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Reversing a historical decline in rural-urban migration, 1988-1991 saw mass rural-urban migration of villagers,
orphans, and injured persons to larger, protected cities in the south, mostly Addis Ababa, due to warfare and
violence in the north. The government policy of forced resettlement and villagization ended in 1990, freeing

residents to migrate into more fertile areas.
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Ethiopia is an example of an African country where civil unrest directly affects crime rates, especially in urban
settings. For example, as bitter civil war raged in Ethiopia in 1986, the homicide rate in Addis Ababa soared to 96
per 100,000 inhabitants, which is among the highest in the world.

Ethiopia

August 2002



