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Preface 
 

This report is the result of technical assistance provided by the Economic Modernization through 
Efficient Reforms and Governance Enhancement (EMERGE) Activity, under contract with the 
CARANA Corporation, Nathan Associates Inc. and The Peoples Group (TRG) to the United 
States Agency for International Development, Manila, Philippines (USAID/Philippines) 
(Contract No. AFP-I-00-03-00020-00, Delivery Order 800).  The EMERGE Activity is intended 
to contribute towards the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) Medium Term 
Philippine Development Plan (MTPDP) and USAID/Philippines’ Strategic Objective 2, 
“Investment Climate Less Constrained by Corruption and Poor Governance.”  The purpose of the 
activity is to provide technical assistance to support economic policy reforms that will cause 
sustainable economic growth and enhance the competitiveness of the Philippine economy by 
augmenting the efforts of Philippine pro-reform partners and stakeholders.   
 
The American Chamber of Commerce in the Philippines (AmCham) submitted a second 
unsolicited proposal to EMERGE on February 14, 2007, for a follow-on grant to continue 
identifying and communicating to the Philippine Government activities that will generate 
additional investments and jobs in the country.  It was approved by USAID on February 28, 
2007.  This was the Investment Climate Improvement Project (ICIP), Phase II, and the key actors 
were Mr. Robert M. Sears, AmCham Executive Director, Mr. John D. Forbes, AmCham 
Legislative Committee Chairman, Mr. Robert W. Blume, AmCham Desk Officer at the 
Philippine Board of Investments (BOI), and Mr. Richard Umali as Project Assistant.  This is the 
final report of that activity.    
 
Because of their cumulative size, most of the appendices to this report are published in separate 
volumes: 
Appendices 8-23:  Letters & Statements on Economic Legislation and Policy;  
Appendices 24-42:  Other Documents; and  
Selected Press Clippings 
 
The views expressed and opinions contained in this publication are those of the authors and are 
not necessarily those of USAID, the GRP, EMERGE or the latter’s parent organizations. 
 
 

 



ICIP Phase II – Press Clippings 
 
 
01 Headline - Foreign businessmen hail reforms, anti-terror bill (PhilStar, March 2 2007) 
02 AmCham 'excited' over GMA vow to reduce power costs (Tribune, March 12 2007) 
03 AmCham lauds GMA for bringing down power costs in ecozones (PhilStar, March 12 2007) 
04 AmCham lauds GMA for cutting power cost in economic zones (BusinessMirror, March 12 2007) 
05 American investors seek further reduction in RP electricity rates (ManilaBulletin, March 12 2007) 
06 Power rate cut a boost to RP investment drive (Inquirer, March 12 2007) 
07 US chamber cites need to cut electricity prices (BusinessWorld, March 12 2007) 
08 US companies welcome ecozone power decision (ManilaStandardToday, March 12 2007) 
09 Corruption seen highest in RP (BusinessWorld, March 14 2007) 
10 Foreign chambers push for open skies (Inquirer, March 20 2007) 
11 Govt urged to allow foreign carriers to set up base in Clark (PhilStar, March 20 2007) 
12 Foreign chambers want open skies policy in Clark (BusinessMirror, March 20 2007) 
13 Foreign chambers back freer air services in Clark, Subic (BusinessWorld, March 20 2007) 
14 Clark sticks to target on airport expansion (Malaya, March 20 2007) 
15 Foreign chambers eye liberal aviation policies (ManilaStandardToday, March 20 2007) 
16 Foreign chambers urge liberal aviation policy (ManilaTimes, March 20 2007) 
17 JFC call for liberal RP aviation policy (ManilaBulletin, March 20 2007) 
18 JFC urges liberalized skies to spur airports (Tribune, March 20 2007) 
19 Manila hopes investors get the message (StraitsTimes, May 5 2007) 
20 JFC assured on Napocor privatization (BusinessMirror, May 31 2007) 
21 Lotilla assures foreign investors on Napocor privatization (PhilStar, May 31 2007) 
22 Govt fully committed to selling power facilities (ManilaBulletin, May 31 2007) 
23 Congress urged to pass 4 key bills (Inquirer, June 2 2007) 
24 Congress urged to pass bills promoting global competitiveness (PhilStar, June 4 2007) 
25 Headline - Proposals for Congress readied (BusinessWorld, June 11 2007) 
26 Liberal air pact with Seoul welcomed (ManilaBulletin, June 24 2007) 
27 Foreign chambers urge masterplan for aviation, sea transport, logistics (ManilaBulletin, July 12 2007) 
28 Opinion - 10 years later-Where are we now, Fidel V. Ramos (ManilaBulletin, July 22 2007) 
29 Opinion - NAIA-A tragedy waiting to happen, Boo Chanco (PhilStar, July 23 2007) 
30 Business groups bare list of priority bills for Congress okay (July 24 2007) 
31 Business groups draw up legislative wish list (Inquirer, July 25 2007) 
32 Editorial - Agenda for 14th Congress (BusinessMirror, July 26 2007) 
33 Opinion - All together now, Peter Wallace (ManilaStandardToday, July 27 2007) 
34 Opinion - SONA-Ok lang, but not enough, Fidel V. Ramos (ManilaBulletin, July 29 2007) 
35 Newsbreak - Open letter from business groups to GMA recommending priority legislation 
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