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Q &A with the Minister of Justice 

O. Nf;j 'c Y')Jr v'~· r-, f r 're M',' "y)1 .J"j' e 

A. Until recently the Ministry was the victim of various conflicts 
the reasons for and motives behind which are personal views and 
partial and incomprehensive vision. Since I assumed my responsi­
bilities as the Minister of Justice, I decided it is very important 
to work to achieve the goals related to the development of the 
justice sector through the activation of the Ministry's role and 
to work together with all stakeholders. 

Minisler of Justice, Dr. Ali Khoshon 

/, ul , u Je t) J"f U f,]' ,rrrf 8V bE'C'c "'1cde c,''l e OU "it dec per 
y r -:L a I'r' It' St. 

A. Efforts were focused on the Ministry's activities and its relations with the public and with other judicial 
institutions and bodies this led to the adoption of a policy build upon continuance and fruitful communi­
cations with the Supreme Judicial Council and the Public Prosecution. In order to develop ond start on 
effective reform process which targets the justice sector based on the government's agendo. these 
efforts resulted recently in the joint drafting of the Justice Sector Notional Plan which was recently imple­
mented and monitored by the Ministry of Planning. We were also able to gather all the individual and 
sometimes contradictory efforts related to judicial training and education through the understandings we 
reached wit the Supreme Judicial Council. Our efforts in this regard were finally materialized through the 
renovation and establishment of the temporary quarters of the Palestinian Judicial Institute in Ramalloh 
through assistance of the USAID jNetham Project. The MOJ also signed on agreement with the Jordanian 
Judicial Institute. 
Or-, another track we were able to successfully introduce the strategic planning concept to the Ministry 
as a precondition for serving the justice sector and this was done through the assistance of various 
donor pro jects. 

",o,'yh lr"~JI '] 'tjl-- WW 1--"'" ",J'('t? 

A. Training and upgrading the skills of judges, prosecutors. and judicial personnel is very important and 
necessary in achieving a just and independent judiciary in developed countries. We in Palestine give great 
consideration and importance to judicial training and realize its importance and reflections on the justice 
sector. Because of its importance, effective judicial training has to be developed based on our notional, 
academic, and professional standards through specialized institutions; therefore, we are optimistic that 
the establishment of a Judicial Institute would contribute to the unification of training efforts and would 
unify the authority behind such training which would ultimately serve in the development of 0 comprehen­
sive and balanced training which is capable of strengthening our judges competencies and skills in Pales­
tine. 

Strengthening the Skills of Judges through the Establishment of Judicial Training 

The Judicial Troining Institute (JTI) aims at providing legal and judicial related training services in on 
effort to enhance the capacity and skills of judges, Public Prosecution members, and court administrators 
to corry out their duties more effectively and efficiently. 

Netham-s Consultant Oais Jabareen who is working with the Ministry of Juslice on establishing the Insti ­
tute says that this work is important for several reasons, ·the Institute will aim to build the capacity 
and enhance skills of the judiciary through keeping judges and Public Prosecution members updated on 
all new developments in the legal field. In addition, the Institute will provide a preparatory training 
program for new judges which will help in establishing competent judicial candidates to serve on the 
bench. Lastly, by centralizing training at and through the institute this measure will assist in creating a 
centralized database of judicial training conducted and facilitate tailoring future training programs based 
on the needs of the judiciary thereby ending the various ad hoc training programs.' 

Netham is working with the Institute in several key areas. The first area is the legal framework and estab­
lishment of the Judicial Training Institute low and various by lows and regulations defining the work and 
responsibilities of the JTI. The second area is the administrative framework to develop the Institute's 
needed organizational structure and inter departmental coordination. The third area focuses on re ova 
tion of a space to serve as the Institute's offices. A new space consisting of 320 square meters for the 
JTI wos renovated; including installation of tiles, windows, doors, point, air conditioning, restroom upgrades. 
and renovation of the building's entrance. In addition to the renovation work. a cohesive package of 
needed equipment and furniture including computers, printers and furniture for 0 computer lob, 0 wireless 
network, server, projectors and training screens were delivered. Finally, a library was created to provide 
educational and training tools. The Judicial Training Institute will be inaugurated during a ceremony on 
November 14. 

Contact Netham for more information at: 
Tel: (02) 297-4516/7 Fax: (02) 297-2230 P.O. Box 4061
 
E-mail: netham@netham.netAI-WhaidiBuilding.AI-Nahda Street Ramallah .
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