
ASEAN-US  
Technical Assistance & Training Facility 
  

 
 
 
S U M M A R Y  A N D  P A R T I C I P A N T  E V A L U A T I O N 
 
 
Inception Workshop for the Establishment of an ASEAN Forum 
on the Implementation of the new Standards of National 
Accounts 
Bangkok Thailand (17-19 October, 2007) 

w w w . n a t h a n i n c . c o m  

 
C O M P I L E D  F O R   
USAID/RDM/Asia  
 
U N D E R  C O N T R A C T  
PCE-I-28-98-00016-00, TO 28 

 
S U B M I T T E D  B Y  
James Wallar 
Chief of Party & Resident 
Trade Specialist 
ASEAN-US Facility 
 
November 2007 



On October 27-19, 2007 in Bangkok, the Facility co-sponsored a workshop with the International Monitoring Fund (IMF) 

convening ASEAN member country representatives to discuss the System of National Accounts (SNA). The workshop 
followed from one of the major recommendations of the 7th ASEAN Heads of Statistical Offices Meeting (AHSOM) in 

2006 to pursue cooperation on the SNA.  AHSOM aims to ensure better coverage and comparability in the measurement 

of national and regional economic progress through statistical indicators. To this end, the workshop aimed to identify a 
mechanism or forum for discussion of statistical issues and sharing of knowledge, technology, and resources towards the 

implementation of international recommendations in the SNA. 

The System of National Accounts is a framework -- published jointly by the Untied Nations, the Commission of the 
European Communities, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), and the World Bank -- that sets the international statistical standard for the measure of market 

economies.  The SNA is the most comprehensive of all the existing statistical frameworks.  It produces indicators such as 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and Gross National Product (GNP), which are also widely used as denominators in 

many socio-economic development indicators, as well as many other institutional accounts such as household, 

government and foreign accounts and a number of satellite accounts such as on tourism, health, and environment. 

The workshop drew 25 participants from 9 member countries to discuss their experiences with SNA, and featured 
prominent speakers from the International Monetary Fund. The workshop revealed the status of implementation in 
Member Countries of the 1993 Standards of National Accounts (SNA) Revision 1 , provided up-to-date details on 
the new SNA framework and potential implementation issues, and identified recommendations for ASEAN 

cooperation to promote the implementation of SNA 1993 Update.   

Member countries have made progress on SNA implementation. Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, and Viet Nam, with 
some external assistance, have been able to  release new and rebased national accounts series with both annual and 

quarterly estimates, and have adopting a few of the SNA 1993 recommendations.  Prior to the new series, these countries 

could only produce annual GDP estimates. Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand have made 
extensive improvements in various areas of SNA 1993 as well, but confront challenges that have delayed full 

implementation of the SNA 1993 recommendations. Laos has made some improvements despite resource constraints, but 

could benefit from substantial assistance from its neighbours.  The workshop discussed these gaps in member country 
ability to implement the SNA in depth. 

Break-out sessions allowed participants a chance to brainstorm on how to meet shortfalls. The ASEAN Secretariat and a 

Facility-funded resource speaker led the sessions. The workshop participants recommended that AHSOM issue a policy 
statement to adopt the SNA as ASEAN’s Guiding Framework for economic statistics. Additionally, they called for the 

creation of an ASEAN Advisory Expert Group on SNA answer implementation questions and provide technical guidance 

to practitioners. Most notably, participants called on AHSOM to institute an “ASEAN-help-ASEAN” model to address 
gaps in implementation whereby those member countries that have successfully implemented the SNA could assist those 

that are struggling. This “SNA Catch-up Program” would help narrow the gaps through capacity building and for a to 

share experiences.   

The Phase II ASEAN-US Technical Assistance and Training Facility will help the Secretariat to design the ASEAN-help-

ASEAN model for the SNA Catch-up Program. 
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PROGRAMME 
 

Date/Session Topic Speaker/Presenter 
 
Day 1 
 
   08:30-09:00 
 

 
Registration 

 
Secretariat 

   
  09:00-09:30 

 
Welcome remarks 
Opening Remarks 
 

 
ASEAN Secretariat 
IMF  
ASEAN-US Facility 
 

   
 09:30-09:45 

 
Introduction to the workshop and AHSOM 
decision 
 

 
ASEAN Secretariat 

 09:45-10:15 Coffee Break  
 
 10:15-12:00 

 
The System of National Accounts in the ASEAN 
Region: Implementation Status and Future 
Challenges 
 

 
IMF 

 12:00-13:30 Lunch Break  
  
13:30-15:00 

 
Current status of National Accounts Compilation 
(3 AMCs) 
 

 
Country representatives 

15:00-15:30 Coffee Break  
 
15:30-17:00 

 
Current status of National Accounts Compilation 
(3 AMCs) 
 

 
Country representatives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Day 2 
 
08:30-10:00 

 
Current status of National Accounts Compilation 
(4 AMCs) 
 

 
Country representatives 

10:00-10:30 Coffee Break  
 
10:30-12:00 

 
Recommendations of the SNA 1993 Update: 
Rationale and Plan for Implementation 
 

 
IMF 

12:00-13:30 Lunch Break  
13:30-15:00 FISIM - A new approach to calculating and 

allocating FISIM 
IMF 

 
15:00-17:00 

 
Compilation Techniques on  services sector 
 

 
IMF 

 
Day 3 
 
08:30-10:00 

 
ABS’ experiences on selected sectors of SNA 
1993 
 

 
ABS (To be confirmed) 

10:00-10:30 Coffee Break  
 
10:30-11:15 

 
Forging cooperation on the provision of 
Technical Assistance and Training 
 

 
IMF 

 
11:15-12:00 

 
Promoting the implementation of SNA 1993 in 
the AMCs 
 

 
NSCB, Philippines 

12:00-13:30 Coffee Break  
 
13:30-15:00 

 
Round Table Discussion – The Way Forward 
 

 
ASEAN Secretariat, IMF, 
ABS, ASEAN-US-Facility, 
UNESCAP, SIAP and ADB 

15:00-15:30 Coffee Break  
15:30-16:00 Closing Session IMF/ASEAN Secretariat 
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WORKSHOP ON TRADE ANALYSIS 
19 – 22 November 2007 

 
COURSE OUTLINE  

 
TIME ACTIVITY INTENDED OUTCOME 

Day 1: November 19 
8:30 – 9:00 Arrival and Registration 

 
 

9:00 – 9:15 Welcome and Introduction 
• ASEAN Secretariat Remarks 

 

Setting the stage for 
goals workshop 

Activity 1 
9:15 – 10:00 

Principles of Trade and Tariff Negotiations 
• Obligations under the GATT as WTO 

Members as well as the permissible 
derogations 

• Relationship and distinction between 
Members’ obligations under the GATT and 
the FTA agreement 

 

Awareness of the WTO 
obligations of Member 
Countries to ensure 
consistency of 
obligations under the 
FTA agreements with 
the WTO principles of 
MFN and NT. 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee Break  
Activity 2 
10:15 – 11:15 

The Tariff Nomenclature 
• The Harmonised System of Product 

Nomenclature (HS) 
• Other tariff nomenclature used in ASEAN 

(i.e. AHTN) 
• Issues on tariff classification (transposition, 

correlation and concordance) 
 

Understanding of the HS 
and AHTN to ensure 
reliability of trade 
analysis and accuracy of 
source data and 
matching of 
information/data. 

Activity 3 
11:15 – 12:00  

Approaches to Formulation of Exchange of 
Tariff Concessions 
• Tariff negotiation modalities 
• Request and offer approach 

Knowledge of the FTA 
negotiation schemes in 
generating exchange of 
concessions. 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch  
Activity 3 
(continued) 
1:00 – 2:45 

Approaches to Formulation of Exchange of 
Tariff Concessions (continued) 

 

2:45 - 3:00 Coffee break  
Activity 4  
3:00 – 4:30 
 

Tools for Trade and Tariff Analysis 
Presentation of Trade Map 
Analysing imports and exports at 6-digit and 
tariff line level for a country and region 

Understanding of how to 
use Trade Map to 
analyze national and 
regional exports and 
imports 

Day 2: November 20  
Activity 4 
(continued) 
08:30 – 10:00 

Presentation of Trade Map - continued 
 

 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee Break  
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Activity 5 
10:15 – 12:00 

Presentation of Market Access Map  
• Understanding tariffs 
• Understanding ad valorem equivalents 
• Regional trade agreements in force world 

wide 
• Analysing tariffs applied by ASEAN 

countries to trading partners (intra-regional 
and extra-regional). 

• Analysing tariffs faced by ASEAN countries 
with potential trade-negotiation partner 
countries 

Understanding how to 
use Market Access Map 
to develop a profile of 
the tariffs applied and 
faced by a country and a 
region. 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch  
Activity 5 
(Continued) 
1:00 – 2:45 

Presentation of Market Access Map - 
continued 
 

 

2:45 - 3:00 Coffee break  
Activity 5 
(Continued) 
3:00 – 4:30 

Presentation of Market Access Map - 
continued 
Simulating tariff reductions on tariffs applied 
and faced by ASEAN countries – implications 
for preference erosion 

 

Day 3: November 21  
Activity 6 
08:30 – 10:00 

Generic Practical Exercises: 
Trade Map 
• Exercises to get used to scope of software 

functionality in Trade Map  

Practical application to 
develop the skills in 
using the ITC tools for 
trade and tariff analysis. 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee Break  
Activity 6 
(continued) 
10:15 – 12:00 

Generic Practical Exercises: 
Market Access Map 
• Exercises to get used to scope of software 

functionality in Market Access Map 

 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch  
Activity 7 
1:00 – 2:45 

Practical Exercise specific to ASEAN 
countries 
• Using Market Access Map to identify list of 

products that face the highest tariffs for the 
countries involved in the trade negotiations 

• Using Trade Map to refine list of products 
where your country has capacity to export 
more: 

• Using Trade Map to refine list of products 
that your country has interests in protecting 
from: 

o National perspective (significant 
local production, infant industry, 
other considerations) 

o Regional perspective 
(significant intra-regional trade 
or risk of intra-regional 
preference erosion) 

• Using Market Access Map to simulate tariff 
reduction scenarios using various formulas 

Develop the skills in 
using Trade Map and 
Market Access Map to 
analyse an issue 
relevant to your country 

2:45 - 3:00 Coffee break  
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Activity 7 
(Continued) 
3:00 – 4:30 

Practical Exercise specific to ASEAN 
countries 

 

Day 4: November 22 
Activity 8 
08:30 – 10:00 

Developing a list of sensitive products for 
exclusion from negotiations (a national 
perspective) 
• Considerations and Criteria 
• Data Requirements and Issues 
• Timelines 
• tariff reduction and elimination schedules 
 

Understanding issues to 
be considered for 
national exclusion lists.  
 
Develop capacity to 
formulate the best mix of 
concession exchange of 
based on an informed  & 
empirical analysis. 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee Break  
Activity 8 
(continued) 
10:15 – 12:00 

Developing a list of sensitive products - 
continues 

 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch  
1:00 – 1:15 ASEC presentation  
Activity 9 
1:15 – 2:45 

Regional considerations 
Presentation of ITC experience working with 
ACP countries and regions in their EPA 
negotiations with the EU 
 

Understanding 
methodology that can be 
used to refine national 
positions in developing a 
regional position 

2:45 - 3:00 Coffee break  
Activity 10 
3:00 – 4:00 

Group Discussion 
• ASEAN issues for regional trade 

negotiations 
• National perspectives on regional trade 

negotiations – current issues for ASEAN 

Participants to raise 
issues for ASEAN future 
negotiations with trading 
partners outside the 
region 

Activity 11 
4:00 – 4:30 

Recapitulation of material covered in the 
workshop and evaluations 

 

 


