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e Although eight million people suffered from varying 'gure urrent food security conditions, July

levels of food insecurity in 2008, currently, ‘.
households throughout the country are generally
food secure, and will be so until October, at least.

e In the most likely scenario for July to September,
food prices will increase slightly due to the election in
August and the month-long celebration of Ramadan,
during which people typically spend more money on
food.

e In the most likely scenario through December,
generally food secure conditions will deteriorate to
moderately food insecure levels in chronically food-
!nsecure zones and p.rovmces vyhere accessibility is an Source: FEWS NET

issue due to harsh winter conditions.

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, see
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale

Seasonal calendar and critical events

Source: FEWS NET
Current food security conditions

Following widespread food insecurity in 2008, which affected eight million people to varying degrees, conditions in 2009
have improved significantly all over Afghanistan. This is particularly true for the post- harvest period. Afghanistan should be
generally food secure for at least the coming three months, with the exception of disadvantaged populations that require
social safety net support on a regular basis. This includes widows, the disabled, and the elderly.

The improvement in food security is the result of an historic cereal harvest in 2009 (6.3 million tons) forecast by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock (MAIL), in addition to development projects designed to improve food
security conditions, such as cash for work projects. The following factors contributed to the historic harvest of 2009:

e Above normal rainfall during 2008/2009 wet season: In comparison with long term average and 2007/2008 wet
season, the 2008/2009 wet season’s rainfall was higher that increased soil moisture in rain-fed agriculture zones
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and increase irrigation water availability for irrigated zone. In addition, it improved pastures that ultimately
improve livestock conditions.

e Increased availability of agriculture inputs during sowing season: USAID, DFID and other agencies distributed worth
of 100 millions dollar seeds and fertilizers to the farmers during 2009 winter wheat plantation season, which
contributed to the quality and quantity of 2009 harvest

e Increased in cultivation area size: According to MAIL’s report there has been significant increase in cultivation area
size. In 2008/2009 the total cultivated areas size was 3.5 million hectares while in 2007/2008 the cultivated area
size was 2.5 million hectares.

Although the 2009 cereal deficit is 200,000 tons, the WFP 2009 pipeline and private sector has the capacity to fill the gap.
WFP food aid distribution plan for 2009 is 317,000 tons, while the private sector has the capacity to import up one million
tons of cereal. In addition, there is no evidence to suggest that there will be problems with Pakistan or Kazakhstan’s exports
to Afghanistan. Pakistan exportation capacity is more than one million tons into Afghanistan in 2009.

Most-likely food security scenario, July to | Figure 2. Most likely food security scenario, July to
December 2009 September 2009
AR

Given the historic harvest of 2009, a secure WFP pipeline
until December 2009, decreases in wheat prices of 44
percent at the national level since June 2008, and no
restriction on regional market supply, food security
conditions are likely to be generally food secure all over
Afghanistan in the coming three months. However, wheat
prices may increase temporarily due to the election for
president and provincial councils on August 20, and the
observation of Ramadan in August and September. In the
former case, if the elections are not conducted smoothly
or if the results are contested, urban unrest could drive up
food prices.

Source: FEWS NET
In areas where households have had problems with access
rather than availability, and have able-bodied people to | Figure 3. Most likely food security scenario, October to
work, the donor community’s responses (food and cash | December 2009

for work projects) were generous in 2008/2009, and has /W\L.
alleviated the inaccessibility issue significantly.  For

example, Care International is undertaking a USD25 million
cash-for-work project in Kabul to alleviate the impact of
high food prices. In addition WFP has a food voucher
program in Kabul city, and the Afghan government has
distributed 96 thousand tons of wheat throughout the 34
provinces.

The demand for both skilled and unskilled labor has
increased during 2009, which further improved
accessibility. This improvement is a result of two factors:
seasonal job opportunities (for example, major
construction projects start at the end of March and
require labor through September) and high demand for Source: FEWS NET
agricultural labor as a result of the bumper harvest in the
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north (Mazar, Saripul, Faryab, Kunduz, Baghlan), the east (Nangarhar and Laghman), and the south (Helmand, Kandahar).
In Kabul, skilled laborers can earn as much as 800 Afs per day for casual labor, while unskilled laborers can earn 400.

Half of the country’s 34 provinces are expected to produce 25,000 to 50,000 tons more than their needs, but the 17 other
provinces, mostly in the east, central and south, will face wheat deficits of 25,000 - 50,000 tons. The Ministry of Agriculture
recently started a program to procure 50,000 tons of wheat from local farmers. The wheat will be stored in strategic grain
reserves, and will help to remedy the situation in wheat-deficit provinces. The insecurity, ongoing military operations, and
poppy production are the major issues in the food-deficit areas. These issues also reduce the capabilities of humanitarian
agencies to assess needs, assist vulnerable populations, and monitor assistance. The government’s ongoing struggle to
eliminate opium production has had partial success; there are now 20 provinces in the north, east, and northeast which are
poppy free. Unfortunately, the government’s poppy eradication program also pushed some farmers back into poverty
because the alternative livelihood program is under-resourced, and cannot access major parts of the country because of
insecurity.

In 2008, there were some USD 500 million sent in remittances from Iran to Afghanistan, but in the first six months of 2009,
Iran deported 200,000 illegal Afghan immigrants — a 25 percent increase compared to the same period in 2008. 98 percent
of the undocumented workers are singles males, most from the west and the central highlands, and they are normally the
main breadwinner of the family. Due to current political instability in Iran and a deteriorating security situation in Pakistan,
both countries may erect stricter border controls to stop illegal economic migrants, and they may deport large numbers of
migrants from both countries. This will increase the number of jobless people in Afghanistan and decrease household
purchasing power.

Pre-election violence is increasing, particularly in the south and east, and is spreading to the western, northern, and central
regions. Nevertheless, food security conditions in urban areas could deteriorate rapidly if presidential candidates dispute
the result of the election in August 2009, which can result in violence that will negatively impact business, and
consequently, food security.

In the coming six months, conditions are likely to deteriorate to moderately food insecure levels in chronically food-
insecure zones, provinces with less arable land, and in provinces where physical accessibility is an issue during winter
(November, December, and January). This deterioration will be the result of the following factors: a) In chronically food
insecure zones, as well as in provinces that have less arable land, the 2009 harvest is not enough to meet their nutritional
needs until the next harvest of 2010; b) households with no land and which rely on seasonal labor opportunities are unlikely
to earn enough to meet their entire needs for the year; and c) areas which have problems with physical accessibility to food
markets as a result of harsh climatic conditions may not have sufficient access to food if they are unable to procure their
needed food stock prior to the arrival of winter.

Food prices typically increase prior to the arrival of winter as people stock their food. In addition, in these areas, supply
routes are likely to be cut during winter as a result of harsh climatic conditions. Therefore, WFP food aid pre-positioning is
recommend for these areas to prevent potential emergencies. These provinces include Badakhshan, Bamyan, Day Kundi,
Ghazni, Ghor, Logar, Wardak, Nimruz, Paktya, Paktika, Samangan, and Zabul.
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Table I. Events which could change the most likely food security scenario

Possible events in the

. next 6 months that Likelihood .
Geographic Focus . - Key variables to
would change the most Impacts on food security conditions of .
Area . .. . monitor
likely scenario in this occurrence*
area
A harsh winter is sometimes good news for
L food security since it increases water Cumulative snow
Areas with high - . .
. . availability the following year and improve . pack and
elevation Harsh winter . . Unlikely .
pastures condition. However, it could be a decrease in
(above 2000 M) . .
threat to humans and livestock if temperatures
temperatures drop below - 40 C.
All parts of the Deteriorating security | The deteriorating security situation in most Unlikely The number of
country, but situation parts of the country will limit access to the households
especially in the market and shrink NGOs’ operational affected by war
south, east, and capacity to supply food items to extremely and displaced
west vulnerable households (IDPs, female-
headed families) dependent on external
food assistance
Mostly north Government local Government started the procurement of Unlikely

and east of the
country

wheat procurement
policy is successfully
implemented

100,000 tons of wheat from local farmers.
The wheat will be stored in strategic grain
reserves to ensure the availability of wheat
throughout the year and also to support
local farmers.

* Probability levels

Description

Unlikely

Could occur in the time period if conditions changed moderately

Very unlikely

Could occur in the time period if conditions changed significantly
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ANNEX: Afghanistan Monthly Price Bulletin

July 2009

Monthly prices for Afghanistan are supplied by WFP VAM and the Ministry
of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock.

Wheat is the staple food for most Afghans, comprising more
than 70 percent of their diet. Low-quality rice is a poor, but
sometimes necessary, substitute. All markets represent
significant population centers and consumer markets. Kabul,
the capital, supplies the central provinces and is a transit
point between the north, south, east, and west. Jalalabad
supplies the eastern part of the country and acts as a cross-
border market with Pakistan. Mazar-e-Sarif supplies
northern provinces and, in a good year, the southern
provinces as well. Faizabad supplies the chronically food
insecure northeast region. Maimana market supplies the
drought-prone northwest region. Hirat supplies the west.
Kandahar supplies the southwestern part of the country
where drought, civil insecurity, and war often hinder market

activity.
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