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R
esearch shows that the education of girls can

be considered the single-most important

investment that a country can make in its

social and economic development.  Girls’

education not only supports increased

productivity and incomes but has important social and

political implications as well.  The following are facts about

girls’ education:

“...where women prosper, countries prosper.  We know that

investing in women—in their health and education —is vital to

improving global prosperity.”

Hillary Rodham Clinton,

Forward, Women...a World Forum

“Education is a human right and an essential tool for

achieving the goals of equality, development, and peace.”

Platform for Action,

Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)

Many girls do not have access to education

• Thirty-six million girls in Sub-Saharan Africa do not have
access to basic education.1

• In Africa, 9 percent of girls who start primary school
drop out before completion. 2

• In India, less than one-third of girls complete primary
education.3

More women than men are illiterate

• Almost 65 percent of illiterate adults are women (565
million).  Most of these women live in the developing
regions of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 4

• In 1995, in 7 countries the female illiteracy rate was
greater than 70 percent.  In 45 other countries the
female illiteracy rate was greater than 50 percent. 2

• In 66 countries (a third of the membership of the United
Nations), the gap between the male and female adult
literacy rates is estimated to be greater than 10 percent-
age points.5

• In Africa, the literacy rate for women is 36 percent com-
pared to 59 percent for men.6

Girls receive less education than boys

• Eighty-five million girls, nearly a quarter of the world’s
population of 6-to 11-year-old females, are estimated to
be out of school. 4

• In Sub-Saharan Africa, only 10 percent of girls, compared
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to 30 percent of boys, attend secondary school.  Four
times as many boys as girls continue on to higher levels. 6

• In Ghana, Guinea, Malawi, and Zimbabwe, girls’ education
costs more than boys’ because girls’ uniforms are more
expensive.7

• In Peru, the proportion of school-age children enrolled in
secondary school is 9 percent higher for boys than for
girls.  In rural areas this figure climbs to 17 percent. 4

Girls’  education increases earnings

• A 10 to 20 percent increase in women’s wages is associ-
ated with each additional year of schooling.8

• In 57 developing countries, girls’ enrollment in secondary

education is highly correlated (.63) with per capita GNP. 5

Girls’ education leads to improved child health and a

drop in child mortality

• Maternal education has a greater influence on child
health than paternal education.9,  10

• The higher the average number of years of schooling in a
country, the lower the mortality rate for children under 5,
and the higher the incidence of child immunization. 11

• In poor countries, each year of maternal education is as-
sociated with a 5 percent to 10 percent decline in child
mortality for a woman’s children.11

• In 13 African countries, a 10 percent increase in the female
literacy rate is associated with a 10 percent decline in
child mortality.10

• In Peru, 7 or more years of maternal education correlates
with a 75 percent reduction in risk of mortality for
children.4

Girls’ education lowers fertility

• In Asia, Africa, and Latin America, completion of seven or
more years of schooling, as compared with less than two
years of schooling, is associated with a family size of two
or three fewer children.3
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