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More than 130 participants dealt servers joined ill 
with these and scores of other q ues- discussions. 
tions during the "First Global Rule For the partici- 
of Law Conference," held in July in pants, 
Wasliington, D.C. The three-day learning, and as- 
conference, sponsored by the USAID sessing So much 
and the National Center for State information was a 
Courts (NCSC), brought together tall order for three 
some 40 USAID mission representa- brief days; and the 
tives involved in administration of agenda was neces- 

sarily ambitious, given the complex, 
justice-related questions that mission 
representatives must confront in 
their respective host countries. 

Good laws and constitutions do 
not in themselves produce demo- 
cratic governments. Efficient systems 
are not end products but may be a 
means toward the delivery of justice. 
Distressed economic and social con- 
ditions can help explain, or be used 
as excuses for, lack of attention to 
rule of law issues. Even basics, such 
as reaching consensus on the defini- 
tion of justice and rights, can de- 

Buergenthal observed, "Interna- 
tional standards, embodied in hu- 
man rights conventions and ratified 
by most nations, do serve as critical, 
universal frames of reference and 
values. " 

The test of experience in the 
field, measured against broad defi- 
nitions and principles of justice, was 
at the core of case study discussions 
among rule of law program manag- 
ers. They convened in small groups 
to review presentations by their 
peers on: delay reduction, alterna- 
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