasks like roofing or thatchlng
wells,.ane there are rare J01nt nei shborhood enterprioes:like5 o
. building-flsh-ponds° Here,qthere:ls some sense‘ofeidentityrwith
a-group,elerﬂer than the-houeehold-.butnnot-neceeeerily=COmpesed-
" of kinsmen. The essential- element is proximity, and therefore |
:e favejleb1l1ty for aid and assisteonce. .
R HQWever, it ie poesiblo to. make too much of oven this coopera-

,E;ption or. limited communel spirit. Although it exists end is importalt
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_tqithe lower and middlé class households, there remains a large
measure of activity that is centered in the individual household
=~ well over half of all economic activity being organined in that
way. Lconomic deéisibn making 1s on an individual basis, as is
theidirection of production and the disposal of the harvest.
.Conperation occurs only hetween lower and middle class nouseholds,
where the exchanze of labor can eliminate the need for ¢ésh out-
lnfs by farmers who.can 111 afford thém. Other than this thére is
little that is comannl in ;n all 1nclusive sense.

The failure of_the fnriers7 cooperitive in Khdnh Hau is an
illustration of thi‘é° It faced prohlem in soveral respects,
.financial nd orgnnizntional but an 1nport nt part of the
'difficulty from_the start lay in the lack of real community spirit.
Feople éeemed unable to transfér the pfactiée of neighbofhnod labof 
'_exchanye to . cooperation over a 1arge rea with people thay knew
less wello. The lack of communnl land in the Villwne is probably
significant in this context -- in a negative way. Unlike’ villages
in the north and central parts of Viet Nam, villaﬂers in Khanh HEu
~have no. backpround of heavy 1nvolvemnnt in the Wider comnunity
.through reﬁvlar participation in the redistrinution of communal &
land. .Lackinﬂ this Pind of experienoe, the reticenoe and suspicion 
‘which attended the forwation of a coopnrative becomes nore
'underst ndable. "  |

Tha canals dug in tht villape are examplcs of communal effort

(_that have been carriod to successful COnclusion« Yet hpre th@ .
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succeas was depondent la rgcly upon nncouraﬁ,nant and. diroctzon

from the top levels of Vlll?UO local wovornnent, backed by the
support of th\ Pundaqental udncation Contero There was, and
continues to be, scottered oppOSLtion to the canal building program
the prOJoct did not come from broad popular demand, and its success
has not spnrked support for more of th sane .

Tho losvon in this for futuro community dovolopmcnt or
communal projects 1s that in this part of Viet Nam at least it ie
unrealistic to_expeot_communal spirit or communal drive to cCarry
through these'kinos of Programs on‘o village-wide basis. Projects
~which require cooperation but which are limited to the nitural
cooperative areas, i.e., hamlets or smaller, would stand a much
better chance of bting acccpted and enthus1ast1oally cerriod out.

And perhaps most of all thore shovld be appre01ation of the vtlv
and potential guccess of projects which are oimed at the indiVidLal
household |

1onetiz tion of the economy. - Another aaptct of economio

behaV1or wnich in a way reflﬁcts this lack of commun1ty~mindednaos,
ig the hich deoree to which aconomic transactions have become
.monotized.' It has already been remarked that barter is a rela;

h tively unimportant mcans of exchanpeol Neighbors engagetin somo

' fbnrter on a vorv smoll scale, but the important needs are mot by
V'rmoney purchaseo This 1ncludes thinas which would at first seem to.
*»{;be free,rif-not bartered - the thatch for roofs and walls, the

'"manure left by cattle and buffalo, the htsks of thc rice, the rice
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straw, and, of course, the labor of men and animals. AccOrdinp to
the survey, around 43 percent of all farmers hire labor to some
extent, and over two-thirds of all adults hire out as laborers for
others. A1l cxchanege which takes place in the market centers of
Tén An and T&n Hdidne is for money, and the services of artisans,
weavers, mill optrators and tr“dlthﬂal physicians and geomancers
are paid for in money. |

 The fact that.most trensactions are in money does not mean
that cash holdings in typical housecholds are large. In fact, one
hears complainte thet money forrtransaction purnoses is in
chronically short supply. Numerous occasiong arose in the course
of the fl*ld work on which members of a houseuold could not supply :
the channc for a 50wVN note at the time of some small purchqse,
and even & canvass of the neighboring houses often failed to
Produce the necessary“smeiler notes forlchange. On the other hand,
most people receive only small amounts of cash at. a time, and they
spend most of it qu1ckly in small purchases of thinns that are
needed daily, When the v1llaFe has a-fcstival or celebration, cash
is found without difficultv to cover a lerpe part of the cost of
~ the feast and entertainnent, elthouqh V1llngers also bring food
offerinﬂsito'be'served.

Villqge people arelreadv to plnce money values on all items,

and expre s cvr1051ty over the cost of things which are unfamili \r
to them. They have fairly explicit idees of the value of the lnnd |

thev own or rent.- Nany show an awareness of price differentials ' :

.5,: TLEL T
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which exist between different towns or market centers, and 1nd1owte
a preferenoo for thz lower priced sellers. Traditional payments in
kind, such &8 the bride price, are beine supplanted in many cases
by cash pnymenUo,.wnd the solicitation of «ifts WhJCh takes plac

at weodings and funerals brings offerings in cash. Rental payments
are made in cash, particularly if the paddy is not Very,good and if
the landlord is a non~resident of the villege, although some.rents
are paid in kind.

The llotlnﬂ could be oontlnued but the p01nt can be mede
‘w1thout 1t -~ although the village presents a- picture of a peasant
eoonomy in many respects, a burprlsina volume of trunsactnons takes
place in money form, and there is omple ev1dence thnt the V1llagors
are eccvstomed to thinkinrr in monetarv terms 1n‘expre551ng.the valug

of ltems, in contemplatinp salos or purchas 8, and in planning
.future activ1t1es._ The continu1nw and undoubtedly expanding, use
of money wovld imply further weakeninv of any poasanb-communal

orientqtion which may have exlsted.

Goals and incentives-_m- An important clus to the attitude
'wnich v1llarers would brine to any proeram to spur economic
' developnent at either the local or the nﬂtlonal lovel .18 in the
Vgoals and inoentives toward which they currently work - This area
is perhaps no more lacking in concrote informot1on than many others,
but touchinﬁ asg it does on SUbTuCthG judpments, which many .

v1llowers heve nevor made articulate in their own minds before,.the

1mpressions presented here are offered with all due qualificanion.
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Sociel' als and Western etyle economlic incentives melt 1nto
~a blend that on bulence, favors 1ncrea31ng wealth and the ACCUMY -
lation of material goods. A man's SOCial position in the community
is determined pﬁrtly by his income and the kinde of prestiae items
‘which he can buy an¢ display. A position in village organizations
depends on one‘s ability to contribute finanCielly to their support.
Reepon51bility to one’s ancestors snd to the other mewbers of one's
fem1ly requires that the family cult be maintained with dignity
and proper honor,'that the house where the cult'is celebrated be
svbtqntial and handsome, and that one leave behind the means by
which descendants can continue ths cult on the eeme; or more
eleborate, scale. Provided it is reasonubly honest, the soclety
attaches no stigma to eny means of achieving social and economic
aoals. erohlnta'are as respected as farmers although the owner-
| ship of lend is con51dered important for oult purposee, even if
Parmin'r is not the primary source of income. The only feeture
offsettine thisg otherw1se strong set of 1nducements to material
adve neesent is the priority given to oonsumption in the course of‘
‘maintaining family and ville ge cults. This_deoreases, but it does
hot eliminete, the amount which could go.into more productive use.
Although thrift is not highly valued as such, people can and do
save. Only in this way can they attain the soc1al poals outlined
above. . . - . . . . .
When villapers were asked whet ambitions they hed for their

children their answers spread over a fairly broad area but
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interestingly, a1l showed a reddiness to see them move out of
'-traditionel pdths and 1nto new types of career. lioreover, the
answers varied between the 8001o«economic classes in ways which
revealed quite different 1dees of whet constitutaipOSSible, desirge
ble, and/or prestimeful occupations for children tofpursue.

A substantiel proportion of the answers eiVen by household
hezads in all socio-economic clnsses showed they hoped their children
would ; met @ aood educetion, sometimes qualified by Mas much as
possiole" or ."as much as we can afford." This view tended to
become more pronounced as one moved from lower to upper class
hOUSehOldS, but it was 1mportent in all In upper class households,
this was frequently linked with the hope that the children would
becone governﬂent civil servants, which was the career goal most
frequently mentioneo by that clsss. In contrnst middle and lower
class households coupled the desire for education w1th the hope
their children could achire edditlonal vocttional traininv or |
obtain Jobs in a fectory.‘ Lower cldss households also valued e
teaching career hivhly fOr thcir children, 51nni+icantly more so
than middle or upper cless household heads tended to don‘ Most

,interestinc of all perhaps, is the fact thet caroers in the

- military service end ferning received verv little support. bevernl

in fact, took special pains to complain bitterly about ferm life,
‘at the sqme time indicating they preferred their children seek a |
';career outside agriculture.- This opposition to ferminp was some-

~ what more pronounced emong upper end middle class household hends

S
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then amons lower class household heads, although probably not
significantly so. | |

One.pfobiem that arose in discuseions with heads of the very
poorest households in the lower class was thet they had never
thought of the fvture in concrete terws, and thersefore had no firm
goals and ambitioﬁs for their children. To people in this
category, the future eppeared 80 bhleak and withovt hope, that
‘pleneingifor their children*s future seemed pointless. Feeling
beaten by the circumstances in which they found themselves, they
saw no way to better themselVes or their children. When asked what
they wished for their children they replied only that_they hoped
they would make out somehow, without knowing, or apparently caring,
how this could be done. ‘

These are admlttedly thin reeds on which to rest a Judgment
in this area of goals and incentives. Nevertheless, to the extent
that replies and obeervatlons are indicative, the motivation of the‘
villagers is consistent with economic growth and development. Thisl
shows up in the village social environment, which favors growth
and the accumulaﬁien of material goods, thoﬁgh not essenﬁiallyi
cepital goods. .It also appears in the deeire for more edﬁcetion
for the children, and their preference that children go into ether
occupations thaﬁ.farming. What is impertant here is not the
-partlcular occupatlons mentloned but the willinpness to see chunve

take place, an attltude evxdent in households of ﬂll socio-~economic

classes.
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A Note on the American Aid Program

‘American aid from the village point of view. == A continuing

concern of those responsible fdf,'of interested in, the American
prOﬂrams of economic aid is whether or not this aid is "gettinw to
the people"' or "reaching the village level v Tt is getting there,
of covrse, in many ways not always known or recognizable by the, |
-villagers, or even by gorernment officials. The real question,
therefore, is not does it Tgat to the people“,'but whether it has
made any sipnificant difference in their lives or their standards
of liVinq, and also if the villagers haVe any idea of what the aid‘
program neans for them. | |

One problem arises throuqhsuse of.the term ¥aid" in describinﬂ
American overseas pro&rams. aid 1mplics aSSistance, but assistance
that is free to the recipient. In most cases the villager pays
for things brought in through the aid programs, and'is under=-
standably unable to recognize this:as maid.n ¥or example, a w1de
varietv of goods is imported into Viet Nam with dollar funds
granted 6 the Vietnamese government. These'dOIlars are sold by
: the governnent to private importers and the piasters generated by
these sales are placed in counterpart funds for use by the govern—
ment 1n its economic and defense procrams. This well known dev1ce
for vsing aid funds, which need not be detailed here, results in a ;
flow of commodities 1nto the normal commercial channels of the;'
economy,'and 700ds become available that world not otherwise bef‘

1mported.
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Thus, stores in the villege and in other market centers are
-filled with goods which heve been imported under the Commercial
Import Frogram ~- canned milk, plastic goods, writing materials,
the metal parts'for_farm”tools and implements, to mention a few.
However, both storekeepers and their customers pay for these
things, which accounts for the fact that some storekeepers when
asked, were unable to give any example of American aid, even when
surroundod by shelves full of goods that were brousht into Viet Nam
as part of that ald. The same thing- applles.to the fertilizer
which the farmer buys in TAn An, the medicines for men and animals
which can be pﬁrchased everywhere, the buffaloes imported from
Thailand, the mzchinery in the rice mills, the bicycles'and scooters
they vse and the buses in which they ride to town. A fen people
are nore or leos aware that the United States Government has
somethinv to do with 1mports of goods into Viet Nam, but they do
.not comprehend this ag "aid." Since similar imports of foreign
goods have Elwars been important slements in the standard of living;'
they cannot see how thinps hdve changed in any way, and specifically
how they are benefited. - | _ | |

There ‘have also been some attempts to- direct both governnental
and private aid to the v1llage. These include the imported strains

of chickens, pigs and vegetables given to villagers, Wlth the.
| largely unsatisf:ctory results described earlier. The NACO program .
has reached 1nd1v1dual farmers, and is for many the only agpect of

American aid of which they are aware.: The A51a Foundatlon has
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prov1ded funds for the construction of a kindergdrten and has
underwrltten the cost of the model fru1t and vegetable garden.

The Fundamental uduCQtion Centor w1th Ihxnco assistance, has
enconrapvd canal bnildlnF taught.classes in hoalth and child care,
manual arts, and has made an insecticide sprover available on loan.
In addition to the actval aid received posters showinp aid
'.act1v1t1es in other parts of Viet Nam are prominently displayed in
the CounCil House, the Information Hall, the school and on

bull etin hoards throuphont the v1llape. Considering all these
thinFs topether, the v1llage has thorefore actually received
directly and indirectly, a considerahle (laraely incalculable)
amount fron the VnTlOUS aid programs. "

The results, in terms of villape resction, are highly
interesting. Villaoers in the sample of 100 households were asked
ir they had ever heard how the Amerlcan aid program helped people
at the villaoe level and 1f they had, to explain how the program
' worked Since this questLon was searchinp for voluntary expre551ons
<on the part of the villagers, several ventured more than one
_oplnion and there was a wide ranne of v1ewpoints, Lumpina all
responses towother four fairly distinct attitudes omerged ranging
from one extreme to another Starting with the most favorable
replles, about 22 percent indicated they had. heard of the ﬁmerican
X _Aid program and thm,o-ht 11-, had helped the villagers. ‘This was not.
| alweys spelled out in detall, and thsre were Vﬂrying degrees of
enthu51asm but essentially thlo group registered a positive

attitvde.
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A second group, containing the largest number of replies
(40.3 percent), stated that they had heard of the American Ald
prosram, but either had a limited idea of what comprised the aid-
or couvld think of no way in which the aid had helped people in
this or any other villase. For ekample,.some thought American aid
consisted of go#efnment agricultural loans only, or loans to buy
buf%alo-only,:or was a fertiligzer credlt program only. Others said
they were too poor to beneflt from it, or had seen nothing to
enable them to Judge how, much help it had been. 7

A third group, cqnsistin z of 28.4 percent of the responses,‘_'
had never heard of American aid and had no idea correct or in-
corract, of how it worked. Some of the people in this category
had actually recelved loans from the government's credit program,
but apparently did not have any idea that it was related to
tmerican aid. Closely .connected to this, another R.8 percent
replied that American aid had. ceased, and that now all programs of_
credit or other assistance came golely from the_Viepnamese govern-
ment. _

The remainder of the replles can be groupad under side comments
;6n the aiq program, including gtatements that it had not heiped‘i_
the poorest-villagérs, that 1t would be helpful only if it were
~distributed on an equitable basis, that they personally had never
been able to buy fertilizer through any_of the dredit brograms,
- that they knew'people who were,dissatisfied with the codperative

(which was mistakenly believed to be a part of the ald program),



370

and so on. Proportionately,'these‘merexnot'Very important, and
1nvolvod only 5.6 percent of ell answers or. comments received,
but they can be considered as reflectlng obllquely negative
attitudes. ) ' |

The net effect of these attltudes is thot despite the fact _
that the 1d prosram does reech tho v1llege level in many ways, the
v1llaaers are elther unaware of it or hdve varvinp types of mis-.
1nformstlon about it. In one sense, 1t is not essentiel that the
donor, in this case the United Stetes, be Fiven credit in ell |
1nstances for the °1d it prov1des, but it is essential that the
v1lla¢ers be made qware that their problens are understood out51de
the v1llawe, and that active efforts are being taken to help them
overcome them. bubstpntial 1mprOVement in stendard of llVlnF et
,the v1llaee louel cannot be broueht about by quick simple prOJects.

The problem 1s much too complex for that and requires a massive )

¥ ’" \

development of the entire nationel economy to aCComplish importent'
ch nge in all sectors. ThlS requlres time, but while it is 1n
prooress 1t 1s equally important that the v1llaoers be given
concrete ev1dence of interest in their well-belng, Direct ald ”
which can be is entlfied as such of whioh the NACO credit proprem
is an excellent example, would constitvte the best wav to realize:'
this. In short, a two pronéed program is essential -- a coordi-_:i
nated program of economic develOpment on a nationel scale, much of

| which would be in the avricultural fie id) along with 2 series of
spccific{projects easily identifiable,'and de31vned to reach the
indiv1oual farmer and help himmeet some of his most crltical problems
directly "flw
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APPENDIX A
METHODOLQOGY OF THE STUDY - GENERAL

The study of a rural community.by people foreign to its
language and culture poses a number of enormous problemslfrom
_ the start, and those who read the final result.are entitled to
some:explanation of the manner in_which these problems were
handled,‘with or without.finalesuccess. In this and succeeding
Appendixes,_therefore,the.methodology.oflthe study is described
for the benefit of those who:may‘want‘to evaluate the results, as
well as those who may be engaged in a similar type .of work and
who would like to. aVOid pitfalls and false starts.

‘ The selection of the site of the study followed a period
of two weeks during which the members of the‘study groung1sited
several villages in the rice-growing delta region‘south of Saigon,
The final choice had tomeet certain criteria established in
advance, or at least come ae close_as=any other alternative. For
examnle, there mere still minor security incidents‘taking place
in the spring of 1958; at the time the‘study was getting underway,
and local'officiale at the Provincial level ano below.were reluc-
.tant to permit foreigners to stay overnight in the v1llages.r
- This meant that commuting from Saigon was, inev1table, and one of
‘the criteria was therefore that the site be within reasonable |
commuting dlstance from the city._ The group also sought a village_.

" that would not be a dietrict or canton headquarters, but that

=
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would be of average size, neither rich nor poor for the area,
primarily rice producing, and as far as coﬁld be determined in
advance, typical of the regiofi with'reepeet'to religious prac-
tices, methods of production,.and administrative structure..

The village of Khénh Hfu filled these requirements in all
respects, in ‘addition to which it ‘Kad some special advantages
and some definite disad#antages.‘tOf'the latter, the most impor-
tant was the fact that it had beén selected as the site of the
Fundamental "Education Center, which is a training’school for
teachers. “With UNESCO assistande, teachers are trained here to
organize community projects so that upon graduation and eventual
'aseignnent'in rural areas they ¢an” spark and direct programs of '
local improvement. ‘Since the Center”nad‘been in the village for
about 18 months at tne”time;jthere was a possibility that it had
brougntwéhéngedin the village to a degree that made the village
no‘ioﬁéef typical of others in the area. Further, thé preserce
of the Center had made it a popular place forIOffieiallviéitefS'
from Salgon thereby enhancing the possibility that the inhab-
itants’ “Peceived- mach more attentlon than would be the case in
'_othefJV1llageB nearby, and also more assistance in one form or_'
anothef. ' SR | | | '

Howeverj“e:few’?isits'tefthe viliege'conVinee& the study
- group that most of the villagers were quite unaffected by these .
developments. " The program of the Genter had not been in full

°pefh’°"i"5ﬁ"w long énough to make a substantial dent in local practiéeé’}'
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and village contact with official visitors was minimal because
they rarely got into the village proper. On the positiue gide,
a very warm relationship haé developed betueen village officials
amd Mr. Nguyen Van Mung, a staff member of the Center who was |
tHen residing in ths village_and.who'had numerous contacts among
the villagers as a result of his attempts to help and work with
them. M. Mung became interested in the study, ‘and kindly
offeredlto,introduce the members of the study.group and ease
their‘aCCeptance by the villagers by acting as unofficial
sponsor. Because of the existing security problem at_the time,
rtbe problem of_acceptauce by the;villagers 1oomed as aicritical'
_“ome, and the offer of help in estahllshiug'the‘role of the group
became a very great advantage“in.selectiﬁg”the site. On balance,
therefore,.Khanh Hay seemed very much like other'Villages‘in
the area. in all respects but there was the added gain’ that 1t
promised more rapid acceptance than the others._'4

From the beglnning, -the group sought to establish a role foré
itSelf as composed of un1vers1ty teachers interested solely in
learnlng as much as possible of life in a Vletnamese rural
community. _Great»emphasis_was placed on the fact thatlthe study
was not connected with;thetAmerican_aid:program in.anyfwajj_and
that the villagers_couldsnot expect_any-immediate benefits'fromp
it From time to time. thelgroup made contributions to.village
| festivels or special fund-r aising efforts, but always in amounts ;

comparable to those given by villagers themselves. Members also

o
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gave simple medicines, such as aspirin or malaria pills, to

- families they came to know well an&'WHo'werehin*ﬁeedevthém;suﬁm,a"

donated ‘prizes for the ceremonies at the end of theé school
year, ard gave ‘clothing and candy to the school for ‘distribu-
tion to podr children at the lunar new year. Howe%er;‘efforts
were made to keep this at a level ard in a manner/wh1ch would
be 51milar to the normal charlty of other villagers, and never
as payment for 1nformat10n received. = | |

In retrospeot, it is probably truelthst'most-villagers
never quite belietedlths'group‘Was composed of disinterested
observers3 end'oontinﬁeo'to think that'sone'Specificlbenefit'
might come’ t0-the villags 'as the result of our presence. “Since
this'was'neVer"promised- theré“could'be‘no basis'for disappointn'
ment, ‘but 1t nevertheless must have been present to some extent
throughout. The Village Council did ask small favorw frOm trme
to time == the’ lodn of a car to visit district Headquarters, to =
hand<carry a letter 'to a government agéncy in Saigon, -- but
alWayswnithinﬁreeson}i”Tﬁe'members"of the group tried to avoid
being'drewn-intofpértldlpation in villege'deoisions,‘Qnd'thsf":
 Village Council respedted ‘and complied with this positidi..

" The study is domposed of thrée sections =< the docial,
administretfveTena:edondmlc. ‘Eaéh‘mémse}“df~the group carried
on his own investigation, but at the sare bire sHared notes and -
experiences ﬁlth’the:otners.' To widen the:coveragé as much-as

possible, the group antlcipaﬂed areas of poSsible 0verlap and

ppiE PR =
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allocated the study of specific topics to eliminate the overlap.
Still, in some waye, the members of the group participated
together. For example, at village ceremonies the members
dressed in traditional costume and took part in the ceremonies
along with other notables of the village. This was done at

at the request of the Village Gouncil,.and from all appearances .
village reaction to this type of activity Was-quite favorable.
Some of the older people assumed ‘that traditional Vietnamese
dress was_staﬁdard.in the_United States, and asked why members
of the group did not.wear their gowne and,turbané more often.
Aside from village or school functions, hoWever, each member

did his own_interviewing, apart_fromuthe others, following
methods which he decided for himself. - _

One thing that dominated thinking;about the village‘studyﬂ.
was awarenesS of the recent paat as it affected the villagers.
The yeare of war and .insecurity made them cautious and suspi~
cious,_and 1t was decided to avoid all questions which touched
on political beliefe or loyalties, and to minimize questions o
which dealt_with sensitive'areae;auch-as-savingsaand_crop‘yieldS"
if people-seemea uneasy about them.. The group decided-it would
be better to omit whole areas of‘interest and . importance rather
than to try for information about Them if the attempt created

SUSPiQ%thapﬂ;@l?t?ust°= Perhape the group was overly cautious

1in this respect, but this accounts for some of the gaps which.

are in each'of'the studies. However, the disadvantages ‘inherent

#
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in the decision were fully realized and thoroughly discussed
before the study began. | | o

For the first several months of the field work, inters "
viewing was non-directive, and the impressions'and'inforheﬁien:'
- gathered during the early period formed the basis for more direct
gquestioning at a later stage. A common apprOach:wee to walk
along the village paths 6r through the:fields, stopping to watch
people at work, and leading into conversation by asking about '
their current activity. If the person seemed inclined to talk,
the conversation could'usuaily“be'sﬁeered;into'topics that the
interviewer wanted-to discuss.”  If the response was negative;
the irterviewer moved on to something more promising. Most
people were ffiendi&-and'willihg'ﬁb‘talk=dﬂ¢é"tﬁe’ﬁatufe of ‘the
conversation became known and ‘it was evident that tHé“tepié was
nofi<threatening. In this way, too, ‘a“number of close acquain-
tanéeships - developed among the villagéfs, and over time many
of them became reliable sources of information on & ﬁide.variety
of subjects. Toward the end of thé field work, mémbers of the
group ténded te seek out thé more codﬁefafive and ihformedJOfltHe'
'viiiegere5‘bv then well knoWﬁ as such, end'ask for’enswefs'tb'f
spec1flc p01nts on which there was incomplete or’ COntradlctory
information’ from’ other sources.
| This early backeground provided the basis on which a sample
of twenty families was selected ﬁo-conduct a family budget survey.

People could be asked to assist the group in what was an unfamiliar
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and unusual task once the group had established a role for itself;“’
and, more_importaﬁtly, once it was possible to select households
who would be responsible in keeping the records. It was also
important to the larger survey, for the knowledge of village
life and village conditions derived from the non-directive interw
viewing was extremely helpful in making up the qdestionnaire
that was used in the survey. Being aware by then of certain gaps
in knowledge about the village,,thé questionnaire was designed
to prOVide’some'quantified date in ﬁhoSe areas.. Finally, the
early experience was helpful bécauéé everyﬁhgusehold in three
hamlets had been ﬁisited at least onbe in the course of previous
interviewing, and villagers therefore ‘had no occasion to fear or
suspect the interviewers or the questionnaire. The result was
willing-cooperatidn with the survey in almost every household,
The study of economic actiﬁiﬁy'had a further source of
iﬁformatiOn in the gillage records. Fortunately, these were
intact for several years.back, and while there are several_grpundsf'
on which to doubt the accuracy of some of them, in general, they
were probably fairly reliéble.'_Census‘data'and té@ancy data_wefe
the best, bﬁt'the'data-for rents and yields was Subject to qualif
fication. Land records were also accurate, but there was a
.proﬁlem in identifying owners becauSe"tﬁa'ﬁa&es“are”changed _
| infrequentiy.l*The size bfiﬁhe:ﬁfdpértiesﬂwag"neVer in question;

but actual ownership ofted was, Tex data and Village Council
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.. budget data were also fairly complete and probably. reliable,_‘
_although. all records contalned minor arlthmetlc errors from

tlme to. time. N o

Thus, the basic approach to the problem of data collectdon
.J:for the\studyﬁoj\cconomlc_octlv;ty_was.toﬂgather allmwrlppen.h
records,and.digost phese).ap the:samo time to con@uct_nopg B
_,dirocpive interviews as widely as possible. After several
“months,‘a_family'budget_survey_wooﬁcported,_and_finally:a...
quospionnaire_was_preparedﬁgnoiapoapple of 100 households was
tested. Thfoughout the latter stages there was increascd Tﬂ:
. reliance on selected.informants for checking information. .
tobpgined_in;all,theuother ways.

The time Spentwon:the.oppdy_wgsag.paramoter,‘not,a variable,
apo;oncclthef;nitialrpcpmiosioquas grantod_thoye;was‘a maximum
of fifteen mongho.in:which tolcomp;ctela;lﬂfield work and.
present an initial report such as that to which this is attached.
. This gayelenoqgh time to see a.complete. cycle of rics production

:and chowintoryon;qu§lqck.pe;iod,[gspwol; as time to witness
each of the major celebrations which took place during the year.
;:Ficld‘york_coosistéd of abogq;eighp”monphs, during which time

_each:mcmbor_spent_threc to,foﬁr.day%;a wook in“thc village, and
the rest-of the time writing, notes.h.Thére were also other-calls
';on the time of all members of the group for teaching, for
‘adminlstrative duties, and 1n ~other research cqnducteq at, the .

same time. The study of the rural community was the major_

“n
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research activity for all, but it was imidssiblé'to devote full

time to it by virtue of the nature of the other duties all were

required to fulfill. This represents an important limitation
on the study, as the writer is well aware, but if ‘reéognized” =

as such the ‘proper allowances ¢an be made in comsidering the ~ "+ °%

results obtained. °

vt e gL Tam
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APPENDIX B
THE SAMPLE SURVEY

| The sample survey was carried out in order to getlsqme
quantified data -on a wide range of questions, but With,pérti-
culaf emphasis on secondary production and farm imprqyemenps,
It was also designed to get responses to questions that”would
indicate something of attitudes toward work, toward change, and
toﬁérd plans for the future. The survey was conducted in the
last stages of the field work, after there had been ample
opportunity to learn something about the village via other
means, and therefore know what questioﬁs still remained which
could be anﬁwered by the questionnaire method.

The questionnaire was drawn up in January, 1959, and was
revised, shortened, and pretested over the period of the next
four months. It is included in this Appendix for detailed
examination, but, in general, it attempted to ask questions
only on matters which the head of the household could be expected
to know with some accurécy, énd which he would be willing to
answer without distortion or evasion. Thus, for example, it
was decided in advance that villagers would be willing to answer
questions on their debts, but mot on the yield from their farms,
‘and the questiohnaire therefore contains questions on debt but
not on incomé, The questiohnaire was divided into four parts,

of which all household heads answered the first three, but only
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farm operators'answered all four, The first part, in part,
was filled in by the 1nterv1ewer before the interv1ew began.
Questions were phrased in such a way that the answers would
be 51mple and concrete, a large number of them requiring only
"yes" or "mof replies, but in a few cases the questions were
left open to see what responses would be given without
prompting. " o . o

The sample size of 1OO households was fixed after discus-'g
_sions with some of the U S. and U N-, technical adv1sors
attached to the Institute of Statistics Department of National
Economy. On the basis of their sxperience in other parts of
Viet Nam, this number is regarded more ‘than adequate for village
sampling purposes. It represents about one-sixth the total
number of V1llage households, and about one-third the total
number of households in the three hamlets from which the sample
was drawn. The hamlets of Ap Dinh ”A" and "B" and Ap Mdi were
\chosen because they represent a continuous residential area
containing about half the village population, the Village
1 Council house, the school and the village gin_. It is as
homogeneous a grouping as exists in the entire administrative
N village, and it is also the most accessible for interviewing |
Purposes-L‘A" | P ‘,« B | _
o The sample was stratified on the basis of socio-economic‘.
‘fhclass.” These class distinctions rest on a number of considera-‘

h SRR
_ tions, which are dealt with more fully in the companion study

&
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by G.C. Hickey, but for purposes of stratifying the sample

the sole criterion used was the amount of land a family owned

or rented. Thus, upper class households were definedlas.all
those who own more than 4 hectares or rented more than 5 |
hectares of rice land,.middle class households were those“

owning between 2 and 4 hectares or renting between 2. 5‘and.5

- hectares of rice land; the lower class households included all
those falling below this, even those who had no land at all.

The assumption underlying this definition was that those within
the limits chosen were in approximately the same economic and ,
social position and that they were distinguished from the other..
classes in several ways.' The relative proportions of the total
v1llage population falling w1thin these classes was determined
from v1llage land records. A rough check of the reliability of
this as a measure of class standing was obtained by comparing
these with the: percentages of different house types in the
village. This latter was available from a survey of house types:
~ conducted by Dr. Hickey. In other words, the proportions fall-

- ing within the social classes, as defined above, and the _ | )
proportions of houses of brick frame and thatch in the village
were about the same. The survey later confirmed that there is .:‘
a relationship between the socio-economic classes as defined o
and the type of house in which they live. On these grounds, the'
sample was composed of 12 upper class households, 18 middle class

'households, and 70 lower class households.
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The actual households in the sample wers chosen randomly
from the Village census records by use of a table of random
numbers. Landowners and tenants were 1dent1fied and a preli-
minary as51gnment to a class was given to each household on the
census records. A random sample was then drawn from each
gtratum thus identified in the census data. However, at the time
of the interview this preliminary designationlwas checked by
direct question, and if a household waslincorrectly identified
in advance, the class designation was changetho the correct
one. Thus, a few households wers found to be incorrectly
“identified, and replacements for them were drawn again on a
random bas1s.

_ The questionnaire was originally written in English but
subsequently translated into Vietnamese, and - the language used
was thoroughly checked to elimingte any type of ‘usage which |
might be ambiguous or 1mpolite. Although the writer accompanied
the 1nterv1ewers in the pretesting and the 1n1tial 1nterviews,
lthe bulk of the actual 1nterv1ew1ng was done by two research
a551stants, both of whom had been connected w1th the field work
for several months and were familiar w1th the village and the
kinds of problems on which further 1nformation was needed.”

& number of problems arose in the course of the inter-‘
v1ew1ng, none of them of critical importance, but they represent
Ifactors to consider in any subsequent 1nterv1ew attempt of this

kind in a rural area. The writer is particularly indebted to

A
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Mr;fﬁguyen.van'fhuan'for'reporting on them from his experience:
The presence of a:foreigner'atman“interview'of thislkind,‘i.e,,
where a questidnnairelis used, is regarded by the Vietnamese
interviemees as a mixed blessing¢ On the one hand 1t may be
considered an honor to the house and the members react
accordingly. 0n the other, it may make the members of the
household more formal, and therefore more hesitant to reply
fully. This is not necessarily true of the non-directive )
'questioning that took place at an earlier stage, for this was
usually done Without notebooks, and conversation often ranged
over a number of extraneous t0pics of all kinds, With the result
that the atmosphere was much less formal. Again there is
constant neéed to aV01d anything which could be interpreted as
threatening, éven in the most remote way, for a hatural suspicion
of strangers has been fortified by war and insecurity.

: | There are a number of things which are important to the
national who attempts an interView of this kind, There is, for

; example, a language problem to some extent.' Although Vietnamese
is standardized throughout the country, there are regional dif-
ferences of accent and idiom. Villagers often have difficulty |
in understanding a different accent in this case the inhabitants
of this southern village sometimes had trouble in understanding
the language of people who came from the north. Tt is prefer-
able, therefore, that the national he familiar with the local :

accent, In this particular study, the interviews’ were conducted
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by two,staff assistants, one of whom was from the south and
whose accent was the same as that of the villagers.

~Nationals should also av01d any mannerlsms which could be
interpreted as overbearing, superlor or impersonal. This can
creep in through the‘language used, and the willingness or
unwillingness to spend a certain amount of time in preliminary
pleasantries.ﬂ A pleasant manner and a sympathetic approach win
cooperation,_but_anything which implies that the interviewees
are bachward or ignorant will turn them indifferent and unrespon-
sive, However, it is equally important that the interviewer
avoid extravagant flattery or false heartiness of manner, for
the people of the village are sensitive to the motives of the .
outsider, and would react as unfavorably to false good humor
~as they would to smug superlority. Praise or congratulations,
| if they are in order and the reason for them comes up naturally,
are always welcome, but it must be genuine. | .

Although 1t has already been mentioned above, it is worth
repeating that the interv1ews cannot start immediately, but should
be preceded by a short period of general conversation, inquiring
_after the.health of family members, rscalling,some mutual
'eiperience, and so on. There was an advantage in . this survey
gin that one member of the interv1ew team had visited each haouse
in the sample on a previous occasion in another context, and.
Itherefore was already acquainted with the members. of the houses

hold at least to this extent"-This-madeﬁths.ﬂwarm-yp"uperigdfm«
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mich more natural than it"might'otherwise havé been, for there
was the previOus:expefience to build upon. - |

"There was'¢onsiderable difficulty in lobating the house=-
holds selected for the sample, for the practice of name-avoid-
ance among the villagers méant that“many could not idéntify'
‘their near neighbors by the names contained in the census ‘rolls.
Further, they could give direétions only_byIIOGal landmarks such
a5 a special tree or‘bush, arpiece'of"field, a fehée; énd'similan
things. It was finally necessary to plot the location of the
entire sample in advance with the assistance of the deputy chief
of the village, ome of the few men who knew the given namé‘énd'_
the alias of each household. -

Lower class household heads tended to be less précise in
‘their answers than upper class or middle class household heads.
- This was not always ﬁnwilliﬁgﬁesé:to answer, but simply a
vaguenesé of detail on matters whiCh”they may have never con-

‘sidered befors. For”éxahple,’an answer of "no" might really

/- mean "mot much," and the interviewers would sométimes repéat a

" ‘question after sevéral minutes pd'éée if there was céhfifmétion.
of the original ahswer. “If the secaﬁd¥fé§ly was different; the
interviéwer‘woul&mﬁheﬁ'try to“find'oﬁt“%hy'theré.wés the dis-
erepancy, and eventually:get“éh:accurate fesponse. This meant
departing from the exact wording and order of the prepared

“ questionnaire, but this was permitted on the assumption that the

dbffecteduréﬁly“WOuld‘Bé~more'ab€ﬁfat€ than acceptance of the

&
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first one offered, Aled, as mentioned in the text, some of
thehpoorest families were unable tpggive specific ambitions
for_their children apparently because they had never throdght
in terms of,anything'other,than a hope for some slight, but
unspecified, improvement in their position in life. The_more
prosperous households, hewever, often had ﬁell defined plans
fgr the future. __ o .

The interviews tended to last about 45 minutes for each.
~In some cases, it was finished in.a shorter period of time, but
this was rare. The need to. spend a small amount of time in
generel conversatien, some problems of communication due to
. accent differences, and some re-phrasing of questions to .
determine the consietency of responses aceeunted_for the delay,
but in a majerity of‘the households this was not excessive.

Finally, it 13 importanrthat the intervxewers enjoy thelr
_ work understand tht is being. attempted .and be sympathetlc

_w;tn the appgeacn, Fleld ,work is often hot and dirty, and .
~there are_numenons frnstrathne_of ell“k;nds, .A person who
looks upon the work as "a job" ie‘tnepeﬁore less likely to -
accept the workinglconditione in a fname.efmnind'condncive to

effective relations with the people -he is interviewing.
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~ APPENDIX vCW
The Family Budget Survey

In order to obtain some concrete daté on the amounts
spenht regularly by village‘households on'food and non-food items,
- gfdﬁp of 20.hoﬁséh01ds was asked to keep regular daily records
of expenditures or equivalent values of goods supplied from
" their own farms or gardens. 'Testing of a form to be used for
this began in September, 1958, and by October, 1958 the actual
survey began with a slightiy'modified budget record form. Records
were kept over a period of'eight weeks, which included two ard .

three weeks before the harvest of the first rice crops and five

- “or s8six weeks after it.

Keeping records of this kiid was a new experience for
‘villagers, and the selection of the'sample"therefore involved
"éHddSing,thOse who were krown to the interviewers, and who would
be willing to keep accurate records. ‘Thus, the sample was hardly
a random one, the selective factor being knowledge of marking
 and writing and willingness to take part in the experiment. An
';atfempt“Was-méde’tO“ihciude allW36di64econ0miéfclasSes; But, in
fact;ltﬁe”fiﬁai‘éémple did ‘hot contain either any of the very
‘richest or the very poorest households in the villége; .It did,
however, contain a broadly representative group of the three
.main=socio-economic'classes; 'The number chosen, 20, reflects

‘the simple meqhanical difficulty of serviciﬁg a large number of
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households. At the beginning of each week, each household was
giyen‘a form for each day of the following week with instruc-
tions to fill in a new form for each day at the end of each day.
At the same time, the daily budget forms for the previous week.
were_collected, and_reviewed.on the‘spot to see if there were
any questions or discrepancies to ﬁiscuss_with the head of the
household. This collection and distribution of forms was a. very
time-éonsuming task, for each call involved a certain amount. of
general conversation and tea-drinking that tact and village
courtesy required. As a result, this would take the better part
of one day each week, and the decision was made to limit the
number of househoids in the sample to no more than 20 on grounds
that it would be too time~consuming to attempt more.

The small size of the gample is, therefore, a cause for
some concern, but it reflects a limitation of resources. Over
the eight week period, there was an opportunity for unusual or
abnormal expenditures to cancel out in each group, with the
result that the final impression is probably a valid picture of
actual expenditures by households in three sociofecdnomic classes.
The need to enlist the cooperation of the household in this type
" of survey limits the range of village households which would
enter the sample, for not all households were willing or able to
participate. Again, this is not conSidered a serious limitation,
for.as.far as can be determinéd from observation, the hougeholds
included in the sample had standards of living no different from

- others in the same socio-~economic class.

ane
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Some check on the replies was made by appearing in house-
holds at mealtimes and observing the size and content of meals.
The most probable source of under-reporting, to judge from this
type of check, was in vegetables and fish supplied directly, aé
indicated in the text. However, this is not a major under-
statement for in terms of either value or volume, increasing these
items will not change the basic expenditure patterns to a signi-

ficant degree.



VILLALGE STUDY QUISTIONNAIRE

Part I - External Observations

- INSTRUCTIONS: The following questions can be noted down
- by the interviewer without asking any direct questions.
-7

'his may be done hefore or after the interview itself.

1. Identification number of house Hamlet
2. The type of house is predominantly:

Thatched roof with thatch walls
Thatched roof with wooden walls

~Tile roof with wooden walls
Tile roof with brick walls

3. The house has:

dirt floors
cement floors
tile floors

L. Determine the category of the interviewee and check the
appropriate one listed helow:

-landowner
owner-tenant
tenant
laborer
artisan
other (Specify)

5. Check the proper 50010 economic cldssificatlon.
Clsss I Class II Class IIL __ (ours)
Class I Class II Class TII _____ (actval)



Part II - Family Information
1. What is the main occupation of the'head bf the household?
(If the head of the hovsehold is a wonan, check here

Years EIxperience
gn His Own

farmer (landownsr or tenant)
artisan (specify) : '
storekeeper -
merchant
laborer
other {specify)

2. Does the head of the household also work as:

yes no
hired farm labor L
-hired-non-farm-labbr S _
rice merchant
storekeeper
artisan {specify what kind) T
| other (specify what kind) ' o
3. Does the wife of the family: e R
N . P T fenonnmee Nellw o2
“yes om0
work as hired farm labor n
work as hired domestic help N
‘weave articles for 'sale . o
gell things from house to house _ L
work as housewife only T
4. Do your grown sons-living at home (over 12 years of &ge): n.e.
o yes no
~ work as hired farm labor e e SR
swork.as hired non-farm. labor L e —
work as hired artisan S o S
‘do other work :{specify) - ,
continue schoollnp : o o



3 " Part II .

Do your grown davghters living at home:
e

~work a2s hired farm labhor
work as hired domestic help
weave articles for sale
sell thinss from house to house
do other work (specify)
continue schooling

i

T S
|

How many people in the household work for income?

people

(a) Did the head of the hovsehold attend school?
Tes _ No

{(b) If "yes¥, how many years? ____ years

(a) Do all the children in the family who are of school age

(6-§z12)iattend school regularly? Yes 1o

{b) If'“no”,*Whyﬁdo_some not attend?

. needed to work on farm . -
too far frow school. .
t0o0 expensive to send. them

too ill to_ attend R
do not feel it necessary to .. 1.

send them R
other (specify) ~

(a) Haénany ﬂemberlof your househdld moved away permanently
- from Khanh Hau in the last 15 years? yes .no

(b) If "?és", what was his relationship to head of household?

son daughter brother sister grandohiid__m

(c) If "yes®, where did they move? (specify)
when? '

(d} If Tyesh, what do they do in their new residence?

(e) If “yes“,-why'did they move from Khanh Hsu?




Lo Part II

10. (a) Have you ever visited Ssigon-Cholon? Yes No

(b) If\”yes”;_how many times did you go last year?

(c} If "yes", why did you go?

for amuseusnt : to attend national fetes
for business - to visit relatives
’other (spe01fy)

1l. Would you move to Saigon if you thought you could find work
there? Yes 1o with qualifications
Specify qualifications: :

12. Check if the household has: -

safe w e - wardrobe :
sewing machine . wrist watch’ L
presdure lamp wall clock
portrait photograph _ . .. - marble top t table _
brass altar fixtures ______ ~  bicycle
set of armchairs and . motor scooter or bike
¢eénter table C glass front cabinet
plant in chinaware .« opw expensive fountain pen ___
pottery - “radio
fresco with Chinese S
characters

13. What things wOuld you buy first if you had the money to buy
‘ them. wi thout difflculty? = _

IuoluT“”LOma. List at least four 1tems that are volunteered
_and, do not - attempt to. suggest thlnas. :

_-F%kuml—f




Part III - Household Fconomy

1.

‘ Ka) Do you ever sell vegetables? yes : Rele

Does the family have a garden? “yes' - no

{(pb) If fyes'™, what proportion of your vegetable crop do you
sell in 2 good year7_

1h__ 1/3__ 1/2__ 2/3__ 3/h___ all

(¢} If iyest, what proportlon of your vegetable crop do you
gell in o bad year?

Ve Y3 Y2 2/3_ 3k ell__

rt——

S

(a) What money income do you get (estimsted) for your vegetable

crop in a good year? PVN
(b) what money income do you pet {estimated). for your vepetable
~crop in a bad year? - o WVN
Do you raise_fruit?'_yeS" | -, ho
(a) Do you raise fisnh? yés . mno

) (p) If ”ﬁo“,ﬂwhy,don?t you- raige fish now?

no fish pond ' no cqpltal :

small homeplot . too difficult to raise ~
not interested T no time for care .

no water avmllable D

Since most Deople in rural areas mist borrow money from time
to tite, are you presentlv in debt to someone° '

yeSﬂh. . : o

If the answer to the previous quostlon was ”yes"_ ask all the .

-parts to this question. If "non™, omit this qunstlon.

(a) Do you have more than one credltor° yves o no

(b) Who (i8) (are) your credltor(s)?

landlord . Ten 4n moneylander
~loecal storekeeper thl
relative x

e 'Povernmeht S0y
'-other (spe01fy) _ :

¥ Iffl -* _I
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11.

()
1z

.'”(c) If “yes"

Part III ..

(c) wWould you mind indicating the amount of debt you

_ have? WVN

(d) What is the rate of interest you must pay°

-per month

(e) What has been happening

- percent

to the average size of your debt

in the past several years?

Increasing
(f) Why is it necessary for

to buy fertilizer |
to pay planting expense

decreasing

‘ahmtthssmm-
you to borrow?

to repay old debts
to buy food and

.to pay medical bills 1 necesgsities
. to pay tazxes o to pay for -
other (specify) ' ceremonies —_—
(a) Do you own any water buffdlo° ‘yes“ no: -
(b} If "yeSW,:hqw;many.dq”you‘have?
(a) Do you an_ﬁpﬁ cattle? yes no
(b) If ”yeSﬂ, how msny do you have?
(a) Do you raise pigs? yes | no _
(b) If vyesn, how many do you generally raise~p@rhyear?
(c) If "yes", do you raise them for your own use onlv°
(a) Do you raise chickené° ves __ no .'
.If "yes*, do you ralse them for your own use only
. yes o no IR
(p)'If'"yes“,,dd'vou sell e?ps° .fesuu _ | 'noh' 7
{n) Do you raise ducks? yes | "1r'nd
‘(b)-If'"yes" do you raise them for. your own use only°
NYRS e pg t N0

de” yOu‘séll'Qgg§2f yes;: ‘no -

T
“



13,

14.

15,

16.

17.

(b} If you ever listen, where do you go?

7 Part III

(a) Do you buy your own rice? yes ' no

- o ———

‘(b) If %iyes', where do you buy 1t?

village store ‘ Tan An market

nel ghbors ' : Mytho market .
wherever it is cheapest other market

(a) Do you listen to the radio?

reavlﬁrly ' ' seldom
occa81onally . nesver

|

Do you reed a newspaper?

regul.rly ' . . seldom.

L — ——o—

occa81on llv never

If you ever work as a le borer for others, whqt kincs of labor
do you perform in the course of an ordlnary year?

farm work . roof repair ___ -~ digging and
construction of houses mounding _____ brick
and masonry work . making implements -

other (spe01fy) '

If you work as a laborer, “how nany months of "regular" work

© do you get during thei:course of the year? __ months

18,

19.

‘about ways to 1mpvove farming methods? o, M

(Note: "regular® work mesns at least 4 to > ddys of work a
week, on the average.) u
I ’ S

Do you ever read, or have read fo you$ publicmtions whlch tell

yes ___ . no

What ambhitions do you hqve for our children (1;e{;‘whét would

~ you like to see them become in ife)°



Part IV - Farm Operations

1. (a) Do you own or rent any rice land? yes no

(b) If "yes", how much owned? _ha How much rented?
7 ha - EEamnd

INSTRUCTIONS: If the answer to Question 1 abhove is yes", ask
all the questions which follow. If the answer is "no", do not
ask any further questions. :

2, (a) Do you hire labor to help you during the year? yes
no

(b) If you hire labor, do you make ahy special effort to hire
relatives before others? yes no

3. When you sell your rice, to whom do you ordinarily sell?
| village merdhant |

~buyer from Tan An
others (specify)

buyer from Cholon
buyer from
~village nearby

L+ Of the rice you sell, when do you sell it?

. Immediately after harvest gsome right after,
-~ -hold until price ig best T gsome later date
. sell in small amounts . other (specify)
- throughout year ' ‘ o -

5. Where do you prefer to mill your rice?

Ap Vinh . Tan Huong . Tan An At home
Other (specify) ,

6 {a) What is the reason for your preference in rice mills?

least expensive mill: . mill owner friendly

mill more convenient mill gives less

other (specify) broken rice
 6.b)Which of the following do you own? .

plow (Vietnamese) plow (Cambodian)

harrow o - water wheel _

winnowing machine , shovel or dieging tool

hoe : rice mill

saw hammer '

axe gickle or gcythe

threshing sledge mortar '

roller other (specify)

LoTa
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8.

Qv

10,

11.

12,

g , . Part IV . = .- O

INGTRUCTIONS:  Ask the following question, but then wait for
an angwer. ILf you get a reply, write down the main items

in the space marked 7 (a). If you get no answer, check this
box /7 and then go through the” check list in 7 (b) marking
all items for which you get an affirmative reply. :

In what ways have you changed yovr methods of farming since
you first started on your own?

(a)

{b) use chemical fertilizer " use insecticides
changed type of plow plant new vegetables
plow deéper more shallow ZrOwW new
fruits use more water for irrigatlon
use more ___ less____labor grow new rice varletlies

use different thréshing technique have not changed
techniques at all

How meny varieties of rice do you ordinarily grow?

‘Do you get two crops of rice per year from your rice land?

yes no

What do tou think is the average value of your land =t the
present time, per hectare? = SVN

What changes have taken place in the amount of land you work

since you first started on your own?.
increased ~ decreased ‘ stayed the same

(a) Do you use chemical fertlllzer on your rice fields?
yes _ no :

(b) If "yes",‘how'long have you used 1it? : : 'years

{c) If ™o", why don't you use it? .

'too expensive |  not much help

- ®

L e



13-

14.
15.

16.

17.

10 P

What changes in your farm operations would you make if you

had a free choice and mon2:y was no obstacle?

art IV

use more fertilizer plant more crops
use a power pump of othér kinds
use better seed buy more land
use more machinery use more
other (specify) insecticides
would do nothing
differently
How much rice land do you operate? ha
Do you rent land from relatives? yes no
partly n.a.
Is your landlord a resident of Xhanh Hju? yes
N« -
Is 211 your rice land in Khanh Hf8u? yes no

no
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