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General Country Information

Africa Education Initiative Program Activities

    Ambassadors' Girls' Scholarship Program
    Innovative Activities
    Marginalized Communities

Primary Language(s)

French: Official, Instruction Grades 1-4, Instruction Grades 5-7/8

French is the official language, but Hausa and Djerma which are primary languages, serve as the
languages of instruction in the first four years in primary schools.

Hausa: National, Instruction Grades 1-4

Hausa and Djerma are two of the national languages which are taught in schools.
In 1998, the Government of Niger (GON) adopted a bill calling on schools to use Niger`s eight
national languages. By 2003, however, only 1% of schools were bilingual. Much remains to be done,
especially since there are practically not books or school texts published in the national languages.

Djerma: National, Instruction Grades 1-4
Sources
CIA- The World Factbook- Niger - http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ng.html
U.S. Department of State: Bureau for African Affairs - http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5474.htm
UNICEF: At  a glance: Niger - http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_19988.html

Population

Total Male Female

Total 11,058,590 5,522,228 5,536,362
Under 14 5,267,953 2,686,169 2,581,785

According to 2003 estimates, Niger has a population growth rate of 2.71%; a birth rate of 49.54 per
1,000 population and a death rate of 21.71 per 1,000 population.
Sources
CIA- The World Factbook- Niger - http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ng.html

U.S. Embassy

Ambassador
U.S. Embassy
Ambassador
Gail Dennise Thomas Mathieu
Rue des Ambassades
B.P. 11201
Niamey
Niger
Phone: +227-72-26 61, 72-2664
Fax: +227-73-3167, 72-3146
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Public Information Officer
U.S Embassy
Public Information Officer
Sita Chakrawarti
Rue des Ambassades
B.P. 11201
Niamey
Niger
Phone: +227-73-3167
Fax: +227-73-3167

USAID

USAID has no office in Niger, and there is no direct U.S. assistance program. However, the U.S. has
a number of regional or worldwide programs, which indirectly benefit Niger. These programs are
monitored in USAID/Washington and from the USAID/Mali office

Basic Education General Information

Breadth of Basic Education Activities

Length of Primary School Cycle: 6 Years

Primary education lasts for six years and leads to the Certificat de fin d`Etudes du premier Degré
(CFEPD).
Sources
Niger - Education system Institution types and Credentials - www.unesco.org/iau/cd-d

Early Childhood Education

Early childhood education is provided.

ECE Enrollment: 11,564

Number of ECE Institutions: 133

As of 1999, there were 133 early childhood institutions with a total enrollment of 11,564 pupils of
which 5,785 were girls. The school attendance rate was 0.7%.
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html
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National Curriculum

A national curriculum exists.

In 1991, the Government of Niger (GON) adopted a new curriculum within the Education for All
program. This curriculum laid the foundation of its basic education program to be carried out in the
following institutions: Traditional schools based on the French model, madrasas, where teaching was
done in both French and Arabic, experimental schools are more based on national languages, and
specialized schools for physically or socially challenged children.
  
This basic education program focuses on promoting girls` education and improving school
environment, curricula, equipment, furnishings and educational innovations. Under this program,
girls` education and women`s literacy constitute the major focus for community-based initiatives
targeting women.
Sources
UNICEF at a glance: Niger - http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_19988.html

National Exams - At what level are national exams written?

Primary education lasts for six years and leads to the Certificat de fin d`Etudes du premier Degré
(CFEPD).
Sources
Niger- Education System: Institution Types and Credentials - http://www.unesco.org/iau/cd-data/ne.rtf.

What are the key basic education challenges?

    •	The Government of Niger needs to demonstrate more political will in decentralizing the education
system so that communities run their schools. Such a decentralization process should focus on
gender equality.
    •	There is the need for pupils, especially those in the early primary school, to be taught in local
languages. Pupils will get better grades and stay longer in school if they are able to study in their own
language. Although in 1998 GON adopted a bill calling on schools to use local languages, by 2003,
however, only 1% of schools were bilingual.
    •	There are practically no books or school texts published in the national languages.
    •	In a country where 83.5% of the population is illiterate, only a minority of children, boys or girls,
attend school. Although the Ministry of Basic Education and Literacy (MBEL) has opened 1,000
schools since 2000 and public education is free, only half of the villages have a school, and only one
in four schools offers a full, six-year elementary-level program.
Sources
UNICEF at a glance: Niger - http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_19988.html

Is primary education 'free' (legally)?

Free primary education is provided.

Although basic primary education is free, parents contribute to the day-to-day running of schools
such as paying school fees, building classrooms, providing school furniture and providing security at
schools.
Sources
Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA): Prospective, Stocktaking Review of Education in Africa. Draft
Synthesis Document for the 1999 Biennial Meeting - www.adeanet .org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.pdf
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What are the barriers to student access and participation in basic education?

- High illiteracy rate of about 83.5% among parents. Consequently, most parents do not see the need
to send their children to school.
- Lack of schools especially in rural areas. Only half of the villages in Niger have a school and only
one in four schools offer a full, six-year elementary-level programme.
- Almost two-thirds of the population lives below the poverty line.
- Fathers prefer sending their sons to schools while keeping their daughters at home. Mothers prefer
to keep their daughters at home to help them in household chores.
- Early marriage is also a barrier to students access and participation in basic education. In most
cases, the younger the bride, the larger the dowry.
- Declining personal income.  
Sources
UNICEF at a glance: Niger - http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_19988.html

In what ways is the education system addressing the needs of marginalized
groups? Are there special schools?

Special schools exist.

The MBEL offers special education and social re-integration programs to physically challenged
children and nomad children. In collaboration with the Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the MOE is
running the Nomad Education Initiative for the over 400,000 young normad children living in the
desert region. This Initiative is aimed at finding innovative, yet culturally sensitive education
alternatives for nomad children.
In this regard, the following activities were planned from October 2004.
- School herds and gardens for teaching children about animal husbandry as well as to help
supplement the nutritional and financial needs of students and schools.
- Teacher training to improve the quality of schools, and target teachers from normadic backgrounds.
- Improved school facilities to provide a secure and stable learning environment.
- School health and nutrition activities to improve student`s health and to teach the basics of nutrition
and hygiene which students can then share with their families.
- Parent-Teacher Associations to increase community partnership and ownership of schools.
Sources
The Normad Education Initiative/ Catholic Relief Services -
http://www.catholicrelief.org/our_work/where_we_work/overseas/africa/niger/normad

What is the stage of development of the education system?

In 1999, government expenditure on basic education was 18.8% of national budget and 3.7% of its
Gross Domestic Product.

The number of primary schools increased from 3,063 in the 1996/1997 academic year to 5,975 in the
2001/2002 academic year giving an annual average increase rate of 3.4%. During the same period,
the number of classrooms experienced an annual average increase of 8.5%.

From 1996-97 to 2001-2002 academic year, total primary school enrollment increased from 464,267
to 760,987, or an average annual increase rate of 10.4%.  
Sources
Analyse Environnementale et Sociale de la Phase 1 du Projet Education de Base au Niger: Rapport Définitif: Mars 2003 -
www-wds.worldbank.org/.../WDSP/IB2003
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Primary School Enrollment by Year and Grade

Year Grade Total Male Female Urban Rural

1999 Total 529,806 322,247 207,559
1998 Total 482,065 295,577 186,488
1997 Total 464,267 287,131 177,136
1996 Total 440,622 275,316 165,306
1995 Total 426,929 266,955 159,974
1994 Total 410,929 264,414 146,515
1993 Total 389,252 245,228 144,024
1992 Total 370,117 234,594 135,523
1991 Total 368,732 235,480 133,252

Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

Average Grade Repetition

Year General Male Female Urban Rural

1998 (1) 13 14 13
1990 15 15 15

(1) - These figures reflect percentages
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

Drop Out Rates

Year General Male Female Urban Rural

1998 8 8 10

Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

Are there alternatives to traditional schools?

Yes.
The MBEL offers special education and social re-integration programs to learners who are in
difficulties, physically challenged children and street kids. 
The percentage of chidren taken care of under this program increased from 0.7% in 1990 to 2% in
1995 and finally to 8% in 2000.
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html
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How is the country addressing HIV/AIDS issues?

Apart from activities organized under the auspices of the National AIDS Control Commission (CNLS),
the Government of Niger and the U.S. Embassy also organize annually, the Niger AIDS Bike Ride.  
The Niger AIDS Bike Ride is aimed at promoting AIDS awareness about the disease`s mode of
transmission and different methods of prevention. 

In collaboration with the Ministry of Sports, amateur cyclists from the Nigerien Cyclists Association,
all of whom are trained in basic information, education, and communication techniques, help
educators and volunteers with their evening sessions in local languages during video presentations.
Seeing the disease explained in a context that they can relate to, enables rural audiences to identify
with the roles presented and brings them one step closer to changing their behavior.
These performances, combined with thorough explanations, question-and-answer sessions, and film
viewings of people living with HIV/AIDS, will result in a comprehensive, engaging, and interactive
message.
Sources
Niger Info-Niger AIDS Bike Ride - http://www.friendsofniger.org/AIDSBike2002/index,html

Are there political conflicts and what is the impact of these conflicts on
education?

No.

What is the status of Muslim education?

Muslim education is not offered by the Ministry of Education, but by Muslim holy men and Muslim
Cultural Organizatons. Less emphasis is placed on attendance than in modern schools.
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

Additional Basic Education General Information

Donor Information

Japan International Cooperation Agency  (JICA) - 1998
US$ 6,000,000
Construction of classrooms in primary school

United States Agency for International Development - 2000
US$ 3,700,000
Basic education
Sources
globalmarch - http://www.globalmarch.org/education-campaign/education.pdf
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Teacher Training

Number of Teachers by Level

Level Number

Total (1) 13,434
Secondary (2) 3,947

Primary 12,901

(1) - This is the 1999 estimate of the total number of teachers.
(2) - This is the 1999 estimate.
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

Number of Primary Teachers by Gender

Total Male Female

12,901 8,927 3,974

This is the 1999 estimate.
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

Percentage of Primary Teachers Certified to Teach

Certified: 94 %

Untrained: 6 %
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

Pupil/Teacher Ratio

Level Total Urban Rural

Total 41:1

The pupil teacher ratio is 41:1.
Sources
Rapport du pays: L`évaluation de l`éducation pour tous en l`an 2000 -
http://www2.unesco.org/wef/countryreports/niger/contents.html

What is the design of pre-service teacher training programs?

Pre-service teacher training takes place at Ecoles Normales. The trainees who must be holders of
the Brevet d`Etudes du premiier Cycle (BEPC) undergo a three-year training after which they are
awarded Diplôme de Fin d`Etudes normales (DFEN).

Primary school teachers are trained for two years after which they obtain the Certificat de Fin
d`Etudes normales (CFEN)(Primary School Leaving Certificate).
Sources
Niger - Education system Institution types and Credentials - www.unesco.org/iau/cd-d
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Minimum Requirements for Teacher Training Recruitment

General
The trainees must be holders of the Brevet d`Etudes du premier Cycle (BEPC).

Early Childhood Education
The trainees must be holders of the Brevet d`Etudes du premier Cycle (BEPC).
Sources
Niger - Education system Institution types and Credentials - www.unesco.org/iau/cd-d

Girls' Education

What are the primary reasons for girls' low enrollment and completion rates?

    •	 Tradition and societal expectations often hold girls back from obtaining basic education. Fathers
are especially reluctant to send their girls to school, often seeing it as a waste of time and money.
    •	 Mothers are also reticent to send their daughters to school because daughters are especially
useful at home- looking after their siblings, herding animals, fetching water and preparing meals.
    •	 In some cases, parents marry off their daughters at the youngest possible age in the hope of
obtaining a sizeable dowry- the younger the bride, the larger the dowry. Most girls marry at 15, the
minimum age of marriage but many are virtually forced to take a husband before puberty.
Sources
UNICEF at a glance: Niger - http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_19988.html

What is the policy on pregnancy?

For Girls
Pregnant girls are expelled from school.
Sources
afrol News: Niger: Early marriage under scrutiny - http://www.afrol.com/News2002/nir001_early_marriage.htm

What are the reforms most likely to stimulate the enrollment and persistence
of girls in school?

- The GON should make universal primary education a political priority at the highest level.
- Primary education should be made free and compulsory for all children.
- The GON should train and deploy enough teachers, and improve their working conditions.
- Families should be given incentives to send their children, especially girls, to schools, such as:
Stipends, free school meals, textbooks and paper, uniforms, etc.
- The education of girls should be promoted as girls are more likely to be excluded from school.
- Educational content should be made relevant to local cultural and economic contexts so that
parents can see that education improves the quality of life.
- Schools should be made safe (especially for girls) and they should be equipped with necessities
such as drinking water, books, desks, and separate toilets.
- Child labor should be discouraged.
- Early marriage should be discouraged. Niger has the highest rate of early marriage in sub-Saharan
Africa. In the 25-49 age group, 77% married before the age of 18. Mali and Burkina Faso fall behind
Niger, with 70 and 62% respectively.
- Scholarships should be offered to girls. The GON should develop a national program of
scholarships for girls.
- The GON should also develop food incentive programs for girls.
- The GON should make girls` education a national priority. In collaboration with donor partners, the
GON should assess the challenges faced by girls and begin programs that build latrines, assist
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pregnant learners, and distribute free textbooks.
- More female teachers should be recruited. They would act as role models for other young girls
- The GON should develop a new curriculum that will lay more emphasis on sex education especially
in response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic
- More satellite schools should be built, which will help disadvantaged children, especially girls, to
enter schools. These schools should be managed by female teachers, paid by the government but
selected by local government committees.
Sources
UNESCO Education- What can be done and who should act? - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-

Are schools safe for girls? What is the most common threat to the safety of
schoolgirls?

Schools are not safe for girls.
Sources
Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA): Prospective, Stocktaking Review of Education in Africa. Draft
Synthesis Document for the 1999 Biennial Meeting - www.adeanet .org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.pdf

Textbooks and Other Learning Materials

To what extent is information communication technology available/used in
basic education?

ICT Available
As of 2002, Niger had 20,000 telephone main lines, 6,700 mobile telephone users, 5 AM, 6 FM and 4
shortwave radio stations.

There were also three television broadcast stations, one Internet Service Provider (ISP), 12,000
Internet users. The country`s Internet code is "ne".
Sources
CIA- The World Factbook- Niger - http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ng.html

Description of Transportation Systems and Projected Improvements

As of 2002, Niger had 10,100km highways with 798km being paved and 9,302 unpaved, 300km
waterways, 27 airports, with nine having paved runways and 18 with unpaved runways.
Sources
CIA- The World Factbook- Niger - http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ng.html
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Community Participation in Basic Education

In what ways is the community involved in basic education?

Paying fees
Parents pay fees for their children.

Serving in committees for school development, Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
The community serves in committees for school development such as Parent Teacher Associations,
construction of classrooms and community gardens.

Provision of labor
The community provides labor in the construction of classrooms and community gardens.

Recruitment of Teachers
The community participates in recruiting and paying teachers` salaries.

General
Community participates in various aspects such as offering land for the construction of schools and
participating in the various committees of the school councils. 
Sources
Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA): Prospective, Stocktaking Review of Education in Africa. Draft
Synthesis Document for the 1999 Biennial Meeting - www.adeanet .org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.pdf
Analyse Environnementale et Sociale de la Phase 1 du Projet Education de Base au Niger: Rapport Définitif: Mars 2003 -
www-wds.worldbank.org/.../WDSP/IB2003

What is the level of community participation vs. government share of social
and financial responsibility for basic education?

The community participates in the following domains: Offering land for the construction schools,
recruiting and paying teachers` salries, providing labor for the construction of schools and taking part
in various committees within the school governing bodies. 
In 1999, the GON devoted 18.8% of the national budget and 3.07% of its Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) to basic education.
Sources
Analyse Environnementale et Sociale de la Phase 1 du Projet Education de Base au Niger: Rapport Définitif: Mars 2003 -
www-wds.worldbank.org/.../WDSP/IB2003

Are NGOs and civil society involved in education? What role do they play?
Who are they?

NGOs and civil society are involved in education.

The following NGOs are involved in education in Niger: Canadian Agency for International
Development (CAID), German Association of Development Consultants (AGEG), Plan International,
Ecoliers du Monde, Aide et Action, Japan International Cooperation Agency, World Vision, Islamic
Development Bank, African Development Bank, Lux Développement, AFD, ADRAR, OPEC Fund,
and Christian Relief Services.

    •	CAID is involved in developing a synergy with the Ministry of Basic Education and Literacy for the
implementation of the Ten-Year Basic Education Program.
    •	AGEG is involved in the promotion of primary education in the mother tongue: pre-service and
in-service teacher training, training of textbooks authors, and creation of a literate environment by the
promotion of publishing in African languages within the private sector.
    •	Plan International which is implemented mainly in Dosso is involved in the construction of
schools and promotion of community participation in the running of schools.
    •	The other NGOs are involved in various activities such as the  construction of classrooms,
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provision of pedagogic materials and giving financial support to Parent Teacher Associations, local
governments and to the community.
Sources
AGEG/Projects -education - http://www.ageg.de/ageg-projects/education.html
Analyse Environnementale et Sociale de la Phase 1 du Projet Education de Base au Niger: Rapport Définitif: Mars 2003 -
www-wds.worldbank.org/.../WDSP/IB2003

Impact of HIV/AIDS on Basic Education

How is HIV/AIDS affecting the supply and quality of education, the number of
teachers dying each year of HIV/AIDS and the educational management's
ability to plan long-term?

Number of Teachers Dying each Year of HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS decreases the supply of education by increasing teacher illness, absenteeism and teacher
mortality.
Sources
Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA): Prospective, Stocktaking Review of Education in Africa. Draft
Synthesis Document for the 1999 Biennial Meeting - www.adeanet .org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.pdf

Educational Management's Ability to Plan Long-Term
HIV/AIDS affects the educational management`s ability to plan long-term by eroding the process and
quality of education through decimating the ranks of technical managers, curriculum designers,
information specialists and planners. Morale among educational professionals is also eroded by the
toll of HIV/AIDS.
Sources
Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA): Prospective, Stocktaking Review of Education in Africa. Draft
Synthesis Document for the 1999 Biennial Meeting - www.adeanet .org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.pdf
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